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AFRICA. 


'COUNTRY   OF   THE    GKEATBR   AND   LESS 
NIMIQUAS, 

HAVI N  G  fixed  the  6th  of  January  for  my 
departure,  the  chief  of  the  Nimiqua  horde, 
near  which  I  was  encamped,  came  on  the  day 
appointed,  with  his  wife  and  fitter,  to  take  leave 
of  me*  His  fitter  had  a  pretty  little  monkey, 
the  belly  of  which  was  white,  dnd  the  reft  of 
the  body  of  a  greenilh  colour.  This  charm- 
ing animal  was  the  firft  of  its  fpecies  I  ha^ 
Vol.  IlL  B  feenj 
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feen;  and  I  wiflied  much  to  have  it  in^flSy 

pofleflion  to  add  to  my,colledion;  but  it  wa^ 

fo  dear  to  its  miftrefs,  that  I  durft  not  venture 

to  afk  it  of  hen     Every  time  fhe  came  to  vifit 

me,  fhe  brought  it  along  with  her ;  and,  before 

fhe  entered  my  tent,  fhe  tied  it  to  one  of  the 

flakes,  that  it  might  play  with  Kees.     J  was 

always  fond  of  treating  it  with  feme  dainty  ; 

but  fcarcely  would  my  back  be  turned,  when 

Kecs,  flronger  and  more  mifchievous,  would 

open  its  mouth  by  force,  and.  take iirom  its 

pouches  what  I  had  given  it.     Its  miftrefs^ 

highly  delighted  with  this  trick,  would  laugh 

.moft  immoderately.     She  would  then  run  t9 

her  favourite,  load  him  with  careffes,  as  if  tcf 

confole  him,  and  requeft  me  to  make  him 

amends  by  fome  other  prcfent ;  while  Kees^ 

afraid  of  being  forced  to  reflore  what  he  had 

robbed,  would  favc  himfelf  by  flight. 

The  attachment  which  this  woman  had  to 
her  monkey  was  a  real  paflSon.  Her  whole 
happinefs  feemed  to  be  centred  in  it.  A  hun- 
dred times,^  while  we  were  talking  together^ 
would  fhe  interrupt  the  converfation  to  kifs  it  j 
and  yet  when  fhe  faw  me  about  to  depart,  to 
toy  great  furprtfe,  ihe  fnatcbed  k  up  fuddenly^ 

and 
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and,  having  kifled  it  over  and  over  with  the 
titmoft  tcndernefs,  threw  it  upon  my  fhoulder 
5and  bid  me  keep  it.  Was  this  inconftancy  or 
indifferencfc  ?  I'he  carefles  (he  beftowed  upon 
It  before  (he  gave  it  me  prove  that  it  was  nei- 
ther. She  conjedured,  that  it  would  afFord 
Ine  great  pleafure  to  poflefs  the  aniitial  j  and, 
without  farther  ceremony,  (he  detached  herfelf 
ifrom  it  in  my  favour. 

My  plan  was  to  repair  to-  a  horde  of  the 
Koraquasi  eftabiiflied  at  the  diftance  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  leagues  farther  to  the  north-eaft* 
Twelve  perfons,'  men  and  women,  df  that 
which  I  was  going  to  leave,  joined  themfelvea 
to  toy  caravan,  and  ferved  nie  as  guides.'  Wc 
propofed  to  halt  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  fitil- 
kted  fdur  leagues  and  a  half  from  our  point  of 
departure  ;  but  we  found  the  bed  of  it  occu- 
pied by  a  herd  bf  more  than  an  hundred  buf- 
faloes, which  my  dogs  roufed,  and  which  flied 
from  iis  on  the  oppofite  fidci 

It  is  always  a  bad  omen  to  meet  with  thefe 
animals,  in  the  deferts,  during  times  of 
drought;  for,  as  they  live  always  in  large  herds, 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  the  beds  of  the 
rivers,  they  foon  exhauft  what  little  wrat^r 
B  2  ..^ight 


4  TRAVELS    IN 

might  otherwife  be  left  in  them.  In  this,  thef'tf-'^ 
fore,  we  clid  not  find  a  fingle  drop. 

After  we  had  refted,  we  refiimed  our  marchy 
following  theii^  track,  both  with  a  view  that 
they  might  not  exhauft  the  other  refcrvoirs, 
which  we  knew  we  fhould  foon  ftand  in  need 
of,  and  that  we  might,  if  poffible,  kill  fome 
of  them.  Towards  evening  we  came  up  with 
them,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagues  farther  on 
the. banks  of  the  river  j  and  as  the  bufties  vvith 
which  the  country  was  covered  retarded  their 
progrefs,  and  concealed  iis  from  their  fight, 
we  were  able,  by  the  affiftance  of  our  dogs,  to 
approach  them,  and  to  kill  two. 

They  were  in  nothing  different  from  the 
other  buffaloes  which  I  had  met  with  in  the 
caftern  part  of  Africa,  except  that  they  were 
of  a  mqnftrous  fize.  In  no  part  had  I  ever 
feen  any  equal  to  them. 

Two  animals  of  fuch  a  bulk  enfured  pro- 
vifions  in  abundance  f©r  my  whole  company ; 
but,  as  the  cutting  them  up  would  require  an 
entire  day,  I  deferred  that  labour  till  the  next 
morning.  At  break  of  day  my  people  began 
their  work ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  tha( >| 
might  conciliate  the  frietidihip  of  the  Koraqd^ 
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v"-^v.  horde  I  intended  to  vifit,  I  dIfpMched 
i      1    .;c.rs  to  inform  them  that,  if  they  chofe 

.  rtake  of  my  game,  I  would  give  them  a 
;.j  ^.rv  ot  it  with  the  greateft  picafure. 

In  this  manner,  1  here  repeat  it,  muft  every 
traveller  aft  who  wifh^s  to  fucceed  in  his  plan9. 
By  fuch  means  he  will  procure  friends  j  and 
he  will  find  no  favages,  however  ferocious, 
whom  he  may  not  render  tradable. 

I  muft  declare,  to  ^e  honour  of  the  Affi- 
-cans,  that  the  farther  y6u  go  from  the.  colonies 
you  ^ill  fiijd  among  them  more  fmcerity  and 
more  affedion,  Thofe  who,  on  account  of 
their  diftance,  are  neither  known  to,  nor  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Europeans, 
poflefs  a  fimplicity  highly  .engaging,  and  fhow  . 
no  miftruft  but  what  is  neceflary  to  every  rea- 
fonable  being,  to  guard  agaiaft  danger  and  pre- 
ferve  his  exiftence. 

Their  charader,  it  is  true,  difplays  more 
apathy,  and  their  talpnts  are  more  confined ; 
but  never  having  occafion  to  deceive,  and  being 
^fo  never  expofed  to  be  deceived  by  others, 
they  have  no  need  of  falfehood,  and  are  A3«^ 
j^cquainted  with  it.  ,    ^..  ^  ^^  V; 

Th?  J^oraquas  arrived  in  the  aftemoorr^  to  . 
B  3  the 
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the  number  of  thirty  men  and  women,  aq^ 
brought  with  them  fome  oxen  to  carry  back 
the  provifions  I  had  offered  them.  They  pafled 
the  night  with  me;  and,  next  morning,  hav- 
ing caufed  their  oxen  to  be  loaded,  1  fet  (Jut 
with  them  for  their  horde,  acrofs  a  fcorched 
plain,  the  driefl,  perhaps,  of  all  thofe  I  had 
yet  traverfed, 

I  every  whereobferved  giraffes;  but,  in  a 
fpace  fo  extenfive,  they  had 'too  much  advan- 
tage over  us  ;  and,  as  I  defpaired  of  being  ablb 
to  get  ftear  them,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  think 
of  purfuing  them.  Having,  however,  feen- a 
rhinoceros,  which,  by  the  heavinefs  of  his 
flight,  feemed  likely  to  lofe  ground,  I  refblve^ 
to  hunt  him,  and  fet  out  accordingly  with 
Klaas.  We  galloped  forwards  full  fpeed,  and 
had  got  within  (hot,  when  the  horfe  on  which 
Klaas  was  mounted,  fuddenly  ftumbling,  fell 
down,  and  threw  him  over  his  head  to  the 
diftance  of  more  than  ten  feet.  By  the  eflfedl? 
of  the  fall,  his  fiifee  went  off"  at  the  fame  time  j 
and  it  was  only  by  the  explofion  that  I  was 
informed  of  the  accident. 

I  was.then  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  a  ftraight  line  before  him. 
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I  haftened  towards  him,  as  foon  as  I  obferved 
the  accident,  and,  finding  him  motionlefs,  ima- 
gined he  was  dead ;  but,,  on  putting  fome  vo- 
latile alkali  to  his  nofe,  his  fenfes  returned ; 
and,  as  he  was  now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery, 
1  left  him  to  run  after  his  horfe  j  and  having 
caught  it  we  rejoined  our  caravan. 

An  accident,  but  of  a  different  kind,  had 
happened  among  the  reft  of  my  company^ 
Two  women,  exhaufted  by  fatigue  and  the 
beat,  had  been  taken  ill ;  an|d  it  was  found 
neceflary  to  place  them  upon  the  oxf  n  which 
J  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  followed 
us  in  relays.  ^ 

Though  we  had  advanced  but  a  little  way, 
my  colonial  Hottentots  were  already  quite 
worn  out.  Accuftomed  to  the  temperate  cli- 
mate of  the  Cape,  thefe  men,  naturally  indolent 
and  timid,  were  unable  to  fupport  the  fcorch- 
jng  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  to  which  we  were 
approaching.  Thofe  who  during  my  firft 
journey  had,  when  circumftances  required, 
fuftained  marches  of  twelve  hours,  found  them- 
felvee  now  fd  languid  and  weak  after  one  of 
half  the  time,  that  they  were  not  cajpabJe  of 
advancing  a  ftep  farther.  They  faw  me  ex- 
B  4  •     Ffe 
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pofe  myfelf  to  the  fame  fatigue  without  com-« 
plaining ;  but  my  example  had  no  effedt  tq 
raife  their  depreffed  courage, 

They  complained  particularly  of  thirftmore 
than  of  any  other  evil.  la  vain  did  I  exhort 
them  to  employ  a  remedy  I  had  difcovered, 
which  was  that  of  not  drinking  much,  and  of 
bein^  contented  with  lapping  a  little  water  at 
a  time,  like  my  dogs^  This  would  have  been 
fuflBcient  to  moiften  the  falivary  gland?,  and 
to  keep  the  mouth  cool ;  but'  their  pbftinate 
ignorance  would  not  fuffer  them.to  follow  my 
diredions.  They  drank  to  fatisfy  the  preftnt^ 
and  thought  they  could  drink  alfo  to  iktisfy 
their  future  thirft,  without  perceiving  that  the 
large  quantity  of  liquid  which  they  fwallowed, 
after  remaining, on  their  ftomachs  like  a  load, 
and  retarding  their  movements,  foon  went  off 
again  in  an  abundant  perfpiration,  which 
greatly  weakened  them,  and  threw  them  intQ 
a  ftate  of  general  relaxation,  the  caufe  of  which 
they  unjuftly  afcribed  to  the  climate. 

Befides,  all  the  water  here  being  for  the  rnqft 

part  brackifh,  it  occafioned  dyfenteries,  which 

xhej  rendered  continual,  by  rcfufing  the  only 

"  j-emedy  we  could  employ  to  check  them.  They 

4  ha(^ 
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had.  already  forgotten  thbfe  proteftations  of 
zeal,  and  thofe  folemn  promifes  which  they 
were  fo  eager  to  make  before  my  departure 
from  Cape  Orange  j  and  the  fymptoms  of  dit 
content  which  they  began  to  fliow  rendered 
me  exceedingly  unhappy. 

To  thi$  caufe  of  uneafinefs  was  added  ano- 
ther. On  approaching  the  kraaJ,  the  rem^dnder 
of  the  horde  (thofe,  I  mean,  who  were  not  in 
my  company)  came  to  meet  me,  but  in  a  tu- 
multuous manner,  and  without  a  leader.  Their 
chief  had  died  a  little  before ;  *  and,  fmce  thlat 
event,  anarchy,  diforder,  and  confufion  had 
prevailed  among  them.  Tliey  had  aflembled, 
indeed,  tb  ele£t  a  fucceflbr  to  the  deceafed ;  but^ 
the  perfon  chofen  having  refufed  to*accept  the 
office,  the  hordje  had  divided  into. two  parties, 
one  confifting  of  the  men  and  the  other  of  the 
women,  each  of  whom  had  named,  a  chief,  fo 
that  they  Jhad  three  at  once,  none  of  whom^ 
however,  poffeffed  fufficient  authority  to  ter- 
minate'their*  diflenfion.  :  The  refult  of  thi^ 
triple  eledion  wa$  continual  difpiHes  ^4 
%vrangling.  Battles,  in  which  much  blood  t^p^^ 
ihed,  took  place  every  day ;  and  thefe  co9i^||(a 
fended  ftill  mpre  tp  jncreafe  thei;*  animofity. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely  bad  they  joined  me,  when  they  be* 
ggn  to  (how,  by  their  conduft,  how  their  af? 
fairs  were  iitujtted*  The  whol^  horde,  both 
thofe  who  had  arrived  and  thofe  who  had  ac- 
jpompaaied  lae,  no  longer  paid  attention  to 
any  thing  but  their  quarrel ;  and  they  endea- 
voured to  intereft  me  in  it,  though  I  knew  not 
f  fingle  word  of  their  language.  To  fee  their 
warmth,  one  might  have  fuppofed  that  their 
^ledion  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  whole 
work),  and  that  the  fate  of  mankind  Was  about 
f o  depend  pn  th^ir  chief*  All  4poke  at  the  faine 
time ;  each  endeavoured  to  drown  his  neighr 
bour*s  voice  by  his  own ;  their  eyes  fparkled 
with  fury;  and,  amidft  this  ?onfufion,  while 
they  threatened  each  other  in  turns,  the  noife 
they  made  became  truly  dreadfuK 

This  inteftine  war  among  the  lavages  af- 
forded  me  a  fpedacle  entirely  new;  and  though 
it  had  rather  an  alarming  appearance,  it  pre-* 
fentedfomething  interefting  to  the obfervation 
of  a  traveller.  The  hope,  ipdeed,  which  I 
entertained  of  fettling  their  difjpute  in  an  equi- 
table manner,  made  fome  amends  for  the  dif** 
agreeablenefs  of  my  fituation  by  being  confti- 
tutcd  f\ipreme  jvdge  in  a  caufe  of  fo  mucl^ 

'    confe- 
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ponfequaace.  I  had  great  reafon  to  entertaiq 
a  high  idea  of  myfelf,  as  I  was  goieg,  by  ^ 
lingle  word,  to  be  the  founder  or  reftoref  of 
fhegreat^ft  pcjwerth^t  one  mortal  can  cxercifq 
pver  others. 

I  learned  by  my  interpreters,  that  the  de-r 
ceafed  had  left  feyeral  fons  of  fufficient  age  to 
fucceed  him  ;  and  yet  thefe  fons  had  been  en-? 
tirely  forgotten ;  notwithftanding  whatKolben 
tells  of  the  wonderful  order  which  prevails,  as 
to  fucceflSon,  among  the  African  tribea,  and 
of  the  continuance  of  the  crown  in  the  reigning 
families.  The  courfe  dilated  to  me  by  pru- 
dence, and  the  only  one  I  could  pu^fue  under 
the  prefent  circumftancesj,  was  to  watch  the 
different  events  likely  to  refult  from  this  fcene, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  that  which  I  might 

.  think  moft  favourable  to  my  views.     A  for- 
tunate circumftance  foon  enabled  me  p  cany 

*^my  plan  into  execution. 

Unarmed  and  without  any  precaution, 
though  furrounded  by  this  enraged  multitude, 
I  walked  calmly  along  ifl  the  midft  of  them ; 

'  and,  when  we  arrived  at  the  kraal,  I  ordered  my 
tent  to  be  immediately  formed,  as  if  I  had  beea 
furrounded  by  my  friends  and  relations. 
'  This 
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This  appearance,  ralkd  fuddenly,  and  as  if  by 
magic,  before  the  eyes  of  the  horde,  with  my 
fufees,  horfes,  and  tent,  objeds  which  were  all 
new  to  them,  filled  them  with  admiration.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  motionlefs  and  with^ 
theit  mouths  wide  bpen^  all  flood  lookir.g  at 
them  with  profound  filence.  Anger,  haired, 
and  every  violent  paffion,  feeraed  by  their 
countenances  to  be  extinguiflied,  and  to  have 
given  place  to  ij^ort  tranquil  emotions,  to  ig- 
norant furprife,  and  ftupid  aftoniihment.  This 
Hate  of  calmnefs  was  }uft  what  I  wiflied  for  j' 
and  my  whole  attention  was  employed  in  pro- 
longing it,  in  order  that  I  might  turn  it  to  ad- 
vantage.' 

.  Infkncy  is  naturally  curious ;  it  is  flruck 
with  every  thing  it  fees ;  and  the  favage,  in 
this  refpeft,  is  only  a  grown  up  child.  As 
tfiefe  fevages  feemed  to  wifh  that  I  would  per- 
mit them  to  examine  more  clofely  whatever 
excited  their  admiration,  I  readily  condefcended 
to  gratify  tliieir  defire.  They  approached,  fur-, 
veyed,  and  handled  every  thing.  But  the 
principal  pbjaJt  of  general  curiofity  was  my 
perfon.  They  feemed  as  if  they  would  never 
|)e  fatisfied  ^ith  looking  at  m^  dr^fst  They 
5  P^^l^4 
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pulled  off  my  hat,  that  they  might  the  better 
examine  my  hair  and  my  beard.  Which  were 
long.  They  even  half  unbuttoned  my  clothes ; 
and  furprifed  to  fee  itiy  Ikin  white,  each  felt  it^ 
as  if  defirous  to  afcertain  that  what  they  faW 
was  reaL 

This  comedy  cc^ntiaued  till  the  evening  ;  and 
I  did  every  thing'  in  my  power  to  prolong  it*  f 
At  length,  when  the  moment  of  feparation  ar- 
rived, I  caufed  to  he  hinted  to  the  whole  com- 
pany,  that  if,  two  hours  after  fun-rife  next 
mornings  they  fhould  not  be  agreed  refpeding 
the  choice  of  a  chief,  I  would  immediately 
leave  them.  I  added,  however,  that  if,  ou 
the  other  hand,  they  came  and  prefented  to 
me  a  chief,  elefted  by  general  confent,  I 
would  then  load  them  all  with  prefents,  and 
beftow  on  him  a  diftin£tion,  which  would 
raife  him  above  all  his  equals,  and  render 
the  horde  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  in  the 
whole  country.  But  what  was  my  furprife 
when  I  learned  the  fame  evening,  that  on  my 
head  the  burden  of  the  crown  was  depofed  ! 
Pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  I 
took  advantage  of  it,  as  I  had  intended,  to  reftorp 
perfect  tranquillity;  and  I  accordingly  acquiefced, 

aOTuring 
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Skfluring  them,  that  if  they  would  promifc  to  Be        .    ; 

bbedient,  I  would  give  them  the  only  chief 

worthy  of  ruling  them,  arid  df  making  therti 

happy. 
By  means  of  niy  interpreters,  I  had  acquired 

every  information  neceffary  to  enable  me  t6 

accompUfh  my  end  with  certainty.     My  prfh- . 

cipal  aim  was  to  learn  the  choice  or  inclinatibn 

df  the  majority ;  and  I  hoped,  when  it  was. 

known,  to  give  to  the  objed  of  it  a  confc- 
queiice  that  fhould  be  Capable  of  ftriking  them^ 
I  fucceeded  according  to  my  defite.     They 

named  one  Haripa,  and  I  immediately  pro- 
fcldimed  him  chief; 

The  favage  has  ftrong  pafllons  j  his  anger  is 
violent,  but  it  is  of  fliort  duration,  and  he  focnt 
TCturns  to  the  natural  mildnefs  of  his  charadten 
This  I  experienced  on  the  prefent  dccafiori; 
The  commotion  of  the  horde  fubfided ;  and 
they  peaceably  retired j  apparently  difpofed  td 
obey  me, 

I  was  ignorant  whether  thd  women,  wherl 
they  feparated,  held  any  conference  together^ 
or  whether  my  choice  was  agreeable  to  their 
wiflies ;  but,  at  the  appointed  hour  next  morn- 
ing, the  whole  horde  appeared  before  me,  with 
•     6  Haripa 
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Haripa  at  their  head.  He  was  a  man  about 
forty  years  of  age,  tall,  well  made,  exceedingly 
ftrong,  and  confequently  formed  by  nature  for 
ruling  the  feeble  multitude. 

Before  I  proceeded  to  inftall  him,  I  defired 
to  know  whether  they  were  all  agreed  in  ac- 
knowledging him ;  or  if  any  one  objeded  to 
his  elelaion.     Being  affured  that- they  were 
unanimous,  I  ordered  Klaas  to  approach.  Klaas 
immediately  advanced,  holding  in  his  hand  ond 
of  thofe  grenadier  caps  given  me  by  Colonel 
Gordon,  and  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken. 
He  had  bruQied  it  with  great  care ;  and  had 
poliihed  the  copperplate  in  the  fron^  which 
was  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Holland, 
that  is  to  fay,  a  Hon  rampant,  having  in  one 
of  his  fore-paws  fevcn  arrows,  and  in  the  otheif 
a  naked  fabre. 

This  fymbol  could  not  fail  to  pleafe  thefe 
favages,  as  it  exhibited  a  reprefentation  of  the 
weapons  peculiar  to  them,  and  of  the  moft 
formidable  animal  of  their  country,  which  I 
took  care  to  point  out  to  them.  They  tefti'* 
fied  their  admiration  in  the  moft  cxpfeffive 
manner;  and  imagined  that,  fuperior  to  kings, 
I  had  by  my  alofiighty  power  made  this  work 

.  during 
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during  the  nigbvmerely  witha  view  to  afibr4 
them  pleafure* 

After  this  preparation,  I  commanded  filence  3 
and,  cauling  the  monarch  to  approach  me,  I  pla- 
ced the  cap  upon  hid  head  with  great  folemnity. 
1  then  affixed  to  the  fKin,  which  formed  his 
drefs,  feveral  rows  of  glafs  beads  j  gave  him  a 
girdle  made  of  a  firing  of  very  large  ones ;  or- 
namented his  arms  with  tin  bracelets,  and  faf- 
pended  from  his  neck  a  fmair  padlock,  fhaped 
like  a  butterfly,  the  key  of  which  I  had  loft* 
Such  padlocks,  made  in  the  form  of  animals  of 
every  kind,  are  very  common  at  the  Cape# 
Thfey  come  from  China  j  and  are  brought  to 
Africa  by  th^e  captains  of  the  Company's  lhip« 
which  trade  in  the  Indian  feas.  . 

During  the  ceremony  of  inftallation,  the 
whole  horde,  dumb  and  motionlefs  through 
admiration,  feemed  loft  in  ecftacy.  Haripa 
himfelf,  though  highly  gratified,  did  not  dare  to 
make  the  leaft  movement,  and  obferved  a  gra- 
vity altogether  rifible.  *When  the  inaugura-* 
tion  was  finiflied,  and  he  was  completely 
drefled,  I  prefentfed  him  with  a  mirror,  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  fatisfadion  of  furveying  his 
own  figure.    I  then  (hewed  him  to  the  people, 

who 


^hx)  e^prefl2»l  their  joy  fay  (hoote  and  jqppkufes 
Mrithout  end. 

Ye  honed  hearts,  who  perufe  this  account, 
behold  what  it  coft  me  to  reftofe  peace  among 
a  whole  tribe,  and  to  prevent  them  from  de* 
ibroyiog  each  other!  From  this  moment  c6n-» 
cord  was  re-eftabliflied ;  uniVerfaljoy  prevailed 
throughout  t^e  horde  j  and  they  inftaatly  be« 
gan  their  danciQgs,  which  continued  for  three 
days  and  three  nights  without  initermiffion*  ^T^v 
They  killed  for  this  feftival  feveral  fat  {heep^ 
and  even  two  oxen ;  an  extraordinary  and 
truly  afkmiihing  magnificence  among  a  peo« 
ple^  who,  whep  they  barter  one  of  their  daugh* 
ters  for  a  cow,  thiokichey  have  made  an  ex^ 
cellent  bs^gaio* 

If  tbe  Koraquas  iet  fuch  a  high  value  on 
their  horned  cattle,  it  is  btcaufe  they  are  the 
principal  part  of  their  riches.  They  do  not, 
liowever,  make  them  aa  objed  of  trade.  Beii^ 
too  £ur  diftant  firotu  the  colonies  to  have  any  , 
commercial  intercourfe  whh  them,  either  di* 
redly  or  indireAly,  they  can  tra£Bc  whh  their 
cattle  only  among  themselves  ot  their  neigh^) 
hours. 

When  I  Wiihid,  thcrefiope,  to  ^rchaftfti 

VoiuIIL  C  fuffident 
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feifficienjriiumbffer  for  my  waggbiie,  tofoppff 
the  place  of  thofe  I  had  loft,  I  procured  them 
at  a  price  which  mi^de  me  even  afliamed.  Aa 
ox  coft  me  only  a  fmall  bit  of  iron  or  a  nail ; 
and  thofe  wiro  had  the  good  fortune  to  make 
Aich  an  exchange  were  highly  fatisfied  vAtH 
<heir  4>argaih.       *  ■ 

^  I  a6x  fully  .convinced  that/  had  I  been  de- 
firoii^tQ  tempt  themi  by  expoiin^  to  their 
view  cectaon  trinkets,  1  might  have^  got,:with- 
put  exception,  every  thingrthat  beldnged  to  lie 
horde*  This  reminds  me  of  tlie:> Indians  I  had 
ieen  at  Surinam,  who,  forgetting  in'tbe  mora*-* 
ing^thftt  th^y  muft  repofe  at  night,  <wiH  fell 
their  hammock  for  the  ctid  dS  a,  ligbded  wax^ 
candle.  Thefe  people  v^^ould.inot;:giivfc.iIie' 
fnmlkft  .article  for  a  buaidred  i^ei^t  «if?v»tix-. 
ijamllca  m. packets;  buti^eyace.icdttdedibyi 
thofplendottt  of  oneAat.  is:lightQ)d*.*fI!he)c  arq 
ohi^dtfen  •  tvho,  ;tQ  obtaka  aojr.  t^iflj:  itrat/girort 
ritcm  tpleifua  ibr  thcimdincflti.  m&LiiSkt:2La& 
reidily'rerign  wfaatevwtheypofiefsJ  ■  -  ) 
t  iz  is'c&en  from  the  fame  childi£h  fpidt  th«tt 
thejaxftgfiw  ib  ready  to  pilfer^  aod  appropriates 
to  his  own  ufe  whatever  he  finds  pleafiog  ori 
£ifiifeDd.'tO';'^it;puipd&9.':  ^Ehaii  Kofaquas- at- 
:  Ki/?iUi  z  ^  . :  .*  Itempt ed 


tempted  to  cany  awaT-jibmeof^my-cfffiff^evea 
before  my  face;;  axui  to  prcvfeot  their^apacity, 
I  VTMS  obliged  either  tavatch  over,  or?to  depo^ 
fit  thexn  ia  fome  .place  of  fafetyv  where  tbey 
coiild  no  lodget  af&rd  teittptaHo^^. 
.  iIThde  people iire  taH^  ^nd  CQn(efl[ucmly,of 
greater  flattirethaatbe  Hottentojte^  pf  the  co^o^ 
nies. .  My  Hottentots,^  fi6r  .inftande,  teiu:hed 
onlyto  tWr  ihoiddersj  but,  hotwithftanding 
this  difference  of  fize,  and  that  of  their  cheeks 
which  are  lefs  prominent,  and  though  their 
flcinsare  blacker^  I  b^evfe  them  to  be  defc^nded 
from  the  fame.  race.  At  any  rate  they  h^ve 
the  fame  language  and  cuiloms  as  the  Nimi* 
quas  their .  neighbours,  who  ax!e  certainly  of 
Hottentot  extradion. 

Their  drefs  alio  Is  the  fame  in.  fcxrm  as  that 
of  the  Nimiquas,  thongh  it  di&rtf  in  the  fub* 
ftance,  being  compofed  of  the  fkin  of  the 
hyaena,  and  particularly  of  that  of  the  jackal, 
an  animal  found  in  great  abundance  in  thofo 
barren  regions.  With  regard  to  the.  fkins  of 
ihe  buffaloe  and  the  girafe,  as  they  are  too . 
thick  to  be  ufcd  fordrefles,  they  employ  them 
only  to  xover  their  huts.  * 

At  the  exciHIve  drynefs   of  the  country 
C  2  renders 
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retidtn  (]^gt  yttj  nre^  ^^  Konqoas  vfoiild 
be  imabte  to  inhafoit  it,  liadthey  notfouod  die 
means  of  remedying  ^s  (carcitj  of  ¥r;ater. 
For  this  purpoie,  tbey  dig  in  the  earth  a  kind  of 
eiftems  or  rather  welis,  to  which  thef  deiceiul 
gradually  by  ftepe ;  and  theie  people  an  ihe 
only  African  nation  among  wham  I  )t9€t 
ibund  the  fame  mark  of  induftry. 

As  their  wells  always  contain  little  watier^ 
and  as  none  is  to  be  loft,  tl^y  take  care  to  fe« 
cure  it  even  from  the  birds,  by  clofmg  upithe 
mouth  of  the  hole  with  ftoncs  and  the  branchtt 
6f  trees;  fo  that,  unlefs  .one  knows  the  fpot, 
it  is  impoffible  to  find  it»  They  go  down 
into  it  every  day,  to  fetph  up  as  much]water  as 
may  be  necefTary  for  the  confumption  of  thdf 
people  and  cattle.  They  draw  It  in  a  kind  of 
vedels  made  of  a  piece  of  .hollowed  wood, 
and  pour,  it  into  the  ikins  of  buf&loes  or  gi-^ 
raffiss,  placed  in  a  concave  form  on  the  ground 
to  hold  it^  but  they  diftribute  it  with  the  ut* 
mod  parfimony,  and  never  draw  more  dun 
they  abfolutely  have  occasion  for. 
'  Notwithftanding  this  itnCt  economy,  the 
wells  often  become  dry,  and  in  that  cafe  the 
horde  is  obliged  to  remove  to  fome  other  pla/cet' 
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Among  aH  the  weftern  tribes^  therrfare,  there 
are  none  who  leatd  fo  wandering  a  life  a»  the 
Koraquas  :  the  confequence'of  which  is,  that,, 
athej  often  change  their  abotleiandacquire  new 
DeighbouTS,  they  muft,  inibme meaturei adopt 
the  cuiloms  of  the  nations  near  which  tltey  fix 
their  refidence«  Some  tribes  of  them  greafe 
tfaemfelves  like  the  Hottentots ;  while  others 
tattoo  their  face,  breaft»  and  arms,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Caffres.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  fame  colour  is  not  em- 
ployed by  all  the  Koraquas.  Each  has  his  own, 
according  as  caprice  may  dired  him  in  his 
choice,  and  it  generally  varies  every  day  ; 
which  renders,  as  one  may  fay,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  fame  horde  ftrangers  to  each  other, 
and  gives  them  a  motley  appearance,  as  if  they 
w^re  drefied  for  a  mafquerade. 

After  the  accident  of  my  wound  in  the  horde 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  by  a  prickly  geranium,  I  al- 
ways took  care,  when  I  encamped  in  a  new 
fpot,  to  caufe  all  thofe  I  could  find  around  me 
to  be  torn  up.  Among  thofe  which  we  bad 
occafion  to  deftroy,  near  Haripa's  kraal,  I 
foimd  a  moft  fuperb  one,  with  three  loii^ 
prickles,  a  figure  of  which  fball  be  given, 

C  3  when 


2t  TRAVELSIN 

when  I  publifh  an  account  of  the  new  plants 
1  colle^ed  in  the  courfc  of  my  travels. 
.  I  found  alfo,  in  the  fame  neighbourhood, 
two  new  fpecles  of  euphorbia,  engravings  of 
which  are  annexed.  Thefirft,  which  I  call 
the  melon-ribbed  euphorbia,  does  not  rife  more 
than  three  or  four  inches  from  the  ground,  to 
which  it  adheresvby  a  coUedion  of  fibrous 
roots,  iffuing  from  feveral  tubercles  difpofed.in 
the  manner  of  a  crown.  The  ftem  forms  a 
flatted  globe  excavated  at  the  fumrait,  and  has 
libs  like  the  apple  which  we  call  in  Prance 
calvilte  blanche.  Thefe  ribs  are  elevated,  thick, 
and  convex,  have  a  greenifli  colour,  and  arc 
marked  with  brown  tranfvcrfal  bands.  From 
the  fummit  of  the  ribs  i flue  feveral  liitie  tufis 
of  pedunculate  flowers. 

I  gave  the  name  of  the  catef  pillar-euphorbia - 
to  the  fecond,  bccaufe,  when  I  firft  found  it, 
I  thought  I  faw  on  it  feveml  beautiful  hairy 
eaterpiHars.  The  delcription  of  it  in  a  few 
words  is  as  follows :  From  a  very  large  tube- 
rous root,  which  "here  and  ihere  throws  out  a 
few  thready  fibres,  iflue  feveral  ftalks  almoft  of 
the  length  of  the  finger :  they  creep  along  the 
ground,  are  twiftcd,  woody^  deRitutc  pf  l?:aye3, 

and 
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and  fumifhed   with   feveral   rdws  of  round 
tubercles,  each  guarded  by  two  prickles. 

Both  thefe  kinds  of  euphbrbuim  are  to  be 
dreaded ;  becaufc,  being  low  and  mixed  with 
the  herbage  like  muflirooras^  animals,  as  they 
feed,  run  the  rifc  of  eating  them  with  their 
pafture. 

Though  this,  part  of  the  country  is  dry  and 
barren,  it  affords  an  abundant  variety  of  plants/ 
from  which  an  expert  botanift  might  have 
derived  more  benefit  than  I  did.  ly  however, 
made  a  great  number  of  drawings  of  the  moft 
remarkable  objeds ;  engravings  from  which  I 
intend  to  publifh  hereafter. 
-  Diiiing  my  refidence  with  this  horde,  I  ob- 
ferved  large  flocks  of  cranes  and  paroquets 
pafs  regularly  over  our  heads  every  day,  from 
north-weft  to  fouth-eaft.  The  latter  appeared 
to  me  to  be  proceeding  towards  Caffraria; 
and  they  were  pqrhaps  of  the  fpeciesl  had  k^n 
in  that  country.  I  diftinguifhed  them  by  the 
.condnual  chattering  which  they  made  during 
their  flight,  and  by  their  manner  of  JS  jing  in 
pairs,  male  aod  female;  but  they  were  at  fo 
great  a  height  that  I  oould  not  kiU  any  of  them  ; 
and.thb  wa;$>tha/cafe  with  all^the  birds  of  paf* 
C  4  fage 
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fagc  I  had  aqi  opportunity  of  fedog.  As  tli«^ 
4^imtry  had  nothing  to  induce  them  toddfi^nd^ 
none  of  them  flopped.  Mj  hunting  ex^ur-^ 
fiohs,  therefore,  were  become  tirefome;  and  my 
coUedions  did  not  increafe  fo  much  aa  I 
wiflicd. 

With  regard  to  the  animals  that  were  t^ 
fupply  the  confiderable  confumption  made 
daily  by  my  company,  I  could  depend  nettheif 
6n  giraffes,  buffaloes,  nor  the  rhinoceros^ 
which)  being  too  wild,  could  not  be  approachedt 
My  whole  refource,  therefore,  was  in  the  an- 
telopes ;  but,  though  I  had  in  no  part  feen  fo 
many,  and  though  they  wandered  here  it| 
immenfe  flocks^  I  found  it  vf  ry  difiicult  tp  get 
near  them.  • 

"While  under  this  embairraffment^  Haripai 
who  thought  himfelf  much  indebted,  to  xs» 
for  the  prefents  I  had  given  him,  and  who 
from  gratitude  and  attachment  accompanied 
me  every  where,  promifed,  if  I  would  follow 
his  advice,  and  hmit  after  the  Koraqu^  manner, 
to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  killing,  without 
quitting  the  fpot,  n^ore  g^me  than  w^d  be 
fuflkienl  for  all  my  compiny  during  a  whole 
RiQon.  This  extraordinary  prom|fe  a|>pcjH:cd  tQ 
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me  exaggeratton  $  but,  at  it  wii$  eafy  fot  me  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  it,  and  as  it  ffibrded  m^ 
the  hopes  of  learning  fomething,  perhaps,  that 
I  did  not  know,  i  confented  to  make  a  triaL 

Next  morning,  as  loon  as  it  was  day,  thd 
pbief  fcnt  out  fifty  men  to  track  oil  the  hills 
and  eminences  fituated  on  the  foutb  fide  of 
the  horde.  About  nooo^  one  of  them  ittumed 
to  give  notice,  that  they  had  driven  ieveral 
^ocks  of  antelopes  togetheif ;  that  they  now 
formed  an  immenfe  body,  moving  towards  the 
plain ;  and  that  they  v?ould  not  fail  foon  to 
make  their  appearance. 

I  immediately  kt  out^  with  Haripa,  who 

pofted  me  in  a  defile  of  the  plain,  through 

which,  as  he  conjedured  from  the  direction 

purfued  by  the  trackers,  the  antelopes  mud 

jdeceflarily  pafs ;  and  indted  we  had  not  long 

remained  in  this  pofition  when  we  faw,  rifing 

irom  the  fides  of  the  hills,  clouds  of  du(^. 

which  feemed  every  moment  to  extend  them- 

felves  and  to  become  larger.     He  then  defired 

me  to  lie  down  on  my  belly,  with  iriy  face  t04» 

wards  the  ground  ;  and  in  this  pofture,  whid| 

jippeared  to  mi?  very  little  proper  for  burning^ 

I  waited  the  erent  in  (ilence. 

lf%t  ^telopes  advanced  full  ipeed,  and  did 

.  not 
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not  fail  to  difcdt  their  courfe  towards  u$,  a&  he 
had  forefeen.  As  the  fituatioa  we  had  taken 
did  npt  permit  them  to  fee  us,  they  were  not 
ftartfed,  but  proceeded  forwards  without  alter* 
ing  their  diredioti ;  when  about  two  thoufand 
of  them,  however,  had  pafled:  us,  he  rofe  up, 
began  to  difcharge  his  arrows,  and  defired  me 
ta  fire  at  the  lame  time. 

I  was  fully  fenfible  that,  when  the  herd  was 
once  put  in  motion,  the  antelopes  in  the  rtat 
would  follow  the  reft ;  and  that,  during  the 
impreffion  of  their  fear  whidh  made  them  fly, 
and  throw  themfelves  in  crowds  towards  us, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  per<:eive  us,  I  faw 
jdfo  that  the  farages,  by  difpatching  them 
filently  with  their  arrows,  ran  no*  rift:  of  fear- 
ing them  ;  but  I  was  apprehenfive  that,  if  I 
fired  my  fufee,  the  explofion  might  fpread 
terror  ^among  them,'  and  that  they  would  thea ' 
fcti\rn  the  way  tbey  had  come*  ■* 

My  apprehenfiona,  though  founded  in  rea- 
fooi"  were  not  verified.:  I  fired  repeatedly 
invall  dire£lionfJ,  but  th<s  column  continued 
fo  advance  as  before;  and  fear  produced  on 
jtheir  fheepifh  inftind  no  otl>^r  efFeft  than  that 
of  making  them  move  on  falter. - 
f  1  frequently  poured  the  contents  of 'my  fufee 
!  .*  into 
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Into  the  middle  of  this  confiifed  multitude,  and 
each  of  myalls  often  brought  down  feveral  of 
them  at  a  time.  Had  I  wifhed  for  as  many^  I 
might  eafily  :have  procured  a  hundred ;  and  I 
ceafed  firings  merely  becaufe  fuch  a  quantity  of 
^ame  would  liave  been  of  no  u£e  to  me. 
.  Every  time  I  difchaiged  n\y  fuece  at  thcfe 
antelopes,  tlwj;  n)mp$Miflimediately.and  at  the 
iaoie  moment,  all  became  ^  white  ;  and  thofe 
jthouiands  of  red  backs  fiying.before  meformed^ 
,a8  it  were^  one  fheet  of  fijow,  which  feemed  dit- 
played  only  to  difappear  again  in  an  inftant. 

I  "have  already  fpoken  of  that  fingukr  pro* 
perty  *of  the  fpring-bock  antelope,  which  has 
the  faculty  of  changing  at  will  the  colour  of 
its  rump,  which  is  red,  a,nd  of  making  it  fud- 
denly  become  white,  as  If  by  a  kind  of  en- 
chjmtment.  A  phenomenon  of  this  nature 
,prqfent&  at  ftrft  to  the  mind  fomething  mar- 
vellous ;  it  is,  however,  ftridly  true,  and  may 
be  eafily  comprehended  after  the  followix^ 
explanation. 

The  long  thick  hair  which  covers  the  rump 
of  the  fpring-bock  antelope  is,  in  general,  of  a 
tawny  hue  j  but,  though  it  appears  to  be  en- 
^i^-ely  o(  that  ^olpur,  it  is  only  t^^e  furface  that 

is 
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k  TeaHy  fo }  for  underneath  it  U  of  «  fart 
while)  aftd  iq  it8  natitfal  {ituatioft  this  patt  it 
entirely  cenceafed.  N6W  all  the  hair  on  the 
monp  glows  fr6m  a  ftrong  tifibe  df  mufcobtr 
fibre*!  by  ^^^i  of  which  the  ammal  eaft^  at 
pleafuce.  extend  or  ctaitrad  the  ikia;  h  that» 
i^hto  eixtendedy  the  upper  hahr  if  laid  flat  to 
the  right  and  left^  asd  that  bdow  Only,  which 
Is  perfbdiy  white,  itmaios  expofed  to  view^ 
and  evttt  cavers  the  reft.  I  cannot  better  de^ 
fcribe  this  opttdtion^  thati  by  coMparing  it  tb 
the  adion  of  opening  and  ihutting  a  hodi: 
placed  On  its  back. 

Another  fa£t,  more  difficult  to  ht  explained, 
is  the  prodigious  multiplication  of  thtft  ante- 
lopes in  «i  country  infefted  with  tarniTOrous 
animals,  which  it  every  where  produces.  I 
bad  in  other  placies  met  with  a  few  of  their  nu^ 
mefous  Aocks ;  but,  when  I  beheld  this,  I  often 
wond^ed  how  fo  many  thoufands  of  animalit, 
which,  by  their  number,  muft  have  dried  up 
the  ftreams,  and  confumed  the  pafturage  of  a 
whole  difttid,  could  live  in  a  place  fo  barren 
and  deftitute  of  water.  But  though  antelopes^ 
as  Well  as  goats,  have  not  the  fame  need  of^ 
drink  as  other  animals,  they  doubtlefs  com^ 

monly 
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monlf  ihh^^  moreftnilecitntOQ»s4o4  tlww 
y^tact  {wh  in.  tbe  aeighbourJtKwd,  u  wMl  ff^^ 
fently  be  fecn.  In  fhoit,  to  give  my  X(M»d«» 
4a  A^i^  hpw  ni}.tpfrou$  thi$  ^rd  wftSg  1 4bcJl 
only  fay  that,^  notwithflanding  ]t]^e  rap^^i^ 
^  its  cpurfe)  it  c^nployed'  thc^  whol€  bourf  to 

In  the  rdafioa  qf  my;  £rll  ti^yds^  I  ^^yc^ 
inetKi^M^  th$8  <uitelppf  ymder  the  name  o^  ^ 
gaulle  dc  parade — fii>  af>peUatiQQ  ^xf^e^ngljr 
well  fuited  to  k|  •si;  foQa^  to  .prodi^e  \\i$ 
chwge  I  h«vc  /jpokjsn  irfi  ?a?ariB^y  for  tHe-j^iw^ 
pofe  of  ornamenting  its  xump  mih  a  fy\^adiA 
cdoun  On  i^ccpunt  of  this  demoa^n^ii^  I 
have  beenreprouched  by  a  JotkmsUft  wuh  oot 
having  ftudied  the  true  principles  of  the  iraolor 
gicai  nomenclature ;  but  the  critic  was  doubts 
Ie(s  ignorant,  that  the  above  luime  is. one  .pf 
thpfe  givep  to  this  antelcfie  at  the  Gape  of  ^ 
Good-Hopei  where  the  i^nt«n  ^iftingviih  it 
by  that  of  pr^fik^iock  (thego«(  whiqh  adorns 
itfeif ):  it  is  known  alfo  by  tho&of  theieapiog 
goat^  axid  the  gpat  of  parage.  AH  theie  4i£> 
ferent  dt  nominations  are  derived  from  the  ba^ 
bits  of  the  animal ;  and,  in  xny  opinion,  they 
are  all  preftrable  to  thofe  ftranig;e  and  barba^ 

rous 
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roos  natties,  which  prefeht  no  analogy  Between 
fhem  and  the  thing  they  exprefs.  For  furdy 
the  trueft  principles  of  nomenclature  are  thofe 
which  bleft  paint  the  objeSs  they  ate  intended 
to  ni'ake  known. 

*  I  never  faw  any  where  fo  beautiful  a  brcdd 
X)f  goats  as  among  the  KoraqUas.  I  purfehafed 
fcverai  o^  them,  which  weffe^  kcided  ta  my 
flock;  Wheri'lpd?WtTirough^thfediftHa  <Jf 
flic  Twenty-foiiit^  Rivers^  my  friend  Liewenw 
berg  had  merifioned  thcfe  anittiSfe,^ which  h« 
kntivdnly  by^r^ort^and  he  begged  me,  if  I 
to^i  ito  brinl  hiih  a  mafe.  Having  foun^ 
one  tliat  was  TefeMy  remarkable,^  b6th  on  ac^ 
count  <jf  itslfize  aid  the  length  and  breadth  of 
i«  hwiisi  tpurehkfed  itrfor  my^ixiend,  at  the 
expenceofao^  oF  a  moderate  fize,  and  a 
fewgliifs  beads/  -i 

'  Whh  Aails-6f  ^^ditfcrent  fiz^s  1  in  like  man-^ 
ner  procured  fwenty-one  oxen  for  my  wag-* 
gons.  The  favagts  (hewed  the  ulmoft  avidity 
fobbiftah  the  fmalleft  bits  of  iron,  becaufe  they 
fefted  to  make  points  for ^heir  affagays  or  their 
arrbws* 

^   Notwithftanding  their  great  fondrteft  for 
*arers,  they  fct  more  value  on  that  metal  than 

on 
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on  gMs'4ttd  copper  beads,  which  familh  them 
with  omam^its;'  I  Qtti^convlnced,  that  for  the 
iron  work  of  ]thc  wheel  of  one  of  my  carriages 
I  (hould  have  receiveil  a  herd  of  an  hundred 
head  of  oxen. 

It  was  probable  that  Swanepoel^  in  mj 
abfencey  was  employed  on  the  banks  of 
Oftinge--Rivcr,  according  to  my  orders,  in 
procuring  me  a  team  or  two.  But  even  if 
Ke  had  not  ifiJcceededi  which  was  Tery  un- 
likely, I  had,  without  his- afiiflffncb,  a  Sufficient 
number  tb  dfaw  my ;  carriages,  ^in  the  oxen 
I  had  |>rocured-  from  the  foft  hordes,  through 
which  I  had  paflcd,  aad  tiibfe  I  hid  lately  put- 
chafed.  *  Bding  perfedly  eafy  oA  (Ms  head;  I 
was  now  in  a  condition  to  return  to  irty  cinip 
fnd  reftittie  rhy  jburtiey  i  iri^  my  fefcurity  was 
fo  rtluih  the  better  founded,  as,  my  new  oxen 
beiiigacciiftbmed^tothe?ierbage  of  the  diftrift, 
I  liad  no  reafon  to  appr ehfend  that  my  pro- 
grefs  would 'be  interruiHed  by  them,' as  it  had 
been  by  the  others. 

A  »e*r'plan,  however,  ftili  detftlnsd  me,  and 
fufpended  my-reium.  I  had  m'atty  tiijies  heard 
of  a  bMVc  ^and  warlike  nation,  dreaded  by  all 
the  hvu^i  in  general  of  thefe'  ooui*ries  :  I 
-     "**'  ^  mean 
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me&,  <hftl  of  At  JiovawiRm  3eing  n$ig^« 
JxHirs  tp  th?  Bo0)men  on  the  ^aft,  they  ar« 
(pften  <»nfounded  with  thefe  people ;  but  they 
diifer  from  them  La  their  jdifpoTition^  language^ 
and  manners:  they  are,  bcfide8,.a  wandering 
tHbe}'a^^  proc^ding  la  their  emigrations 
firom  the  one  fea  to  the  other,  they  fiiut  up,  a» 
qne  may  fay,  that  part  of  Afri9a,  apd  form  a 
|>arr}er  acrofs  its  whole  breadth* 

A  people  fo  diflSbrent  from  alJ  thofe  I  ha4 
f^n  deferved  to  be  known*  My  defign  waf 
^  fefcure  their  friendfliip,  which  wa$  ^opie 
abfel^tjsly  neqdlary,  either  if,  after  returning 
to  tny  camp,  I  fhould  wiOi  to  refiime  my 
journey^  or  jf  I  proceeded  back  to  the  Gape 
to  b^in  it  again. 

I  was  told  that  I  could  not  penetrate  int« 
tfieir  country  without  traverfing  thofe  of  oth^ 
nations^  Many  of  the  men  belonging  to  Ha^ 
ripa's  horde  propofed,  however,  to  accQnipany 
me ;  and  I  accepted  their  offer,  becaufe  I  i2K>ul4 
have  occafion  for  guides ;  but  I  would  take 
only  four,  and  I  confequently  fent  back  fuck 
of  the  Greater  Ntmiquas  as  had  hitherto  aO 
tended  me.  Hari^ia  came  with  great  ^remony 
to  bid  me  farewf^     Having  wiihed  hka  a  nu-i 

meroua 
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fii?foUs  progeny,  a  peaceful  reign,  .and  that 
the  women  might  be  more  fubmiffive,  I  fet 
but  at  break  of  day,  to  avoid  the  heat,  and  pro- 
ceeded dn  my  journey,*  with  an  intention  of 
halting  on  the  banks  of  a  river  five  leagues 
diftant  frotii  the  horde,  wher6,  according  to 
the  account  of  my  guides,  I  ihould  find  as 
many  rhinocerofes  as  I  might  wifti,  Ti;e  na* 
lives  call  this  river  FiJihRher. 

Though  we  had  marched  only  a  few  hours, 
I  remarked,  in  the  fmall  fpace  we  traverfed,  a 
great  change  in  the  produdtions/  On  all  fides 
I  beheld  difierent  plants  and  different  animals ; 
and  this  novelty  aftoniflied  me  fo  much,  that 
I  refolved  to  ftop  fome  time,  in  order  to  fearch 
for  atid  colled  fuch  curious  obje£ts  as  might 
be  worthy  of  my  attention.  There  are  fome 
vegetables  and  animals  to  which  nature  feems 
to  have  exclufively  affigned  certaip  climates, 
and  which  are  to  be  found  no  where  elfe. 
Thus,  for  example,  I  did  not  begin  to  find  gi- 
raffes till  I  arrived  at  the  twenty-eighth  degree 
of  latitude ;  and  it  was  only  under  the  twenty- 
fifth  that  I  found  a  kind  of  wild  afs,  of  aa 
ifabella  or  pale- yellow  colour. 

Thia  animal  is,  by  the  Greater  Nimiquas, 
Vol.  III.  D  called 
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called  the  white  zebra :  but  it  is  ccrtadnty  a 
wild  afs  J  for,  inftead.  of  having  a  ftriped  fkin 
like  the  zebra,  it  is  of  one  colour^  which  has 
a  yellow  tingc#  .  No  animal  in  all  Africa,  per- 
haps, is  fo  fufpicious,  and  fo  fliy  as  this  kind  of 
afs.  It  appears  every  where  in  krge  herds  ; 
but  I  could  never  get  near  enough  to  fire  at 
any  of  them.  I  have,  however,  in  my  pot- 
feflion  a  Ikin,  which  I  piirchafed  in  a  horde 
where  it  was  employed  to  cover  the  hut  of  a 
favage.  There  are,  therefore,  three  diftindt 
fpecies  of  the  afs  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa : 
the  zebra,  the  quagga,  and  the  kind  above 
mentioned,  which  is  neither  fpotted  nor 
ftriped. 

At  the  Cape,  the  zebra  is  known  under  the 
name  oi  Jireep^ezd  (the  ftriped  afs),  and  the 
quagga  under  that  of  wildc-paerd  (the  wild 
horfeV  In  the  colonics  the  names  and  the 
animals  are  fometimes  both  confounded ; 
which,  in  natural  hiftory,  may  occafion  errors, 
as  Vas  really  ^  happened ;  for  the  quagga  has 
often  been  confidered  as  the  female  of  the 
zebra.  But  the  quagga  and  the  zebra  are  un- 
doubtedly two  different  Ipecies,  which,  though 
they  live  in  the  fame  diftrid,  have  no  more 

inter- 
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iritercourfe  with  each  other  than  th^y  have  with 
the  flocks  of  aotelopes  tliat  inhabit  thofe  re« 
gions. 

Vofoiaeri  who  never  travelled  m  Africa^ 
and  who,  confequently,  could  know  the  quagga 
only  from  the  accounts  of  others,  pretends  that 
it  is  a  mixed  breed,  produced  between  thef  zc-* 
bra  and  a  wild  horfe* 

Falfe  ideas  are,  in  nly  opinion,  entertained 
in  Europe  refpe<aing  the  nunierous  fuppofed 
mixed  breeds  of  defert  countries.  It  is  believed 
th^at  nothing  there  is  mote  cooirbon ;  but  this 
is  certainly  a  very  great  error.  Buffod  hina- 
felf,  eonvinoed  of  their  multiplication  in  Africa, 
and  endeavouring  to  explain  the  caufe,  afcribes 
it  to  the  heat  of  the  climate  j  which  rendering 
fprings  fcarce,  and  ^ving  oceafion  fometimes 
to  animals  of  different  fpecies  to  aflemble 
around  water  at  the  fame  time,  favours  fuch 
extraordinary  copulations. 

By  aflertions  like  thefe,  we  may  diftinguidi 
theories  formed  in  the  clofet.  A  naturalift 
who  has  travelled  will  be  very  cautious  q£ 
hazarding  them;  and  experience  will  teaqh. 
him  how  much  thefavage  differs  from  theda« 
meftic  animal  in  its  appetite  for  procreatioiu 
Da  The 


36»  TRAVELS    II? 

The  domeftie  date  is  ■  a  ftate  of  fervitudc,  ifl 
which  the  individual,  and  even  the  fpecies, 
more  or  le(s  degenerates.  Its  natural  inftinA 
being  thus  altered »  the  animd  is  purpofely 
heated  by  a  particular  kind  of  food:  it  isfepa- 
rated  from  the  females  and  males  of  it^  own 
ipecies,  and  is  forced  to  produice  monfters, 
v^hich  are  only  a  deviation  from  nature.  I 
call  them  a  deviation,  bccaufe,^  as  they  are  bar-> 
ren,  they  thwart  that  law  which  (he  has  im* 
pofed  on  all  living  beings,  of  producing  others 
of  the  fame  kind.  In  a  favdge  ftate  the  indi* 
vidual,  perfedly  free,  invariably  follows  thcfe 
laws,  copulates  wjth  thofe  of  its  own  fpecies, 
and  never  with  thofe  of  another. 

If  in  Europe  we  fee  pheafants  produce  with 
A  Ipecies  different  from  their  own ;  if  in  our 
aviaries  the  canary  bird  produces  with  the 
filkin*,  and  the  linnet  with  the  goldfinch  j  it  is 
only  becaiife  they  are  forced  to  do  fo  by  being 
Separated  from  their  own  females,  and  put  into 
a  cage  with  others  of  a  different  race ;  and  even 
then  it  cannot  be  accomplilhcd  till  thefe  birds ' 

*  Fringilla  fpinus.  T\Cis  bird  is  called  in  Suflex  the 
barley-bird  i  becaufe  it  appears  about  the  time  when  the 
barley  bccotocs  ripe.    T. 

have 
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liaye  become,  as  it  were,  naturalifed  among  us. 
In  vain  would  the  experiment  be  attempted,  or 
ait  lead  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  make  it 
fucceed,  on  the  real  iranary  bird,  brought  to 
Europe  with  the  habits  Jind  inflindl:  of  its  na* 
tivc  countiy*  My  friend  Tcmminck  at  Am* 
llerdam  has  for  many  years  had  an  immenfe 
aviary,  in  which  he  keeps  all  kinds  of  rare  and 
foreign  birds.  The  greater  part  of  them  mul- 
tiply there  as  if  in  a  date,  of  liberty ;  But  none 
of  them  have  hitherto  produced  him  a  mixed 
breed* 

The  ftate  of  fervitude  in  which  a  domeflic 
animal  lives,  the  food  to  which  h  is  confined ^ 
and  the  education  given  it,  alter  and  modify 
Its  nature*  By  living  with  ua  it  appears,  fo 
to  fpeak,  to  become  corrupted  and  to  aiTume 
our  vices.  This  at  lead  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe  with  the  dogs,  horfes,  &c.  which  we 
breed.  I  have^been  informed  that,  at  the  houfe 
of  an  upholfterer  in  the  ilreet  Croix- des-Pe- 
tits-Champs  at  Paris,  a  ihe-cat  and  a  dog  pro« 
duced  young  ones,  which  lived.  Had  theie 
animals  been  reared  in  a  foreft,  fooner  thaa 
copulate  together,  they  wpuld  have  devoured 
each  other. 

D  3  The 
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The  quagga  is  not  in  reality,  and  cannet  bf 
engendered  between  a  wild  horfe  and  the  ze* 
bra ;  for  there  are  no  wild  horfes  indigenous 
in  the  fouthem  part  of  Africa.  The  horfes 
feen  there  at  prefent  have  been  carried  thither 
from  Europe ;  but  thefe  never  ftray  from  the 
colonies,  and  none  ever  advanced,  before  mine, 
to  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
there  ate  both  quaggas  and  zebras. 

Befides,  if  that  animal  were  a  baftard  breed 
of  the  zebra,  the  young  ones,  while  fucklcd  by 
the  mothers,  would  be  feen  following  them  in 
the  herds  of  zebras :  but  this  h^s  never  been 
pbferved  J  and  the  hferds  df  both  fpecies  have 
as  little  intercourfe  as  the  different  herds  of 
antelopes.  I  have  often  feen,  in  the  plains, 
herds  of  zebras  and  hefrds  of  quaggas  at 
the  fame  time  i  but  I  always  faw  them  fcr 
parate. 

To  all  thefe  proofs  I  ihall  add  that,  before 
l!uropean  horfes  were  introduced  at  the  Cape, 
the  quagga  exifted  there,  and  was  known  to 
the  natives.  This  animal  i§  much  fmaller  than 
the  zebra;  and  its  cry  has  a  perfect  refem- 
blance  to  the  barking  of  a  dog.  With  regard 
|o  that  of  the  zebra,  it  is  exadly  like  the  found 

of 
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^z  ftone  fllding  on  the  ice,  after  being  thrown 
with  great,  force. 

Dilappointed  in  my  hopes  of  getting  near 
enough  to  fhoot  fome  of  thefe  ifabella-coloured 
wild  afles,  notwilhftanding   the   fatigue   and 
trouble  to  which  I  fubjeded  myfelf,  I  made 
amends  for  the  loi^  by  attacking  the  bird>, 
without  number,  prefented  by  this  country, 
which  now  refound^d  for  the  firft  time  With 
the  report  of  a  fufee..     Planuj,  birds  and  qua- 
drupeds,  and,  in  (hort,  almpft  every  objedt, 
even  to  the  difpoOtioii  and  form  of  the  moun- 
tains,  were  niew  to  me.     The  ground   was 
every  wher^  covered  with  the  oioft  beautiful 
flowers ;  and  I  faw  fluttering  around  me,  on 
all  fides,  over  this  rural  and  brilliant  parterre, 
a  multitude  of  fmall  birds  of  the  fpecies  of  th6 
lugar-eater,  which,  embelliflied  with  the  live- 
lieft  colours,  came  to  fip  their  neftar,   ancj 
ieemed  to  be  fo  many  animated  flowers  them- 
felves.     The  odoriferous  juices  on  which  they 
fed,  being  transformed  into  their  fubftance, 
gave  them  an  ambrofial  perfume ;  which  made 
me  regret  that  I  Ihould  have  to  place  them  one 
day  in  my  coUedion,  with  birds  which,  hav- 
D  4  ing 
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ing  fed  only  on  carrion,  caterpillars,  and  d]£» 
gufting  infe<a8,  retain  alfo  their  fmelL 

I  found  here  the  different  fpectes  which  the 
younger  Geoffroy  has  lince  brought  froip  Se* 
negal }  and  particularly  barbicans,  a  variety  of 
thofe  defcribed  by  BufFon,  under  the  name 
of  the  Barbary  barbican.  I  found  alfo,  in 
great  abundance,  la  petite  veuve  domimcaine^ 
defcribed  by  Briflbn,  and  remarkable  for  its 
modeft  plumage  and  the  length  of  its  talC  In 
ihort,  that  I  may  fupprefs  uninterefting  de- 
tails, and  give  an-idea  of  the  treafures  which 
this  diftrid  prcfcnts  to  the  omithologift,  I 
Ihall  only  obferve  that,  of  the  genus  aloqe  of 
the  fugar-eaters,  or  birds  which  feed  on  the 
juices  of  flowers,  and  which  in  many  nomen-> 
clatures  are  clafled,  for  what  reafon  I  know 
not,  among  the  wood-peckers,  I  found  feven 
diftindl  rpecies. 

With  regard  to  large  and  rmall  game,  they 
were  equally  alj^undant ;  and  I  will  venture  io 
affirm,  that  this  diftri£t  would  fupply  a  fuff 
ficiency  ofprovifions  for  an  army  of  two  thou* 
fand  men. 

Ill  t}ic  paidft  cf  this  immenfe  menagerie,  tho 

V^i^ty 
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Tianety  of  wbich  kept  me  in  a  coadnu;|l  ft^t^ 
of  epchautment,  I  was  furprifed  not  to  fiQ4 
lh4t  prodigious  number  of  rhinqcero&$  which 
h«l  bee«  mentioned  to  me  hj  the  people  of 
^^ipa's.horde^  Qne  day,  however,  KIa?i5, 
who  wai^  always  concerned  in  every  matter  of 
iroportancei  and  the  firft  to  communicatQ 
agreeable  iatelUgence,  came  in  gre^t  bade  tq 
iny  tent  to  inform  me  that  he  had  obferved^  at 
fqme  difbmce  from  my  camp,  two  of  the% 
animajs,  ibtnding  quietly,  clofe  to  each  other^ 
In  the  middle  of  the  pUin ;  and  th^t  I  had  ii; 
in  my  power  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  the  iin^fl; 
hpnt  J  had  ever  yet  experiepced* 

The  hunt,  indee4  promifed  tq  be  amufing  j 
but,  independently  of  danger,  I  forefaw  tlvtt  it 
was  Ukely  to  be  attended  with  difficulties*  To 
attack  two  fuch  formidable  enemies,  it  was  ne^ 
eeflary  to  ufe  great  precaution^  and  ths^t  wc 
fliould  approach  them  in  fuch  2^  mann?r  f  ^ 
tlyit  they  might  neither  fee  noy  fmeU  us,  w.hicl» 
is  always  very  diffic^Ut  I  bX  firft  propofcd  to 
form  a  ring,  which  fliouW.  furrqvnd  them  pii 
al}  fides ;  and  to  advjmce  upop  th^n^  gradyall  j 
contra^iftg  th?  circle,  fo  ^  to  unite  the  mQ*« 
Wem  W  Vf  re  8lK)«t  t9  ?WinrB«KC  W?  attack  j 

but 
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but  the  favages  aflured  me  that,  with  thele 
animals,  this  plan  was  impradticable.     I  gave 
inyfelf  up,  therefore,  entirely  to  their  diredion ; 
and  we  fet  out,  armed  alike,  with  a  good  fufee^ 
and  with    the    neceflary   courage.     All   my 
hunters  wifhed  to  be  of  the  party,  knd  each 
propofed  to  difplay  the  greateft  prpwefs*     I 
caufed  two  of  my  ftrongeft  dogs  to  be  led  in  a 
iealh,  in  order  that  they  might  be  let  loofe  on 
the  rhinocerofes,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  found  ne- 
ceflary.    We  were*  obliged  to  make  a  long 
circuit  to  gain  the  lee-fidc  of  them,  left  they  ' 
fhould  fmell  us ;  and  we  reached  the  river,  the 
courfe  of  which  we  followed  under  cover  of 
the  large  trees  that  grew  on  its  banks,  when 
Klaas  foon  made  us  obferve  the  two  animals, 
zX  about  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  in 
the  plain. 

As  one  of  them  was  much  larger  than  the 
other,  I  fuppofed  them  to  be  a  male  add  a  fe* 
male.  Motionlefs  by  the  fide  of  each  oth^^ 
they  were  ftill  in  the  fame  pofture  in  which 
Klaas  had  firft  feen  them ;  but  they  flood  with 
their  nofes  to  the  wind,  and  confequently 
prefented  to  us  their  rumps.  It  is  the  cuftom 
pf  thefe  ^niipals,  when  thus  at  reft,  to  place 

them* 
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^^emWres  In  the  diredion  of  the  wind,  in 
prdcr  that  they  may  difcover  by  their  fmell 
what  enemies  they  have  to  dread.  From  time 
to  time,  however,  they  move  their  heads  round 
tp  take  a  look  behind  them,  and  to  be  aflured 
that  they  are  fafe  on  all  fides ;  but  it  is  only 
a  look,  and  they  fpon  return  to  theur  former 
pofition. 

We  were  already  deliberating  on  the  difpo- 
fitions  to  be  made  for  commencing  the  attack^ 
and  I  was  giving  fome  orders  to  my  company, 
when  Jonker,  one  of  my  Hottentots,  requeftcd 
that  I  would  permit  him  to  attack  the  two  ani- 
mals alone,  as  a  beiruyper. 

My  readers  will  here  recollect,  that,  when  I 
foolilhly  attempted  to  crofs  the  Elephants- 
River,  near  its  mouth,  on  the  trunk  of  a  tree, 
Jonker  was  one  of  the  fwimmers  who  faved 
my  life ;  and  that  in  return,  at  the  defire  of  his 
companions,  I  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  bun- 
Xff.  At  that  time  he  was  entirely  a  novice  in 
this  exercife ;  but  I  have  already  remarke^t 
that  hie  afterwards  became  a  moil  excellent 
fhot,  and  furpafled  all  the  reft,  of  my  hunters, 
particularly  in  the  art  oi  creeping. 

I  have  Ijefpre  pl)ferved,  that  hunting  iti 
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Africa  has  no  refemblance  to  that  in  Eurc^f 
that  to  get  within  reach  of  certain  wild  animal^ 
we  muft  approach  thera  without  being  per- 
ceived; and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  get  near 
tfiem  but  by  creeping  on  the  belly*  Thofe 
who  have  acquired  this  art  are  called  bekruypers; 
and  it  was  in  this  quality  that;  Jonker  afked 
leave  to  attack  alone  the  two  rhinocerofes, 
afiuring  me  th^(  he  would  acquit  himfelf  to  my 
fatisfaiflion. 

As  his  defign  would  not  prevent  the  execu<» 
tion  of  our  plan ;  and  as,  in  cafe  his  particular 
attack  fiiould  not  fucceed^  it  would  not  hn* 
pede  our  general  one,  I  granted  his  requeft^ 
He  theq  firipped  bimfelf  qaked,  and,  taking 
his  fufee,  proceeded  towsrdk  the  animals,  creep-* 
ing  on  his  belly  like  a  ferpent. 

in  the  mean  time,  I  pointed  out  to  my 
hunters  the  different  pofts  they  were  to  occupy* 
They  repaired  to  them  by  circuitous  ways, 
each  accompanied  by  two  men.  As  for  me, 
I  remained  on  the  fpot  where  I  was,  with  two 
Hottentots,  one  of  whom  held  my  horfe,  and 
.  the  other  my  dogs ;  but,  to  avoid  being  feen, 
we  polled  ourfelves  behind  a  bu(h. 

In  my  hand  I  held  a  glafs,  which  had  often 

enabled 
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raaM^  me  to  (et  the  ofyd-ation  of  ihge  machi- 
nery, and  the  effed  of  our  theatrical  decorations* 
How  chaiiged  the  icene !  At  this  flBoment  it 
brought  isefore  me  two  hideous  monfters, 
which  at  timtsturndd  towards  me  their  fright- 
lul  heads.  Their  movementiB^  which  indicated 
fear  and  obferTation,  foon  became  more  fre«- 
^ent;  and  I  was  apptieheafive  they  had  heard 
the  agitation  of  my  dogs^  who,  having  diTco* 
vered  tfaedi,  made  efforts  to  efcape  from  tht 
keeper,  lihd  rufh  upon  them^ 

Jonker  ftill  kept  flowly  advancing,  but  with 
his  eyes  fixed  on  the  two  animals*  If  he  faw 
them  turn  their  heads,  ht  ftopped  and  re* 
midned  motionlefs.  One  would  have  taken  him 
for  a  large  ftone ;  and  indeed,  in  this  refpe^^ 
I  my felf\)^as  deceived. 

He  continued  creeping,  with  various  inter- 
ruptions, for  more  than  an  hour.  At  length  I 
faw  him  proceed  towards  a  large  bufli  of  eu- 
phorbia. Which  was  only  two  hundred  paces 
fk'om  the  animals.  Being  certain,  when 
he  reached  it,  that  he  could  conceal  himfelf 
there  without  being  feen,  he  rofe  up  ;  and, 
calling  his  eyes  every  jihere  around,  to  fee 

whether 
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whether  his  cotnrades   had  arrived  *it  <hd^' 
poftst  he  made  preparations  for  firingl  . 

During  the  time  he  was  creeping  aIong>  I 
had  followed  him  with  my  eye  j  and,  in  pro* 
portion  as  he  advanced,  I  felt  my  heart  beat 
with  involuntary  palpitation.  This  palpita>> 
tion,  however,  increafed,  when  I  faw  himfo 
near  the  animals,  and  juft  upon,  the  point  of 
iiring  at  one  of  them*  What  would  I  not 
have  given  at  that  moment  to  have  been  in  the 
place  of  Jonker,  or  at  lead  by  his  fide,  that  I 
might  have'  brought  down  alfo  one  of  thefe 
feVage  monfters?  I  waited  with  the  wtmoft 
impatience  for  the  report  of  the  gun,  and  I 
could  not  conceive  what  prevented  him  from 
iiring ;  but  the  Hottentot  who  flood  near  me, 
and  who  was  able  by  the  biare  fight  to  diftin- 
guifli  him  as  perfedly  as  I  could  with  my  glafs, 
informed  me  of  his  defign.  He  told  me,  that 
Jonker  did  not  fire,  becaufe  he  was  waiting  till 
oneof  therhinocerofes  fhould  turn  round,  that 
he  might,  if  poiTible,  take  aim  at  its  head  ;  and 
that,  on  the  firft  motion  they  made,  I  fhould 
hear  the  report. 

Prefently  the  largefl   of  the  two,   having 

looked 
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lM>k€d  b^hitid,  was  immediatelT'  fired  at* 
Being  wounded,  he  feut  forth  a  horrid  cry ; 
and,  followed  by  the  female,  ran  furioufly  to« 
Wards  the  place  from  v{hich  the  noife  had 
proceeded.  I  found  my  heart  now  agitated 
by  the  moft  violent  en^otipn ;  and  my  fear  was 
carried  to  its  utmoft  extent.  A  cold  fweat 
difiufed  itfclf  over  my  whole  body  j  and 
my  heart  beat  with  fuch  force  as  to  pre-« 
vent  me  from  breathing.  I  expeded  to  fee 
the  two  motifters  tear  up  the  bufh,  tread  the 
imfortunate  Jonker  under  their  feet,  and  rend 
him  to  pieces  j  but  he  had  thrown  himfelf 
down  with  his  belly  on  the  ground,  and  this 
.ftratagem  fucceeded.  They  paffed  clofe  by 
his  fide  without  perceiving  him^  and  came 
ftraight  towards  me. 

My  fe^r  now  gave  place  to  joy,  and  I  pre- 
pared to  receive  them;  but  my  dogs,  animated 
by  the  report  they  had  heard,  became  fo  reft- 
leis  on  their  approach,  that, ,  being  unable  to 
check  them,  I  ordered  them  to  be  let  loofe,  and 
encouraged  them  to  the  attack. 

When  the  animals  faw  this,  they  inftantly 
turned  afide,  and  proceeded  towards  another 
of  the  hunters  placed  in  ambuih,  from  whom 

3  they 
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tfiejr  rtcci^^  a  fecond  firfc,  and  tirfn  td  Sftd- 
tlief,  frotti  whoto  they  received  a  thittL  My 
AogSy  tm  the  oth^  hand,  haralTed  theto  ptodi-^ 
gioufly,  ivhich  ftill  ihcreafed  their  ragt.  They 
kicked  at  them  in  tht  moft  terrible  manner  j 
ploughed  up  the  plain  with  their  horns  ;  and, 
digging  funrows  in  it  feteb  of  eight  inches 
in  depth,  threw  artnkid  Uiem  a  (hcfWer  of 
pebbles  and  ftones. 

During  thii  time  we  all  kept  approaching, 
in  order  to  furround  them  more  clofely,  and  tb 
unite  againft  them  our  forcesi  The  multitude 
of  em^mies  by  which  they  found  themfelves 
cntlofed  rendered  theni  completdy  furious. 
The  male,  lioweVer,  fuddenly  ftoppcd  ;  and^ 
'  turning  round  to  attack  the  dogs,  endeavoured 
to  rip  up  their  bellies  with  hi*  horn ;  and  while 
he  w^s  engaged  ip  purfukig  them,  the  female 
quitted  him  and  made  her  efcape. 

I  was  highly  pkafed  at  her  flight,  which  I 
confidered  as  a  foktuhate  circuttiftance  ;  for  it 
is  .certain  that,  notwithftanding  our  number 
and  our  arms,  wefhould  have  been  much  em- 
batrafie^  by  two  fb  formidable  adverfarlefi.  I 
rtmft  even  confcfs,  that,  withdut  the  afliftaw* 
of  my  dogs,  we  ftwmki  not  have  been  able  to 

i*  4  combat , 
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cdthbatybut  with  great  hazard  and  danger,  the 
one  that  remained^  The  bloody  traces,  whidi  he 
left  wherever  he  went^  announced  that  he  had 
received  moire  than  one  wound ;  but,  reduced 
to  defpair,  he  only  defended  himfelf  with  the 
greater  obftih^dy. 

After  a  fi-uitlefs  attack,  whidh  continued  ft>r 
fome  time,  he  began  to  retreat ;  and  feemed  as 
if  defiroils  of  gaining  (ome  buflies,  apparently 
with  a  view  of  finding  fhelter,  and  to  prevent 
his  being  haraffcd  but  in  front.  I  guefled  his 
ibatagem;  and,  in  order  to  difappoint  him,  I 
tuihed  towards  the  buflies,  and  made  a  fign  to 
the  two  hunters  who  were  neareft  me  to  ad- 
vance thither  Alfo.  He  was  only  thirty  paces 
from  us,  when  we  took  pofTeffion  of  the  poft ; 
accordingly  we  all  at  the  fame  time  prefcnted 
our  pieces^  and,  difchafging  oui^  three  flidts,  he 
inftantly  fell,  and  was  never  after  able  to  rife* 

I  beheld  his  fall  with  the  utmoft  fatisfadion  1 
as  a  hunter  and  a  naturalifl:,  it  afforded  me  a 
double  triumph. 

Though  mortally  Wounded,  the  animal  ftill 
continued  to  defend  himfelf  when  lying  oa 
the  ground, as  he  had  done  when  on  his  legs. 
With  bis  feet  he  threw  around  him  heaps  of 

Vol*  in.  '    E  ftones  j 
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flones  J  and  neither  we  aor  our  dogs  durft  verlj* 
tart  to  aj^oach  hinn  I  wifhcd  to  put  aa  end 
to  1m  torment,  by  firing  one  mere  ball,  and 
was  making  preparsrtions  for  the  purpofe, 
when  my  people  entreated  me  la  defift.  As 
t  could  not  aferibc  their  requefl:  to  fentimentS' 
©f  pky,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  vAm,  could 
be  their  motive* 

I  have  already  faid,  that  alt  the  favage  tribes, 
a^d  even  the  people  at  the  Cape  and  in  the 
colonies,  fet  a  high  value  on  the  dried  blood 
of.  the'  rhinoceros,  to  which  they  afcribe  gr^at 
virtues  in  the  cute  of  certain  diforders,  and 
which  they  eonfider,  »  particular,  as  a  fove- 
wign  remedy  for  obftmdions.  The  reader 
will  recoUed,  that  when  SwancpoeH  intoxicated 
Tiy  Pinar,,  fell  'ra^r  thi,  wheels  of  ray  carriage, 
and  had  one  of  his  ribs  broken,  he  afked  me 
f6t  the  bfet>d  of  tfajB  rhinocer<».j  but,  as  none 
of  it  cooid  be  iiad^  he  drank  fome  brandy  in 
its  flead*  Nature  aloae  cflfefiked  a  ewe  j  bur 
he  alctibed  it  to  ^e  liquor,  and  acknowledged 
that  tbis^ remedy,  equally. proper,  he  faid,  for 
the  fick  and  the  fotmd,  was  preferable  to  the 
other.  'His  companions, TioWeveTy  had  retained 
their,  prepoffeffion^  and  they  Were  determined 


AFRICA.  St 

to  liave  a  ftore  of  rhinoceroS-blood.  The 
animal  had  foft  a  great  deal  by  his  wounds.  It 
^vas  with  much  tegret  that  they  faw  the  earth 
moiftcned  with  it  around  him  ;  and  they  were 
apprehenfive  that  a  new  wound  would  increafe 
that  lofs. 

Scarcely  had  the  animal  breathed  his  laft, 
when,  both  old  and  new  Hottentots,  all  ap- 
proached with  eagernefs,  in  order'  to  colle(!l 
the  blood.  With  that  view  they  cut  open  its 
belly,  arid  took  out  the  bladdef,  which  they 
emptied.  One  of  them  then  applied  the  mouth 
of  it  to  one  of  the  wounds,  while  the  reft 
ihook  a  leg  of  the  animal  to  make  the  blood 
flow  more  readily.  In  a  little  time,  to  theijf 
great  joy^  the  bladJef  was  filled ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  with  what  was  loft  they  might 
have  filled  twenty. 

I  had  approached  the  body  al(b,  but  with  i 
difierent  defign ;  for  my  intention  was  only  to 
raeafure  and  examine  it.  The  favages  of  the 
horde,  accudomed  to  fee  fuch  animals  very 
often,  aflurcd  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  largeft 
6f  its  fpecies*  I^  however,  did  nc*  believe 
them  J  and  what  induced  me  to  doubt  their 
information  was,  that  its  principal  horn  was 
E  a  .  only 
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only  [m  French  raeafurc]  nineteen  inched 
three  lines  in  length  j  and  I  had  feen  horns 
much  longer  in  the  pofleffion  of  fomc  of  the 
Dutch  planters.  The  height  of  the  animal 
was  feven  feet  five  inches,  and  its  length,  from 
the  fnout  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  eleven  feet 
fix  inches. 

Refpefting  the  African  rhinoceros,  Dn  Spar- 
mann  has  publifhed  a  learned  diflfertation,  as 
valuable  for  the  refearches  he  made,  as  for  the 
truth  and  corredncfs  of  the  fads  he  relates^ 
To  attempt  to  fpeak  of  the  animal  after  him 
would  be  expofing  myfelf  to  repetition,  or  to 
the  ihame  of  being  accounted  a  plagiarift.  I 
regret,  however,  that  a  work  in  which  the 
rhmoceros  is  fo  weU  defcribed  fhould  be  ac« 
companied  with  fo  faulty  a  figure. 

I  allude  only  to  the  engravings  publifhed'  in 
the  French  and  Dutch  tranilations.  Having 
never  feen  the  Swedifli  original,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  be  equally  defedive;  and  under 
that  uncertainty  I  fliall  one  day  publifh  a  draw- 
ing of  the  aramal,  fuch  as  I  took  it  from  nature. 
In  the  tranflation  of  Bruce's  Travels  into  . 
Abyflinia,  there  is  another  figure  of  the  two- 
homed  rhinoceros ;  but  it  is  faulty  alfb ;  as 

the 
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the  French,  engraver  has  improperly  given  it 
the  folds  of  the  onehomed  rhinoceros,  which 
it  certainly  has  not,  at  leaft  in  the  fouthem 
part  of  Africa :  and  that  thefe  animals  are  fo 
formed  in  Abyflinia,  I  very  much  doubt- 
In  fpeaking  of  Quammedaka,  a  cantoii  (itu* 
ated  to  the  eaft,  Mr.  Sparmann  fays,  "  that  it  is 
"  the  principal  abode  of  the  two-horned  rhino- 
^  ceros.''  The  author  is  here  miftaken ;  but 
his  error  is  the  more  pardonable,  as  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  countries  which 
would  have  afforded  him  better  information. 

The  tiger,  the  lion,  and  other  quadrupeds, 
which  live  upon  prey,  frequent  diftrids  where 
flocks  are  fed,  and  which  produce  an  abun- 
dance of  wild  animals.  With  the  rhinoceros 
the  cafe  is  different.  As  his  food,  like  that  of 
the  elephant,  confifts  in  vegetables,  which  are 
every  where  to  be  found,  and  as  he  is  ftill 
more  favage,  he  removes,  like  the  elephant, 
from  all  inhabited  places. 

It  may  be  readily  perceived,  therefore,  that 
with  fuch  habits,  inftead  of  preferring  for  his 
refidence  a  peopled  diftriS,  interfperfed  with 
farms,  like  that  of  Quammedaka,  he  ought  on 
the  contrary  to  avoid  it.  If  from  time  to  time 
E  3  fome 
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fbme  few  are  feen  there,  they  are^  as  one  may 
iky,  loft  travellers,  which,  being  foon  difcovered 
and  purfucd  by  the  inhabitants,  are  either  kill- 
ed or  obliged  to  feek  their  native  country  a8 
faft  as  poffibflc. 

If  there  were  abundance  of  rhinocerofes  in 
Quammedak?^  in  the  time  of  Dr.  Sparmann, 
there  were  none  there  in  my  time,  any  more 
than  in  the  colony  itfelf,  which  they  defertecj 
in  proportion  as  it  began  to  be  better  peopled^ 

**  Bontius,''  adds  Mr,  Sparmann,  *^  remark-^ 
^*  ed  long  ago,  thit  the  rhinoceros  is  generally 
^*  killed  with  powder  and  ball.  BufFon,  pro- 
^  bably,  did  not  pay  attention  to  this  paflage, 
♦*  when  he  aflerts,  on  the  authority  of  Ger- 
^^  vaife,  that  the  ikin  of  tTie  rhinoceros  cannot 
<^  bp  pierced  by  any  ball/' 

If  yre  can  give  credit  to  certain  tr^ivellcra, 
the  one-hor4ied  rhinoceros,  the  fcaly  fkin  of 
which  is  folded  bacjc  on  the  neck,  in  the  form 
of  a  mantelet,  is  fo  hard  that  it  withftands  % 
tnulket  fliot ;  and  it  is  probitbly  this  fpecies  tq 
'^hich  BuSbh  alludes, 

For  my  part,  I  am  acquainted  with  thofe  only 
of  Southern  Africa,  and  never  faw  any  but 
the  two^horned  rhinoceros,  whicti  has  aTmootl^ 
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{kin  like  the  elephant.  No  other  kind  is 
known  at  the  Cape  and  ia  the  colonies ;  aoij 
^ith  r^ard  iq  this  fpecies,  iu  £kin  i^  not  proof 
againft  ball ;  as  is  prpved  by  tb$  hunt  ^f  whicfak 
1  haye  hiere  given  the  hiftory ;  and  i  aro  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  9Qe« 
horned  rhinoceros 

The  fmall  ^rn  of  ^  one  we  killed  wa^s  ^ 
third  flioner  than  the  other.  I  have  already 
remarked,  that  the  Urge  one  wa$  nineteeninches 
in  length  ;  but  what  furprifed  me  was  to  find 
that  this  fo  formidable  weapon,  with  which  he 
ploughed  up  the  earth  to  a  grejit  depths  i^nd 
(hrew  around  him  very  large  (lones,  was  poc 
implanted  in  the  bone  of  the  head  ;  that  it  adr 
hered  only  to  the  iktn,  and  that  whea  the  ikin 
^as  fhaken,  it  moved  alfo. 

The  eye  of  the  rhinoceros,  mpcb  too  fmall 
in  proportion  to  fo  enormous  a  body^  is  funk 
very  d^p  into  the  head  j  becaufe  the,  external 
ikin,  raifed  ijround  the  prbit  in  Ievera{  circular 
folds,  forms  a  tube  fpme  inches  ^(^  kpgth>  9t 
the  b(tf  torn  of  which  it  is  placed. 

This  tube,  by  dio^inii^ing  the  field  of  fight 

fmd  concentrating  the  vifual  rays,  ^ay  perhaps 

j^rve  to  flrengthen  the  organ  j  b^t  ft  prevents 

E4  th< 
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the  animal  from  feeing  any  other  objefts  thaa 
thofe  which  are  in  the  diredion  of  its  eye. 
The  favages,  therefore,  when  not  in  that  di- 
redtion,  think  themfelves  in  fafety,  even  whea 
very. near  the  apimal,  becaufe  he  cannot  then 
obferve  them. 

A  Angular  peculiarity  of  the  two-horned 
Ainoceros  is,  that  he  ploughs  up  the  ground 
with  his  horn  as  he  runs  along,  and  at  the  fame 
time  throws  his  urine  to  a  great  diftance  be- 
hind him,  making  a  kind  of  kicking  with  his 
feet.  Another  remarkable  cuftom  of  this  ani- 
mal is  that  of  beating  to  pieces  with  his  feet 
his  excrements,  which  he  never  leaves  whole 
like  the  elephants 

-  Though  the  flcfli  of  the  rhinoceros  does  not 
approach  that  of  the  hippopotam^us,  it  is  far 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  elephant.    ' 

My  favages  prcmifed  themfelves  a  delicious 
feaft;  and  the  idea  alone  of  this  treat  was 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  all  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  been  expofed.  What  enjoy- 
ment to  them  was  an  animal  which  weighed 
^t  leaft  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  !  As 
night  was  approaching,  and  as  they  wifhed  to 
}i|iV5  tb?ir  feaft  that  evening,  they  all  imm^-t 

diately 
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diately  began  to  cut  from  it  fuch  pieces  as  they 
liked  In  lefs  than  an  hour,  each  had  hi$ 
load }  nor  did  the  carcafe  appear  to  be  in  the 
lead  diminUhed  j  but  they  propofed  to  return 
to  it  the  next  and  following  days  with  all  their 
companions,  in  order  to  cut  it  up  completely. 

I  had  refolved  to  return  along  with  theffi,* 
in  hopes  that  this  immenfebody  might  atttaflr 
fome  birda  of  prey,  which  I  fliould  be  able  to 
procure  without  much  difficulty ;  but,  when  I 
was  preparing  to  depart,  my  attention  was  at- 
fftided  l>y' melodious  ftraine,  fuch  as  I  had 
never  heard,  which  proceeded  from  all  parts  of 
the  banks  of  the  river.     I  advanced,  therefore, 
tfnder  the  trees,  and  aSiially  difcovered  a  num- 
ber of  birds,  with  which  I  had  till  that  mo- 
ment been  unacquainted.      By  thus  paffing 
fuddenly  from  the  hunting  of  quadrupeds  to 
ihe  purfuit  bf  birds,  I  gave  fome  reft  to  my 
imagination  fatigued  with  carnage ;  and  I  faw 
diminiflied,  in  the  proportion  of  the  objeflis, 
that  natural  horror  and  difguft  which  it  often 
excited.     Frequently  I  turned  my  eyes  upon 
the  verdure  and  the  flowers ;  and  if  any  por- 
tion of  difguft,  infeparable  from  a  wandering 
and  folitary  exiftence,  happened  to   furprifc 

me 
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roc  in  the  midft  of  my  fatigues,  the  uleaneft 
plants  by  Catching  my  fight  and  ftopping  my 
career,  recalled  me  to  that  *  fatitfadbry  fen- 
timeQt  of  exifjeiice,  which  {p^  deferted  a  con* 
liition  Would  otherwife  have  deftroyed^  I 
grayed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  pene- 
t/Mtd  ipto  the  woods,  where  I  killed  feveral 
new  fpecies  of  birds,  which  I  bad  mtcr  before 
found.  Embarrafled  often  in  my  choice^  when 
I  obferved  njany  on  the  fame  tree,  I  was  at  a 
lofs  which  I  ihould  fire  at ;  but,  as  may  be 
readily  conceived,  I  gave  a  prefierence  alwayi 
tQ  the  moil  remarkable  or  the  m^(l  lieautiful. 

But  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  an  obje£l} 
not  }efs  touching,  to  colours  p^hapi  more 
brilliant  and  delightfuK 

While  occupied  with  birds,  their  mclodioui 
warblings,  their  fplendid  and  variegated  plum-* 
age,  I  advanced  through  a  grove  of  mimofas^ 
when  my  organs  of  fmell  were  fuddenly  ftruck 
with  the  mcft  exquiiite  perfume.  I  foughtt 
therefore,  for  the  plant  or  Ihrub  which  aSbided 
me  fo  delicious  a  pleafure.  The  furrounding 
air  ferved  me  as  a  guide  {  »nd  the  nearer  I  ap- 
proached to  the  flQwer,  the  more  waa  I  in-? 
toxicated  ^^^itb  the  fmell.     }  b^d  reached  the 

baoki 
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banks  of  the  river,  when  my  admiration  waa' 
excited  by  the  iight  of  a  magnificent  pkmt^ 
jhe  moft  beaiitiful  1  had  ever  contemplated  j 
but  I  was  obliged  to  raife  my  head  in  order  to 
admire  it.  It  was  a  lily  feven  feet  in  height^ 
which,  waving  majeftically  on  its  &xiblo 
ilem,  breathed  forth  its  delicious  oflour. 

On  the  upper  part  of  it$  ftraight  taperii^ 
ftem  were  difpUyed,  in  elegant  order,  thirty-ir 
nine  corollas  or  flowers,  fix  of  which  were 
half  blown,  eighteen  in  full  bloom,  and  fifteen 
ready  to  open.  Thofe  which  had  attained  to 
their  complete  fizp  formed  a  calyx,  a  third 
larger  than'  that  of  the  white  lilies  of  Europe. 
Their  petals,  of  a  beautiful  flaxen  grey  on  the 
putfide,  and  white  as  fnow  within,  were  edged 
with  a  crimfon  border,  and  were  fet  oflTby  a 
piftil  and  ftamina,  which  in  colour  equalled 
the  brighteft  carmine.  The  ftcm,  feven  feet 
in  height,  was,  where  thickeft,  fix  inches  iq 
circumfcrpDce.  Reddened  on  the  fid^  towards 
the  fun,  which  had  given  it  a  vinous  tint,  it 
was  green  every  where .  elfe,  and  bore  leav^ 
three  feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  three  feet 
jihd  a  half.  In  a  word,  this  plant,  produced  in  a 
folitiid?^  iind  pure  as  the  fun  which  had  om« 

|>elliihe<i 


6o  TRAVELS    IN 

bclfifhed  it,  had  been  refpedted  by  all .  the  anw 
jnals  of  the  diftrid,  and  feemed  defended  even 
by  its  beauty. 

This  wonderful  objeft,  which  I  had  dis- 
covered, ftruck  me  fo  powerfully,  as  to  occupy 
niy  whole  attention.  All  my  plans  of  hunt- 
ing were  now  forgotten  j  I  gave  peace  to  the 
bSds^  of  which  I  was  in  purfuit  j  and  thought 
of  notliing  but  the  means  of  procuring  my 
beauti^l  lily. 

This,  however,  was  a  matter  of  fome  diffi- 
culty. I  had  neither  inftruments  proper  for 
digging  up  the  earth  without  damaging  it, 
npr  a  bafket,  or  other  veffcl  of  the  like  kind,  to 
hold  it.  To  go  to  my  waggons  in  queft  or 
what  I  vranted,  would  have  been  to  abandon 
it ;  and  1  fhould  have  perhaps  expofed  it  to 
a  danger  it  never  before  experienced.  Under 
this  embarraflment,  and  unwilling  to  lofe  fight 
of  it,  I  refolved  to  fire  feveral  fhots,  in  order 
to  call  to  my  affiftance  fome  of  my  people. 

On  this  fignal  of  alarm,  feveral  of  themi 
haftened  towards  me.  They  imagined  me  ex- 
pofed to  fome  danger,  aad  were  furprifed  to 
fee  mc  in  ecftacy  before  a  flower.  I  fent  to 
my  camp  for  fome  iron  tools,  and  a  bafkct 
;;   .  UkQ 
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like  thofe  pretty  ones  given  to  me  by  Nariaat 
When  they  arrived,  we  dug  up  with  great  cau* 
tion  the  bulb  of  the  lily,  which  was  thirteen  inches 
in  height,  and  twenty-feven  in  circumference. 
In  (hape  and  colour  it  refembled  that  of  tho 
tulip;  but,  ioftead  of  being  compofed  of  fepa** 
rate  coats,  like  the  bulb  of  the  lily,  it  was  full^ 
pulpy,  and  very  heavy.  I  at  leaft  conjedured 
fp  by  analogy  from  what  I  faw  of  the  exterior 
part,  which,  notwithftanding  all  our  <:arc^ 
had  been  cut  by  the  iron  implements  ufed  to 
dig  up  the  earth  around  it. 

The  flower,  when  arranged,  and  in  a  man- 
ner planted  in  its  bafeet,  was  placed  at  thd 
entrance  of  my  tent  by  way  of  ornaments 
The  corollas  all  opened  and  expanded  in  fuc- 
cefEon ;  and,  for  a  long  time,  I  enjoyed  the 
pleafure  of  beholding  it,  and  of  fmelling  its 
delicious,  odour,  till  its  perfume  being  ex- 
haufted,  and  having  no  longer  ftrength  to  at^ 
trsidi  the  moifture  which  nourifhed  it,  I  faw 
It  droop,  wither,  and  die. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the  bulb 
of  this  lily  during  my  whole  journey ;  and  I 
carried  it  to  the  Cape,  with  a  defign  offending 
it  to  the  botanical  garden  j  but  the  reader  may 

have 
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]»▼€  fcen,  in  the  account  ofmj  firftjourriejr| 
the  fete  of  thofe  feed%  Which  1  had  collected, 
and  thift  bulb  was  unluckily  among  them. 

It  was  the  4th  of  January  when  we  en- 
Camped  on  the  batiks  of  Fifh-rivei*.  During 
my  rtfidence  in  this  country,  I  had  often 
changed  my  encampment,  in  order  that,  hf 
my  difierent  ftations,  I  might  find  new  objeds; 
and  it  had  indeed  furnifhed  me,  in  birds  alonei 
nith  more  than  eighty  diftind:  fpecies,  ten  of 
which  were  new. 

I  was  forry,  therefore,  to  quit  a  diftria  fo 
agreeable,  and  which,  independently  of  what 
it  added  to  my  colledionsj  enfured  me  abund- 
ance of  provifions  for  my  people.  On  thd 
ja4Jth,  however,  I  announced  my  intention  w 
depart ;  but  my  Hottentots  having  come  in  i 
body  to  rcqueft .leave  to  coniplete  their  prepa- 
rations  of  the  flefh  of  the  rhinoceros,  I  agreed 
to  remain  three  days  longer*  During  this  de^ 
lay  they  exerted  thethfelves  with  rtiuch  ardour. 
Men  and  women,  all  laboured  on  the  animal 
without  remiflion;  and,  v^hen  I  fet  out,  they 
Mgtetted  much  that  they  were  obliged  to  leavd 
bdiind  a  great  deal  more  than  they  earned  with 
them* 

Td 
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To  reach  a  horde  of  Kabobiquas,  vvhom  I 
propofed  to  Yifit,  we  had  OQljr  ta  march  eighc 
Jeagues ;  but  as  the  road  la/  acrofs  mouataio* 
(o  parched,  and  pa&s  and  defiles  fo  difHcult;^ 
that  one  day  would  not  be  fufEcient^  my  Ko«- 
raqua  guides  advifed  me  to  fet  out  in  the 
night,  if  I  wi(hed  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  fleeping  by  the  way,  and  to  the  ha^ 
zard  of  being  deftitute  of  water.  We  began 
our  march,  therefore,  at  two  in  the  mornings 
proceeding  north-eaft ;  and  towards  noon  we 
halted  to  dine  under  the  iheltcr  of  fome  rocks, 
which  protected  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun. 

,  As  we  had  ftill  three  leagues  to  march,  I  wat 
defirous,  according  to  my  cullom,  that  Klaas 
and  fome  more  of  my  Hottentots  fhould  go  on 
before,  accompanied  by  the  two  guides,  and 
repair  to  the  horde  to  inforni  them  of  my 
approach.  My  Koraquas,  however,  aflured 
me  that  this  precaution  was  perfedly  ufeleis; 
which  made  me  fufped  that  fome  of  their  tribe 
had  taken  the  dart  of  me,  and  gone  thither 
without  my  knowledge. 

The  Kabobiquas,  indeed,  were  waiting  for 
-me  with  childilh  impatience.     Ever/  thing 

that 
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that  hid,  been  told  them  refpediirig  me  Sorit? 
the  chara£^er  of  the  moft  cnthufiaftic  exagge^ 
ration  ;  itid  theif  imaginations  had  ftill  height- 
cned  the  extravagattce  6f  thefe  accounts. — 
The  while  man,  his  fiifefts,  his  equipage,  ob- 
je£ts  none  of  whith  fhe^  had  ever  before  feen, 
awakened  their  curiofity;  and  the  delay  of 
my  arrival  was  a  kind  of  torment  to  them. 

As  Toon  as  they  perceived  my  company, 
the  whole  horde  quitted  the  kraal,  and  raf^ 
with  eagernefs  to  meet  me*  I  experienced 
hefe,  along  with  an  additional  degree  of 
trouble  and  importunity,  all  that  tumultuous 
a£livity,  which  I  had  before,  more  than  oncrf, 
Experienced  xn  the  new  hordes  of  favages 
which  I  vifited.  I  was  furrounded  by  meh 
and  women  indifcriminately^  who  thronged 
about  me  to  fexamine  my  perfod.  Not  being  . 
able  to  belielve  their'  eyes  in  regard  to  what 
they  faw,  they  endeavoured  to  obtain  more 
fatlsfaftion  by  touching  me.  They  felt  my 
hair,  hands,  and  almoft  every  part  of  my  body. 
My  beard,  above  all,  aftonifhed  them  to  an  in- 
conceivable degree.  More  than  thirty  performs 
came  in  fucceffion,  and  half  unbuttoned  my 
clothes* 

*  They 
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They  all  imagined  me  to  be  a  hairy  ani- 
mal ;  and  fuppofed,  without  doubt,  that  m^ 
body  was  covered  with  hair  as  long  as  that  pn 
my  chin  |  but,  finding  this  not  to  be  the  cafe, 
they  were  aftonifhed,.  and  confefled,  with  the 
opennefs  of  favagcs,  that  they  had  never  feea 
the  like  in  any  v^n  of  their  country.  The 
little  children,  terrified  at  my  appearance,  hid 
themfelyes  behind  their  mothers.  When  I  at^ 
tempted  to  lay  hold  of  any  of  them,  in  order 
to  careis  them,  they  fent  forth  loud  cries,  as  a 
child  would  do  in  Europe  who  fhould  fee  a 
negro  for  the  firft  tiiue. . 

Such  was  my  ficitatioi^  among  this  multitude, 
who  preiTed  upon  me  in  crowds.  Though  the 
only  perfon  of  my  colour  among  them,  I  re- 
figned  myfclf  to  them  without  fear.  The 
aftonifhment  which  many  of  them  fhowed-at 
the  fight  of  a  white  man,  aud  the  tumult  it 
occafioned,  did  not  furprife  me. 

Through  this  harafling  curiofity  I  more  and 
more  perceived  that  iavariable  principle  of  na- 
ture, which  gives  to  the  favage  a  fimple,  mild, 
and  unfufpicious  charaftcr  :  and  indeed,  before 
1  h^d  been  twenty- four  hours  in  the  horde,  I  was 
become  the  friend  of  every  one,  and  the  moft 

Vol.  III.  F  perfea 
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pcrfefi  confidence  was  eftablifhed  between  ud« 
The  children  even,  who,  when.they  firft  faw 
'  tne,  had  been  fo  much  rerrified,  grew  quite  fa- 
nAVtzr.  I  had  gained  their  afFeSion  by  giving 
them  fnfall  bits  of  fogar-candy ;  and  the  Ettlc 
epicures,  attracted  by  this  dainty,  were  xron-^ 
tinually.carefling  me,'  in  order  to  make  me 
open  the  box -in  which  it  was  contained. 

•  *  I  muft  again  repeat,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
travellfers^Who,  like  me,  pnay  undertake  to  tra-* 
verfe  unknown  countries,  that  tf  they  do  not 

•  ^efcend  to  the  level  of  the  fimplc  people' they 
may  vifit ;  if  they  do  nt)t  purfae  the  tneafures 
neceflary  to  pleafe  them ;  if  they  do  not  en- 
deavour to  become  acquainted "wrth  their  ge- 
"nius,  to  attach  them  by  intereft,  and  to  iecure 
their  friendfliip,  they  will  undoubtedly  meet 
with  nothing  but  misfortune'  and  dilafter. 

I  flatter  inyfelf  that;  I  left  among  all  thofc 
•ivhom  I  vifited  a  favourable  imprcffion  of 
the  whiter. ''  By  this  I  have  rendered  a  fcr* 
vice  to  the  curious,  who  may  be  difjpbfcd  to 
purfue  niy  courfe;  and  I  ihall  tliink  myfelF 
amply  rewarded  if  it  prove  ufeful  to  thtnr, 
and  partic\Jarly  if  they  do  not  abnfe.  it. 
*  The  chief  of  the  hordr  ihewed  me  etery 
^'^^  mark 
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mark  of  attachment.  He  was  a  man  advanced 
in  life,  and  of  a  majeflic  figure.  He  wore  a 
long  maCitle,  which  hung  from  his  fhoulders  to 
the  ground,  and  which,  formed  of  four  jackal 
&ins  joined  together,  was  bordered  at  the  fid^s 
with  that  of  a  hyaena. 

The  hyaena  of  this  country  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  which  a  figure  and  defcription  are  given 
in  Buffon  ;  and  I  fpeak  of  it  here,  becaufe  tra- 
vellers, when  they  mention  that  of  lihe  Cape, 
confound  them  together,  though  they  arfe  very 
different^  and  becaufe  I  have  Ibldom  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels. 

The  names  of  three  different  fpecies  of  the 
hyaena  are  known  at  the  Cape,  though  they 
are  all  comprehended  under  the  common  ap- 
pellation of  wolf. 

Thefirft  kind,  which  is  feen  ofteneft,andmoft 
dreaded  by  the  planters  on  account  of  their 
flocks,  is  that  of  which  1  have  given  a  figure 
under  the  name  of  theifpotted  wolf;  a. de- 
nomination it  generally  bears  in  all  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  iecond  is  czAtA  ^rand^wolf  (fhorq- 
wolf),  from  its  never  quitting  the  fea  coafl  or 

F  2  the 
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tlie  borders  of  rivef^  I  had  no  opportil- 
nhy  of  feeing  it;  but  the  places  w^kh  it 
frequents  make  me  conjecture  that  it  is  ich- 
thyophagous, and  feeds  upon  'fiHi.'  I  was 
affured  that  it  has  no  fpots,  and  that  it  is  en- 
tirely of  a  tawny  Colour. 

With  regard  to  the  third,  named  gcftreepte^ 
'wolf{xhG  ftriped  wolf),  it  is  probably  the  hy- 
rena  defcribed  by  Buffon.  I  muft  however  re- 
mark, that,  not  having  feen  it  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Cape,  I  doubt  much  whether 
it  be  the  fame  as  the  hysena  to  which  the 
planters  give  that  name ;  perhaps  they  know 
it  only  by  tradition.  For  myfelf,  I  can 
fay  that  I  never  faw  but  two  kinds  in  all  that 
part  of  Africa  which  I  traverfed,  viz,  the  fpotted 
wolf,  and  the  hysena  of  the  naturalifts.  The 
ktter  I  found  no  where  except  beyond  the 
country  of  the  Greater  Nimiqua«,  towards  the 
tropic.  When  I  returned  to  the  Cape  arid  give 
\t  out  as  the  ftriped  wolf,  ^very  body  believed 
me,'  arid  no  omf  doubted  the  truth  of  what  I  ad- 
vanced. It  may  neverthelefsbe  different  in  fome 
particular  charadteriilic,  and  form  a  fourth  fpe- 
cies  diftindl  from  the  reft.  At  fome  future  time, 
perhaps,  they  will  be  all  better  known. 

w^ia 


AFRICA.  69 

Whilft  I  was  converfijig  with  the  chief  by- 
means  of  my  interpreters,  I  obferved  that  his 
left-hand  wanted  two  joints  of  the  little  linger.^ 
I  thought;  proper  to-  afk  him  the  reafon,  and 
was  informed,  that,  having  in  his  infancy  had  a 
fevere  illuefs,  amputation  had  been  employed 
to  cure  him. 

Though  hi^  anfwer^d  my  queftion,  I  pcr^ 
ceived  that  it  had  not  been  agreeable  to  him^ 
During  the  reft  of  our  converfatioil,  he  feerii* 
eJ  to  be  uneafyi  tliat  from  time  to  thne  l 
caft  my  €yes  towards  his  hand  j  and,  till  the 
aK>ment  of  my  departure,  he  always  endea- 
voured to  conceal  it  when  we  were  together. 

This  cuflom  of  a  favage  people,  who,  to. 
relieve  a  man  in  pain,  add  new  fufferings  to, 
his  evils,  affords  avaft  field  for  reflection  j  and 
I  acknowledge  that  this  inftance  cpntradids 
my  expedience,  for  I  never  faw  irl  any  other 
part  of  Africa  a  man  either  mutilated  or  de-* 
formed. 

Mr.  Paterfon  tells  us,  that  he  obferved  in- 
ftances  of  the  famepradice  among  a  horde  at  the 
roouth  of  Orange- river;  which  is. not  improba^ 
ble.  Hpw^v^r  abfurd  a  cuftom  may  be,  favage 
tribes,  when  they  are  neighbours,'  may  bor- 
'\  F  3  row 
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row  it  from  each  other ;  but  that  it  fhould 
be  common  among  the  iflanders  of  the  South 
Seas,  who,  fmce  their  country  yas  firft  inha* 
bited,  had  never  feen  ftrangers  before  Cook  and 
Bougainville,  is  truly  aftoniftiing. 

I  was  very  defirous  of  interrogating  mi- 
nutely the  people  of  the  horde  on  this  fub- 
jeft.  I  wiftied  isilfo  to  propofe  fome  queftions 
to  them  refpeding  other  cuftoms  which  ap- 
peared to  me  fmgular ;  but .  difficulties  io- 
creafed  the  more  I  advanced  into  the  country^ 
The  Kabobiquas  fpoke  a  particular  language  ; 
and  this  dialed,  though  accompanied  with 
the  clapping  noife  of  the  Hottentots,  was  un- 
derftood  only  by  the  Koraquas,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  vicinity,  kept  up  fome  inters 
courfc  with  them. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  the  language 
of  the  Koraquas,  in  regard  t^  their  neigh- 
bours the  Nimiquas.  When  the  chief  of  the 
horde,  therefore,  wiflied  to  fpeak  to  me,  he 
addrefled  what  he  had  tb  fay  to  my  Koraquas, 
who  tranflated  it  for  the  Nimiquas  into  their 
language  ;  and  the  latter,  tranflating  it  in  their 
turn,  tra*fmitted  it  to  the  Hottentots  of  Klaas 
Bailer's  horde,  who  explained  it  to  me  in 

2  .  theirs.  J 
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theirs.  The  fame  method  wa$  employed 
with  my  anfwers.  Nothing  reached  my  ear 
till  it  b«d  pafied  tl^rough  four  different  mouth9« 
The  refult,  however^  made  me  eafily  per? 
ceiye,  that  the  idea  was  conveyed  to  me  with 
as  much  alteration  as  are  the  thoughts  of  the 
ancient  poets  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  the 
learned  languages,  xiotwithftanding  thp  fuh? 
lime  genius  of  our  tranflator^* , 

The  Hottentots  whqm  I  had  procured  U 
the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies  underftood  none 
of  thefe  dialed;  and  they  were,  confe- 
quently,  of  no  fervice  in  our  conferences :  a 
circumflance  which  feemed  to  vex  thenu 
Boa  what  chagrined  me  morp,  ^nd  renderr 
cd  my  converfation  truly  fati^ing,  was^ 
that  my  Nimiquas  undefftood  the  Kpraqua 
language  very  imperfedly ;  fo  imperfedlf 
I7  indeed,  that  they  often  difputed  re>- 
fpefting  the  meaning  pf  what  w^  faid  tp 
them. 

It  therefore  fometinies  happened,  that^ 
when  I  ail^ed  any  thing,  the  aofwer  had  no 
relation  to  the  queftion.  No  remedy  could 
be  found  for  this  inconvenience ;  and  it  was 
likely  to  increaie,  the  farther  I  advanced  into 

^4     -  % 
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the  country.  If  from  the  diflrift  of  thd 
lefler  Nimiquas  to  the  Kabobiqua  horde  I  hswi 
found  four  diftinO:  languages,  which  required 
four  diflferent  interpreters,  what  would  be  my 
fituation  in  this  refpe£k  when  advanced  feve- 
ral  hundred  leagues  farther  from  the  colonies  ! 
What  difficulties  muft  arife,  if  each  tribe  I 
fell  in  with  had  its  own  dialed!  All  thefe 
embarrafiments,  however,  did  not  difcourage 
me  fo  much  as  my  people:  for  I  could  al- 
ways have  recourfe  to  the  mother  of  all  lan- 
guages, thelahguage  of  figns. 

Of  all  the  hordes  I  liad  hitherto  feen,  none 
feemed  to  difplay  fo  much  refinement  in  their 
ornaments  and  dreHf  as  that  of  the  Kob^i- 
quas.  I  did  not  find  among  them  thofe 
'beads  and  other  toys  common  at  the  Cape ; 
for  the  traffic  carried  on  in  thefe  articles  had 
not  been  extended  to  them.  They  wore  fuch 
trinkets  of  copper  and, oblong  pieces  of  glafs 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  which  had  been 
brought  to  them  by'  worthleis  and  thiev- 
iih  blacks,  with  whofe  language  they  were 
unacquainted,  and  with  whom  they  often  had 
to  combat ;  becaufe,  when  they  were  returning 
after  having  fold  their  merchandize,  they  en* 

deavoured 
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deavoured  to  felze  it  again,  and  fometin^es 
even  catde  aioag  with  it 

The  articles  of  trade  in  that  way  which  \ 
had  were  unknown  ;  aod^  with  this  merit  c^ 
novelty,  they  could  not  fsul  to  pleafe.  Scarcely 
had  I  {hewn  fpme  of  them,  vhen  they  in^ 
ibntly  excited  difputes;  and  every  one 
wifhed  to  get  a  fhare  of  them,  in  this  refpe^ 
the  womrn  were  the  moft  importunate.  Mf 
readers  may  judge  of  the  general  impatience^ 
wlien  I  inform  them,  that,  in  one  day,  I  pro- 
cured twenty  oxen  for  almoft  nothing.  But 
the  moft  advantageous  bargain  I  concluded 
was  for  a  bakkely  os  (war  ox)  which  belong-* 
ed  to  the  chief* 

This  animal,  as  remarkable  for  his  elegao^ 
form  as  his  gigantic,  fize^  was  the  moft  beau« 
dful  of  his  fpedes  I  had  ever  feen.  His  head 
was  majeftically  armed  with  two  immenfe; 
horns,  which  retiring  from  each  other,  with 
the  utmoft  fymmetry,  to  form  two  perfe^ 
femidrcles,  fuddenly  bent  their  fummits  for« 
wards,  leaving  a  fpace  of  four  feet  eight 
inches  between  them.  They  had  heed  made 
to  gr6w  in  that  figure  by  the  chief  himfelf  > 
imd  on  this  account  he  placed  fo  high  a  value 

on 
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on  the  zmmsij  .that  at  firft  he  Mdcmld  not 
part  with  him.  *  But  I  difplayed  before  his 
eyes  fueh  a  variety  of  objeds,  that  he  could 
not  refifl:  the  temptatioq ;  ^tod  he  at  length 
eonfented  to  refigtt  him- for  a  tindef-box, 
fome^  tobacco,  feveral  ftrings  o§  glais  beads, 
two  tin  bracelets,  and  a  few  nails* 
'^  Next  day,  however,  he  feezned  to  regret 
his  bargain;  or  tather,  having  ieen  in  my  pof* 
fcffion  fome  new  objed,  which  pleafed  him 
more  than  thofe  which  he  had  received  in  ex- 
change the  evening  before,  his  defire  Was 
fixed  on  thefe ;  an<i  he  wiihed  to  give  back 
the  others.  This  natural  paffion  for  poflcffing 
every  thing  waa  the  caufe  of  an  event 
which  deierves  to  be  particularly  rekted|  ^^g^ 
had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  me^  ^^Wi^ 

Though  I  wore  my  beard  long,  I  was  ac-? 
euftomed,  from  time  to  time,  to  (have  my 
muftaches.  This  operatiofl  af&irded  me  ^ 
agreeable  refrefhrnent ;  and  I  very  frequently 
performed  it,  efpecially  when  our  approach 
towardS'the  tropic  rendered  the  heat  lefs  fisp*- 
portable. 

I  was  employed  in  foaping  my  lips,  when 

the  chief  entered  my  tent,  accompanied  by 
^'  twp 


AFRICA.  93 

two  of  his  friends  or  rd^sdons.  Free  firem 
all  the  ceremooial  of  politcncf$  towards  peo- 
ple who  were  not  acquainted  even  with  th« 
firft  principled  of  it,  I  continued  what  I  bail 
begun.  The  faviges^  who  did  not  compre^ 
bend  what  I  was  id)out5  appeared  very  miMk 
furprifed*  -  They  waited  in  filence  for  the  re- 
fult,  and  with  their  eyes  followed  all  my 
movements*  The  water  which  frothed  in 
the  bafon^  and.  which  I  bruihed  over  my  tipSi 
feemed  to  them  to  be  the  efied  of  ma^c ; 
but,  when  diey  iaw  me  apply  the  razor  to  my 
muilaches,  and  the  hair  difappear  fo  reactily 
from  the  place  I  had  touched,  their  aftonifli* 
ment  at  this  prodigy  exceeded  the  power  of 
words  to  exp'refs.    • 

To  render  it  ftill  more  fenfible  to  them,  and 
to  fhew  the  ^ffe^s  of  it  more  clofely^  X  laid 
hold  of'  the  chief's  krofs  at  one  of  the  edds^ 
and  in  an^nftaiit  made  it  as  fmooth  as  my 
hand*  - 

This  fayage  was, a  man  of  good  fenfe,  atid 
poflefied  more  underftanding  than  the.  genera^ 
lity  of  his  equals.  On  the  firft  view,  he 
perceived  of.  vriiat  ineftimable  value  a  razor 
would  be  to  hinoi,  to  (have  th«  bair  from  ^ 

fummer 
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fummer  mantle,  and  ko\Y  miich  it  would 
fhorten  his  labour.  At  firft  he  tcftified,  by 
fcveral  expreffive  figns,  his  admiration  of  fo 
wonderful  an  inftrument  j  and  then,  without 
wafting  time  by  words  which  I  could  not 
haVe  undefftood,  he  endeavoured  tofhew,  by 
other  gefturea  equally  fignificant,  how  deli- 
I0U8  he  was  to  poflefs  it. 

This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  fpoken 
without  interpreters : '  but  his  movements  were 
fo  energetic,  that  I  had  no  need  of  a  verbal 
explanation  to  comprehend  them.  He  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  he  was  now  difpleafed 
with  the  bracelets,  girdles,  and  tobacco,  which 
I  had  given  him  in  exchange  for  his  war  ok 
the  evening  before;  and  that  he  would  rei 
turn  all  thefe  for  tjhie  razor,  If  I  would  agree 
to  give  it  him. 

The  new  bargain  which  he  propofed  was 
by  no  means  in  his  favour.  I  was  well  aware 
that  a  razor  in  his  hands,  employed  to  cut 
without  foap  the  ftrong  hair  of  a  dry  fkin, 
would  in  a  little  time  be  rendered  ufelefs.  I 
was  very  defirous  of  making  him  fenfible  of 
what^  in  this  refpc<^,  his 'inexperience  pre* 
vented  him  from  knowitig :  but  how  vras  I 

to 
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to  explain  myfelf  ?  In  the  heat  of  hiS  ftnpa-* 
tience,  he  had  alfeady  ordered  one  of  his  at-^ 
tendants  to* bring  from  his  hut  the  articles  to 
be  returned.  For  my  part,  1  was  refolved  to 
]give  him  the  razor,  and  to  tequeft  him  to  keep 
the  whole:  ,but,  in  the  riiidft  of  this  fcene,  a 
ihot  was  fuddenly  fired  near  as ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  we  heard  the  moft  ifrightful  cries. 

Rufhing  inilantly  from  my  tent,  to  enquire 
what  was  the  caufe  of  this  noifet  I  faw  i 
Kabobiqua  flying  as  fall  as  he  could  from  one 
of  my   hunters,  while,  at  the  diftance   of  a 
huhdred  paces  farther,  three  men 'were  mak- 
ing the   moft   lamentable   clamour,  and  hear 
them  was  a  young  girl  lying  on  the  ground, 
I  made  a  fignal  to  my  hunter  to  approach  me ; 
but  the  report  of  the  fliot,  and  the  howling 
of  the   three  men,  had  already  fpread  alarm 
throughout  the  horde.     Some  cried  out  trea- 
chery ;  others  ran  to  their  arms ;  and  1  now 
imagined,  that  I  was  abour  to  be  malTacred, 
with  my  whole  company,  and  that  I  fhould 
be  obliged  to  arm  them  in  my  defence.     My 
litiiation  was  the  more  crftical,  as  neither  t, 
nor  any  perfon  in  the  kraal,  knew  what  wa5 

the 
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the  tSaufe  of  this  cbafudon ;   and  If  I  had 
known,  how  could  I  have  explained  it  ? 

Under  this  embarrafTment,  I  took  the  chief 
hy  the  hand,  and  advanced  with  him  towards 
the  horde.  Fear  w^  painted  in  hh  coun* 
tenftoce ;  tears  began  to  drop  from  his  eyes ; 
and  he  fpoke  to  nje  with  grea^  vivacity.  He 
imagiaedi  no  donbt,  that  he  was  betrayed. 
Jle  complained  to  me,  and  acciiled .  my  people 
Qf  perfidy ;  y«t  he.  readily  followed  me* 

As  1  was  without  arms,  and  prefented  my- 
felf  with  the  chief,  I  wasr  received  with  coij* 
fidence,  and  my  appearance  feemt'd  in  fome 
ineafure  tp  calm  their  perturbation.  My 
people,  who  had'feen  me  dircd  my  courfe 
Jpwards  the  kraal,  haftenjed  thither  aft^  ra% 
to  proted  me;  and  their  number  overawed 
the.  multitude*  At  length,  the  whole  ipyir 
tery  was  cleared  up,  and  we  learned  wha.t 
had  occafioned  the.tnmult,. 

A  Kabobiqua  having  met  one  ^f  my  hunt* 

^ers,  who  was  returning  with  his  fqfee,  wiflied 

to  examine  it,  and  begged  him  to  fhew  it  to 

him.    In  handling  it,  however,  he  accidentally 

^touched  the  trigger  j  it  inftantly  went  off;  and 

the 
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the  lavage^  frighteiied  by  the  unexpeded  ex« 
plofiori,  threw  down  the  fufee,  and  ran  away, 
«i8  iaft  as  he  could. 

At  that  time^  three  men  of  the  horde  arid  a 
young  girl  happened  unluckily  to  be  ftanding; 
at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  paces,  in  the  di- 
redion  of  the  piece.  The  latter  received  a 
Angle  gfain  of  ihot  in  the  cheek;  and 
the  others,  a  few  grains  in  the  legs  and  .thighs* 
The  author  of  'the  mtsftortnne  confirmed  this 
explanation  J  tranquillity  was  foon  reftoredj 
the  favages  <lepof]t€d  their  arms ;  and  I  WM 
furronnded  only  by  friends  as  before* 

Nothing  remained  but  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  wounded,  arid  to  give  them  every 
afliftance  in  my  powen  Without  lois  of  time, 
therefore,  I  repaired,  ftill  accompanied  by  the 
chief,  to  the' place  where  they  weffe.  By  the 
way  we  met  the  young  girl^  who  .was  retur^a- 
ing  from  the  kraal,  bathed  in  tears.  Thecaufe 
of  her  uneaHnefs  was  a  gi^in  of  tead^  whieh  i 
had,  however,  penetratfed  fo  little,  that  I  forced 
it  out  by  only  preflSng  the  part  with  my  fingers. 
With  regard  to  the  three  men^  they  lay  rolling 
on  the  ground,  howling  in  a  moft  frightful 

:.  .manner,  * 
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manber^  and  exhibiting  every  fymptom  of 
/fcipair. 

r^was  aftoniflied  at  their  confternation, 
arid  could  not  conceive  how  ,men  inured  to 
fofferings  iliould  be  fo  much  afFcded  by  a  few 
finall  pimdture«,  the  pain  of  which  cduld 
'  havcfcarcely  drawa  tears  from  an  infant^r  They 
at  length  told:  me  the  caufe  of  their  wjuKnga. 
Thck  iavages,  accuftomed  to  poifon  their  ar- 
jrowS^  imagined  that  I  had  in  Hke  manner 
poifone^  the  lead  with  -whicb  they  were 
wounded.  They  had,  therefor^,  give,Q  them- 
felves^  up  as  loft,  aiid  expeded  in  a  fgysr  mo- 
ment&tb  expire, 

\  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I  could  caufe  to 
be  explained  to  them  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear.  To  convince  tKem,  in  a. manner  ftill 
jnoK  fatisfaftory,  I  pulled  down  one  of  my 
-ftockings,  and  fliowed  them,  in  the  flefh  of 
my  leg,  a  dozen  (hots  of  lead,  for  whiich  I  was ' 
indebted  to  M.  Papillon  de  la  Ferte,  who^ 
when  hundng  in  the  plains  of  Gennevillicr/^ 
had  fired  at  me  inftead  of  arabbif:. 

Klaas  approached  the  wounded  favages  alfo; 
-and,  without  wafting  timi  in.  words  Vvhick 
they  would  nof  have  underftood,  took  from 

his 
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hh  Ihbtibag  a  few  grains  of  lead,  and,  having 
down  them  to  the  three  men,  immediately 
fwallb'wed  them.  This  conclufi ve  proof,  whi^h 
I  had  never  thought  cf,  produced  i  moft  won- 
derful efFe<a.  Their  cries  inftantly  ceafed  j 
ferenity  agaui  appeared  in  their  faces  j  and  their 
Wounds  were  no  more  mentioned* 

I  wis,  however,  apprehenfive  that  the  hotda 
might  ftill  harbour  in  their  minds  fome  feed^ 
of  fufpicion  and  ahimofitj^ :  but,  when  -they 
faw  the  wounded  tneil  Walk  asufual^  and  feem- 
ingly  well,  they  laughed  at  the  whole  advent 
lure ;  and  it  produced  no  other  efFed  than  that 
of  infpiring  them  with  a  dread  of  fire-arms, 
which  none  of  them  afterwards  would  ven- 
ture to  touch* 

In  the  evening,  when  my  fires  were  kindled, 
every  body  came  to  form  a  circle  around  them, 
and  to  dadce  according  to  cuftom.  The  whole 
conVerfation^  if  that  term  can  be  given  to  the 
tumultuous  clamour  of  a  multitude  who  fpoke 
fix  different  languages,  was  engroffed  by  the 
Occident  of  the  morning* 

It  amufed  rpe  much,  though  I  underflood 
nothing  of  it.  1  heard  only  the  word  -r  kaaboup 
pronounced  by  every  mouth.     This  was  the 
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pame  given  by  my  Hotteotots  to  a  fufee; 
and  it  was  adopted  by  all  th^e  lavages  who 
compofed  the  aflembly.  Of  the  K^bobiquas^ 
feme  imitated  with  their  voice  the  found  of 
the  cxpiofion,  others  reprefented  the  geftures 
cf  a  perfcn  who  takes  aim  to  fire,  and  every 
one  aded  a  part  in  the  pantomime.  Thii^ 
feftive  fcene  continued  the  whole  night ;  *  and 
thus  ended  a  day  which  had  threatened  ta  be 
tragical  and  bloody. 

The  Kabobiquas  have  neither  the  flat  nofe 
nor  plump  checks  of  the  Hottentots.  Theti 
fkin  alfo  has  not  that  baftard  colour,  which, 
being  neither  black  nor  white,  renders  them 
odious  to  both  races;  nor  do  they  befmear 
their  bodies  with  thofe  difgufting  fat  fiiba 
i^ances,  on  account  of  which  one  cannot  ap- 
proach them  without  being  bedaubed  with 
their  filth,  or  acquiring  an  offenlive  fmclL  la 
ftature  they  are  as  tall  as  the  CaSres,  and  their 
colour  is  equally  black. 

I  drew  a  portrait  of  one  of  thefe  lavages  in 
all  his  glory  ;  that  is  to  fay,  tattcoed,  covered 
with  his  trinkets  and  ornaments,  and  armed 
from  head  to  foot,  as  on  the  day  of  battle. 

He  yielded  to  my  defire  with  much  com- 

plaifance ; 
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jpiai/ance;  but  I  confefs  that,  when  I  faw  hioi 
fenter  my  tent  with  his  quiver  3t  hb  back,  his 
buckler  on  his  arm,  and  his  body  noWy  orna- 
mented with  a  long  mantle  which  fwept  the 
ground,  and  when  he  fternly  refted  on  his 
lance,  with  his  head  elevated,  and  a  determined 
look,  I  was  ftruck  with  his  martial  air  and  hi^ 
dignified  appearance. 

He  feveral  times  interrupted  my  work  to  ad- 
Inire  it ;  while  I,  tranfported  in  imagination  to 
the  remoteft  periodfi,  and  to  countries  fituated 
under  the  fame  latitude  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  equator,  fe6med  to  behold  a  Jugurtha  or  a 
Syphax  in  arms,  marching  to  combat  in  the 
deferts  of  Numidia,  in  defence  of  his  kingdom 
againft  the  Romans.  In  writing  my  notes, 
therefore,.eyery  time  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
this  W^rior,  I  always  mentioned  him  under 
the  fi^c  of  my  Jugurtha. 

The  hair  of  this  tribe,  which  is  exceedingly 
ihort'and  much  curled,  is  ornamented  with 
fmall  copper  buttons,  arranged  with  great  art 
and  fymmctry.  Inftead  of  that  apron  made 
of  a  jackd's  Ikin,  employed  by  the  Hottentot 
to  cover  what  modefty  bicfS  him  conceal,  the 
Kabobiquas  ufe  a  round  piece  of  leather,  the 
G  i  edge 
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edge  of  which  is  craamented  with  a  finall  in- 
dented circle  of  copper,  and  which  is  divided 
into  different  compartments,  hj  rows  of  glafs 
beads  of  various  colours,  all  proceeding  from 
the  centre,  and  diverging  towards  the*  circum- 
ference, like  the  rays  in  our  images  of  the 
fun. 

This  kind  of  veil  is  made  faft  to  the  groia 
by  means  of  a  girdle  j  but,  as  it  is  only  four 
inches  \n  diameter,  as  it  is  deranged  by  the 
fmalleft  movement,  and  as  they  give  themfelvcs 
little  uneafinefs  refpeding  fuch  accitlents,  it  ig 
very  ill  fuited  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
applied.  During  the  great  heats,  this  fmall 
and  almoft  ufelefs  apron  is  the  only  covering 
on  their  bodies.  Its  being  fo  readily  difplaced 
enabled  me  to  afcerrain  that  they  do  not  prac- 
tice circumcifiion ;  but  it  feemed  to  fhow  alfo 
that,  in  regard  to  mbdefly,  their  ideas  are  very 
different  from  our?. 

Though  they  go  thus  almoft  entirely  naked, 
their  manners,  inftead  of  being  licentious,  are 
remarkably  chafte.  No  females  can  be  more 
-prudent  or  more  referved  than  their  women  j 
and  when  I  compared  them  with  ihoie  of  the 
Greater  Nimiquas,  who  feemed  fo  forward 

-  and 
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atid  fo  condefcending,  I  could  fcarcely  believe 
that  fo  great  a  difference  could  exift  at  fo  fmall 
a  diftance. 

My  people,  accuftomed  to  the  familiarity  of 
the  latter,  were  difpleafed  with  this  feverity ; 
and  the  facrifice  they  were  obliged  to  make  on 
that  account  feemed  the  more  painful,  as  the 
Kabobiqua  women  were  much  prettier  even 
than  the  Nimiquae. 

Young  girls,  who  in  general  among  fa- 
vages  have  not  the  fame  decency  of  condufl: 
a^  their  mothers,  b'ecaufe,  not  being  under  the 
fame  obligations,,  they  enjoy  more  liberty,  were 
here  equally  modeft  and  referved.  Tliey 
ihowed,  indeed,  that  fportiveoefs  peculiar  to 
their  age,  and  which  added  to  their  charms; 
but  it  was  the  fportivenefs  of  innocence.  When 
the  dance  was  finifhed,  and  their  parents  re- 
tired to  the  kraal,  they  all  fet  out  along  with 
them,  not  one  even  remaining  behind  in  my 
camp. 

Whether  from  refinement  of  coquetry,  or 
the  effed  of  prudence,  the  Kabobiqua  women 
do  not  tattoo  their  faces  like  their  hufbands 
4nd  fathers.  They  do  not  even  follow  their 
example,  in  ornamenting  their  hair  with  cop* 
G  3  per 
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per  buttons  ;  and  they  always  go  bare-I?gged, 
though  raoft  of  them  wear  fandals. 

Their  drefs  confifts  of  an  apron  that  reaches 
only  half  down  the  thigh;  a,  krofs  which,  pafC- 
ing  under  the  arm-pits,  is  tied  on  the  bread  ; 
and  a  long  mantle  like  that  of  the  men. 

The  mantle  is  made  of  fkins  not  deprived 
of  the  hair  ;  and  the  krofs,  of  tanned  leather 
prepared  like  that  ufed  for  gloves  in  Europe. 

With  regard  to  glafs  beads,  they  wear  then^ 
as  bracelets.  They  form  them  alfo  into  neck- 
laces, which  defcend  in  different  rows  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach ;  and  they  ifufpend  fronj 
their  girdles  feveral  firings  of  them,  which  fall 
down  their  thighs  below  the  apron. 

Thefe  ornaments  being  very  durable,  the 
habit  of  feeing  them  renders  the  women  al- 
moft  indifferent  to  the  pleafure  of  poffeffing 
them.  Thofe  they  procured  from  me  afforded 
at  firft  great  fatisfadtion,  on  account  of  their 
novelty.  But  when  I  fliewed  them  fciffars 
and  needles,  they  gave  the  preference  to  thefe 
articles  ;  and  this  choice  does  honour  to  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Kabobiqua  ladies.'  Like 
their  chief,  they  fet  a  higher  value  on  utility 
than  ornament. 

I-  To 
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To  give  them  needles,  however,  was  not 
fufficient ;  it  was  neceflary  to  teach  them  alfo 
to  ufe  them.  I  rendered  them  that  fervice 
lik^wife;  and  they  foon  became  fo  expert  as 
to  join  together  tolerably  well  -  two  pieces  of 
fkin.  For  this  operation,  they  employed  a 
frtiall  thread  of  gut  made  in  the  horde ;  and 
the  prdcefe  I  taught  them  appeared  more  ex- 
peditious, ftronger,  and  neateir,  than  that  ufed 
in  fuch  cafes  by  the  farages,  which  confifts  in 
boring  the  Ikin  with  a  fpike  or  fliarp-pointed 
bone,  and  putting  the  thread  through  the 
holes. 

Since  I  returned  from  my  travels,  I  have 
never  feen  a  woman  few  without  thinking  of 
my  Kabobiquas ;  but^  on  maturer  refleiJiion,  I 
^m  forry  that  I  made  them  acquainted  with  an 
art  which,  as  they  will  not  have  it  long  in  their 
power  to  pradlife  it,  muft  be  a  fource  to  them 
only  of  regret. 

When,  during  my  firft  journey,  I  taught  the 
Cafiires  to  form  a  pair  of  forge-bellows,  tbat 
which  I  made  for  them  Would  at  leaft  ferve  as 
^  model,  and  they  were  in  poffeflion  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  enable  them  to  conftruft 
others.  But  the  cafe  was  not  the  fame  with 
G  4  my 


88  TRAVEL9IN 

my  Kabobujuas.  Their  Qeedle3  would  foon 
be  broken  and  unferyiceable,  like  the  razor  of 
the  chief  J  and  their  chagrin  WQuld  be  increafed 
by  the  impoffibility  of  renewing  them.  If  th? 
knowledge  pf  a  new  art  afibrds  by  its  2^dvaa« 
tages  new  enjoyments,  it  occafions  alfo  n^w 
wants  J  and  to  teach  it  to  a  people,  without 
fecuring  to  them  the  nieans  of  exercifing  it, 
is  making  them  a  very  bad  prefent 

I  fhould  in  like  manner  hav^  much  to  re-*, 
proach  myfelf  with,  had  I  been  the  firft  pcrfoa 
who  made  the  Kafaiobiquas  acqi^ainted  with 
tobacco  and  fpirits.  But,  before  my  arrival 
among  them,  they  ufed  the  former,  which 
they  received,  in  exchange  for  cattle^  from 
the  Nimiqua  tribes  their  neighbours,  to  whon\ 
it  was  conveyed  from  the  Cape,  by  paffing 
through  various  hands  in  commerce.  As 
this  traffic,  however,  did  not  take  place  but 
under  certain  circumftances,  tobaccq  was  oi^ 
that  account  exceedingly  fca^ce,  and  a  luxury 
which  they  could  feldq^n  enjoy.  However, 
being  often  deprived  of  it,  they  can  eafily  beai; 
the  want ;  and  fo  indifferent  are  they  upoa 
the  fubje£k,that,  if  it  were  not  brought  to  them, 
they  would  not  go  a  ftep  to  procure  it. 

This, 
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This  indifference  for  an  article,  which  I  had 
feen  eagerly  fought  for  by  all  favage  nations, 
and  which  was  confidered  by  them  as  an  exqiri- 
iite  enjoyment,  feemed  to  Ihew,  as  well  as 
many  other  circumftancea  already  mentioned, 
that  there  were  traits  ia  the  chara^er  of  thefc 
people  which  diftinguiihed  them  fronoi  others. 
The  cafe  was  the  fame  as  to  ftroag  liquors,  on 
which  they  fet  no  great  value ;  and  though 
there  were  among  th^m  fome  few  individuals 
difpofed  to  relifh  them,  the  greater  ijiuniber 
abfolutely  refofcd  them^ 

If  the  contents  of  my  flafks  gave  them  lit* 
tie  fatisfa<5ion,  they  were,  however,  much 
captivated  with  the  flafits  theqifelves.  Thefe 
tranfparent  bottles  excited  their  admiration  in 
the  high^ft  degreef  They  called  ihcxxi  folij 
%vatcr ;  for,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  thefe  favages  had  feen  ice  on  the  fum- 
roits  of  the  mountains  by  which  th^y  are  fur- 
rounded  ;  and  they  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  glafs  of  my  fla&s  was  water,  which  1  tuid 
rendered  folid  by  magic,  and  which  I  prevent- 
•ed  their  fires  from  melting.  As  it  was  impof-, 
fible  for  me  to  explain  this  matter,  Ldid  not 
^tt^mpt  to  undeceive  them  :  and  befides,  with 

what 
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what  advantage  would  it  have  been  attended  ? 
I  fufiered  them,  therefore,  to  continue  in  their 
error,  and  contented  myfelf  with  conferring 
on  them  an  obligation,  by  giving  them  all  the 
empty  bottles  for  which  I  had  no  ufe. 

On  their  part,  they  vied  with  each  other  in 
fliewing  their  generolity  towards  me ;  and  I 
snuft  indeed  allow,  that  I  never  faw  a  nation  fo 
difinterefted*  Every  night  they  brought  to  my 
camp  a  confiderable  quantity  of  milk ;  and 
they  n^ver  came  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
my  people,  without  bringing  fome  ftieep  to  re- 
gale them.  I  have  feen  many  of  them  give 
away  gratuitoufly,  and  without  receiving  any 
thing  in  return,  part  of  their  herds  and  their 
flocks ;  and,  when  I  departed,  there  were  many 
perfons  in  my  caravan  who  poflefled  both 
fheep  and  oxen,  ^hich  they  had  received  as 
a  pure  gift. 

What  difference  between  thefe  people,  fo 
?iffedionate,  fo  generous,  and  the  Greater  Nimi* 
quas,  who  alvyays  approached  me  with  a  pite* 
ous  air,  holding  out  their  hands  like  mendic^^nts, 
to  afk  of  me  every  thing  they  faw  ! 

With  this  benevolent  difpofition,  the  Kabo-t 
biquas  have  alfo  a  martial  charader.     Their 
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weapons  are  poi(bned  arrows^  and  a  lance 
with  a  long  iron  point,  but  different  from  the 
afTagay  of  the  Hottentots*  In  battle  their  de^ 
fenfive  armour  confifts  of  two  bucklers;  the  ond 
of  a  fize  fufficient  to  cover  the  whole  body  ci 
the  combatant ;  the  other  much  fipaller.  They 
are  both  made  of  ikins  exceedingly  thick^  an4 
proof  agaiqft  arrows. 

The  latter,  which  is  of  a  round  figure,  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  breadth,  i$ 
borne  on  the  lower  part  of  the  arm  during  the 
time  of  adion ;  but,  when  it  becomes  ufelefs, 
they  remove  it  above  the  elbow  towards  the 
ihoulden  It  is  ornamented  with  a  copper  ring 
placed  round  its  circumference,  anc)  with  feve« 
ral  rows  of  beads  difplayed  over  its  furfacc, 
forming  compartments  according  to  the  whim 
of  the  owner,  and  diftinguiOied  by  fuch  colours 
as  are  moft  agreeable  to  his  tafte. 

By  means  of  this  variety,  the  buckler  of  each 
is  different,  and  has  no  refemblance  to  that  of 
another ;  and  ss  the  individuals  of  a  tribe 
know  one  another  by  their  mode  of  tattooing, 
they  can  diftinguifh  each  other  alfo  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  blazon  their  (hields. 

The  cpurage  which  the  Kabobiquas  difplay 

in 
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in  combat  is  particularly  exercifed  in  their 
hunting  excurfionsi  and  above  all  againft 
carnivorous  animals^  Intrepid,  however,  as 
it  may  be  to  attack  the  elephant  and  the  rhino- 
ceros,  thefe  fpecies  of  animals  are  not  objeds 
of  their  vengeance ;  becaufe,  living  upon  grafs 
and  herhs,  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  either  for  themfelves  or  their  cat- 
tle.  But  the  tiger,  lion,  hyaena,  and  panther, 
being  enemies  of  a  different  kind,  they  declare 
againft  them  implacable  w^^  and  purfuethcm. 
without  remiffion* 

Of  the  fpbils  of  thefe  deftrudive  animals 
they  form  their  bucklers,  girdles,  fandals, 
krofles,  mantle$,  &c.  They  confider  it  as  a 
mark  of  honour  to  wear  them  ;  and  they  fet 
a  much  higher  value  upon  them  than  upon  the 
Ikin  of  the  rhinoceros  or  of  the  elephant.  If 
they  fometimes  hunt  the  latter,  it  is  only  as 
objeds  of  food  J  and  they  employ  to  catch 
them  thoie  concealed  pits,  which  are  the  ufual 
fnares  of  the  Hottentots :  but  this  method, 
which  requires  both  patience  and  labour,  is 
very  little  fuited  to  a  people  fo  brave  and  ea-» 
terprifing  as  the  Kabobiquas. 

I^een  and  refolute  hunters,  they  add  to  native 

valour 
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Talout  the  utraoft  adtvity.  Nimble  as  deer, 
nothing  can  flop  their  courfe  ]  neither  excef^ 
five  fatigue,  nor  the  longeft  and  mofl  difficult 
journeys.  I  hayc  often  hunted  in  their  com* 
pany ;  and  I  always  found  them  indefatigable 
and  ready  for  every  undertaking.  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  fkill  and  aftivity,  they 
were  never  able  to  bring  me  within  reach  of 
a  white  zebra,  nor  of  a  particular  kind  of  an- 
telope, which  I  believe  to  have  been  a  gnou, 
though  k  was  larger  than  the  gnous  are  in 
general. 

Thefe  are  the  two  fpecies  of  animals  that  are 
mod  common  in  this  part  of  the  country.  A 
great  many  rhinoceroies^  and  antelopes  with* 
out  number,  are  alfo  to  be  feen  ;  but,  whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  intenfe.heat  of  the  climate, 
to  the  place  being  unfuitable  to  their  nature, 
or  rather  to  the  want  of  food  proper  for  them, 
no  giraffes  are  any  longer  k)  be  found  in  it. 

As  the  Kabobiquas  poflefs  fo  bold  and  re^ 
folute  a  charatSler,  one  might  be  induced  to 
i)elieve  that  they  are  ferocious  and  intraSablc, 
Among  all  the  African  nations,  however,  which 
I  have  vifited,  I  never  knew  one  that  fo  much 
praif^ifed  obedience  and  fubordination. 

The 
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The  chief  here  is  not,  a&  in  odier  tribes,  n 
principal  among  his  equals ;  he  is  a  fovereign 
in  the  midft  of  his  fubjc^lis,  a  mafter  fur-* 
rounded  by  hia  flaves.  A  word,  a  gefture,  or 
a  look,  is  fufficient  to  procure  him  obedience. 
Whatever  be  his  orders,  they  are  never  con- 
tradided  ;  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  in  everj^ 
particular  family.  What  the  chief  is  to  the 
horde,  the  father  is  to  his  children.  His  com- 
mands are  abfolute;  and  he  exercifes  regal 
power  at  home,  while  he  obeys  elfewhere* 

Though  the  tribe  was  very  numerous,  the 
wifdom  with  which  it  was  ruled,  and  the 
good  order  that  prevailed  around  me,  an- 
nounced, in  the  man  by  whom  it  was  go-» 
verned,  an  intelligence  fupcrior  to  that  of  all 
the  favages  I  had  before  feen ;  and  I  knew 
not  a  fingle  individual,  except  old  Haabas, 
that  Neftor  of  the  Gonaqua  nation,  who  could 
be  compared  to  him.  As  I  conceived  for 
him  a  very  high  efteem,  it  was  a  fource  to 
me  of  real  pain  that  I  was  unacquainted  with 
his  language,  and  tlierefore  not  able  freely  to 
interrogate  him  refpedling  a  thoufand  objects 
which  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying 
to  me  to  know.  » 

His. 
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Hi8*lM[bitation  was  fuitcd  to  his  fuprcmc 
dignity.  It  Was,  indeed,  a  hut  only,  like  thofe 
of  his  fubje<^s,  and,  like  them,  covered  with 
the  Ikins  of  animals  j  but  it  was  much  larger, 
as  well  as  more  elevated ;  and  around  it  were 
fix  othera,  occupied  by  his  family  and  def- 
tined  for  them  alone-  .  '  - 

iTbc  natural  drynefs  of  the  country  inha- 
bited by  the  Kabobiquas  obliges  them  to  dig 
wells,  fotrtheir  own  ufe  as  well  as,  for  their  cat- 
tle J  but  a?  .  the  jfaipe  caufe  often  i^riea  up 
ihefe  wells,  they  ^re  tbeo:  forced  to  remove, 
and  to  feek  eUewhcre  a  /oil  more  abundant 
infprings;  for  Fiih- River,  though  confider- 
ahle  in  the  rainy  feafon,  is  often  during  the 
great  heats  entirely  deftitute  of  water. 

The  long  journeys,  which  thcfe  too  frequent 
emignvtions  compel  them  to  undertake,  and 
the  interoourfe  wlych  they  thence  have  with 
other  nations,  muft  neceflarily  infpire  them 
with  ideas  unknowa  to  the  fettled  tribes  ;  and 
it  would  not  be  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  that  to 
this  extenfion  of  ideas. are  they  indebted  for 
that  fuperiority  of  intelligence  which  elevate^ 
them  above  their  neighbours :  but  I  have  al- 
ready fpoken  of  a  nation,  who,  like  thera^  being 

forced 
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fQTQtd  to  dig  wells,  ahd  to  become  wandefefS^ 
h^ito  remained^  neVenthelefs,  in  the  inferi.orify 
of  the  favage  ftate*  Nature,  perhapa,^  who 
has  beftowed  upon  the  Kabobiquas  bodies 
more  agile,  and  a  more  intrepid  charadler, 
may  have  endowed  them  alfo  with  fuperiot 
minds* 

To  the  KaboMqiJas  I  am  indebted  for  my 
knowledge  of  the  place  where  Orange- Rivet 
has  its  fourde.  I  imagiiied  that  this  rivet 
came  from  the  cetttral  inouiitains ;  but  they 
informed  me,  thftt^  though  in  its  progrefs  it 
ieemed  to  approach  them,  it  took  its  rife  at  a 
-great  diftance  in  the  mountains  fituated  far- 
ther to  the  north^eafl,  and  that  it  did  not 
reach  the  former  till  after  a  winding  courfd 
of  confiderable  length. 

In  confcquence  of  one  of  their  emigrations^ 
they  had  formerly  fettled  on  its  banks,  fixty 
kagu'es  from  the  defert  which  they  now  inha« 
bited ;  but  being  molefted  by  the  Houzouanaa, 
and  difappointcd  by  the  drought,  they  had  re* 
moved  from  it,  and  came  to  encamp  again  ifl 
the  fpot  where  I  found  them* 

Of  all  the  African  nations,  they  are  the 
only  people  among  whom  I  found  any  idea^   • 

however 
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libwever  confufed  a  one,  of  thd  exiftencc  of  a 
deity.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  from 
their  own  refledion,  or  the  communications 
bf  other  tribes,  that  they  have  acquired  this 
fublime  knowledge,  which  would  alone  , bring 
them  near  to  a  level  with  poliflied  nations; 
but  they  believe,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn  from  my  people,  that  beyorld  the 
ftars  there  exifts  a  fupreme  being,  who  made 
and  who  governs  all  things. 

I  muft  however  obferve^  that  on  this  fub- 
je<9:  their  ideas  are  vague,  barren,  and  oinpro- 
dudivci  They  have  no  conception  of  the 
future  exiftence  of  the  foul,  or  of  rewards  and 
jpunifhments  in  ariother  life ;  in  fhort,  they 
have  neither  worfhip,  facrifices,  ceremonies, 
bor  priefts,  and  are  total  ftrangers  to  what  we 
call  religion. 

1  am  well  aware,  that  kolben  advances  a 
very  different  opinion  refpeding  thefe  Afri- 
cans J  but  I  have  already  given  my  fenfiments 
of  that  author.  I  will  however  acknow- 
ledge, that  Kolben  does  not  always  deviate 
firom  the  truth,  and  that  his  falfehoods  even 
are  founded  upon  fads,  which  he  has  wilfully 

Vol.  IIL  H  mifre- 
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mifreprefented,  or  adopted  without  fufficient 
examination. 

He  has  been  vaguely  told,  that  there  arc 
fome  tribes  among  whom  circumcifion  is 
ufual,  and  that  there  are  others  who  deprive 
their  males  of  one  tefticle.  On  this  authority 
he  affirms,  that  all  the  different  Hottentot 
hordes  are  circumcifed ;  and  he  defcribes,  in 
the  mod  minute  manner,  and  as  an  eye-wit- 
nefs,  their  manner  of  femi-caftration,  though 
he  never  went  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
-Cape. 

It  is  natural  that  a  father  fhould  difpofe  of 
his  children,  and  that  he  fhould  himfelf 
perform  the  ceremony  of  their  marriage,  if 
the  cuflom  of  the  country  admits  of  a  cere- 
mony. With  Kolben  this  fimple  practice  is 
converted  into  a  branch  of  religion,  a  facrificc, 
a  fuperflitious  dance,  an  pbjeiSl  of  forcery,  &c« 
There  is  a  high  prieft,  who,  being  entrufted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  circumcifion,  of  femi-caf^ 
tration,  and  all  the  religious  cuftoms,  alfo  gives 
his  benedidion  to  marriage ;  and  who,  always 
mafter  of  an  evacuation  which  unqueflionably 
p  lefs  fubjeft  to  our  will  than  fovereign  over 

/  it. 
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!t,  finiflies  the  ceremony  by  pouring  on  the 
married  couple  a  copious  difcharge  of  urine. 

In  the  time  •of  that  author,  the  Kabobiquas 
were   not  known  at  the  Cape,  and  I  believe 
myfelf  ^o  be  the  firft  perfon  by  whom  their 
name  has  been  mentioned  :   but  it  is  not  im- 
poflible  that  he  may  have  been  told  of  fome 
Jribes,  who,  more  courageous  than  others,  or 
more  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  ravenous  ani- 
mals, made  it  a  rule  to  combat  them,  and,  like 
the  Kabobiquas,  confidered  it  as  an  honour 
to  wear  their  fpoils.     A  fadt  fo  fimple,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  have  made  a  fufficiently 
brilliant  figure  in  a  relation  of  travels;  nor 
would    the  reader    have   felt    himfelf   inte- 
refted  in  an  unadorned  ftory  of  favages,  who, ' 
to  preferve  their  cattle,  declare  war  againft 
fuch  animals  as  are  their  enemies.     He   has, 
therefore,  embellifhed  the   narrative   of  jthis 
hunting,  and  converted  it  into  an  order  of 
chivalry^  to  which  no  one  is  admitted   but 
with  particular  ceremonies,  performed  by  the 
high  prieft,  and  until  he  has  given  convincing 
proofs  of  his  proAvefs.    But  I  have  infifted 
too  long  on  improbable  falfehoods  and  abfurd 
H  z  fables, 


loo  TRAVELS    IN 

fables,  and  fliall  return,  therefore,  to  my  Ka^ 
bobiquas. 

Having  procured  every  information  in  my 
power  refpeding  thefe  people,  and  added  to 
my  colledion  the  birds  found  in  their  diftrid:, 
I  was  unwilling  any  longer  to  fatigue  my 
horfes  in  purfuing,  to  no  purpofe,  animal^ 
which  would  not  fuffer  me  to  approach 
them.  I  refolvcd,  therefore,  to  quit  the  horde, 
and  to  vifit  another,  eftablifhed  at  the  diftance 
of  a  long  day*s  journey  to  the  north- weft. 
The  chief  gave  me  guides  to  accompany  me 
thither ;  and  on  the  9th  of  February  we  re- 
fumed  our  march. 

We  purfued  our  way  for  fome  lime  along 
very  narrow  paths,  which  however,  in  all 
probability,  fhortcned  our  route;  and  at 
length,  at  the  end  of  a  defile,  we  difcovered 
a  plain  which,  extending  towards  the  weft, 
was  bounded  on  the  horizon  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, the  bottoms  of  w  hich  were  covered  with 
wood. 

The  verJure  of  thefe  forefts  gave  me  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  watered  by 
fome  river  j  and  they  reminded  me  of  the  de- 
lightful 
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lightful  borders  of  Fifli-River,  where  I  had 
ibjourned  with  fo  much  pleafure.  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  fhould  in  like  manner  find  there 
provifions'  in  abundance  fot  my  company, 
new  plants  and  animals  to  increafe  my  coU 
iedions,  and  objefts  with  which  I  was  unac- 
quainted to  gratify  my  curiofity.  Accordingly 
I  gave  orders  to  my  people  to  direct  their 
courfe  towards  that  quarter;  and,  though 
it  was  lengthening  our  way,  we  proceeded 
along  the  plain. 

We  had  marched  three  hours,  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  when  the  horiz'^n 
became  fuddenly  darkened,  and  atrightfulUorm 
feemed  gathejring  over  our  heads.  Lopg  and 
frequent  flaflics  of  lightning  darted  between 
the  clouds;  the  thunder  roared  in  a  moft 
awful  manner;  and  our  animals  by  their 
perturbed  and  reftlefs  movements  announ- 
ced that  the  tempeft  was  likely  to  be  tremen- 
jdous. 

Without  lofing  time,  my  oxen  were  un- 
loaded, my  tent  was  erededi  mats  and  fkins 
were  prepared  to  afford  us  lhelter,-and  every 
one  took  a  (hare  in  the  labour.  Our  precau- 
tions, however,  were  of  no  avail.  The  wind 
became  fo  impetuous  that  nothing  could  reliil 

H3  itj 
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it ;  my  tent  was  overturned ;  and  I  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceflity  of  covering  myfelf  with 
the  canvas,  while  my  people  fecured  them^ 
felves  in  the  beft  manner  they  could. 

The  rain  in  the  mean  time  poured  down 
in  torrents,  and  fo  great  was  the  deluge,  that 
we  might  have  fuppofed  all  Africa  about  to  be 
inundated.  The  heavens,  meanwhile,  which 
feemed  thus  to  diflblve  into  water,  appeared 
by  the  lightning  to  be  every  now  and  then 
adlually  on  fire.  The  flaflies  embraced  the 
whole  atmofphere  ;  while  the  thunder,  burfting 
on  every  fide  at  once,  made  us  all  apprehend 
that  we  fliould  infallibly  become  its  vidims. 

I  had  feen  violent  ftorms  in  CafFraria ;  I 
was  acquainted  with  thofe  of  the  Cape,  fo  much 
dreaded  by  mariners  and  travellers ;  and  I  had 
not  forgotten  thofe  of  Surinam,  which,  for  two 
months  together,  rifing  daily  with  the  tide, 
announce  the  feafon  of  drought :  but  till  this 
period  1  had  never  beheld  one  fo  alarming ; 
and,  for  the  firft  time  in  my  life,  the  found  of 
thunder  made  me  tremble. 

It  is  true,  to  fecure  and  preferve  my  powder 
I  had  placed  it  near  me  under  the  canvafs; 
and  while  I  feared  that  the  thunder  might 
break  over  me,  I  feared  alfo  for  my  magazine, 

which. 
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which,  by  its  explofion,  would  have  blown  me 
up  along  with  it. 

My  terror  on  account  of  this  double  danger 
continued  more  than  an  hour.  The  thunder 
having  at  length  ceafed,  though  the  rahi  ftill 
continued,  each  of  us  putting  his  head  out  from 
below  his, covering  eagerly  turned  round  his 
eyes  to  fearch  for  his  neighbour ;  and,  furprifed 
to  find  the  whole  company  alive,  we  congratu- 
lated each  other  on  having  efcaped  fo  imminent. 
a  peril. 

My  Kabobiqua  guides  alone  feemed  to  be 
delighted  with  the  ftorm.  Accuftomed,  as 
they  faid,  to  experience  fimilar  and  even  more 
violent  ones,  they  had,  in  general,  their  noife 
only  without  their  advantage;  but  by  this 
their  wells  would  be  filled  with  water,  and 
£re(h  pafture  would  fpring  up  for  their  cattle. 
They  confidered  it,  therefore,  as  a  bl effing ; 
and  fo  great  was  their  joy,  that  they  had  fat 
all  the  while  quietly  expofed  to  the  rain,  with- 
out attempting  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  Ihel- 
ter  themfelves  from  it. 

All  our  cattle,  iheep,  oxen,  and  goats,  du- 
ring the  ftorm,  had  difperfed  themfelves  in 
different  quarters  over  the  plain.     Having  coU 
H  4  leded 
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ledled  them,  and  being  defirous  to  find  a  fpot 
for  an  encampmeiu  near  the  wood  and  fup-r 
pofed  river,  I  again  purfued  piy  route  j  for 
what  could  we  do  in  the  middle  of  a  plain 
covered  with  water,  and  under  a  rain  which| 
though  in  fome  meafure  abated,  continued  dill 
to  fall  with  violence?  Already  wet  to  the 
Ikin,  I  confidered  the  inconvenience  of  being 
foaked  a  little  longer  as  of  no  qonfequenge. 

My  baggage,  indeed,  having  been  tho- 
roughly drenched,  was  a  double  load  to  my 
oxen.  The  earth  top,  though  fandy,  had  rcr 
ceived  fo  much  rain,  that  it  could  not  abforh 
the  whole  of  it. .  In  confequence,  it  was  every 
where  covered  with  pools ;  and  the  oxen, 
obliged  to  pafs  thefe  cavities  without  knowing 
where  the]?"  placed  their  feet,  ftumbled  at  every 
ftep,  and  rail  the  rifk  of  being  lamed  under 
their  burdens. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
the  rain  fortunately  ceafed  altogether ;  and 
the  calm  which  followed  allowed  us  to  kindle 
fires  to  dry  our  baggage  and  clothes.  The 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  even  the  night,  were 
employed  in  this  bufmefs  ;  but  we  were  feve-. 
ral  times  interrupted  by  the  graihing  of  trees, 

whicl^ 
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v^hich  we  heard  very  near  us.  This  noifc 
w^  occafioned  by  elephants,  which  we  drove 
away  by  firing  our  fufees,  and  which,  coming 
in  quefl;  of  paflurage  in  the  neighbourhood 
pf  my  camp,  were  breaking  the  branches  to 
procure  themfelv^s  food. 

Next  morning,  when  day  appeared,  I  faw 
in  the  plain,  on  an  extent  of  fcarcely  half  3. 
league,  more  than  a  hundred  of  thefe  animal? 
colleded  together.  They  perceived  us  a? 
diftinftly  as  we  perceived  them  j  but  they, 
neverthelefs,  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  leaft 
Jlartled, 

At  this  fight  my  hunters  were  tranfported 
with  joy.  They  immediately  got  ready  their 
jtrms,  and  were  magnifying,  in  imagina- 
tion, the  ivory  with  which  this  wonderful 
hunt  was  to  Tupi  ly  them.  For  my  part,  being 
|io  longer  a  novice,  the  eagernefs  I  had  formerly 
felt  was  gone.  Satiated  in  fome  degree  with 
thisan»i:fement,Ididnot  forget  the  dangers  with 
which  it  is  almoft  always  accompanied.  The 
inconvenienice,  befides,  of  tranfporting  with- 
out a  waggon  the  teeth  of  thefe  animals,*  in- 
fpired  me  with  no  great  defirc  of  poffefling 
them. 

I  While 
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While  fuch  were  my  Ideas,  a  bird  of  a  nevr 
fpccies  would  have  appeared  thore  valuable  to 
me  than  a  dozen  elephants,  I  began,  there- 
fore, to  traverfe  the  foreft  ;  and  I  had  the  fatif- 
fa£iion  to  kill  two  charming  animals  of  the 
feathered  race,  a  male  and  a  female*  .  They 
confiderably  refemble  the  fpecies  of  the  ring- 
dove, though  the  difference  is  fufficient,  in 
my  opinion,  to  entitle  them  to  a  feparate  clafs^ 
as  they  have  a  bill  much  larger  than  pigeons  in 
general.  Their  claws  are  alfo  more  hooked^ 
and  iheir  toes  broader  and  flatter.  In  fhort^ 
the  moft  beautiful  colours  ornament  their 
plumage,  which,  on  the  body,  is,  in  general^ 
of  a  brilliant  green.  The  feathers  of  the  wings 
are  bordered  with  an  elegant  jonquille  yellow, 
which  is  alfo  the  colour  of  the  belly  of  the 
male.  On  the  top  of  each  wing  is  a  large 
violet  fpot ;  and  the  feet  of  both  are  red. 
This  charming  fpecies,  entirely  new,  will  form 
a  part  of  my  ornithology,  in  which  I  {hall  give 
figures  of  them  both. 

The  ikirt  of  wood  near  which  I  had  en- 
camped lay  in  a  diredion  N.  ^  W.  which  was 
that  of  my  route  ;  and,  by  keeping  along  the 
edge  of  it,  I  knew  I  ftiould  arrive  at  the  horde 

I  in- 


AFRICA.  107 

1  intended  to  vifit.  .  After  marching  fomc 
hourS)  we  found  ourfelves,  however,  ftopped 
by  a  torrent,  which,  falling  from  the  moun- 
tains, had  been  prodigioufly  fwelled  by  the 
rain  of  the  late  ftorm  ;  and,  as  it  was  neceflary 
to  wait  till  it  fhould  fubfide  and  become,  ford- 
able,  I  was  obliged  to  encamp  on  its  banks. 
The  place  was  agreeable ;  and  I  found  in  it 
birds  bf  various  kinds,  which  made  me  fu£i« 
cicnt  amends  for  the  uneafinefs  occafioned  by 
the  delay. 

KJaas,  who  by  long  pradice  had  become  a 
naturalift,  and  who  knew  as  well  as  I  what  my 
colledHon  contained,  and  what  would  be  new 
in  it,  exerted  himfelf  with  indefatigable  ar- 
dour to  augment  it.  He  killed  and  brought 
to  me  a  magnificent  bird  with  which  I  was 
entirely  unacquainted,  and  which  exhibited 
chaia£teriftics  fo  confufed  that  I  was  at  a  loft 
how  to  clafs  it 

On  the  firft  view  I  fhould  have  taken  it  for 
a  cuckoo ;  but,  though  it  had  fome  relation  to 
that  genus,  it  did  not  in  reality  belong  to  it ; 
for  its  feet  were  ftronger,  and  its  claws  more 
hooked  and  notched :  befides,  Klaas^  before 
he  fired,  faw  it  hook  itfelf  to  the  trunk  of  a 

tree, 
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tree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  wood-peckep; 
isind,  like  the  wood-pecker  alfo,  ftrike  its  bill 
3gainft  the  bark. 

Its  claws  and  toes  are  abfolutely  the  fame, 
and  divided  precifely  as  are  thofe  of  that  bird  ; 
but  its  tail  is  not  capable  of  fupporting  it,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  the  tail  of  the  wood-pecker.  It 
jdoes  not,  therefore,  climb,  but  fupports  itfelf 
merely  by  hooking  its  claws  in  the  bark  of 
trees,  on  which  it  feeks  for  its  food.  It  has  a 
large  crooked  bill,  and  is,  in  (hort,  one  of 
thofe  fpecies  which  fliow  the  deficiency  of  our 
fyftems  of  ornithology.  I  {hall  not  omit  this 
beautiful  bird  in  my  cfefcriptions. 

The  fwell  of  the  torrent  did  not  continue 
longer  than  twenty  four  hours,  and  the  fe- 
icond  day  I  was  able  to  crofs  it  without  wetting 
my  feet.  We  were  now  only  three  leagues 
from  the  horde,  and  fome  of  the  people^ho 
compofed  it,  'having  at  a  diftance  pbferved 
my  camp,  approached  towards  us  to  recon- 
poitrc  it* 

As  they  foon  diftinguiftied  my  Kabobiqua 
guides,  their  neighbours  and  friends,  they  adr 
vanced  to  pay  me  a  vifit.  1  infpired  them 
with  a  favourable  opinion  of  me  by  a  few  pre* 

fentsj 
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fents  J  and  I  gave  them  for  their  chief  i  fmall 
portion  of  tobacco^  defiring  them  to  inform 
him,  that  I  intended  to  pay  my  refpeds  to  him 
in  perfon,  and  that  next  morning  I  would  be 
at  the  kraal  with  my  whole  company*  We 
were  not  able,  however,  to  fet  out  till  aftei" 
dinner,  becaufe  the  oxer>  I  had  purehafed  at 
the  laft  horde  had  returned  thither  during  the 
night,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  difpatch  fome  of 
my  people  to  bring  them  back. 

The  chief,  accompanied  by  his  whole  horde, 
came  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  meet  me  ;  and 
I  found  him  waiting  my  arrival  on  the  banks 
of  a  rivulet.  As  my  appearance  excited  among 
this  horde  the  fame  eagernefs,  the  fame  fur- 
prife,  and  the  fame  curiofity,  as  among  the 
horde  I  had  quitted,  I  (hall  not  repeat  what  I 
have  faid  already.  It  confifted  alfo  of  Kabobi- 
quas;  and  confequently  their  manners^ cuftoms, 
arms,  and  charafter,  were  the  fame. 

The  only  difference  I  obferved  was,  that  in 
the  former  the  men  only  wore  fandals ;  but 
in  this  horde  they  were  worn  by  every  body ; 
men,  women,  and  children.  This  cuftom, 
however,  does  not  proceed  either  from  luxury 
or  effeminacy,  but  from  an  indifpenfible  and 

neceffary 


116  TRAVELS    IN 

ncceflary  precaution,  impoTed  by  the  tocky  na* 
tare  of  their  country,  and  by  the  mimofas  with 
which  It  is  covered.  This  tree  bears  a  great 
number  of  pricklest  fo  that  the  earth  around 
it  is  always  ftrewed  with  them;  and  it  is 
to  prevent  their  feet  from  being  wounded 
by  them  that  they  Habituate  themfelves  to  the 
life  of  fandals. 

As  every  novelty  in  drefs  among  ftrangers 
appears  almoft  always  ridiculous,  my  people, 
accuftomed  to  go  bare-footed,  confidered  this  as 
altogether  (ingular;  and,  to  diftinguiffi  the  new 
horde  from  all  thofe  we  had  before  feen,  they 
called  them  the  horde  of  the  fandal-bearers. 

Lefs  numerous  than  the  former,  it  confifted 
only  of  two  hundred  individuals.  They  had 
alfo  fewer  cattle  ;  both  becaufe  the  foil,  on  ac- 
count of  its  poverty,  afforded  little  pafturage^ 
and  becaufe  the  Houzouanas  made  frequent  in- 
ciurfions  into  their  territory  to  plunder  them. 
Not  long  before  my  arrival,  they  had  carried 
off  thirty  oxen  ;  and,  though  the  chief  had 
armed  all  his  people  to  endeavour  to  recover 
tliem,  he  had  been  able  to  retake  only  fix ; 
and  thefe  even  were  fo  feverely  wounded  with 
^rows  and  aflagays,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
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kill  them  on  the  fpot,  aad  to  carry  them  to 
the  kra^l  in  pieces  for  proviiion. 

Notwithftanding  their  poverty,  thefe  favagcs 
difplayed  the  difintereftednefs  and  generofity 
peculiar  to  their  nation.     Though  I  had  diftri- 
buted  among  them,   in  prcfents,  only  a  few 
paltry  articles,  they  brought  every  evening  to 
my  camp  a  confiderabie  quantity   of  milk. 
During  the  time  I  fpent  among  them,  which 
was  eight  days  (becaufe,  the  mimofas  being  in 
full  bloflbm,  I  found  thereon  many  infeds  and 
birds),  fome  followed  me  to  the  chace  whh  a 
view  of  rendering  me  any  little  fervice  in  their 
power,  and  others  ran  every  where  about  the 
neighbourhood  to  procure  me   infeds.     On 
my  part^  I  made  it  my  duty  and  a  pleafure 
to  oblige  them.      My  markfmen   went  out 
to  hunt  for  them  rhinocerofes  and  elephants ; 
and  though  they  were  not  able,  during  my 
whole   ftay,    to   get  near  one  of  thefe   ihy 
animals,  they  killed  nearly  a  fcore  of  ante- 
lopes, and  feveral  buffaloes,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  given  up  to  the  horde.     The  buf- 
faloes were  exadly  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofc 
we  had  killed  on  the  eaftem  coaft.     They 

were 
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were  only  much  larger ;   but  their  flelli  beidg 
leaner  was  lefs  delicate. 

My  own  excurfions  alfo  f)roved  fuccefsful  i 
and  I  found  for  my  colledion  two  rare  fpecies 
of  birds.  One  of  them  was  the  toller,  knowa 
Under  the  name  of  the  Senegal , roller ;  the 
other  the  rofe- coloured  bee-eater,  called  the 
Nubian  bee-eater.  By  adding  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  thefe  birds  the  name  of  the  country 
where  they  are  found,  natiiralifts,  doubtiefs, 
diet  not  mean  to  aflert  that  they  exift  flo  where 
clfe }  but  it  was  there  probably  they  were 
firft  difcovered,  though,  like  many  otherd 
which  bear  the  names  of  countries,  they  may 
be  met  with  in  a  different  part  of  the  globe. 

Bufialoes  were  fo  common  in  this^  difbri<9:^ 
that  they  catne  and  fed  quietly  at  a  little  dit* 
tance  from  my  camp ;  but,  when  we  attempted 
to  approach  them,  they  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  This  fufpi- 
cious  and  haggard  animal  carefully  avoids  dan- 
ger, and  it  is  only  when  attacked  and  obliged  to 
defend  himfelf  that  he  feems  to  be  fenfiblq  of 
the  immenfe  ftrength  which  nature  has  be-  . 
Howed  upon  him« 

With 
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With  regard  to  giraffes,  none  now  exift 
m  this  diftridl,  or  in  thofe  I  had  quitted.  A 
few  old  men,  however,  aflured  me  that  in  their 
youth  they  had  feen  fome  here ;  and/from  the 
cJefcription  they  gave  of  them,  it  stppeared  as 
if  they  fpoke  truth.  I  do  not  know  why  the ' 
ca^  is  different  at  prefent  j  but  I  conclude  from 
the  cireumftance^  that,  if  there  are  animals 
which  occupy  a  great  latitude  of  country, 
there  are  others  that  can  live  only  in  a  very 
narrow  zoile.^ 

-  Whait  principally  engaged  the  a;ttention  of 
my  Kabobiqua  horde  was  a  dread  df  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  From  morning  to  night  I  heard  them 
pronounce  nothing  but  the  word  Houzouana* 
If  they  defired  my- interpreters  to  fay  any  thing 
to  me,  it  always  related  to  the  hbftilities  or 
robberies  of  thefe  people. 

That  aftive  nation,  more  dreaded  than  they 
ought  to  be,  had  an  eflablifhment  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  twenty  leagues  towards  the 
north,  and  occupied  a  chain  of  mountains  ex- 
tending from  north  to  eaft*  As  the  barrennefs 
of  the  foil  which  they  poffeffed  prevented 
them  from  forming  regular  and  Numerous 
hottles,  they   divided  themfelves  into   fmall 

Vol.  IIL  I  bodies, 
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bodies,  more  or  lefs  confider^Ie,  according  ta 
places  and  circumftances ;  and,  as  the  fame 
caufe  often  reduped  them  to  a  great  fcaxcity  of 
provifions,  they  made  incurficms  int^  t^i^t^^i* 
toriesof  theirneighbours,;and  carri^^  off  thfiii: 
flocks.  Thefe  plvnderers^  living  by  t^pUie^ 
are  fo  much  feared  in  the  whole  neigbbour-* 
hood  on  account  of  their,  valpur,.  that  a  few  of 
them  are  fufficient  to  put  to  flight  a  whole 
horde  of  tw6;hu©dj:*ed  meq.  Completely  armed  j 
and  if  the  party  who  have  been  rohbod  IbUonr 
them,^  when  they  retire  with  th?ir  booty,  k  is 
rather  to  aflure  themielves  of  thmr  ntKOL  thaoi 
to  attack  them/ 

The  Kabobiqua  hoiide,  itf^f,  t^ngh  b^ 
longing  to  a  nation*  more  warHkt.  th%^  ^J  of 
the  other  tribes  airound,  we^  ^aaljy  timid- 
in  regard  to  the  Houzoi^anas.  Taught  froia^ 
their  infancy  to  confider  them  as  formi^ble, 
they  thought  refiftance  ufeleis,  and  t09kppt 
precautions  to  enable  them  eith^s  to  pr^ifof)^ 
or  repel  their  attacks. 

They  had,  however,  recently  conclude4  ^ 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  nearel):  divi^on  j,  a^ndj^ 
in  order  to  enfure  tranquillity,  bafj  engaged  to 
pay  them  annually  a  certain  number  pf  cattle. 

This 
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This  bears  fome  refcmblance  to  a  commence- 
ment of  civilization ;  but  thefe  fhameful  and 
humiliating  conditions  were  broken  almoft  as 
foon  as  concluded.  The  Houzouanas  of  the 
more  diftant  divifions  preteBded,  that  the  Ka- 
bobiquas  had  not  entered  into  the  treaity  with- 
out a  view  to  advantage  j  and  that  they  would 
confequently  continue  their  hoftilities  and  de- 
predations. Even  the  party  which  had  ac- 
cepted the  peace  was  fuppofed  to  countenance 
their  incurfions,  to  inform  them  of  the  moft 
favourable  moments,  and  to  fhare  in  the 
^its  of  thefe  plundering  expeditions. 

Thus,  every  thing  confpires  to  prove  what 
aiati  is  in  the  folitary  ftate,  and  what  he  is 
deftined  to  become  when  he  begins  td  com- 
bine in  gf  oupes,  and  to  feel  on  all  fid^s  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  fellow  men. 

Whetl  the  chief  faw  the  effeft  gf  my  fufecs, 
and  was  fenfible  how  far  filch  arms  rendered 
me  fuperior  to  his  enemies,  he  endeavoured  to 
animate  me  againft  them,  and  to  intereft  me 
in  his  quarrel. '  Defirous  of  being  acquainted 
with  and  vifiting  that  nation,  I  often  inter- 
rog^ed  him  refpeding  it,  and  requefted  in- 
formation;* but  he  anfwcrecj  all  my  queftions 
I  2  cither 
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either  by  advice  or  complaints,  the  vifible  in- 
tention of  which  was  to  irritate  me  againft  it* 

He  apprehended,  however,  on  the  othe^^ 
hand,  th^t  afterwards,  when  I  {hpu]4  be  gone, 
the  Houzouanas  might  gope  apd  wreak  their 
yengeapce  on  his  ho^de,  for  haying  diredled 
me  to  their  refideape,  and  armed  me  againl^ 
tbcn^.  Accordingly,  epiplpying  my  interpret 
ters^  fometimes  to  infpire  me  with  ^n  f  nvet 
nomed  hatred  againft  t^efe  plunderers-,  an4 
fometimes  to  adv^fe  me  not  to  advance  ^her, 
his  mind  feemed  to  be  contiqxialiy  at  variance 
with  itfelC  He  wa$  i^nosyant  that  the  different 
tribes  through  yrhofe  tprritoriesj  I  ha4  pafled 
fpoke  tQ  me  pf  them  wit|i  the  faipe  terror,, w4 
that  ail  his  difcoprfe  prodMced  no  other  eff^<^ 
than  to  increafe  my  defire  of  knowing  theiQ. 

With  my  numerous  ca;*avan,  v^y  c^iftant 
and  freqi^ei^t  huqtipg  exciirfioqs,  and  the 
miiltipliqity  of  my  npd^^urns^l  fir^s,  I  could 
not  remain  long  unknowa  to  fp  wandering 
a  people.  I  entertained  oo  doubt  th^t,  in  the 
courfe.of  (heir  roving,  they  muft  already  haye 
obferve^  me ;  and  that  if  they  h^/i,  not  ye; 
Ihown  themfelves,  it  was  bccaufe  dip  1^4^^ 
of  my  fire-arms^  which  refounded  night  and 
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day^  had  checked  their  mcIlnatioQ  to  attack 
xbe. 

What  they  were  t6  the  Kaboblquafe,  I  was 
to  them  }  and  this  ftate  of  terror  into  which 
they  were  thrown  gave  me  no  little  uneafi- 
ncfs }  becaufe;  by  keeping  <hem  at  a  diftance, 
it  prevented  me  from  having  an  opportunity 
•of  kndwing  thiem.  Whatfever  fuperiority  the, 
nature  of  niy  arms  might  give  me,  I  had  no 
intention  of  abtifing  if ;  every  fpecies  of  in- 
fult  being  contrary  to  my  principles.  To  extf* 
cu^  the  plan  of  travels  I  had  formed  required 
many  friends  ;  I  had  every  where  endeavour- 
ed fo  to  adt  as  to  procure!  them ;  and  1  was 
fully  convinced  that  the  Houzbuanas,  fb  much 
dreaded  and  fo  much  decried,  would  be 
equally  among  the  number. 

My  people,  however,  were  of  a  different 
bpinioa,  By  my  converfations  with  the  chief, 
they  learned  my  dtfign ;  for,  as  I  was  obliged 
to  employ  four  different  interpreters,  it  could 
be  nd  fecret. 

When  it  was  known  throligh  the  camp,  I 
obferved  fymptoms  of  univerfal  alarm;  the 
men  and  w6iben  talked  to  each  other  with 
Apparent  uneafineft  j  and  the  different  tribes 
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affemblcd  and  held  conferences  together-—* 
Though  I  underftood  nothing  of  their  dif» 
courfe,  the  myfterious  manner  in  which  they 
conduded  themfclves,  aod  the  reftlcfs  air  of 
their  countenances,  announced  a  ftorm^  or,  in 
other  words,  that  a  confpiracy  was  on  the 
poirit  of  burfting  out. 

The  Nimiquas,  being  the  mod  timid,  wen 
the  firft  to  explain  their  fen^timents ;  and,  on    * 
my  part,  I  bad  reafon  to  be  gl«d  that  the  plot  . 
began  to  fhew  itfclf  by  the  declaration  of  thef« 
poltroons,  deftitute  alike  of  fpirit  and  ener^. 
They  came  to  inform  me,  that  tlijcy  would 
neither  confent  to  enter  a  country  of  which 
none  of  my  company  had   any  knowledge^ 
nor  expofe   themfelves  to  the   attacks  of  a 
nation  which  every  other  nation  held  in  hor- 
ror }  and  that  they  would  confequently  leave 
me,  if  I  perfifted  in  my  refolution. 

I  made  to  their  fpecch  ho  other  reply  than 
by  a  burft  of  laughter  j  and,  taking  them  at 
their  word,  gave  them  leave  to  depart  that 
moment,  well  afiured  that  they  had  not  the  cou- 
rage to  put  their  threat  in  execution:  becaufe^ 
in  order  to  return,  they  had  to  traverfe  couo^ 
tries  infefted  by  the  Boflimcn,  through  which 

thej 
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ttey  wouW  nevtr  v^SQturc  to  pafe  alone*  They 
^^re  compelled,  therefore^  to  remain  under 
my  prote&ion,  and  by  their  exceflive  cow- 
ardice wete  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fufFer- 
ing  themfelvts  to  be  conducted  wherever  I 
might  cnoofe  to  lead  them.  The  cafe  was 
predfely  the  fame  with  all  their  companioos. 

Each  ban(^  however,  came  to  notify  their 
departure;  but,  when  they  ought  to  have  Se- 
parated ^fronfpne,  none  of  them  durft  move. 
So  great  was  their 'terror,  that  had  they  even 
been  advanced  on  their  journey,  leaving  the 
Houzouanas  behind  them,  they  would  Hill 
have  been  afraid  of  being  iEittacked  by  thefe 
people. 

My  Gape  Hottentots^  though  equally  cow- 
ardly, concealed  their  timidity  with  more  art : 
but  refpeding  them  I  bad  other  caufes  of  tin- 
eafmefs.  Accuftomed  to  an  indolent  life  in 
the  colonies,  and  continually  regretting  the 
lofs  of  certain  conveniences  of  which  they 
found  themfelves  deprived,  they  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  enduring  fatigues  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  it  was  neceflary  for  us  to  fup- 
port*  Then:  health  was  affe^ed  by  the  dif- 
ftrence  of  the  climate  into  which  they  had 
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been  removed ;  and  if  1  had  not  taken  the 
precaution  to  make^  a  Icmg  ftay  at  each  of 
the  ftations  where  I  halted^  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  perform  the  journey,  and 
muft  one  after  another  have  perittied  ^n  the 

This  new  plan  alarmed  them  ftiore  than  any 
preceding  one :  but,  as  they  poflfcffed  a  great-' 
er.  fhare  of  acutenefs  than  their  colmrades,  and 
were  confequently  lefe  free  a(#  open,  they 
had  addrefs  enough  to  conceal  their  pufiUani* 
mity  under  ;the  moft  fpecious  pretence?.  To 
fpeak  to  me  of  the  Houzouanas  would  have 
been  imprudently  betraying  themfelves ;  they 
did  not  even  fo  much,  as  pronounce  their 
name ;  but,  affefting  to  {hew  themfelves  good 
fathers  and  good  hulbands,  they  reminded 
me,  with  feigned  tendernefs,  of  their  wives 
^nd  children,  whom  they  would  perhaps 
ha^e  beaten  had  they  been  near  them.  They 
talked,  alfo  of  their  fatigues  anid  their  health  ; 
and,  above  all,  of  the  local  and  particular  ob- 
ftacles  which  would  arife  in  the  execution  of 
myprojcft. 

Could  I  have  believed  the  people  of  the  horde, 

I  had  indeed  to  traverfe  a  defert  which  would 
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require  a  journey  of  five  days,  and  in  which  I 
Ihouid  find  no  kind  of  food  or  refrelhment^ 
either  for  my  people  or  my  animals ;  not  the 
fmaileft  trace  of  vegetation ;,  not  even  vegeta^- 
tive  earth.  It  was  only,  they  faid,  a  vaft 
ocean  ^  land,  where  it  was  impoffible  to  move 
one  ftep  witKqut  iinking  up  to  the  knees ; 
and  this  fand;  moveable  and  as  light  as  dufl:^ 
was  fo  fine  that  we  fhould  run  the  rifk  of  be- 
ing fmG(lherc#  upon  occafion  of  the  Icaft 
wind,  if  we  did  not  perifli  by  thirft,  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  diftrefs,  before  we  had  accom- 
pliihed  h«lf  the  way. 

This  difcourarging  intelligence  was  con- 
firmed, in  appearance,  by  the  condudl  of  the 
Kabobiquas  themfelves.  Notwithftanding  the 
requeft  of  their  chief,  notwithftanding  the 
temptation  of  the  prefents  I  offered  them,  noc 
a  fingle  individual  of  the  horde  would  confent 
to  ferve  me  as  a  guide.  This  refufal,  how- 
ever, did  not  alarm  me.  Whatever  terrifying 
aipeA  it  wore,  I  afcribed  it  to  the  fear  with 
which  thefp  dcfpicable  poltroons  were  poC- 
iefled,  that,  by  confenting,  they  ihould  certainly 
deliver  themfelves  into  ihe  hands  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.     The  more  they  perfifted  in  repre- 

feniing 
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ieating  the  country  as  cxtraordinaiyf  the  mort 
was  I  inflamed  with  a  defire  of  vifiting  it.  I 
law  there^  in  my  mind's  eye,  new  obje^  o£ 
natural  hiftory,  difcoveries  of  importance  to 
commercie  ;  and  I  fuppofed  that  it  would  fur« 
nifh  me  with  detaib  prc^r  to  awakei^  curio-^ 
fity,  and  the  more  fingular  as  no  one  before 
me  had  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  becom-> 
ing  acquainted  with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  frightfoi  accounts  that 
had  been  given  me,  1  faw  nothing  in  them 
but  exaggerated  tales,  which,  pafling  fuccei^ 
lively  through  the  mouths  of  my  di^crent  in* 
terpretcrs,  were  enlarged  in  proportion  to  the 
fear  of  each»  And  after  all,  as  the  Houzout 
anas  advanced  as  far  as  the  horde  to  plunder 
it,  1  might  as  well  go  to  them,  as  fuffer  them 
t6  come  to  me :  there  was  no  more  danger  in 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other, 

I  confefS)  however,  that  what  I  had  heard 
refpeding  the  nature  of  the  foil  did  not  appear 
to  be  entirely  void  of  foundation.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  journey  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Sandal-bearers,  when  I  turned  towards  the 
wood  I  found  the  ground  fo  thickly  covered 
'  with  a  greyilh  duft,  that  it  concealed  not  only 

the 
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ttie  foU^but  CTen  the  grafs  and  the  pebbles. 
This  uncommon  phenomenon  ftruck  me  too 
much  not  to  be  obferved  with  attention,  and 
It  brought  to  my  mind  cert^n  accounts  which 
I  had  fonnerly  read,  and  gave  rife  to  reflec- 
tions, the  refult  of  which  appeared  to  me  in- 
terefting. 

Accordingto  the'learned  traveller  Haflelqiiift, 
^  there  is  no  country  in  the  world,  if  we  e5> 
^  cept  Poland,  that  contains  in  its  bofom  fuch 
•*  a  large  quantity  of  common  fait  as  Egypt, 
•*  The  bottom  of  the  foil  is'^fcarcely  compofed 
"  of  any  thing  elfe  than  mountains  of  it  •  •  •  If 
•*  pits  be  dug  at  certain  diftances,  they  yield  a  ' 
^  rcddifli  fstk,  mixed  .with  calcareous  earth, 
**  called  by  the  Egyptians  of  the  prefent  day 
••  natron .  • .  They  confider  wells  of  frelh  water 
*'  as  a  miracle . . .  Without  the  affiftance  of  tMe 
**  Nile,   Egypt   would  be  uninhabitable ;  as, 
•*  from  the  fame  caufe,  is  a  part  of  Eaftern 
^*  Arabia  • .  •  Even  the  blackeft  foil   contains 
•*  abundance  of  faline  particles ;  as  is  proved, 
•*  every  morning  before  fun-rife,  by  the  quan- 
^  tity  of  v^hite  fait  with  which  the  furface  of 
**  it  b  covered,  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as 
^^  #nc  fees  ia  Sweden,  in  the  end  of  autumn, 

*^thc 
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••  the  earth  covered  with  hoar  froft,  Or  Sl  thiA* 
••  coat  of  fnow.'*  The  author  adds,  "  A  foit 
•*  impregnated  with  fait  muft  produee  falfugt* 
^^  nou8  plants ;  and,  indeed,  fuch  are  found  ia 
**  Egypt,  ^ndin  greater  number  than  in  any 
**  other  part  of  the  Levant*"' 

Egypt  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of*  the 
tropic  of  Cancer,  and  I  found  myfelf  near 
that  of  Capricorn  j  that  is  to  fay,  at  the  fame 
diftance  from  the  equator.  WhatHaflelquift 
had  taught  me  refpeding  the  northern  part  of 
Africa,  I  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  fouth^ 
ern  under  the  fame  latitude,  which  ftrucfc 
me  with  aftoniflbment.  I  wondered  why 
nature  prefented  fuch  an  evident  relemblanca 
in  two  countries,  diftant  almoft  twelve  hun* 
dred  leagues,  though  lying  under  the  fam« 
parallels* 

I  am  no  chemift,  and  I  have  often  had  oe^ 
cafion  to  regret  my  deficiency  in  that  refpedt* 
It  is  much  p  be  wiftied,  that  in  travellers  every 
branch  of  ufeful  knowledge  were  united ;  but 
each  is  generally  direfted  in  his  ftudies  by  a 
tafte  fo  predominant  as  almoft  to  exclude  every 
other ;  and,  as  a  naturaliil,  I  had  abandoned 
myfelf  entirely  to  the  animal  kingdom.  Every 

things 
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t^ing,  however,  bad  fbewn  me,  witbcHit  being 
^  chemifl,  the  fame  immenf^  quantity  of  com? 
mon  fait  here  vrbich  Haifelquift  Qbferyed  ia 
Egypt;  and  I  thought  ?vea  that  I  beg^n  to 
find  alfo  natron* 

In  advancing  from  the  Cape,  I  hs^d  conftantly 
remarked,  that  the  water,  which  at  firll  was  a 
little  bracS^ifti,  became  more  and  more  impreg- 
nated with  fait  as  I  appiK^ached  towards  tho 
equator.  Nothing. was  fo  uncommon  as.wa-, 
tfir  perfe^ly  fweet  j  fpF  even  the  torrc9ts  were 
50nfiderably  falrilb.  Scarcely  had  4  pool  beea 
heated  by  the  fun,  when  I  faw  formed  upon  it 
a  cruft  oft  bAr4  cryftalUwd  fait.  Every  thing 
was  fait,. the  plants  not  excepted ;  and  accord- 
ing as  the  ftnj^ure  q£  their  fibres  was  more^ 
Qt  Itik  favourable  to  the  infiltration  qf  (alt» 
each  of  them  was  moie.or.lefs.acifid« 

Among  the.  falfugidoiis  plants  of  Egypt,- 
Ha£elquxft  ce^kons  failt-^vfort,  and  paiftidu^ 
larly  feveral  kinda  of  cheMpodium;*>  and  fflet>i^ 
fcmbxyanthemum  f  ;  and:thefe  :vegctahlei  are' 
indigenous  alfo. in  the  fbuthem  part  of  Africa, 

*  Go^fcjfoot.  f  Fi^-^Jatygold. 

and 
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and  very  abundant,  cfpecially  in  the  country 
'  of  the  Rabobiquas. 

In  fine,  we  are  informed  by  all  travellers, 
fbat  tb^  -Egyptians,  notwithftanding  the  ialu- 
brity  of  their  climate,  are  fubjefl:  to  bKndnefs  j 
a  melancholy  infirmity,  which  muft  be  prin* 
cipally  afcribed  to  the  fsdihe  duft  which  is  fo 
frequently  driven  into  their  eyes  by  the  wind : 
and  there  were  alfo  many  blhid  perfonif  in  the 
countries  of  which  I  fpeak,  I  faw  none  any 
where  elfe  j  whereas  all  the  inhabitants  here 
were  more  oriefs  afi^^d  with  a  diforder  (^ 
tibe  eyesr 

Ttkih  Mkmg  refein^knce  between  two  conn-i- 
tries,  ieparated  by  the  whole. breadth  of  the 
fiirrid  20t^,  could  ^ctt  &U  to  excite  my  cqrio^ 
jBty*  I  conjectured  that  the  duft  with  which 
I  faw  the  plain  covered  was  natron  {I  ima^ 
gh^ed^  that  I  fliould  fifxd  ftill  more  as  I  advaq- 
ced  imhehr  into  the  cbuntry;  and  the  ibit 
withdut.vegetadon,  of  which  the  Sandalsbeareia 
had  fpbken,  ftrengthened  this  conje€ture,  and 
added,  one  motive  more  to  thofe  I  already  felt 
for  carrying  my  intended  projeft  into  execution* 

The  oppofition  made  to  it  by  my  people 

preff^nted 
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prefeated  nothing  to  my  Tiew  capable  of  fuC- 
pending  it.  Accuftomed  to  their  petty  infur- 
redtions,  I  wa$  no  way  intimidated;  and  J 
laughed  equally  at  the  objedions  and  furly  dif^ 
content  of  feme,  as  at  the  cowardice  and  dole-* 
Jul  lamentations  of  others. 

For  the  moment,  I  confidered  my  Hottentots 
<Mily  as  children,  who  whine  and  cry  when  they 
f»re  ieparated  from  their  nurfe.  Since  it  had 
become  a  part  of  my  plan  to  be  accompanied 
and  announced  by  the  favages  of  one  horde 
to  thofe  of  another,  they  were  the  part  of  my 
comp^miy  y^ith  which  I  could  befl  dlfpenfe^ 
Tlus  plan  was  indeed  fo  eafy  and  fo  econo- 
mical, and  my  Cape  Hottentots  were  now  fo 
ulelefa  and  even  fo  burdenfbme,  that  I  per-* 
biajis  ihould  have  congratulated  myfelf  upoa 
being  rid  oif  them* 

.  Befides,  the  manner  in  which  I  now  travel- 
led jrequired  neither  fo  many  people  nof  th6 
iame  preparauon.  I  had  commenced  my  jour- 
ney with  waggons :  a  method  that  was  attend- 
ed with  numberlefs  inconvenk^icies. 

Independently  of  accidents  and  delays,  which 

they  too  often  occafioned,  and  of  the  impc^«i 

l>iUty  of  repairing  them  in  cafe  they  fhould 

5  break, 
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break,  a  coafideraWe  and  fuperfluous  expence 
was  ncceflary  to  fupport  thpm  and  to  keep 
them  in  motion.  They  rfequired  a  provifion 
of  tools  and  of  iron;  a  great  number  of  men 
te  condud  them  and  to  look  after  the  cattle  j 
and,  above  all,  double  relays — ^an  objeQ:  attend- 
ed with  much  coft,  and  eitreinel/  diflSciilt  to 
be  procured ;  becaufe,  at  a  certain  diflance  from 
tht  coloiiles,  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  cattle  ready 
,  trained  for  the  draught.  I  have  already  men«* 
tioned  with  how  much  trouble  and  difficulty 
1  was  able  to  procure,  among  the  fiipwy 
mountains  of  Camis,  a  few  wrretched  oxen, 
which  I  foon  faw  perifli  on  the  road  without 
being  of  any  ufe  tome. 

When  1  left  my  camp  on  the  banks  tf 
Orange-River,  1  hkd  been  particularly  an*- 
xious  to  be  aflured  whether  it  would  be  pof^ 
fible  for  my  tsifrl^es  to  -follow  me  in  my  fu- 
ture i^Urfe^-iT.atfo  propiofed  to  myfelf  to 
found,  jn  fome  meafure,  different  favage  na- 
tions,  to  try  thefr  chara<3:elr,  and  efid'eavour  to 
learn  how  far  I  could  truft  myfelf  to  them, 
and  rdy  on  their  afliftancc.  The  knowledge 
of  thefe  two  points  was  abfcJlutely  neceflary  to 
&aWe  me  to  cbntiau^  my  joiircley)  without 
•'      '  it 
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it  I  could  hope  for  ho  ruci:ers  ;  and  t  dibtiMl 
perhaps  have  been  flopped  at  the  very  fitft 
ftcp-     .     • 

My  lecond  trial  Had  anfwered  to  my  wiflics. 
Wherever  I  wcfrit,  I  found  fiiends,  and  riiet 
with  tfUfty  men,  who  cohdud;ed  me  from  oh6 
norde  to  another,  and  whbfe  fervice  and  aid  I 
purchafed  fot  mere  trifles.  Free  a^  the  air,  I 
depended  on  no  one.  The  people  thus  ac- 
i^uiredi  oppofed  to  iny  will  neither  difficulties, 
delay,  nor  refufal  j  and  etery  thing  fcfemed  to 
tonounce  to  me  that  I  might  traverfe  all 
Afirica. 

With  regard  to  my  waggons,  it  was  in  Vain 
to  ihivk  of  them.  In  proportion  as  you  ad- 
vance from  the  colooies  towards  the  tropic, 
the  country  becomes  more  and  more  rugged 
and  uneven.  Nothing  is  feen  on  all  fides  but 
mountains  and  rocks,  the  defiles  of  which  are 
for  the  moft  part  as  fleep  as  precipices,  and 
confequently  impafTable  for  wheel-carriages. 

I  faw  myfelf  reduced,  therefore,  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  travelling  with  oxen  of  burden — sl 
faiethod  much  lefs  cmbarrafling  and  infinitely 
more  economical;  fmce,by  requiring  fewer  cat- 
tie,  I  had  no  need  to  carry  with  me  ufelefs  re- 

VoL.  IIL  K  lays  J 
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kys  ;  and  at  the  fktoe,  time  I  was  certain  of 
every  whcr^  finding  fuch  as  I  had  occafion 
fbrr 

In  cqnfequence  of  v^j.  plan  to  vifit  ite 
Houzouanas,  I  had  ftill  a  third  trial  to  make. 
As  none^o/  the  Sandal -bearers  would  ferve  me 
as  guides^  the  means  in  which  I  confided,,  and 
which  had  hitherto  fucceeded,  of  keeping  up  a 
communication  from  one  horde  to  another 
fuddenly  failed*  me.  Their  refufal  interrupted 
the  chain  of  my  correfpondence  ;  and  I  waS 
obliged  to  devife  fome  method  of  fiapplying 
this  want,  and  of  re-eftablifliing  ic  myfelF.  If 
I  fliould  be  able  to  make  my  way  without 
them  to  the  peopfe  whom  they  had  painted 
to  me  in  colours  fo  Black^  and  if  I  fhould 
fucceed  in  conciliating  their  friendQiip,  I  had 
nothing  more  to  fear :  there  was  no  nation 
with  which  I  might  not  hope  to  become  kc^ 
quamted;  and  the  end  and  obje<St  of  my 
journey  would  thus  be  previoufly  enfured. 

My  excurfion  to  the  Houzouanas,  however^ 
could  be  only  of  fhort  duration;  and  it  was  even 
become  impoflible  forme  toproceed  beyond  that 
nation.  As  I  had  propofed  to  quit  my  camp  at 
*Orange-River  but  for  a  few  months,  I  had  taken 

withft 
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With  me  a  fmall  quantity  only  of  merchandire, 
whicih  Was  much  leffened  by  circumftances, 
and  alrfibft   entirely  exhaufted.     And  whsit ' 
hopfe  could  I  have  of  gaining  friends  when  I 
had  no  longer  prefcnts  to  make  them  ?^         '  - 

I  know  that  the  difpofitioh  of  the  favage  is  • 
naturally  good  ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  will  da  in-* 
jliry  to  no  individual,  if  that  individual  does 
no injiiry  to  him :  and  perhaps  even  gratuitous' 
fcrvices  may  be  obfciincd  from  him,  for  In- 
tereft  is  by  no  irieans  his  ruling  paffiqn.     }f 
he  defire  with  dvidity  the   objeSs   that  2*8- 
fliewA  him,  it  is  ratiicr  through  diildifh  curio-^ 
fity  than  any  real  want.     Neterth^lefe,  we 
muft"  riot  expeia  to   receive  every  kind  *of 
afilidatite,  tlnlefs  We  hold  out  to  Kim  the  at^ 
traAion  of  reward*  * 

Another  reafon  which  urged  me  to  haiften 
rtiy  retiim  to  Orange-Rivei*,  was  tl^e  (late  in-^ 
Which  I  had  left  my  camp.  My  gira9^,  ^x*. 
pordd'tipon  ftafces,  might  fpoilj  mycoUec-v 
fions,  the  fruit  of  eleven  mohths  labour,  ran. 
the  fame  rifle  ;  and  I  had  to  expedl  from 
Swanepoel  mbfe  good^will  than  i*al  care.  By 
committing  to  his  charge  the  general  infpec« 
tion  of  my  caravan,  I  had  affignedtohimao* 
K  2  employ-; 
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'  employment  y^hich,  fuitcd  to  his  age,  required 
butlf^lc  &^igu^  fj^He.iyasaccuftomedto  thisr 
i^s^^y^  kkxd  of  liil^ ;  for^  when  he  had  fwept 
my  tent,,  and  made,  x^jr  co&e  pr  my  t^  he 
cfOKeiii^d  I))i9f^l^  to  have  difcharged  the  du- 
ties; <?£  the  whde  4^j.         :  i  •  I 

.  In  {\xdi  3  cbfra^erj  I  h^  little  reafbn 
tp.  etpeft  that  adiivity  whiclj  wGwolc^  be  rie:- 
quilred  tQ;:)cjsep:  my^camp^n  order ;  during 
1^^  \qx^%  ^i^noc^  ;BeB<^i  whpjcou^d  inAire^ 
tfefhlif?  of  an  olcj;  man !  And,,  ev^  i^  he,  ibould 
only  be  fi^Jc,  wha^  caufis  fhouU  I  h^^c  for 
a{a0A  rdp^^ing  ^e  frmts  of  ^  much^  labour  \ 

.In  tht  i^dft  of  thi?,peq?l?xity,^and  thp(^ 
wayering  jdetcrnunations,  pcq^^fipned  t^y  dif 
uncertainty  of  the  means  to'  carry  the^jnto^ 
eM«utlon,rl;ifefolv!e4  to.jcqaftilt  my  faithful 
K.laas«  Wii«n/  wder  embarra^ng  ckoim*'. 
ftancps^  this  worthy  Hottentot  was  generally 
my  counfeUpr.;  and  I  always  found  thgt  ha 
poQeiTed  a  ihare  of  good  fenfe  equal  to  his  at«* 
t^hment  and  courage.  1;  therefore,  commu^ 
aicated  to  him  my  reflexions,  my  new  plans^ 
and  told  him  the*  dj^ulties  as  well  as  the 
]iq>es  with  which  I  foiefaw  ^ey  would  be  at« 
tended^ 

He 
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He  iiftened  with  great  attention  ;  and  then, 
;  ftriking  his  Ixand  againft  mine,  faid,  that  he 
agreed  with  me  fefpcding  my  to6w  arrange- 
ment, and  particularly  my  defign  of  travelling  in 
futiire'with  oxen  of  burden  only.  •'  With  re* 
"  gard,**  added  he, "  to  your  defire  of  paying  a 
**  vifitto  the  Houzouanas,  I  have  no  bccafioh  to 
^  aflure  you  I  am  ready  this  inftant  to  depart. 
**  You  know  that,  wherever  you  niay  choofe 
**  to  go,  Klaas  will  follow  you  faithfully  and 
**'with  pleafure ;  but  if  you  thiok^t  neceflary, 
**  as  1  do,  to  have  a  few  trufty  |)frfon8  along 
,  ^*"with  us,  I  can  anfwcr  for  five  of  my  com* 
^*  hides,  upon' whom  you  may  rely,  even  to 
^*  death,  as  firmly  as  you  may  npbn  me.'' 

This  proteftition  of  attachment  from  a  man 
of  approved  ;eal,  knd  the  afilirance  he  gave 
pie  of  the  courage  ^nd  refolution  of  his  com- 
rades, aiSbrded  me  fo  much  fatisfaAien,  that, 
in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  joy,  1  was  almoft 
tempted  to  difmifr  41  thofe  lyho  were  of  no 
ufe  to  me,  and  to  fet  out  that  very  moment. 
A  return  of  refledion,. however,  checked  me ; 
I  faw  that  the  delay  of  half  a  day  woufd -be 
of  advantage  to  make  prepatatlori.  I  confe- 
quejitljr  put  off  my  dej^arture  till  the '  next 
K  3  ^  '  '   morning  1 
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xjiorning;  aad,  giving  orders  to  the  five  me^ 
recommended  by  Klaas  to  hold  themfelves  in 
;'^adinefs  to  ftart  early,  I  declared  to  the  reft 
tl^at  I  v^rould  leave  them  mailers  of  their  conr 
^lud ;  l)ut  that  I  was  ready,  neverthelefs,  to 
?idmit  into  my  company  Aich  as  might  hav^ 
the  courage  to  foUo^y^  me* 

My  new  plan  was  to  vifit  the  Houzouanas, 
and  to  return  to  iliy  camp  at  Orange-River, 
not  by  tl>wK>ute  I  h^d  purfued  in  coming  hir 
ther,  but  by  iiny  other  which  might  give  mp 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  wit^i 
new  hordes.  When  J  arrived  at  the  camp,  J 
intended  to  xefume  my  wagons,  to  proceed 
by  a  different  road  to  the  Cape^^where  I  meant 
to  leave  them,  and  to  b^iq,  at  ^  better  chofen 
^rlod  an4  only  with  pxen  of  burden,  a  third 
jouniey,  in  which .  I  e?^pe£tpd  more  fuccefs 
th^n  in  my  fecqndj;  jmd  which  I  wasd^firous 
of  ttpdert^king, through  the  countries  fituated 
on  the  eaft  of  the  Can^is. 

To  execute  thjs  plan,  I  forefaw^that  I  (hould 
have  occaGon  foEtlie  fervice?  of  fhe  Houzou- 
anas  i  and. on  that  account  I  was  anxious  to 
pijt  them  to  the  teft,  and  endeavour  to  fecurc 
th|ir  frifudfliipt     Befidjcs,  my  new  mode  of 

travelling^ 
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travelling,  lighter  as  well  as  more  commodi- 
ous, and  at  the  fame  time  lefs  tedious,  feemed 
likely  to  fumifh  me  with  more  abundant  re- 
fources,  and  to  facilitate  difcovcries,'with  the 
hopes  of  which  my  imagination  was  already 
enchanted.  ' 

At  break  of  day,  my  whdle  caravan  was  in 
readinefs  to  depart.  During  the  night,  the 
Greater  Nimiquas  held  a  council  together,  and, 
as  I  forefaw,  refolved  to  accompany  mc,  not 
through  courage  orattachment,  ^mfrom  mere 
cowardice,  and  a  dread  of  being  attacked  by 
the  Bofhmcn,  if  they  attempted  "to '  return 
without  an  efcort. 

My  Hottentots,  who  thought  themfelves 
much  fuperior  tothe  Greater  Nimiquas,  and  who 
were  afliamed  to  appear  lefs  courageous, afFeded 
to  (hew  ftill  more  ardour ;  and  their  example 
induced  the  reft  of  the  company  to  imitate 
iliem.  My  Koraquas,  Kaminouquas,  Lefler 
Nimiquas,  and  the  people  of  Bafter*s  horde, 
all  vied  with  each  other  in  eagemefs  to  be  of 
the  party,  and  each  ftrove  who  ihould  fliew 
the  greateft  impatience  to  depart.  The  San- 
dal-bearers, whofe  accounts  had  excited  ib 
pmch  terror,  were  now '  objedls  of  laughter : 
K^  they 
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they  bfW^^mc  thp  fqbjc^a  of  univerfal  ridicule  i 
ao4  it  was  f3[i(J,  that  they  h^d  refiifed  to  s^c* 
xprapany  me,  becaufe  they  were  afraid  to  w^t 
or  fpoil  their  fandals. 

'  Before  I  thought  of  departing,  I  ^ook  car^ 
to  get  from  them  fuch  informatio^  a&  they  weric 
jf4>le  to  give  me  refpe£Hng  the  ro^tc  I  pught 
40  purfqe.  They  told  me  that,  after  march- 
ing a  day  or  two  towards  the  north)  I  flioul^ 
4iQd  a  yail  plain  terniinat^d  on  the  pzA  by  a 
.phaia  pf  mountains;  that  I  muil  crctfs  this 
[.plam;  4ad  that  amojig  the  rpcks  of  the  mpun* 
.tains  I  fiiould  {ind  ttie  eftabliihment  of  the 
Houzouanas  of  whom  they  had  fpokeiu 

Agreeably  tq  thcfe  inftruftions  I  proceeded 
^|owards  the  eaft  j  arid  yre  halted  abput  noon  on 
(the  borders  of  a  fait  lake,  in  which  we  found 
.acryftj|UUed  (hept  pf  fait.  It  had  probably 
.beenfojrmed  and  l^a|d  floated  at  the  furface; 
but  the.ftorm,  a  few  days  before,  had  carried 
|hither  fo  much  ^ain,  that  it  was  now  deprefled, 
^nd  fituated.  between  th&t;wo  waters. 

While  my  people  y^ere  .fitting  on  ."the  bant 
.pf  this  Ijdce,  getting  rfeady  for  dinner,  they  ob- 
.iprv^d  four  men,  at  a  diftance,  croflin^  the 
:pl5^.  ,  A^tjhis'figh^  they  were.alupip/l petrified 

with 
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.|vlth  lei;ror ;  thg^'  cried  out  immediately  that 
ihcj  were  Houzouana^;  and,  though  they 
were  themfelvcs  teji  or  twelve  to  one,  they 
were  already  afraid  of  being  attacked.  The 
pourage  difplayed  in  x\\^  morning  vaniflied  Iqi 
an  inftant ;  the  whole  company  fuddenly  loft 
their  appetite;  and  I  know  not  what  might 
Jiave  been  the  confequence  of  this  general 
jdarm,  had  not  Klaas  haftened  as  expeditioufly 
f^  poffible  to  inform  me  of  what  waspafling. 

Having  applied  my  perfpeftive  glafs  to  my 
tjc^  to  examine  the  four  ftrangers,  I  perceive^ 
them  to  be  men  apparently  of  an  extraordinary 
fize ;  whereas  the  Houzouan^^,  according  to 
the  account  which  I  had  heard,  were  little 
|>eGter  than  pigmies,  not  exceeding  at  moft 
fpur  feet  and  a  half  in  height.  -  I  fired  fome 
(hots,  in  order  that  they  might  obferve  us — 
which  they  foon  did ;  but  the  reports  alarmed 
them,  and  they  difappeared  in  an  ipftant. 
-  Among  the  inconveniencies  of  this  journey^ 
there  was  one  refpefting  which  the  Sandal- 
bearers  had  given  me  no  intimation.  The 
ground  over  which  we  were  obliged  to  travel 
washpl}owand  fwelled  up;  fo  that,  like  a 
piece  of  paftry  expofed  to .  wo  violent  a  heat. 
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It  formed  a  cruft  ftparated  from  the  foil,  and 
might  not  only  have  concealed  innumerable  fa- 
milies of  little  animals,  but  would  have  allowed 
them  to  proceed  feveral  leagues,  in  all  df- 
redions,  between  the  two  ftrata* 

The  greater  part  of  my  oxen,  and  thofe 
particularly  that  were  heavily  loaded,  funk  half 
a  foot  deep  at  every  ftep;  and  thefe  continual 
falls  tormented  and  rendered  them  almoft  fu- 
rious. We  ourfelves  were  not  exeftipted  from 
the  fame  accidents*  In  a  moment  when  we 
leaftexptfted  it,  the  ground  would  give  way 
under  us ;  and  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
liow  much  we  muft  be  fatigued  and  put  out  of 
patience  by  fo  incommodious  a  march. 

To  this  another  inconvenience,  flill  more 
infupportable  and  difcouraging,  was  added.  I 
piean  that  of  the  faline  cryftallrzation,  which, 
as  it  lay  every  where  difperfed,  and' was  ftrucfc 
yppn  by  the  fervid  rays  of  the  fun,  fcorched 
us  by  its  burning  reverberation,  at  the  fame 
time  that  its  refledion  dazzled  m.  The  light 
duft  by  which  it  was  covered,  and  which 
formed  a  part  of  ir,  was  raifed  around  us  by 
the  fmalleft  breath  of  wind :  we  ourfelves 
alfo,  hy  thp  motion  neceflary  in  walking,  ^x- 
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icifed  thick  clouds  of  it,  which'  flew  into  our 
faces,  and  inflamed  our  eyes ;  and,  as  we  were 
obliged  to  infpire  it  in  breathing,  our  noflrils 
became  ulcerated  by  it.  Millions  of^  gnats 
could  not  have  been  more  intolerable.  Our 
lips  even  were  attacked  by  it,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  blood  ftarted  from  them 
when  we  made  the  leap:  effort  to  fpeak;  fo 
that  to  pronounce  a  fentence  was  next  to 
torture. 

To  efcape  this  fcourge,  I  made  preparations 
after  dinner  for  refuming  my  journey ;  but  a 
ftorm  that  came  on  fufpended  our  march,'  and 
obliged  us  to  pafs  the  night  near  the  lake. 

This  difappointment,  however,  was  attended 
with  fome' benefit  to  my  peopfe.  "  Neceflity,** 
(ays  a  French  poet,  **  is  the  mother  of  inven- 
•*  ticn.'*  In  the  journey  of  the  morning,  they 
tiad  fiifFered  extremely  from  the  heat  of  the 
■fun.  To  fccure  thcmfelves  from  it  in  future, 
they  converted  all  the  dried  (heep  and  antelopes* 
.  (kins  which  they  had  in  their  poflcffion  into 
round  hats ;  which,  being  drawn  down  over 
the  ears,  and  tied  with  thongs  under  the  chin, 
give  them  a  ridiculous  kind  of  refemblance  to 
the  Alfagi^ijs  in  the  neighbou|rhood  of  Straf- 

burgh. 
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burgh,  when  they  jgo  into  the  fields  to  Wee4 
their  pulfe  and  their  tobacco. 

The  acute  pains  which  I  experienced  in  my 
eyes  and  throat,  and  the^read  of  experiencing 
others  dill  more  dangerous,  induced  me  alfo 
to  ufe  fome  precautions.  It  was  not,  like  mj 
people,  to  flieltcr  my  head  ;  for  my  hat,  flap-^ 
ped  and  clofely  ftuck  round  with  oftrich  fea- 
thers, was  in  that  refped  a  fufBcient  defence ; 
but  I  wiflied  to  make  a  fcreen  to  preferve  my 
eyes  from  the  dazzling  reverberation  of  the  fun, 
and  that  might  ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  keep 
offthofe  clouds  of  cauftic  duft .  by '  which  mj 
face  was  ulcerated. 

With  this  view,  I  formed  of  wire  the  ikele* 
ton  of  a  fmall  umbrella,  which  I  covered  with 
a  handkerchief,  and  which,  being  fufficient|(y 
light  that  it  could  in  no  manner  fatigue  mc, 
.  became  exceedingly,  ufeful/  My  people  thought 
it  fa  ^opimodious,  that  they  all  wiflied  to  imi-» 
tate  it  I  ^nd,  changing  the  forpi  of  the  (kioa 
which  they  had  placed  upon  their  beads,  they 
transformed  thepi  into  umbrellas.  Thefe  ar-? 
tides  were  Awkwardly  made,  I  allow;  but 
they  had  thrir  advantage,  and  were  a  great 
tcfource  to  us  op,  our  journey. 
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Some  of  my  people,  however,  fell  upon  an 
invention  ftill  more  ridiculous.  They  affixed 
to  fome  poles  tne  large  ikin  of  a  bufFalo,  and 
carried  it  at)Ove  their  heads  in  the  form  of  a 

canopy.       

,  Th^  women  alone  fupported  with  courage 
pie  extreme  fatigue  of  fo  extraordmary  a  joufy 
ncy.^  jf^othing  could  ^ifcompofe  thci^  gooii 
humour,  l^eing  of  a  cheerful  difpofition,'  and 
always  (pbrtful^  they  indulged  in  pleafantty  at 
ihe  iexpence  of  the  men  and  jtheir  ridiculous 


appearance.  For  me,  I ,  wds  on  foot  like 
women,  and  braved  every  fatigue ;  both  that 
1  might  fpare  my  horfes,  and  not  hazariJ  liiy 
life. upon  animals  which,  frequently  flumbling 
and.failipg  oil  tkeir  knees,  woufd  iijfellibly 
have  broken  my  neck.  Under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumllances,  the  indefatigable  courage  of  the 
women  was  an  invaluable  advantage.  By 
exciting  their  £bame,  they  aded  as  a  fpu? 
on  the  indolence  and  backwardnefs  of  the  men^ 
who,  ignorant  of  the  particular  motives  of  my 
journey,  confidered  it  only  as  the  effeds  of  ex- 
travagant temerity. 

'.    In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  experiencecL 

BOtwithftanding  our  precautions  and  our  urn- 
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brellas,  an  increafe  of  pur  fufferings,  Owiri^ 
cither  to  the  adion  of  the  excefltve  heat,  or  to 
the  efFedt  of  the  climate  gr  the  faline  duft, 
we  were  feized  with  frequent  bleedings  at 
the  nofe  and  intolerable  pains  in  the  head. '" 

A  fever,  which  feemed  to.accompany  thefc 
fymptoms,  brought  on,  what  my  Hottentots 
had  never  experienced,  and  what  I  alfo  felt  for 
the  firft.  time,  a  confufion  of  fight,  .and  giddl^ 
nefs,  or  rather  a  real  delirium.,  .We  thought 
wc  faw  before  us  waggons,  towns  Or  Icraals! 
numerous  flocks,  and,  in  fhort,  a  thbufand 
diflferent  objeds,  which  changed  their  form 
and  produced  others,  in  proportion  as  we  ad* 
vanced. 

A  remarkable  circumftan?e,  which  filled 
Us  with  alarm,  and  made  us  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  our  fituation,  was,  rthat  none  of 
us  faw  the  fame  thing ;  and  that  what  to  one 
was  a  mountain  was  a  river  to  another.  Soon, 
however,  we  learned  to  miflruft  thefe  fan- 
taftical  vifions;  and,  being  aflured  by.  expe* 
rience  that  they  were  only  imaginary,  we  no 
longer  believed  in  their  reality. 

The  eflfeflt,  indeed,  Was  not  unremitted.  Ki 
ibmc  moments  it  entirely  ceafed,  and  permitted 
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our  eyct  to  fee  objeds  as  they  really  exifted. 
At  otherB,  on  the  contrary,, our  vifual, faculty^ 
yv2LS  fud<]enly  annihilated,  we  experienced  a 
temporary  lofs  of  fight,  and  for  fome  minutes 
remained  as  it  were  blind, ' 

All  thefe  contradidory  effeds,  which  de- 
ftroyed  eacK  other,  ,were  by  my  people  afcribed 
to  forcery.  For  my  part,  I  confidered  them 
as  occafioned  principally  by  the  adion  of  the 
fun ;  for,  though  it  was  upwards  of  feven  weeks 
fince  it  had  quitted  the  tropic,  and  conie* 
quently,  in  advancing  towards  the  equator,  it 
darted  upon  us  only  oblique  rays,  it  had  never- 
thelefs  fo  heated  the  earth,  and  the  atmofphere 
was  to  fcorching,  that  the  thermometer  re- 
mained conftantly  above  loo*. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe  of  our 
fufferings,  it  had  an  influence  on  my  conftitu- 
tion.  Since  that  period  1  have  been  fubjed  to 
hemorrhages  and  head-achs,  to  which  I  was 
before  a  ftranger,  and  with  which,  perhaps,  I 
{hall  be  occafionally  attacked  during  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life. 

Ihave  as  yet  faid  nothing  of  the  torment* 
ing  thirft  to  which  vve  were  condemned  dur^ 
ing  the  whole  journty.     We,  indeed,  found 

•  every 
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every  where  abundance  of  water,  left  by  fli^ 
h(irm  the  preceding  evening}  ii\k  die  eiarth 
whicli  it  Had  waQied  away  in  its  cburfe  made  it 
lb  fait  that  it  wai  uripbffiSIe  to  drink  it  My  cat- 
tle, however^  accuftomed  to  brackilh  fprings, 
did  hot  rejcGt  it :  which  was  a  lortunate  cir^ 
cumRance*  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  have 
iwallowed  fo  much  brine.  However,  to  bur 
exbreme  joy,  we  found  here  and  there  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks  fome  fmall  pools  foUnea 
by  the  fain,  the  water  of  which  was  drink-i 
able4 

On  the  third  day,  I  at  length  diflinguifliea 
the  plain  and  the  niouhtsuhs  which  had  beeii 
defcribed  to  me  oy  the  Sandal-bearers*  When 
I  make  ufe  of  the  word  plain,  the  reader  muA 
not  aiEx  to  it  the  ftri£t  meaning  which  it  has 
in  the  French  language.  In  Africa,  this  name 
IS  given  to  certain  fpaces  which,  furrouhded 
by  high  mountains,  prefent  only  rocks  and 
bills  of  much  lefs  fize,  by  which  they  are  in- 
tcrfe<aed. 

We  advanced  into  this  pretended  plain,  hav^ 
Ing  in  front  the  mountains  faid  to  be  the  re- 
treat of  the  Houzouanas.  They  were  only 
about  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant^  and  appeared 
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tome  to. extend  from  fouth  to  noi'th  farther 
than  the  eye  could  reach,  I  was  unwilling^, 
however^  to  entangle  myfelf  among  them  at 
hazard. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  waa  impoffible  for  me 
to  difpatch  fome  of  my  Hottentots  before,  ac- 
cording to  my  iifual  cuftom,  to  annbunce  my 
approach,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
HouzoUanas  for  my  arrival.  Had  I  made  fuch 
A  ptopofal  to  any  of  them,  they  would  have 
formally  refufed  me,  I  was  loth  even  to  put 
the  attachment  of  Klaas  to  fo  great  a  trial, 
whatever  readinefs  he  had  hitherto  fliewn  to 
obey  me.  In  this  embarraflment  I  could  de- 
pend only  on  myfelf,  and  wait  the  circum- 
Aances  that  might  arife  to  determine  my  con- 
dua. 

I  halted,  therefore,  and  ordered  my  encamp- 
ment to  be  formed,  in  hopes  that  I  fhould  dif- 
coVer,  during  the  night,  the  fires  lighted  by 
the  Houzouanas  in  their  nnK)untains.  Thefe 
fignals,  I  concluded,  would  point  out  to  'rod 
the  fpots  which  they  inhabited,  and,  by  dl- 
reSing  raiy  route,  prevent  me  from  lofing  my 
way.  It  was,  however,  neceflkry  that  I  fhould 
not  be  difcovered  by  them,  and  that  confe- 

Vol.  IIL  L  c^ucntl/ 
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quentljr  no  fires  fhould   be  kindled    in   my 
camp. 

But  this  meafure;  was  become  impradicable* 
On  my  arrival  I  had  feen  confiderable  herds  of 
zebras*  I  had  feen  alfo  other  herds,  ftill  more 
numerous,  of  the  fpecies  of  gnou,  already  men- 
tioned  ;  and  I  knew  that  fuch  a  number  of  wild 
quadrupeds  muft  neceflarily  attract '  beads  of 
prey.  How  then  could  I  run  the  rifk  of  .paff- 
ing  a  night  without  fires  in  a  ftrange  country, 
and  in  all  probability  infefted  by  lions .  and 
tigers  ? 

Abandoning,  therefore,  my  firft  defign,  I 
began  to  examine  the  neighbourhood,  making 
fome  of  my  people  alfo  patrole  around,  in  order 
to  be  aflured  that  there  were  no  enemies  near 
us.  I  then,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  gave  orders 
that  feveral  large  fires  fhould  be  kindled,  and 
that  they  fhpuld  be  Multiplied  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  difpofing  them,  however,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  might  enable  us  to  diflinguifh, 
at  a  diflance^  if  any  thing  dangerous  fhoiild  ap- 
pear. 

To  overawe  the  Houzouanas,  ip,  cafe  any 
of  them  fhould  accidentally  perceive  us,  I  or- 
dered a  general  difcharge  of  mufquetry  j  and! 

took 
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took  ^are  from  time  to  time  to  fire  feveral  fhots 
during  the  night« 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  I  obfcrved  at  a 
diftance  towards  the  fouth  a  very  large  fire, 
which,  by  its  extent,  appeared  to  be  a  confla- 
gration of  dry  grafs  on  the  fides  *of  the  moun- 
tains, and  much  nearer  before  us,  to  the  weft, 
three  others,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  fig- 
nals.  The  latter  feemed  to  announce  that  I 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  horde,  either 
of  the  Houzouanas  or  of  fome  other  nation ; 
and  I  confequently  refolved, ,  as  foon  as  day 
ihould  appear,  to  aidvance  towards. the  moun- 
tains. 

When  about  to  depart,  1  found  myfelf  once 
more  retarded  by  the  timidity  of  my  people, 
who,  being  again  feized  with  their  former  ter- 
ror, were  afraid  to  penetrate  farther.  When 
we  quitted  the  horde  of  the  Sandal-bearers,  the 
danger  had  appeared  only  at  a  diftance,  in 
perfpedlive,  and  they  had  braved  it ;  but  now^ 
when  they  beheld  it  near  and  magnified  by 
imagination,  it  entirely  damped  their  courage. 

My  patroles,  my  fires,  and  thofe  precau- 
tions for  our  fafety  which  I  had  thought  pro- 
per to  employ  during  the  night,  had  ferved 
L  2  only 
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onty  to  angnrcnt  thcfir  terrfciv  They  be* 
gan  to  apprehend,  that  I  wr(hed  to  advance 
even  beyond  the  country  of  the  ^ioozduanad. 
Tliey  accofed  Klaas  of  having  deceived  the 
wholp  company,  by  making ^hemlwlicve  that 
my  intention  tvas  to  return  to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River,  after  I  had  viiited  that  nation^ 
while  bll  my  preparations  feemed  to  announce 
plans  perfedly  the  reverfe ;  and  this  reafoa- 
ing  was  not  deftitute  of  probability,  as  I  had 
hitherto  faid  nothing  refpeding  the  ptoxi- 
mity  of  lAy  return.  "* 

Such  was  the  ftill  increafing  embarr^fflnieE]^ 
of  my  fituation.  The  great  number  of  perfons 
who  were  in  my  fuite,  their  lazinefs,  their 
pufillanimity,  and  theif  want  of  iUbordinationy 
were  continually  laifing  up  obftacles,  which 
flopped  my  progrefs,  and  thwarted  my  de- 
figns.  Several  times  had  I  already  formed  « 
refolution  to  difembarrafs  myfelf  from  them, 
and  to  continue  my  journey  with  Klaas  only, 
and  the  four  men  for  whofe  fidetity  he  had 
pledged  himfelf ;  and  I  again  found  myfelf 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  adopting  it* 

Before  I  proceeded,  however,  to  this  cjStr*- 
mity,  I  was  defirous'to  affufe  them  myfelf  of  my 

fpeed/ 
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if^edy  return^  and  thus  to  difcharge  the  pro-^ 
uxik  made  them  by  Klaas.  I  declared  then 
that,  after  having  viiited  the  Houzouanas  and 
traversed  their  mountains,  I  would  proceed 
back  by  the  fouth-weft,  which  I  pointed  out 
to  them,  either  to  the  fea  or  the  mouth  of 
Fiih-River ;  and  that  then,  advancing  up  its 
^outie  till  we  Ibund  a  ford  at  which  to  crofs 
k,  I  would  repair  to  my  camp  at  Orange-* 
River. 

Such  a  plan  was  calculated  to  excite  alarm^ 
by  the  long  winding  circuit  which  it  annouA^ 
^td.  But  it  calmed  the  (imple  perfooages  X 
had  to  deal  witlf,  who  had  no  idea  of  its  ex^ 
lent»  and  who,  accuftomed  to  fee  the  fun  rife 
and  kt  every  day  without  reHeding  on  bis 
progrefs,  and  without  thinking  of  to-morrow, 
knew  nothing  of'this  weftern  route,  and  faw 
in  it  only  the  means  oif  retiming.  ^ 

l^y  words,  indeed,  were  not  able  to  roufc 
their  deprefied  courage  ;  but  they  brought 
back  to  their  hearts  the  illufion  of  hope:  and 
k  was  my  bufinefs  to  take  advantage  of  their 
difpofition  to  accomplilh  my  views.  When 
I  gave  the.  fignal  for  our  departure,  every 
thing  was  in  motion  in  my  camp  as  ufual; 
L  3  but 
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but  no  one  Ihewed  that  ardour  of  obedience 
which  half  enfures  fuccefs.  My  people  fol- 
lowed me,  it  is  true,  and  this  is  all  1  can  fay ; 
but  I  forefaw,  from  the  flownefs  of  their  mo- 
tions, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prolong  the 
delufibn  I  had  created. . 

I  had  no  hopes  of  meeting  with  good  water, 
till  I  fhould  reach  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tains ;  ,but  my  people,  in  their  terror,  wan-» 
dered  fo  often  from  our  route,  in  order  to  gain 
time  and  retard  the  moment  of  our  arrival, 
that  they  happened  to  find  fome.  I  was  obli- 
ged, therefore,  to  halt  and  encamp  near -it, 
though  we  had  travelled  as  yet  only  four  leagues. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  the  lame 
fires  as  we  had  feen  the  evening  before;  and 
at  break  of  day  I  refolved  to  go  out  myfelf  on 
difcovery,  carrying  with,  me  a  few  prefents. 

On  this  occafion  I  did  not  take  even  Klaas 
along  with  me :  he  was  become  too  neceflary 
in  my  camp  ;  and  I  left  him  behind  me  that, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  he  might  keep  together  and 
encourage  my  people :  but  I  was  accompanied 
by  four  men  who  voluntarily  offered  their  fer- 
vices,  and  who,  like  myfelf,  were  completely 
armed. 

5    '  At 
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At  firft  I  direded  my  courfe,  as  much  as  tlie 
ravines  and  defiles  would  permit,  towards  the 
place  where  we  had  obferved  the  fires.  Having 
arrived  with  great  caution  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  I  found  it  neceflary  to  afcend  in  a 
northern  diredtion,  as  I  perceived  that  the 
windings  had  made  us  defcend  too  low. 

The  fpace  traverfed  by  thefe  circuitous 
marches  prefented  only  to  my  view,  roclcs 
piled  one  upon  anbther,  and  crowned  with 
peaks  ftill  more  elevated .  The  afpedi  of  them 
was  truly  hideous  ;  and,  but  for  fome  raifer- 
able  and  ftunted  fhrubs  which  heire  and  there 
difplayed  their  melancholy  vegetation,  I  fhould 
have  beheld  nothing  but  the  dreary  picture  of 
dead  and  inanimate  nature.  The  horror  of 
this  defert  was  ftill  increafed  by  the  filence 
which  prevailed  around.  ^  We  heard  only  at 
certain  diftances  the  fhrill  cry  of  fome  dama- 
antelopes,  and  the  difcordant  noife  of  birds  of 
prey,  with  which  the  ear  was  equally  dif- 
trefled. 

I  was  apprehenfive,  left  the  mlftake  which 
had  led  us  aftray  fhould  expofe  us  to  fome  dif^ 
agreeable  adventure :  by  the  happieft  chance^ 
however,    it  led  to  the   difcovery  of  what 

L  4  with 
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with  fo  much  eagemefs  and  uncertaintj  I  wai 
fearching  for. 

In  traverfing  the  defiles/  we  perceived  the 
frefli  traces  of  human  feet.  They  conduced 
us  towards  fome  rocks,  which  we  clambere4 
up  ;  pnd  we  found  there  warm  afties  and  a  few 
remains  of  coals  ftill  burnipg.  It  w^  evii- 
dent,  that  fires  had  been  kindled  there  during 
the  night ;  and  the  veftiges  ftili  fubfifting  an^ 
pounced  to^us,  that  the  country  was  inhabited| 
and  that  the  obje^  of  our  purfuit  pould  be  at 
po  great  diftaace. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  precautions  we  bad 
hitherto  taken,  this  difcovipry  induced  us  to 
flouble  Qi;r  attentior^.  In  fliort,  after  march* 
pg  fome  time,  we  arrived  at  a  rivulft  which 
iflued  from  thg  entrance  of  a  parrow  defile* 
On  its  banks  fome  cows  were  feedipg ;  an4 
at  the  diftance  pf  fpur  hundred  paces  farther 
towards  jth^   defile,  flood    a   certain   num-* 

ber  of  hilts,  the  habitatiops  of  Xhp  tipuf  ouat 

nas. 

At  the  moment  of  our  arrival,  none  pf  them 
were  abrpad  but  the  women^  who,  on  per? 
ceiving  us,  fent  forth  a  cry  of  alarm.  \Jp<^^ 
\lm  fignal^  thp  m^ncftmf  put  of  th?ir  huts, 

armr4 
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armed  with  bowd  and  arrows ;  and  the  whole 
troop,  entering  the  de&l^,  polled  themfetreft^ 
oo  a  fmall  eminence,  from  which  they  watch*- 
id  our  condudl  with  fteadinefs  and  aflurance^ 
in  order  to  determine  thereby  what  condu^ 
they  fhould  purine. 

At  .the  diAance  at  which  I  flood,  I  had  no 
hopes  of  making  them  hear  me  :  and,  befides, 
what  could  I  fay  to  people  with  whofe  lan« 
guage  I  was  totally  unacquainted  ?  I  refolved^ 
therefore,  to  employ  one  which  I  fbppofed 
they  might  comprehend  ;  and  I  made,  as  did 
jdfo  my  companions,  every  fign  of  friendlbip 
that  the  clrcumflances  of  the  moment  fug«^ 
gefted.  This  language,  however,  was  new 
to  them  :  they  feemed  riot  to  underiland  it ; 
and  I  found  rayfelf  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
trying  the  only  one  likely  to  be  intelligible,  I 
mean  that  of  prefents. 

I  advanced  then  towards  their  huts ;  but  I 
found  them  all  e,mpty,  except  one  in  which 
there  was  a  little  dog.  At  the  entrance  of 
>nother  lay  a  heap  of  reeds,  and  a  few  (harp-^ 
ened  bones,  deftined,  no  doubt,  for  making 
arrows.  Imitating  the  nwinner  of  thofe  who 
ftttratt   domeftic  animals  by  placing  before 

the«^ 
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them  fomc  dainty,  I  depofited,  near  the  reeds, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fome  glafs 
beads,  and  then  returned  to  my  former  ftation* 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  they  had  re«» 
moved  to  a  greater  diftance ;  but,  when  I  re- 
tired, they  again  drew  ncar^  and  at  length  came 
to  the  huts,  and  took  up  the  prefent  I  had  left 
there. 

The  attention  widi  which  they  examined 
it,  and  the  pleafurc  it  feemed  to  afford  them, 
led  me  to  believe  that,  after  thefe  preliminaries 
of  friendftiip,  I  might  venture  to  accoft  them. 
I  advanced  therefore  once  more,  followed  by 
my  company ;  but  they  retired  ia  the  fame 
manner  as  before. 

They  removed.  Indeed,  to  a  greater  diftance 
than  at  firft ;  bpt  I  remarked  that  they  feemed 
to  be  deliberating  together,  and  I  flattered 
mylelf  that  they  would  not  delay  to  enter 
into  a  conference  with  me.  I  thought  proper, 
therefore,  to  make  another  attempt ;  and  tak- 
ing a  new  prefent  of  tobacco  and  beads,  I  held 
it  up  to  them,  that  they  might  fee  it,  and-adi- 
vanced  towards  them  alone. 

This  mode  of  negotiation  fucceeded.  One 
of  the  men  left  his  companions,  and,  approach^ 

ing 
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ing  me,  flopped  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
paces  to  afk  who  I  was,  and  what  I  wanted* 
I  remarked  with  furprife,  that  this  man  was 
black,  while  the  reft  of  the  horde,  both  men 
and  women,  were  much  lefs  fb  than  even  the 
Hottentots.  But  what,  aftpniihed  me  ftill 
more  was  to  hear  him  addrefs  me  in  the  Hot- 
tentot language.  I  replied  in  the  fame  Ian-- 
^uage,  that  I  was  a  traveller  who  wiftied  to  be 
ncquainfed  with  the  coimtry  he  inhabited,  and 
was  defirous,  if  poffible,  to  find  friends  in  it. 

He  then  came  up  to  me ;  and  my  four  at- 
tendants, having  advanced  alfo,  were  as  much 
oftonifhed  as  I  was  to  fee  a  perfon  of 'their 
own  nation.  They  entered  into  converfation 
with  him,  afTured  him  of  the  truth  of  what 
I  had  faid,  and  gained  fo  entirely  his  cod£«- 
dence,  that  he  immediately  made  a  fign  to  hi^ 
companions  to  join  him.  ,     • 

The  women,  more  miflruftful  and  circum^ 
fpe<a,  remained  in  groups  near  the.  huts,  wait^ 
ing  for  the  refult  of  the  conference,  and 
watching  us  with  an  eye  of  curiofity.  The 
men  all  flocked  around  m.  I  diflitbuted 
among  them  the  tobacco  and  beads  which  T  had 
ihewn  them  j  and  thefe  wolves,  who  had  been 

painted 
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ptkttcd  ta  AM  d6  fo  ferocloitt,  fecmed  to  be  ti 
bannkfe  as  bmbsi, 

I  had»  however^  no  ibonef  renclarc4  tbcm 
tradable^  than  I  mm  oUigtd  to  leave  thenu 
BIf  march  bad  taken  up  a  gnat;  deal  of  my 
tune,  the  day  was  £ur  adysnced^  and  I  was- 
^l^t\»n(vrc  that,  if  I  rsmained  any  longar^ 
lis?f.ab£ence  ougfat  alarm  my  people;  or  that 
I  fheuld  expoie  myielf  to  the  hazard  of  lo5ng 
my  yisLj  during  the^  lught^  in  a  country  with 
which  I  was  totally  uaacquainted* 

I  totd  the  Houzouanas,  therefore,  that  -I 
would  return  next  morning,  and  encamp  oa 
the  Ittoks  of  their  rivulet  I  again  afiured 
idienH'  that  they  would  find  in  me  a  friend  ai« 
ways  ready  to  obHge  and  to  defend  them.  I 
engaged  that  they  ihould  experience  from  my 
people  neither  iofult  nor  injury ;  but  I  de« 
claimed,  at  the  fame  time,  that^  if  they  gave 
me  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint,  I  would  em- 
ploy againft  them  ail  my  refourcea,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  would  find  my  ftrength  far 
^perior  to  theirs* 

I  employed  the  Hottentot  as  an  interpreter 
to  communicate  to  them  thefe  fentiments{ 
Md  through ;tbe  fame  n^edium  I  received  4 

4  very 
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y€r)r  ra(is&&Qi7  anfwen  I  ohfcrved  thax  thi| 
ikiiiny  b^des  the  Hottentot  la^uage^  (po\ic 
alio  opacity  g^xxl  Dutch,  He  offered  rery 
readily  to  ferve  me  as  guide  to  my  catx^  10 
|>afs  *tbe  mgbx  tbete,  and  to  4:^turn  with  me 
loext  moTfiii^  to  the  horde.  He  "was  <nFer« 
joyed  to  fiiKi'<>ounti7{nefi  with  whom  he  could 
ooaverfe  in  his  maternal  tongue ;  and  I  wa$ 
cquidiy  glad  to  find  in  him  a  confidence  which 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  mine.  I  accepted  hia 
offer,  therefore,  with  gratitude,  and  we  imme« 
diately  iet  out. 

Mf  readers  will  not  doubt,  that  my  firft 
care  on  the  road  was  to  afk  him,  by  what  ad-^- 
venture  he  had  been  tranfplaated  among  the 
Houzouanas.  He  informed  me,  that  he  was  bora 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Camis,  and  bad 
lived  feveral  years  fubj?d  to  the  company  j  but 
that,  having  been  treated  in  various  inftances 
with  injuftice,  he  had  deferted  with  a  riegn> 
flave  belonging  to  the  fame  mafter,  and,  aftet^ 
wandering  about  for  a  long  time,  had  at  laft 
fought  an  afylum  and  protedion  among  theHou<* 
iouanas.  The.  negro  had  died  from  the  effc<ft 
i>f  a  poifoned  arrow,  by  which  he  was  wound* 
xduxa  ikirmijb  the  horde  had  been  engaged 

in 
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in  with  a  ftrange  tribe.*  Being  thus  depnired 
of  his  companion,  he  continued  to  live  wkh  hid 
proteftors,  and  by  his  courage  he  was  become 
in  a  manner  their  chief, 

I  excufed  his  defertion ;  it  appeared  to  me 
lawful  and  right  j  but  I  could  not  comprehend 
why  he  had  preferred  a  refidence  among  ban- 
ditti, whofe  profeffipn  was  robbery  and  mur- 
der. Having,  fomewhat  mildly,  reproached 
him  on  this  account,  he  addrcffed  me  as  fol* 
lows:  ^ 

*'  The  Houzouanas  are  by  no  means  what 
"  you  fuppofethem  to  be,  murderers  by  pro- 
**  feffion.  If  they  fometimes  fhed  blood,  it  h 
^*  not.  from  a  thirft  of  carnage,  but  to  make 
**  juft  reprifals  that  they  take  up  arms.  At- 
"  tacked  and  perfecuted  by  fuqrounding  na- 
"  tions,  they  have  found  themfelves  reduced  to 
*'  the  neceflity  of  flying  to  inacceflibie  places 
**  among  the  barren  mountains,  where  no 
**  other  people  could  exift. 

*'  If  they  find  antelo][)e8  and  damans  to  kill ; 
*^if  the  nymphs  of  ants  are  abundant ;  or  if 
*'  their  good  fortune  brings  them  plenty  of  lo- 
**  cufts,  they  remain  within  the  precindls  of 
"  their  rocks;  but,  if  the  provifion^  neccffary 
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**  to  fubfiftence  fail,  the  nations  in  their  neigh- 
•'  bourhood  muft  fuffer.  From  the  funjmits  of 
*'  their  mountains,  they  furvey^at  a  diftance  the 
•*  countries  around ;  and,  if  they  obferve  cat- 
•*  tie,  they  make  an  incurfion  to  carry  them  off, 
or  flaughter  them  upon  the  fpot,  according 
**  to  circumftances  ;  but  though  they  rob  they 
**  never  kill,  except  to  defend  their  lives,  or 
^*  by  way  of  retaliation  to  revenge  an  ancient 
**  injury.  , 

"Jt  happens  fometin)es,  however,  that  after 
very  fatiguing  expeditions  they  return  with- 
out booty ;  either  becaufe  the  obje<as  of  their 
attack  have  difappeared,  or  becaufe  they 
have  been  repulfed  and  beaten.  In  fuch  cafes, 
"  the  women, 'exafperated  by  hunger  and  the 
**  lamentation  of  their  children  cryijSigfor  food, 
•'  become  almoft  furious  with  paffion.  Re- 
**  proaches,  infult,  and  threats,  are  employed  ; 
^  they  wifli  to  feparate  from  fuch  daftardly 
**  men,  to  quit  hulbands  deftitute  of  courage, 
**  and  to  feek  others  who  will  be  more  anxious 
**  to  procure  provifion  for  them  and  their  thil* 
**  dren.  In  ihort,  having  exhaufted  whatever 
*^  rage  or  defpair  can  fuggeft,  they  puU  off 
**  their  fmall  apron  of  modefty,  and  beat  their 
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"  huibands  about  the  head  with  it  till  theif 
arms  arc  weary  of  the  exercWe.         '   • 
Of  all  the  afirocits  which  they  can  offer, 
"  this  is  the  mod  irifulting.     Unable  to  with-* 
^  ftand  it,  the  men  in  their  turn  become  fori- 
•*  0U8.     They  put  on  their  war- cap,  a  fort  of 
^  helmet  made  with  the  fkin  that  covers  the 
**  neck  of  the  hyaena,  the  long  hair  of  which 
**  forms  a  creft  that  floats  over  the  head,  and, 
*' fetting  out  like  madmen,  never  return,  till 
<*  they  have  fucceeded  in  carrying  off  fome 
•*  cattle. 

*'  When  they  come  back,  their  wives  go  to 
•*  meet  them,  and  extol  their  courage  amidft 
**  thefondeft  careffes.  In  a  word,  nothing  4s 
**  then  thought  of  but  mirth  and  jollity ;  and, 
**  till  fimilar  fcencs  are  recalled  by  fimilar  wants, 
•*  paft  evils  are  forgotten/' 

.  Such  was  the  fubftance  of  the  details  by 
which  my  guide  endeavoured  tojuflify  the 
conduft  of  the  Houzouanas — a  conduG  ren- 
dered ncceffary  by  want,  and  fufficiently  autho- 
rifcd  by  their  quaKty  of  favages.  With  our 
laws,  civilization,  manners,  and  the  prejudices 
we'lhence  imbibe,  weconfider  it  as  fomething 
monftrous  to  find,  in  the  favagcflate,  hordes 

of 
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of  free-bodters,  i^ho  gixt  themfclirci  up  to 
tondoual  rapiote,  to  war  and  its  concomitant 
dangers,  in  order  to  avoid  hunger  and  find  the 
means  of  appeafing  it.  But.  which  is,  in  re- 
ality, the  greatfeft  favage — he  who  has  lands  an  J 
flocks,  who  fixes  himfelf  to  one  fpot,  who  is 
Acquainted  with  barter  and  fuKfifts  by  the 
Ipradice  of  commerce ;  or  he  who  trulls  merely 
to  his  (hrength,  and  waits  for  the  moment  of 
need,  before  he  thinks  of  procuring  what  he 
may  have  bccafion  for?  Laws,  .civilization^ 
and  morals,  muft  undoubtedly  have  the  pre- 
,  fcrence ;  but  the  evils  which  ihey  often  bring 
in  their  train  infinitely  diminifh,  ih  my  eyes, 
the  misfortune  of  inhabiting  a  defert  and  of 
being  thereby  ignorant  of  them. 

When  my  Hottentot  arrived  at  the  camp, 
fiis  prefetice  occafioned  a  fort  of  ftupon  Had 
he  fedlcn  from  the  clouds,  he  could  not,  in  taf 
opinion,  have  produced  more  aftonifhmcnt. 
He  was  foon  furrounded  by  my  people,  each 
ivifhing  to  know  by  what  lingular  adventures 
he  had  got  to  fuch  a  diflance  from  his  native 
country*  So  highly  was  their  curiofity  excit- 
ed that  they  never  quitted  him  j  and,  after  they 
had  given  hioi  fome  refrefliment,  they  em- 
VoL.  IIL  M  ployed 
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\ployed  the  remainder  of  the  time  till  the  mo* 
ment  of  our  departure,  without  fuffering  him 
to  reft  durLog  the  night  even,  in  putting  quet 
tions  to  him  and  hearing  his  replies* 

Next  morning  I  proceeded,  as  I  had  announ* 
ced,  to  pitch  my  tent  on  the  banks  of  the  rivu- 
let.  In  my  way  thither^  I  ftill  obferved  tbat 
faline  fubftance  of  which  I  haye,  already 
fpoken;  but  on  the  mountain  it  no  longer 
cxifted,  and  I  could  difcover  no  traces  of  it. 

The  return  of  the  Hottentot  freed  the 
Houzouanas  from  their  fear  j  and  the  accounts 
which  he  gave ,  of  my  behaviour  infpired 
them  with  the  utmoft  confidence.  Scarcely 
had  1  arranged  my  camp^  when  they  all  came 
in  a  friendly  manner  to  vifit  me.  You  would 
have  fuppofed^that  we  had  been  long  united  by 
reciprocal  fentiments  of  fraternity  ;  but  it  wag 
not  thus  with  my  people.  The  name  Hou- 
zouana  had  ftruck  their  minds  with  fo  much 
dread,  their  prejudices  w^ere  fo  deeply  rooted, 
that  they  could  not  look  a;  them  without  a 
panic ;  and,  till  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
they  continued  to  behold  them  with  the  fame 
horror. 

'  What,  during  my  iirft  journey,  had  been  the 

fear 
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fear  they  entertained  of  the  CafireS)  fuch  in  my 
iecond  was  that  in(pired  by  the  Houslouanas  ; 
and  I  had  no  more  hope  of  curing  it  in  the 
prefcnt  than  in  the  former  inftance.  The  fa- 
vage,  furrouhded  by  enen:\ies  iand  dangers,  muft 
ncceflarily  be  miftruftful  and  fufpicious.  If, 
among  the  enemies  he  has  to  dread,  there  are 
fome  who  are  truly  formidable,  his  miftruft  is 
tonverred  into  terror.  The  name  alone  of  thefe 
will  make  him  tremble ;  he  gives  credit  to  the 

'  krioft  improbable  tales  and  the  moft  ridiculous 
fables  that  may  be  told  refpeding  them ;  and, 
being  thus  previoufly  fubjefted  by  his  timidity, 
he  becomes  an  eafy  conqueft.  The*  firft  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  is  fufficient  to  eftablifh  the 
empire  of  one  horde  over  all  the  reft.  Such 
lias  been  the  fortune  of  the  Houzouanas ;  their 
name  is  tranfmitted  with  terror  from  mouth  to 

'  mouth ;  their  renown  is  conveyed  from  dif- 
tri£t  to  diftridt,  even  to  the  Cape,  where 
the  moft  abfurd  relations  are  propagated  con- 
cerning them.  Their  wandering  life  gives 
to  thefe  relations  additional  credit ;  the  im- 
poffibility  of  knowing  them  doubles,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  other  favages,  their  real  ftrength  ; 
and  they  are  believed  to  be  numerous,  becaufe 
M  2  they 
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they  afe  feen  always  adive,  and  take  thdr  eoe^ 
inies  by  furprifc* 

Their  horde,  very  incoafiderable  of  itfelf, 
was  ftill  more  fo  at  this  time,  by  the  abfence  of 
a  part  of  thofe  who  compofed  it.  They  had 
gone  out,  as  they  term  it,  to  procure  provifion  ; 
^d  there  remained  in  t^e  kraal  twenty-fevea 
men  only,  fcvcn  women,  and  a  few  children. 
Thefe  waited  for  the  return  of  their  compa- 
nions, in  order  to  quit  their  eftablifhment,  and 
repair  in  a  body,  by  a  ,fouth-wcft  route,  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  Orange-Riven  Men^ 
whofe  mode  of  life  fubjeds  them  to  the  conti« 
nusJ  apprehenfion  of  being  attacked,  or  V9ho  are 
frequently  obliged  to  make  4^ft^i^  excurfions^ 
cannot  long  inhabit  the  fame  fpot.  It  was 
only  iu/the  courfc  of  their  palEng  it,  that  they 
had  fettled  near  the  rivulet;  and  it  was  a  for* 
tunate  circumftance  for  me  that  I  fell'  in  with 
them. 

The  Houzouanas  are  of  low  ftature  j  and 
a  perfon  five  feet  four  inches  in  height  is  ac- 
counted among  them  very  tall ;  but  in  their 
little  bodies,,  perfedly  well  proportioned,  are 
united,  with  furprifirig  llrength  and  Agility, 
a  certain  air  of  affurance,  boldnefs,  and  haugh- 

tinefs^ 
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dpeik,  which  awes  the  beholder,  ami  with  which 
I  was  greatly  pleafed.  Of  all  the  favage  races, 
I  have  feen  none  that  appeared  to  be  endowed 
with  fo  adliye  a  mind,  and  fo  hardy  a  conftitu* 
tion. 

Their  head,  though  it  exhibits  the  p^rincipal 
charaderiftics  of  that  of  the  Hottentot,  isr^  how- 
ever, rounder  towards  the  chin.  They  arc. 
alfo  not  fo  black  ia  complexion ;  but  have  the 
lead  colour  of  the  Malays,  diftinguifhed  at  the 
Gape  by  the  name  of  bouguinee.  Their  hair, 
more  woolly^  is  fo  fhort  that  I  imagined  at  firfl: 
their  heads  to  have  been  fhaved.  The  nofe  too 
is  dill  flatter  than  that  of  the  Hottentots ;  or, 
rather,  they  fcem  altogether  deftitute  of  a 
nofe ;  what  they  have  confiding  only  of  two 
broad  noftrils  which  projed  at  moft  but  five  or 
fix  linear  Accordingly,  mme  being  the  only 
one  in  the  company  formed  after  the  European 
manner,  I  appeared  in  their  eyes  as  a  being 
disfigurfed  by  nature.  They  could  not  be  re* 
conciled  to  this  difference,  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  a  monftrous  deformity ;  and,  during 
the  firft  days  of  my  refidence  among  them,  I 
faw  their  eyes  continually  fixed  on  my  conn- 
M  3  tenaiice, 
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tenance,  with  an  air  of  aftonifliment  truly 
laughable* 

From  this  coiiformation  of  the  nofe,  a  Hour 
zoqana,  when  feen  in  profile,  is  the  reyerfe  of 
handfome,  and  confiderably  refembles  an  ape. 
When  beheld  in  front,  he  pr^fen^s,  on  the  firft 
view,  an  extraordinary  appearance,  a$  half  the 
face  feems  to  be  fore-jhead.  The  featyres, 
however,  are  fo  expreffive,  and  the  c?yes  fo 
krge  and  lively,  that,  notwithftanding  thi$ 
lingularlty  of  look,  the  countenance  is  tole- 
rably agreeable^ 

As  the  heat  of  the  climate  in  which  he  Uvea 
:rendprs  clothing  unpeceflary,  he  continues 
during  the  whole  year  alrnqfl:  entirely  naked, 
haying  no  other  covering  than  a  very  fmall 
jackal- Ikin  fafteried  round  his  loins  by  two 
thongs,  the  extremities. of  whiph  hang  down  to 
his  knees.  Hardened  by  this  conftant  habit  of 
nakednefs,  he  becomes  fp  infenfible  to  the  va- 
riations of  the  atmofphere,  that,  when  he  ret- 
moves  from  the  burning  faqds  of  the  level 
country  to  the  fnow  and  hoar-froft  of  his 
piountains,  he  feems  indifferent  tp  find  not 
eyen  to  fj?4  the  cold* 

His 
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His  hut  in  no- wife  refembles  that  of  the 
Hottentot.  It  appears  as  if  cut  vertically  ^ 
through  the  middle  j  fo  that  the  hut  of  a  Hot- 
tentot would  make  two  of  thofe  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  Daring  their  emigrations,  they  leave 
them  ftanding^  in  order  that,  if  any  other  horde 
of  the  fame  nation  pafs  that  w4y,  they  may 
make  ufe  of  them.  When  on  a  journey,  they 
have  nothing  to  repofe  on  but  a  mat  fufpended 
from  two  fticks,  and  placed  in  an  inclined 
pofition.  They  often  even  ileep  on  the  bare 
ground.  A  projeding  rock  is  then  fufficient 
to  fhelter  them  ;  for  every  thing  is  fuited  to  a 
people  whofe  conftitutions  are  proof  againft 
the  fevered  fatigue.  If,  however,  they  ftop 
any  where  td  fojourn  for  a  while,  and  find 
materials  proper  for  conftruding  huts,  they 
then  form  a  kraal ;  but  they  abandon  it  on 
their  departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  ajl  the  huts 
which  they  ered. 

This  cuftom  of  labouring  for  others  of  their 
tribe  announces  a  focial  character  and  a  bene- 
volent difpofition.  They  are,  indeed,  not  only 
affedionate  hufbands  and  good  fathers,  but 
CKcellfent  companions.  When  they  inhabit 
M  4  a  kraal, 
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a  la;aal|  there  is  no  fuch  thtcig  among  them  as 
private  property  j  whatever  they  poffeft;  is  in 
commop.  If  two  hordes  of  the  fame  nation 
meet,  the  reception  is  on  both  fides  friendly  ; 
they  aSbrd  each  other  mutual  protedicm,  and 
confer  reciprocal  obligations.  In  fiiort^  they 
treat  one  another  as  brethren,  though  perhaps 
they  are  perfed  fbrangcrs,  and  have  never  feeii 
each  other  before* 

AQirc  and  nimble  by  nature,  tfee  Hou* 
^oua)>a  coniiders  it  as  amufeteent  to  climb 
mountains  and  the  moft  elevated  peaks ;  an4 
their  ftill  in  this  refjpefl:  was  very  advan* 
tageous  to  me.     The  rivulet  near  which  I 
encamped  had  a  coppery  tafle  and  a  naufeous 
fmell,  which  rendered  it  impoflible  for  me  to 
drink  the  water*     My  cattle,  accuftomed  to 
the  bad  water  of  the  country,  were  fatisfied 
with  it :  but  I  was  afraid  that  it  might  injure 
my  people ;  and  I  would,  on  that  account,  not 
permit  them  to  ufe  it.     The  Houzouanas  had 
po  milk  to  give  me,  as  they  poffeffed  only 
a  few  wretched  cows  which  they  had  plun- 
dered.    Having  afked  them  if  they  knew  of 
i^Py  gpod  fprin^  in  the  neighbourhood,  to 

which 
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^ick  I  cqbW  lefid  my  company  to  procure  a 
ftipply  of  water,  they  fet  out  themfelves  in  an 
iftftatrt,  widiout  making  me  a  reply,  clambered 
up  their  mountains,  and  in  lets  than  two  hours 
brought  back  aU  my  leather  bottles  and  vtffdk 
fwil  of  excellent  water. 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  refidence  on 

»  the  rivulet,  they  rendered  me  the  fame  fenrice, 

I  vaASoftnlj  difpkying  the  fame  zeal  and  the  fame 

I  readinefs.     One  of  thefe  expeditions  would 

have  employed  my  Hottentots  a  whole  day* 

When  on  a  journey,  fcarcity  of  water  gives 
them  no  uneafinefs,  even  in  the  middle  of  a 
defert.     By  a  particular  art  they  can  difcovcr 
water  that. is  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth ;  and  their  inftirid,  in  this  point,  is  even 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  other  Africans.     Ani- 
mals, in  like  cafes  of  diftrefs,  find  water  alfo ; 
but  it  is  only  by  the  fmell.     There  muft  be  a 
current  of  air  to  convey  to  them  the  exhalation 
which  rifes  from  it ;  and  confequently  they 
muft  be  to  the  windward.     While  I  refided  in 
the  defert,  during  my  firft  journey,  my  favages 
had  fhown  more  than  once  the  fame  faculty  ; 
and  I  inyfelf  acquired  it  alfo  from  their  in* 
(trui^pn,  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  narrative^ 

The 
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The  Houzouana,  more  expert,  emploTs  only 
Ms  fight.  He  throws,  hiinfelf  ibt  ^n  thcf 
ground,  takes  a  diflant  view,  and,  if  the  fpace , 
tvhich  he  traverfes  with  his  eye  coo^eals  any 
fiibterraaean  %ring^  he  rifes  and  points  with 
his  finger  to  the  fpot  where  it  is  to  be  found. 
The  only  thing  by  which  he  difcovers  it  is 
that  ethereal  and  fubtile  exhalation  which  eva- 
porates from  every  current  of  water,  when  not 
funk  to  too  great  a  depth. 

With  regard  to  pools  and  other  €olle<aions 
formed  by  the  rain,  as  their  evaporation  is 
more  fenfibje,  they  are  difcoverable  even  when 
hid  by  am  jerpinence  or  a  hill  j  and  the  vapour 
of  ftrcams,  fuch  as  rivers  or  rivulets,  being  ftiU 
more  aburidant,  is  fa  diftindtly  marked  by  it, 
that  their  courfe  and  even  all  the^r.finuofities 
iijay  be  traced. 

I  endeavoured  to  learn  this  art  of  the  Hog- 
ZouanaSy  during  the  time  I  refided  amongft 
them.  I  followed  their  e:?^mple,  and  prataifed 
their  leflbns ;  and  was  at  length  able  to  make 
fimilar  difcpveries,  and  with  as  much  certainty. 
My  talent,  however,  was  far  frorn  being  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  theirs ;  for,  owing  either  to  the  na- 
tural weaknefs  of  my  fight  or  the  want  of  ex-; 

perience^ 
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piWriencc,  I  could  diftinguifh  water  at  no  greater 
/diftance  than  three  hundred  paces,  while  the7/ 
cpuld  perceive  it  at  a  dift^uce  much  njore  cozx-' 
fiderable. 

The  only  arms  of  the  Houzouanaft  arc  bows' 
and  arrows.     The   arrows,   which  ar?  very 
ihort,  are  carried  on  the  flioi^Ider  in  a  quiver,  - 
about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  four  in 
diameter,  made  of  the  bark  of  the  aloe,  and  co* : 
,vered  with  the  Ikin  of  a  large  fpecies  of  lizard^ . 
which  thcfc  wanderers  find  in  all  their  rivers, 
particularly  on  the  banks  of  Orange  and  FifJjL-^. 
River, 

Obliged  to  maintain  a  numerous  troop,  an4  . 
being  defirous  that  the  whole  horde  fhould 
participate  in  my  game,  of  which  I  procured 
abundance,  I  went  Qut  daily  to  the  chac^e,  al- 
ways accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  the 
Houjtouan^s.  If  I  hunted  in  the  mountains, 
I  plimbed  the  rocks  with  them.  In  the  plain  I 
ufed  one  of  my  horfps ;  but,  whether  they  fol- 
lowed me  pr  were  employed  in  driving  towards 
me  the  zebras  and  aptelopes,  they  ihow^d 
themfelves  indefatigable;  and,  however  faft 
I  rode,  1  ?lw^ys  foi;nd  them  keep  pace  with 

M7 
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My  pcopte,  pFejudic€4=  againft  this  nation, 
¥;tere  filled*  wkhr  a^rm  whenever  they  faw  me 
dius  occupied*  Every  report  of  my  gua  made 
them  tremble.  They  continually  imagined 
thzl  the  Houzouanas  were  in  the  a<l  of  affaf^ 
finatmg  me,  and  that  they  ihould  afterwards 
C2Cperience  themftlives  the  fame  &te ;  and  they 
©ever  beheld  me  return  to  my  camp  without 
teftifying  their  joy,  confidering  me  as  a  man 
cfcaped  from  dea;th« 
.  For  rayfelf,  being  daily  employed  in  render- 
ing tkem  fei^ices^  and  feeing  thefe  favages^  on 
their  part,  ever  ready  to  oblige  me,  I  laughed 
at  fuch  vain  terrors.  In  my  way  of  judging, 
I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  a  people  who 
gained  fo  much  by  my  prefence,  and  who 
woukt,  confequently,  have  been  confiderable 
lofers  by  my  death. 

During  the  long  excurfions  which  we  made 
together,  they  in  no  inftance  belied  their  cha- 
radter.  In  many  refpeds  they  appeared  to 
refemble  the  Arabs,  who,  being  alfo  wander- 
crs,  and  like  them  brave  and  addiSed  to  ra- 
pine, adhere  with  unalterable  fidelity  to  their 
engagements,  and  defend,  even  to  the  laft  drop 
9f  their  blood,  the  traveller  who  civilly  pur- 
chafes 
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chafes  their  fervices,  and  puts  himfelf  under 
their  protedion. 

If  my  plan  of  traverfing  from  fouth  to  north 
the  whole  of  Africa  was  at  all  prafticable,  I 
repeat  h,  it  could  have  been  accompliihed  only 
with  the  Houzouanas.  I  am  convinced  thtt 
fifty  men  of  this  temperate,  brave,  and  inde- 
fatigable nation  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
enable  me  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  and  I 
(hall  always  regret  that  I  becam^  acquainted 
with  them  too  late  for  the  trial,  and  at  a  period 
when  numberlefs  misfortunes  had  compelled 
me,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  renounce  the  idea. 

With  whatever  confidence,  however,  their 
fidelity  had  infpired  me,  I  did  not  negled  tl^ 
precautions  di£tated  by  prudence.  I  never 
trufted  myfelf  with  them  beyond  the  precind^ 
of  my  camp,  unlefs  when  well  armed.  I  will 
even  confefs  that,  ajt  firft,  I  made  my  people 
keep  watch ;  that  I  had  conftantly  a  dog  in 
my  tent  during  the  night ;  and  that  my  firc- 
artns  were  always  well  loaded.  But  at  the 
fame  time  I  mufl  alfo  acknowledge  that,  in 
taking,  thefe  precautions,  I  had  not  fo  qciuch 
in  view  the  Houzouanas  of  the  horde,  as  the 
reft  of  their  nation,  who,  not  being  acquainted, 

and 
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md  having  confradied  no  alliance  wiiK  m€f 
might  difcover  my  fires,  and  think  themfelvds 
authorifcd  to  take  me  by  furprife,  and  attack 
me  in  the  night,  after  the  manner  of  thofefred* 
booters  knOvvn  in  general  by  the  name  of 
Boflimen. 

My  adventures  have  given  me  already  niany 
opportunities  of  fpeaking  of  thefe  Boflimen. 
I  have  before  faid,  that  the  people  at  the  Cape 
'comprehend  under  this  general  appellation 
every  man,  of  whatever  nation  or  colour,  wh(5, 
deferting,  retires  to  the  forefts  or  the  mouri- 
tains,  there  to  aflbeiate  with  other  fugitives, 
live  with  them  under  fuch  laws  as  a  band  of 
"robbers  may  be  fuppofed  to  form,  and  fubfift 
by  *  rapine,  without  even  fparing  fimilaf  aflb- 
ciations  of  his  fellows  and  equals. 

The  Houzouanas,  being  known  only  hf 
their  incurfions  and  plundering,  are.  in  the  co- 
lonies often/ confounded  with  the  Boflimen, 
and  diftinguiflied  by  the  fame  appellation. 
Sometimes,  however,  from  their  tawny  co- 
lour, they  are  called  Chinefe  Hottentots  j  and, 
by  means  of  this  double  denomination,  ill-in- 
formed travellers  may  eafily  be  led  into  an 
error,  of  which  the  confequencc  muft  be,  that 
5  their 
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^xtvv  narrallYcswill  be  replete  wkh  iaibliiditj 
and  jEilfehoods* 

Their  real  name,  and  the  only  bne  "wHich  . 
they  give  themfelves,  is  that  of  Houzotuna  j 
and  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  di^ 
£oihmen^  who  are  not  a  diAindl  people,  but  A 
mere  colteiflion  of  fugitives  and  free-fcooters. 
The  Houzouanas  form  no  alliances  biat  iamoog 
themfelves*  Being  almoft  always  at  war  wiA 
-the  furrounding  nations,  they  never  mix  with 
^hem ;  and,  if  they  confent  at  any  time  toad** 
mit  a  flranger  into  their  hordes,  it  is  only  aftejr 
a  long  acquaintance,  a  fort  of  appcenticeflaip, 
•during  which  lie  had  given  proofs  erf iiis  &de^ 
lity,  and  eftaWiflied  his  courage.  The  Hoti- 
•tentot  whomi  I  found  there  had  fubmitted  tQ 
.this  tidal,  arid  from  the  manner  in  which  h^ 
iiad  acquitted  himfeUf  wii§  held  in  the  hi^efl: 
^imatioa. 

Though  the  Houzouanas  are  wanderers  i^ 
dieir  country,  and  fpend  the  greater  part  of  th^ 
.year  in  emigrations  and  diftant  excurfions, 
diey  inhabit  an  immenfe  diftrid,  of  whiqh,i0». 
deed,  they  are  almofl  the  fole  inhabitants^  and 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  nation  would 
iiCAbk  la  expel  them. .   It  forms  that  part  of 

Afris» 
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Africa  ixiuch,  in  a  dtnedtion  from  eaft  to  Wed^ 
extends  from  'Cafliaria  to  the  country  of  tkd 
Greater  Nimiquaa.  Widi  regard  to  its  breadth^ 
from  fbuth  to  north,  I  am  Ignoratit  of  ks  ex* 
cent ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  very  confideraUe ; 
not  only.becaufe  an  immenfe  l:erritor7  is  ne* 
ceflary  to  fo  wandering  a  people^  but  alfo  be* 
caufe  I  have  reafbn  to  think  the  individiiials  of 
iSbis  nation  to  be  very  numerous. 

It  is  fiippoied  at  the  Cape  that  tbeir  popu-^ 
lation  is  fmall ;  and  the  reafon  of  this  opinion 
is,  that  when  they  emigrate  to  the  weftcrft 
coafts,  whether  for  the  purpofe  c^  fubfifting 
there  for  a  time  ortophinder^  they  ore  never 
ieen  in  krge  bodies*  But  with  tJhefe  people 
this  is  only  a  ftratogem.  Afraid  of  being 
attacked^  were  their  number  known,  they  con^ 
ceal  their  march  as  much  at  poflible.  They 
purfue  their  courfe  through  the  natroweft  de^ 
files,  or  over  the  tops  of  motintains ;  and  fre- 
qwntly  even  they  travel  only  by  night*  Tlii« 
caufes  them  to  be  the  more  dreaded  $  and  it  i& 
pften  imagined  that  they  are  aheady  4n  th«r 
tieighbourhood,  when  they  are  a  hundred  or 
perhaps  two  hundred  leagues  diftant* 

I  am  inclined  to  believ^e  that  the  Hoti20Q« 
7  ana* 
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ftOaA  are  the  original  (lem  of  the  various  na* 
lions  inhabiting  at  prefent  the  fouthern  part 
of  Africa,  and  that  from  them  all  the  fribes  of 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  Hottentots  are  de- 
fcended.  Proofs  of  this,  I  think,  may  be  per- 
ceived in  their  features^  and  in  that  clapping 
noife  of  the  tongue  when  they  fpcak,  which 
in  them  is  much  more  ftriking. 

Thefe,  however,  are  vague  conclufions,  in-  ■ 
fufficient  to  eftablifh  the  hOt  in  queftion,  which 
tequires  more  decifive  teitimonies.  The  peo- 
ple themfelvcs  know  nothing  of  their  origin. 
In  vain  did  I  fevcral  times  interrogate  them 
on  the  fubjedl ;  they  always  replied  that  they 
inhabited  the  fame  country  which  had  beea 
inhabited  by  their  anceftbrs ;  and  this  was  all 
the  fatisfadion  I  could  obtain.  It  was  not  till 
my  return  to  the  Cape  that  I  received  any  in*- 
formation  concerning  them,  which  was  from 
a  few  old  planters  refiding  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  colony  ;  and  though  I  confider  their  ac- 
counts only  as  ancient  traditions,  the  veracity 
of  which  I  dare  not  warrant,  I  fhall  here  lay 
them  before  my  readers. 

When  the  Europeans  came  to  eftablifh  thcm- 
fclves  at  the  Cape,  the  Houzouanas,  they  faid. 

Vol,  IIL  N  in- 
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inhabkcd  the  country  of  Camdebo,  the  fnowy 
mountains^  and  the  diftrtdt  that  feparates  thefe 
xnountams  from  Cafiraria.  Become  neigh* 
bours  to  the  colony,  in  eonfequence  of  its 
extending  itfelf  towards  thero,  they  at  firft 
lived  on  peateable  terms  with  the  planters ; 
and,  as  they  difplayed  more  inteSigence  and 
greater  adivity  than  the  Hottentots,  they  werb 
even  employed  in  preference  to  afiift  in  cul- 
tivating the  knd  and  in  fcrmkig  the  fettlc- 
ment.  Thi^  good  mnderftanding  and  barhiony 
were,  however,  foon  interrupted  by  that  mulr 
titude  of  lawlefs  banditti  fent  from  HoUand  to 
people  the  country. 

Thefe  wortWefs  profligates  wi(hed  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  land  without  the  trouble  of 
tilling  it.  Educated,  befides,  with  all  the  pre- 
judices of  the  whites^  they  imagined  that  men 
of  a  different  colour  were  born  only  to  be.  their 
flaves.  They  accordingly  fubjeded  them  to 
bondage,  condemned  them  to  the  mod  la«- 
borious  fervices,  and  repaid  thefe  fervicc^  with 
harfh  and  fevere  treatment  The  Houzouanas, 
incenfed  at  fuch  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  con- 
dud,  refufed  any  longer  to  work  for  them,  arid 
retired  to  the  defiles  of  their  mountains.     The 

planters 
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Jplanters  took  up  arms  and  purfued  them ;  thqy 
tnaiTacred  them  without  pity,  and  feized  on 
their  cattle  and  their  country*  Thofe  who 
efcaped  their  atrocities  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  removed  to  the  land  which  they 
now  occupy ;  but,  on  quitting  their  former 
poflcflions,  they  fwore,  in  then:  own  name  and 
that  of  their  poftcrity,  to  exterminate  thefe 
European  monfters,  to  be  revenged  againft. 
whom  they  had  fo  many  incitements.  And 
thus,  if  tradition  be  true,  was  a  peaceful  and 
induftrious  nation  rendered  warlike,  vindi^ve, 
and  ferocious* 

This  hatred,  fo  juft  in  its  principle,  has  been 
perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation, 
though  the  Houzouanas  of  the  prefent  day  arc 
Ignorant  of  the  original  caufe  of  it.  Bred  up 
with  an  invincible  averfion  to  the  planters, 
they  know  only  that  they  are  animated  to 
plunder  and  deftroy  them  j  but  it  is  only  by  a 
Vague  fentiment  of  deteftation,  with  the  fource 
of  which  they  arc  unacquainted;  and  which 
happily,  in  rendering  them  cruel  towards  the 
planters,  does  not  prevent  them,  from  being 
good,  kind,  and  humaxie,  towards  each  othen 

What  I  have  faid  refpeding  the  moral  and 
N  a  '  phy- 
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phyfical  qualities  of  the  Houzouanas  proves,  itt 
my  opinion,  that  at  prefent  they  form  a  diftiri£fc 
nation  ;  but  what  fingularly  excited  my  afto- 
niflinicnt  was  the  enormous  natural  rump  of 
the  women,  which,  like  the  artificial  onea 
adapted  feme  y.ears  ago  by  the  French  ladies, 
diftinguilhes  them  from  every  other  people, 
favage  or  pollfhed,  I  liave  ever  known* 

I  have  feveral  time?^  in  my  former  travels, 
bad  ocCafion  to  rematk,  that,  among  the  fe- 
male HottenrfitR  in  general,  as  they  advance  in 
age,  the  inferior  part  of  the  back  fwells  our, 
and  acquires  a  fize  which  greatly  exceeds  the 
proportion  it  bore  in  infancy  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  body.  The  Houzouana' women, 
having  in  their  figure  fome  refemblance  to  the 
Hottentots,  and  appearing,  therefore,  to  be  of 
the  fame  race,  one  might  be  induced  to  believe 
that  their  projecSliQU  behind-  is  only  the  Hot- 
tentot rump  mor^  fwelled  and  extended.  I 
obferved,  however,  that  among  the  former  this 
fingulafity  was  an  excrefcence  of  flow  growth, 
and  in  fome  meafure  an  infirmity  of  x>ld  age; 
whereas  an^cng  the  latter  it  is  a  natural 
deformity,  an  original  charafteriftic  of  their 
race. 

Reflea- 
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'Reflecting  on  the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon, 
!  afcribed  it  at  firft  to  an  extraordinary  curva- 
ture of  the  fpine,  or  to  a  prominence  of  the 
lower  vertebrae  and  os  facrum,  which,  projeft- 
ing  forwards,  rendered  that  part  more  protube- 
rant, and  threw  the  haunches  out  of  their  ufual 
pofition ;  but  very  decifive  obfervations  foon 
4:onvinced  me  of  the  contrary.  The  bones 
which  form  the  Ikelcton  of  the  reins  were  in 
their  natural  (ituation ;  none  of  the  vertebrae 
yFcre  deranged ;  and  this  extended  rump  is 
only  a  fat  and  fleftij  mafs,  which,  upon  every 
movement  of  the  body,  exhibits  a  mod  re- 
markable quivering  and  undulation. 
*  I  faw  a  girl,  three  years  old,  entirely  naked, 
•as  indeed  are^l  the  children  of  the  favages  at 
that  age,  playing  and  jumping  before  me  for 
feveral  hour^,  I  at  firft  pitied  her  condition, 
in  being  loaded  with  fo  cumbrous  a  burden, 
which  I  thought  muft  obftru6l  her  movements ; 
but  I  did  not  perceive  that,  on  this  account,  (he 
was  the  lefe  at  her  eafe,  or  at  all  reftridted  in 
her  freedom*  In  amufing  herfelf  with  a  young 
brother,  ihe  would  fometimes  walk  along  as  if 
^e  had  been  counting  her  fteps ;  then  fuddenly 
(lopping,  and  ftamping  her  foot  againft  the 
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ground,  would  give  a  fliock  to  her  body,  which 
made  her  pofteriors  quiver  like  a  lump  of  fhak- 
ing  jelly.  The  litde  urchin  would  endeavour  to 
imitate  her ;  but  not  being  able,  as  he  had  not 
the  fame  configuration  behind,  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  females,  he  would  burft  into*  a 
paflion,  while  his  fitter  laughed  heartily  at  his 
difappointment 

The  Houzousina  mothers  wear  on  their 
reins,  like  our  miners,  a  fkin  which  covers 
this  protuberance  of  the  pofteriors;  but  which, 
being  thin  and  pliable,  yields  to  the  quivering 
of  the  flelh,  and  becomes  agitated  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  on  a  journey,  or  when  they 
have  children  too  young  to  follow  them,  they 
place  them  upon  their  rump.  I  faw  one  of 
thefe  women  run  in  this  manner  with  a  child, 
about  three  years  of  age,  that  flood  eredl  on 
its  feet  at  her  back,  like  a  foot- boy  behind  a 
carriage. 

With  this  monftrous  deformity,  who  would 
believe  that  the  Houzouana  women  have  a  hand 
and  foot  remarkably  delicate;  that  their  arms  are 
beautifully  formed ;  and  that  thefe  parts  of  their 
fcody  are  abfolutely  perfed  ?  Obliged  to  follow 
their  hulbands  in  their  long  excurfions,  they 
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wear^Hke  them^  fanidals ;  like  thenii  have  their 
heads  covered  ivith  a  cap  formed  of  the  fkia 
of  a  jackal ;  and,  Uke  them  alfo,  go  alcaofl  en- 
tirely naked,  wearing  before  only  a  very  fmall 
apron  of  modefty,  and  oa  their  loins  the  piece 
orieather  of  which  i  have  before  fpoken.  At 
their  fide  is  a  box  made  of  wood,  ivory,  or 
tortoife-fhdn,  to  hold  the  greafe  with  which 
they  baugbou  and  befmear  themfelveS)  and 
the  tail  of  fome  ^oadruped^  £xed  to  the  end 
of  a  ftick,  with  which  they  wipe  their  body 
and  face  when  they  perfpire.  They  have  no 
beads  tkot  any  ornament  whatever,  unlefs  wc 
confider  as  ornaments  garters  and  bracelets  cf 
raw  leather. 

As  a  fondnels  for  dreis  and  a  defire  of  plea- 
iing  are,  however,  natural  to  the  fex,  the 
Houzouana  women  no  foooer  faw  the  beads 
and  toys  with  which  thofe  in  my  troop  were 
ornamented  than  <hey  cxprefled  a  defire  to 
have  fome  alfo*  I  diftributed,  therefore,  a  few 
to  each  of  them ;  and  from  that  moment  they 
never  ceafed  to  wear  them,  and  with  much 
apparent  fatbfadion. 

I  have  faid  that  they  boughou  and  befmeii" 
themtfclves  with  greafe.     This  cuftom  is  com- 
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mon  to  the  men  as  well  as  to  the  wometi*. 
Like  the  wreftlers  and  pugilifts  of  antiquity, 
they  think  it  neceffary  to  preferve  the  pliability 
of  their  limbs.  For  this  operation,  they  em* 
ploy  the  fat  of  fuch  animals  as  they  kill  in  the 
chace ;  and  if  that  fail  them,  they  have  recourfc 
to  the  oil  M^hich  exudes  from  the  nymphs  of 
ants  when  they  broil  them  for  nourifliment,And 
which  they  coUeft  and  preferve  for  the  pur-r 
pofe.  Their  bodies,  when  anointed  with  this 
oil,  have  a  very  ftrong  fmell;  but  it  is  not  dif» 
agreeable. 

On  the  third  day  of  my  encampment  nev 
the  horde,  five  men  and  two  women  arrivedf 
from  an  excurfion,  bringing  with  them  two  livp 
lh6ep.  The  fruits  of  their  depredations  had 
confided  of  three  of  thefe  animals ;  but  the 
third  efeaped  by  the  way  and  was  loft. 

They  were  driving  the  fheep  before  them» 
when,  on  approaching  the  kraal,  they  fuddenly 
perceived  my  camp.  The  fight  of  fp  many 
ftrangers,  of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge, 
alarmed  them.  They  inftantly  abandoned 
their  booty,  and  retired  with  precipitation; 
but,  feeing  their  companions  in  a  ftate  of  fafety, 
wh^h  feemed  to  announce  th^t  w^  were  on 
o  goo4 
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;goo(J  terms  with  each  other,  they  again  advan-. 
{:ed,  and  in  Itk  than  aa  hour  were  as  familiar 
a^  the  reft. 

As  1  intended  to  make  an  excurfion  towardi 
the  north  north-weft,  for  the  purpofe  of  diC? 
povering  rare  birds  cr  new  hordes,  I  commu- 
jiicated  my  defign  to  the  Houzouanas,  who 
readily  offered  to  accompany  me,  but  confeffed 
jit  the  fame  time  that,  having  never  pene-' 
trated  far  iijto  that  part  of  the  country,  thpy 
could  give  me  no  information  refpeding  it* 

Being  ignorant  tvhat  time  tliis  cxcurfioa 
might  require,  and  with  what  difiicukies  it 
might  be  attended,  I  thought  it  prudent  that 
(bme  of  my  own  people  fliould  be  of  the  party* 
The  journey,  however,  was  ejctreoxcly  fa^- 
^gwi^^gj  and  unproduiiive  of  the  fmalleft  dif^ 
covery. 

On  my  return,  the  Houzouanas  propofed 
another  in  the  oppofite  quarter.  To  accom* 
-  plifh  this'fecond  excurfion,  it  would  be  nc^ 
ceffary  to  traverfe  the  mountains  for  three 
whole  days,  after  which  I  Ihould  find  nations 
with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  and  who  were 
of  the  Kabobiqua  race ;  but  I  muft  have  left 
p>y  horfts  jind  cattle  behind  me,  as  the  roads, 

they 
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they  faid,  were  impaffable  for  thefc  animals* 
Though  this  pian  was  agreeable  in  certain 
points  of  view,  it  difpleafed  me  in  others. 
Happily,  however,  they  enabled  me  to  form 
another,  which  1  determined  to  execute. 

I  have  already  remarked,  that  it  was  by  a 
fortunate  chance  that  I  fell  in  with  them.  They 
were  then  on  their  way  to  the  eaftem  coafis^ 
And  had  hahed  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  only 
to  wait  for  fome  of  their  parties,  who  had  de- 
tached themfelves  from  the  general  body,  ia 
order  to  go  a-»marauding  in  the  plains.  Their 
route  towards  the  eaft  was  little  diflferent  from 
that  which  I  propofed  to  take ;  and  I  faw  that, 
by  marching  along  with  them  or  engaging 
them  to  attend  me,  I  fhould  obtain  tnifty 
guides  as  well  as  able  defenders.  It  was  pot 
fible  that  I  might  meet  with  bodies  of  Hou- 
20uanas,  with  whom,  were  none  of  thdfe  peo- 
ple in  my  company,  I  might  be  obKged  to 
combat,  United  to  them,  fliould  I  even  be 
attacked  by  a  whole  nation,  I  h^d  nothing  to 
fear. 

I  did  not,  therefore,  hcfitate  a  moment;  and, 
to  ^fcort  me  as  far  as  Fi(h-River,  I  offered 
Ihem  four  milch-cows.    To  people  who  often 
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expofe  tbeir  lives  for  a  fingle  fhcepi  this  was  a 
temptation  not  to  bexefifted.  Accordingly 
they  requefted  only  that  I  would  allow  them 
four  or  five  days  to  colled  their  fiiends — to 
which  I  readily  confented. 

In  the  evening  they  difperfed  themfelves 
over  the  mountain,  climbing  to  the  higheft 
fummits,  there  to  kindle  fires  which  might 
fcrve  as  fignals  to  the  fcattered  parties  of  their 
fiiends ;  or  to  obferve  thofe  which  the  latter 
might  kindle  in  the  plains.  They  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  they  fucceedcd  in  making  their 
fires  be  perceived,  all  the  different  bodies  would 
immediately  join  them, 

Nodurnai  fires  are  a  peculiar  language  un- 
derftood  and  employed  by  almoft  all  favage 
nations.  None,  however,  have  carried  this  art 
fo  fair  as  the  Houzouanas,  becaufe  none  have 
fo  much  need  of  underftanding  and  bringing 
it  to  perfedion.  If  it  be  neceflary  to  announce 
a  defeat  or  a  vidory,  an  arrival  or  departure, 
a  fuccefsful  plundering  expedition  or  the  want 
of  aififtance,  in  a  word,  any  intelligence  what- 
iever,  they  are  able,  either  by  the  number  of 
their  fifes  or  the  manber  in  which  they  ar- 
jrange  them,  to  make  it  known  in  an  inftant. 

They 
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They  are  eveii  fo  fagacious  as  to  vary  their 
fires  from  time  to  time,  left  thfir  enemies 
ihould  become  acquainted  with  their  fignals, 
and  treacheroufly  employ  them,  ia  their  turn^ 
to  furprife  them. 

I  am  perfectly  unacquainted  with  th^  prin- 
ciples of  this  language,  invented  witl^  fo  much 
ingenuity ;  not  having  afked  them  to  teach 
me  fo  piuch  as  the  elements  of  it,  becaufe  I 
was  certain  they  would  have  refufed.  All  I 
can  fay  is,  that  three  fires  kindled  at  the  diCt 
tance  of  twenty  paces  from  each  other,  fo  as  to 
form  an  equilateral  triai^l|e,  are  a  fignal  for 
rallying ;  at  leaft,  during  the  five  d^ys  en^* 
ployed  in  calling  together  ^d  waiting  for  th? 
fcattered  detachments,  they  made  no  other* 

It  appears  as  if  the  marayders  were  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  perceive  their  fignals ;  for 
none  of  them  returned.  Their  abfence,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  us  fr^m  fetting  out  oq 
the  fixth  day.  The  Houzouapas  left  their  hut^ 
(landing;  and,  to  announce  their  departurei 
four  men  remainc4  in  the  kraal,  who  ha4 
orders  to  kindle  other  fires,  and  to  join  us  \ti 
the  night,  after  they  had  lighted  them, 

Thi3  arrangement  was  highly  difple^fing  tp 

my 
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my  poltroons.  ^They  apprehended  that  the 
intention  of  my  guides  was  to  lead  us  into  fonte 
ambufli,  where  we  fhould  all  be  maflacrcdj 
and  that  the  four  men  left  behind  were,  by  tlieir 
fignals,  to  give  notice  to  fome  of  their  parties  to 
come  upon  us  while  we  were  afleep.  In  fliort^ 
there  was  no  danget  which  their  terrified  ima- 
gination did  not  dread  ;  and  fo  great  was 
their  cowardice,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to 
ftir  from  my  camp,  even  in  the  day  time;  nor 
would  my  hunters  ever  go  out  to  the  chace 
unlefs  I  accompanied  them. 

We  direded  our  courfe  acrofs  the  moun- 
tains in  a  ftraight  line  towards  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  did  not  halt  till  ten  at  night,  in  a  place 
where  vt^e  found  plenty  of  good  water  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks.  Towards  midnight,  the 
four  men  of  the  horde  arrived  ;  and  if  their 
prefence  afforded  me  pleafure,  as  il  announ- 
ced the  fcrupulous  punduality  and*  aftivef^ 
zeal  of  their  nation,  it  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
my  poltroons,  whofe  fufpicions  it  in  feme 
meafure  allayed. 

Though  they  now  faw  their  pretended  ene- 

i  mics  before  them,  they  were  neverthelcfs  fo 

ftruck  that  they  ilill  apprehended  fome  noc-' 

turnal 
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turnal  trcacheiy.  I  had,  therefore,  no  nee^  td 
recommend  to  them  to  be  vigilant.  Not  one 
indulged  himfelf  in  fleep ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  all  fpent  the  night  in  calling  their  eyes 
every  where  around,  palpitating  if  they  heard 
thefmalleil  noife,  and  Mratching  with  alarm  the 
lead  movement  of  the  Houzouanas,  who,  during 
the  whole  time,  were^repofing  in  tranquillity. 

When  day  appeared,  fo  that  I  could  diftin- 
guiQi  objeds  around  me,  I  obferred,  with 
confiderable  pain,  that  the'  earth  was  abfo-» 
lutely  parched  up,  that  it  did  not  prefent  a 
iingle  blade  of  grafs,  and  that  my  cattle  muft 
confequently  have  remained  the  whole  night 
without  food. 

I  communicated  my  uneafinefs  to  the  Hou« 
zouanas,  and  afked  them  how  many  days  it 
would  require  to  go  in  a  ftraight  dire^on  to 
the  fea,  and  x^hether  we  fhould  meet  with 
pafturage  and  water  on  our  route*  Their 
anfwer  threw  me  into  confternation.  They 
informed  me,  that  if  thie  drought  had  been 
general,  as  they  were  aflured,  we  muft  expe^ 
by  advancing  in  that  quarter,  to  find,  where- 
ever  we  paflld,  a  foil  equally  naked,  and  in 
all  probability  deftitute  of  water* 

After 
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After  fucli  intelligence,  It  was  impofTible  for 
me  to  proceed  farther.  Beddes  expofing  my- 
ielf  to-  the  hazard  of  lodng  all  my  cattle, ,  ^nd 
of  leaving  in  the  defert  the  greater  part  of  my 
cffeds,  I  could  not/orget  that  I  had  every  day 
to  feed,  independently  of  my  own  party,  forty 
new  mouths ;  and  that  for  fuch  a  multitude  an 
abundance  of  large  game  would  be  requifitc. 
In  a  country  that  afforded  neither  pafturage 
nor  water,  what  hopes  were  there  of  finding 
fuch  game,  when  the  period  of  their  paflage 
was  elapfed  ?  The  cafe  was  now  different  from 
what  it  had  been  in  the  fertile  plains  of  Caf* 
fraria,  when  the  body  of  Hottentots  in  my  train^ 
who  were  fo  interefting  and  of  fo  much  import* 
ance  to  mc,  having  plenty  of  every  thing, 
increafed  the  happinefs  of  my  fituation  by  the 
'mod  agreeable  relaxations  and  the  mofl  varied 
amufements.  Here  wretchednefs  and  fatigue 
were  likely  to  be  my  conftant  companions;  and, 
though  free  from  the  apprehenfions  and  terror 
which  pervaded  my  whole  company,  I  was 
far  from  beholding  with  the  fame  eye,  as  in 
that  inftance,  thefe  new  favages,  affociated  with 
me  in  my  excurfions,  and  offering  to  fbare  in 
my  fatigue.  My  oqly  refource,  under  the 
3  prefent 


i^z  TRAVELS    iU 

prefent  clrcum  (lances,  was  to  proceed  to  a  dif^ 
trift  lefs  parched ;  and  having  on  this  point 
interrogated  my  Houzouanas,  they  aflured  me, 
that,  by  following  the  chain  Of  nwuntains,  we 
could  not  fail  to  fiqd  both  water  anxl  paftu- 
rage. 

There  was  no  longef*  occafion  to  hefitatc?. 
I  gave  orders,  therefore,  to  face  about ;  and 
we  direded  our  courfe  along  the  edge  of  the 
tnoutitaids  that  bounded  us  on  the  eaft.  But 
the  road  we  had  to  travel  was  fo^  covered  with 
ftones  and  interfeded  by  raviftes,  that  we  fperit 
the  whole  day  irl  advancing  fix  leagues,  and 
without  ,fo  much  as  once  halting,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  infuppoftable  heat  of  a  fcorchirig 
fun,  as  We  tould  find  neither  water  not  flielteir 
by  the  way. 

I  met  with  nothing  remarkable  during  thJs 
day*s  journey,  except  the  neft  of  an  oftricb, 
in  which  was  the  female  hatching  her  young. 
Three  eggs,  depofited  on  the  bare  ground,  lay 
before  her  ;  and  fhe  was  fitting  upon  nine 
others,  the  yOung  iii  tvhich  were  in  fo  advan- 
ced a  ftate  as  tO  be  ready  to  burft  the  (hell. 

The  feparation  of  the  eggs  in  this  manner 
into  two  parcels,  near  to,  but  diftant  from 

each 
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each  other,  is  a  faiSt  I  have  already  mentioned 
in  my  firft  travels ;  but  the  vray  in  which  I 
accounted  for  it  has  been  contradiftcd.  There 
are  perfons  who  cannot  believe  that  the  oilrich 
places  eggs  before  her  neft,  to  ferve  as  food 
for  her  young  when  they  are  hatched.  So 
much  forefight  in  a  bird,  which  we  have 
hitherto  thought  proper  to  confider  as  the 
emblem  of  ftupidity,  appears  to  them  an  im- 
probable fiction.  It  has  been  faid,  that,  before 
the  publication  of  my  travels,  no  naturalift 
ever  mentioned  thfe  circumftance ;  which  is  the 
fum  total  of  all  the  objeftions  they  can  make ; 
and  I  have  furely  no  need  to  fliew  its  futi- 
lity, fince,  as  natufalifts  have  fpoken  fo  dif- 
ferently on  other  points,  what  conclufion 
would  be  made  fhould  I  affirm,  oh  my  part, 
that  they  have  publiihed  nothing  but  falfehoods 
and  errors  ? 

How  many  difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory, 
controverted  at  firft  on  account  of  their  no- 
velty, are  now  admitted  as  incbnteftaWe  truths ! 
When  a  traveller  thought  proper  to  fay,  that 
coral  was  not  a  marine  produAion  of  the  vege-» 
table  kingdom,  but  a  real  neft  conftru£ted  by 
infers ;  and  when  DeTiIle,  on  his  return  from 

Vol.  III.  O  China, 
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China,  advanced  that  ambei:gri8  was  produced 
by  a  whale,  and  gave  proofs  of  it,  were  there 
not  men,  your  clofet  haturalifts,  who  oppofed 
their  aflertions  ? 

Let  us  not  believe  from  vague  report  every 
thing  iadifcriminately.     $uch  condud  would 
by  no  means    accord  with   the   dictates  of 
reafon.     Let  us  previoully  examine  the  cre- 
dibility due    to    the  perfon  who  may  ad* 
vance  new  fads,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in 
fupport  of  them ;  but  let  us  not  rejed  them 
merely  bec^ufe  they  arc  new^     The  more  we 
ftudy  nature,  the  more  we  fliall  ,difcover  cir- 
cuDfiftances  which  it  will  be  impollible  for  us^ 
to  explain.  But  1k)w  many  daily  occur  before 
our  eyes,  which  wc  even  never  think  of  exa- 
mining !    Let  thofe  writers  on  natural  hiftory, 
whofe  whok  fcientific  knowledge  confifts  ia 
reading  and  reafoning  from  books,  inform  me^ 
for  example,  why  the  fwallow,  when  its  neft. 
is  deftroyed,  will  begin  ten  or  twelve  times  fuc- 
ceffively  to  rebuild  it  in  the  fame  place,  while* 
indigenous  birds  abandon  theirs  as  fbon  as  it 
has  been  touched,  and  go  elfewhere  to  con» 
ftrud  another. 
With  regard  to  the  eggs  fet  apart  by  the 

odricb 
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oftrkh  for  the  firft  nourifliment  6f  her  young, 
1  caa  quote,  in  fupport  of  my  affertion,  the 
teftimony  of  a  celebrated  navigator,  de  Bou- 
gaidvilie,  who  had  failed  round  the  globe 
before  I  even  thought  of  vifiting  Africa,  Hav- 
ing called  upon  me  to  fee  my  colle<^ion  g£ 
natural  hiftory,  after  the  publication  of  my 
lirft  travels^  and  the  convcrfation  turning  upon 
what  I  had  written  refpedting  the  oftrich,  he 
told  me,  that  my  obfcrvation  was  ftridly  cor- 
re^l^  that  he  had  every  where  met  with  proofs 
of  it,  and  that  he  had  refrained  from  being 
the  firft  to  publifli  it^  from  the  fear  that  his 
veracity  would  be  Called  in  queftion«  Thi« 
however  is  oile  of  thofe  novelties  which  ought 
to  be  made  known  by  men  cs^able  of  beftowing 
on  them  credibility;  for  the  opinion  the  world 
has  formed  of  a  man  is  often  indifpenfible  to 
the  giving  the  colour  of  truth  to  the  moft  un« 
queftionable  fa£b. 

From  what  I  have  here  had  ck^cafion  to  fay 
refpeding  the  oftrich,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
ihall  be  pardoned  for  adding  a  few  obferva-^ 
tions  more  Upon  the  fame  fubje£t. 

It  has  beeti  aflerted  by  a  naturalift  to  whom 

fcience  is  much  indebted,  that  at  Senegal  this 

O  a  bird 
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bird  fits  on  her  eggs  during  the  night  only  j 
atid  that  flic  abandons  them  in  the  day  to  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
heat  at  Senegal  be  greater  than  under  the  fame 
latitude  on  the  other  fide  of  the  equator,  nor 
whether  the  dftriches  of  the  former  are  fupe* 
rior  in  inftind  to  thofe  of  the  latter  climate. 
But  from  the  Cape,  as  far  as  the  twenty- fecond 
degree  of  latitude,  I  have  feen  nefts ;  and  I 
can  aflert,  that  I  never  found  one  which  was 
not  covered  by  a  male  of;  a  female,  unlefs,  from. 
the  death  of  the  oftrich  that  had  been  fitting  on 
them,  or  foihe  other  particular  accident,  the 
eggs  had  been  totally  deferted. 

WiA  regard  to  the  number  of  eggs,  the  fet* 
fon  Xvhen  they  are  laid,  and  the  period  of  in- 
tubation, nothing  that  cad  be  depended  on  is 
yet  known:  for  thofe  who  have  traverfed 
Africa  prefect  us,  on  this  fiibjefi:,  with  contra- 
didory  evidence  only,  the  uncertainty  of  which 
muft  neceflarily  embarrafs  the  naturalift. 

What  may  have  led  travellers  into  an  error 
is,  that  in  the  fame  diftrid  we  fee,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  a  female  which  has  begun 
to  lay,  young  oftriche$  two  or  three  months 
old,  and  others  as  large  as  the  mothen     All 

this 
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this  prefents  an  idea  of  diforder  in  tlie  fpecies, 
which  proceeds  from  two  caufes.  I  (hall  fpeak 
of  the  firft  elfewherc,  as  it  is  common  to  all 
the  birds  of  Africa ;  and  content  myfclf  at  pre* 
fent  with  mentioning  the  fecond* 

Birds  of  the  fame  fpecies  copulate  generally 
at  the  fame  feafon^  and  confequently  ought 
all  to  produce  young  about  the  fame  period. 
Their  eggs,  however,  may  be  deftroyed,  and 
the  mother  obliged  in  confequence  to  lay  a 
fecond^and  even  perhaps  a  third  fet ;  and  it  is 
evident  that  there  will  then  be  young  fcarcely 
iiatched,  while  others  will  have  attained  a  con« 
(iderable  (ize. 

This  is  the  cafe  with  the  oftrich.  She  gene- 
rally lays  ten  ^gs ;  but  thefe  eggs  are  much 
fought  after  by  the  favages,  who  conHder  them 
as  dainties;  and,  when  they  difcover  them,  they 
never  fail  ta  carry  them  away.  The  confe- 
^  quence  is,  that  the  animal  is  retarded  in  laying, 
and  that  young  oftriches  are  reared  of  differ* 
ent  ages.  If  a  Hottentot  find  a  neft  where 
incubation  is  not  yet  begun,  and  if  he  fup- 
pofe  that  it  is  known  to  himfelf  only,  it  be- 
comes a  treafure,  the  produce  pf  which  he 
V^ill  reierye  for  a  long  time. 

O  3  Inftead 


igft  TRAVEJ.S    IN 

Inftead  of  removing  the  eggs  all  at  once,  he 
takes  only  one  or  two,  eonvinced  that  the  fe* 
male,  who  never  begins  to  fit  till  flie  has  com- 
pleted her  number,  will  lay  again.  Two  days 
after  he  will  repeat  his  theft.  In  {hort,  if  he 
plunder  with  addrefs  and  precaution,  he  may 
caufe  her  to  lay  as  many  as  fifty  j  and  fome* 
times  even,  when  the  neft  is  occupied  by  two 
or  three  pftriches  aflbciated  together,  and  fit- 
ting in  company,  as  I  have  feen  and  already 
mentioned,  he  may  procure  a  fUil  greater 
number. 

A  naturalift  unacquainted  with  thefe  fads 
may  eafily  be  led  into  an  error.  Accordingly, 
when  a  favage  telLs  him  that  he  has  taken  from 
an  oftrich's  neft  fixty  or  eighty  eggs,  and  per^ 
haps  more,  he  ought  thus  to  account  for  thi^ 
circumftance,  and  not  imagine  that  there  is 
any  great  variation  in  the  number  laid  by  dif- 
ferent individuals  of  this  fpeci^.  But  I  return 
to  my  camp. 

Scarcely  had  we  halted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  when  my  Ii[ouzouanas  haftened 
to  climb  them,  in  order  to4ifcover  the  fires  of 
their  abfent  friends,  and  to  kindle  others  to  ia^ 
fprpa  them  wfeere  they  migfit  be  found.  Their 

fignals, 
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fignals,  however,  were  equally  fruitlefs  as  be- 
fore; but  thefe  adive  people  had  carried  all 
my  leather  bottles  with  them  to  the  top  of  the 
mountains ;  and,  when  they  returned,  they 
brought  them  back  filled  with  frelb  water. 

On  my  departure  from  Orange-River,  I  had 
provided  myfelf  with  ^  great  number  of  thefe 
bottles,  which  I  had  caufed  to  be  made  of 
^  iheep's  Ikins,  in  imitation  of  thofe  invented  by 
my  people  to  contain  the  oil  of  their  whale. 
They  were  commonly  carried  by  the  womfen, 
cither  on  their  backs,  aflSxed  to  a  ftrap,  or  fuA 
pended  between  two  from  a  Aick  which  edch 
held  by  one  end  ;  but  the  Houzouanas,  from 
the  time  they  formed  a  part  of  my  caravan, 
were  fo  polite  as  to  eafe  the  women  of  this 
burden;  and,  while  they  accompanied  me,  thefe 
veffels  were  always  carried  by  them. 

The  chaia  of  mountains  extended  in  a 
fouthem  diredion.  We  continued  our  journey 
for  two  whole  days  along  its  courfe ;  and  we 
every  where  found  pafture  for  our  cattle,  and 
water  in  the  rocks  for  ourielves.  This  route, 
however,  thwarted  the  defirc  I  had  of  pene- 
trating farther  to  the  weft,  thereby  to  approach 
the  borders  of  the  fea. 

O  4  To 
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To  the  weft,  before  me,  were  other  mouiVf 
tains,  the  chain  of  which,  more  coafiderabic 
ftill  than  that  we  had  followed,  loft  itfelf  on 
the  horizon,  and  by  its  direftion  was  likely  to 
condud:  me  to  the  ocean,  where  I  was  defirous 
of  ending  this  cxcurfioa.  My  guides  afiured 
ine  that  I  Ihould  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding 
courfe,  meet  both  with  pafture  and  water. 
They  added  too,  that  in  the  mountains  there 
were  feveral  hordes  with  whom  they  were  at 
prefent  in  amity ;  and  to  convince  nie,  by  the 
favourable  reception  that  would  be  given. them 
by  thefe  hordes,  that  they  knew  how  to  con- 
ciliate and  retain  friends,  they  requefted  me  to 
purfue  this,  courfe. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations  united,  I  was 
induced  to  comply  with  their  defire.  However, 
before  I  gave  orders  for  our  departure,  I  wifhed 
to  know  how  far  we  had  to  travel.     For  this 
purpofe,  I  afcended  one  of  the  peaks,  and,  efti- 
mating  the  diftance  between  the  two  chains,  I 
concluded  that  it  was  about  twenty-four  leagues. 
But  it  gave  me  great  uneafmefs  to  obferve,  tha^ 
the  whole  plaiii  beneath  ^prefented  fcarcely  any 
thing  to  my  view  but  dry  fknd ;  that  it  contained 
very  little  verdure,  and  not  a  fingle  tree^  j 

'  With 
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Without provifions and  leather  hotde8,wchad 
for  ourfelves  a  fufficient  fupply  for  this  fatiguing 
journey ;  but  it  was  neceffary  that  our  cattle 
fliould  accomplifh  it  without  p^haps  either  eat-* 
ing  or  drinking.  Catde  in  Europe,  if  condemaed 
thus  to  faft  for  two  days  under  a  fcorching  fun, 
in  a  march  of  twenty-four  leagues,  and  through 
a  horrid  defert,  would  undoubtedly  perifh  ;  but 
ours,  accuflomed  to  long  and  frequent  fatigue, 
were  capable  of  fupporting  it.  However,  to 
prepare  them  by  a  little  reft,  I  remained  en- 
camped two  days ;  and  employed  the  time  ia 
himting  excurfions,  in  which  we  killed  fe« 
veral  coudou  antelopes  and  a  female  elephant, 
which  furniihed  us  with  abundance  of  pro* 
vilion* 

On  the  day  appointed,  we  fet  out  early  ia 
the  morning,  and  did  not  halt  till  nine  in  the 
evening.  My  cattle,  as  I  expeded,  had  found 
by  the  way  no  water,  and  very  little  grafs ; 
and,  after  fo  laborious  a  joXirney,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary that  they  fhould  ftill  pafs  the  night 
without  food. 

With  regard  to  ourfelves,  the  Houzouanas 

had  been  fo  provident  as  to  fill  all  my  leather 

J)dttle8  with  water  found  among  the  rocks;  but, 

5  »     having 
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having  been  beaten  about  the  whde  day,  it  was 
as  warm  as  lie ;  and,  as  it  had  contraded  too 
the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the  fkins  in  which  it  was 
confined,  it  feemed  calculated  to  a&  rather 
as  an  emetic  than  to  refreib  us  and  allay  our 
thirii 

Fortunately  I  had  (aved  a  few  jars  of  wine 
and  beer,  which,  having  become  four  by  the 
agitation  and  heat,  formed  excellent  vinegar. 
I  poured  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  it  among  the  water 
which  we  had  to  drink;  and  its  acidity,  by  cor* 
reding  the  difagreeable  taftci  rendered  it  a  more  • 
healthful  beverage. 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  fires  towards 
the  fouth^weft.  As  they  feemed  to  announce 
fome  of  thofe  hordes  of  whom  the  Houzouanas 
had  fppken,  I  gave  orders,  when  we  fet  out 
next  mornidg,  to  proceed  towards  them. 

This  day's  journey  could  not  fail  of  being 
icxtremely  fatiguing  to  animals  which  had  not 
tafted  drink  for  twenty-four  hours ;  but  to  mt 
It  was  more  fo  than  it  needed  to  have  bwn,  be* 
eaufe,  having  left  the  caravan,  in  company 
with  Klaas,  to  purfue  fome  pale-yellow-co- 
loured zebras  we  had  perceived  in  the  plain, 
we  lofl  ourfclves  for  a  timci  and  wand^ed  over 

a  great 
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a  great  deal  of  ground  to  II(tle  puipofe  befoic 
we  could  recover  our  way. 

Agreeably  to  the  rule  I  had  laid  down  of 
fending  a  few  perfons  before  me^  when  I  ap- 
proached a  new  horde*  to  inform  them  of 
my  arrival  and  conciliate  their  friendihip,  I 
thought  proper  to  obfervethe  fame  practice  oa 
the  prefent  occafion.  It  feemed  even  of  im^ 
portance  that  I  fliould  choofe,  as  deputies  for 
that  purpofe,  fome  of  the  Houzouanas,  wha 
had  boafled  of  being  the  friends  and  allies  of 
all  the  hordes  in  this  didri^  But,  as  they  had  ^ 
told  me  they  were  now  at  peace  with  them,  I 
concluded  that  this  was  not  their  habitual  ftate; 
and  that,  confequently,  they  and  their  neigh* 
hours  would  behave  to  each  other  with  referve. 
For  that  reafon  I  was  unwilling  to  diipatdh 
any  pf  the  Hou20uanas«  So  much  intimacy  ^ 
appeared  to  me  fufpicious :  not  that  I  thought 
the  latter  capable  of  treachery ;  but  I  was  afraid 
left  the  horde  fhould  be  prejudiced  againft  mc^ 
when  they  found  me  attended  by  fo  manj 
followers,  and  faw  me  introduced  by  people 
who  wer^  certainly  more  dreaded  than  loved. 

To  fend  any  of  my  own  Hottentots  was 
fmprafticable.    If  they  w«nt  alone,  they  could 
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not  hare  accompUihcd  the  ohjtCt  of  their  mifc 
Con  for  want  of  inteqireters  j  and  if  accom* 
panied  by  Hoazouanas^  the  icicon  venience  of  a 
difagrccable  prepofleflion  flill  fubfifted*  While 
under  this  uncertainty,  I  had  only  one  courfc  * 

to  purfue :  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  difpatch- 
ing  any  one  before  me — which  was  the  plan  I 
jEdopted,  About  nine  in  the  evening  we  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  the  horde ;  and,  without  any 
preliminaries,  I  imoxediately  encamped  at  the 
diflance  of  about  two  hundfed  paces. 

An  arrival  fo  abrupt  was  likely  to  fill  them 
'With  alarm,  and  perhaps  inftantly  to  difperfe 
them.  But,  whatever  might  be  their  fear,  they 
bad  been  rendered  incapable  of  flight  by  a  very 
jDelancholy  misfortune.  A  great  number  of 
them  had  already  fallen  a  iacrifice  to  a  pefti- 
lential  diforder ;  and  thofe  who  remained  were 
ftill  attacked  by  it  as  well  as  their  cattle.  Co- 
vered with  ulcers  from  head  to  foot,  they  lay 
extended  in  their  huts,  and  exhaled  a  cada- 
verous fmell  that  was  fcarcely  fupportable. 

This  peftilence,  they  faid,  had  firft  broken 
out  in  the  countries  towards  the  eaft,  where  its 
ipread  had  been  attended  with  dreadful  ravage  y 
and  it  was  there  they  had  caught  the  infediion. 

A  few. 
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A  few  days  before,  fuch  of  the  horde  as  fujiA  ' 
pofed  themfelves  in  good  health  had  retired 
towards  the  fouth,  to  avoid  its  influence ;  but 
the  difeafed  told  us  they  had  carried  the  feeds 
of  it  along  with  them ;  and  that  it  would 
probably  fhow  idelf  before  they  had  accom- 
pliQied  their  journey. 

I  ihall  here  obferve,  that  this  flight  may 
fenre  to  explain  fome  abfurd  aflertions  to  be 
found  In  the  works  of  certain  ill-informed  tra* 
vellers.  Savage  nations,  according  to  their  ac- 
count, when  emigrating  or  on  journeys,  aban- 
don fuch  old  and  infirm  perfons  as  are  not  ia 
a  condition  to  follow  them«  This  is  a  ca- 
lumny founded  upon  an  error,  which  the  fadt 
above  related  may  ferve  to  rcQify. 

The  horrid  fpedtacle  we  had  before  our  eyes 
filled  with  much  alarm  my  whole  caravan, 
and,  above  all^  my  Greater  Nimiquas,  who^ 
moft  fufceptible  of  terror,  becaufe  the  moll 
timid  and  pufiUanimous  of  the  company,  had 
befides  fome  experience  of  this  plague,  which 
they  had  feen  fpread  itfelf  among  their  natioi^ 
^nd  with  the  eflfeds  of  which  they  were  con- 
iequently  acquainted. 

They  declared  to  me  that,  if  I  did  not  alter 

my 


2oS  TRAVELSIM 

my  route,  they  would  quit  me  the  next  mdrrf* 
ing ;  that  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the 
Boflimen  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of  (o 
liorrid  a  death,  which  they  confidered  as  ine-^ 
fitable;  and  that,  aft^r  all,  it  might  be  pofKble 
for  them  to  efcape  the  Boflxmcn  by  travelling 
in  the  night*    . 

For  once,  their  terror  appeared  to  me  to  be 
well  founded/ 1  was  not  free  myfclf  from  appre- 
Icnfion ;  and  I  certainly  iiad  as  little  defire  as 
they  to  expofe  myfelf  to  a  difeafe  which  in 
three  days  might  involve  us  in  general  de- 
ftrudlon* 

I  gave  notice,  therefore,  that  next  morningj 
at  fiin-rife  I  fhould  decamp ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  took  fuch  precautioos  as  I  conceived  to 
6e  neceflary  for  opr  prefervation ;  as  pofting 
ourfelves  to  the  windward  kindling  fires 
around  us  during  the  night,  and,  above  all^ 
guarding  our  cattir,  to  prevent  them  from  ap- 
proaching thofe  of  the  horde,  left  they  fhould 
catch  the  infedion.  Next  mornidg,  having 
fgnt  fome  tobacco  to  the  fick,  giving  orders  to 
thofe  who  carried  it,  to  depofit  it  at  a  diftance 
from  the  huts,  and  ftrid}y  charging  thepi  tOi 
accept  of  nothing  in  return,  I  made  the  fignal 

for 
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for  departing ;  and  we  fet  out  with  a  refolur 
tion  of  advancing  due  eaft,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  infedion,  vyhich  adlually  prevailed  in  the 
quarter  in  which  we  had  been  already  tra- 
velling* 

We  now  regretted  that  we  had,  two  days 
before,  quitted  the  eaftern  chain  of  mountains, 
and  were  defirous  of  returning ;  but  it  was  im« 
poiHble,  without  making  a  long  journey  and 
fubjeding  ourfelves  ,to  new  arid  extreme  fa- 
tigue,  to  effect  it.  Our  good  fortune,  however, 
fent  us  an  abundant  rain,  which  comforted  and 
refrelhed  my  cattle. 

Notwithftandmg  this  relief,  as,  befides  their 
burdens,  they  had  to  carry  my  people  alfo, 
and  as  they  travelled  thirteen  leagues  without 
flopping  more  than  an  hour  mr  two,  they  ar- 
rived very  much  exhaufted«  I  was  eve;ii 
obliged  to  leave  two  of  them  by  the  way ; 
but  luckily,  having  been  revived  by  the  rain 
and.  a  little  repofe,  they  followed  us  to  the 
camp  during  the  night. 

Of  all  my  attendants,  the  Houzouanas  alone 
flill  retained  fome  courage  and  ftrength :  as  to 
the  reft,  littlje  accuftomed  to  extraordinary  fa- 
tigue, and  ill  calculated  to  endure  it,  they  were 

€  quite 
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-  quite  worn  out.  Thejr  dragged  themfelvrt 
along  with  great  difficulty^  and  were  obliged 
in  turns  to  ride  upon  the  oxen.  The  Greater 
NimiquaSy  with  their  eyes  funk  and  a  de« 
jedied  aii^  had  fcarcely  ftrength  to  utter  a 
word;  but,  though  they  did  not  fpeak,  their 
filence  every  moment  announced  the  regret 
they  fell  at  having  engs^ed  to  follow  me.  In 
fiiort,  whoever  had  feen  my  caravan  would 
have  taken  it  for  one  of  thofe  flying  hofpitals 
that  ufuatly  follow  in  the  rear  of  an  army. 

The    animals    themfelves,   extenuated    by 
long  fafting  and  long  marches,  fhared  in  the 
general  dejedion.  My  horfes  were  lame ;  and,  ^ 
as  it  was  impoflible  to  ufe  them,  I  had  been 
obliged  to  travel  on  foot.     1  have  already  re- 
marked, that  fuch  was  the  fatigufe  of  my  oxen, 
ihat  I  had  been  ferced  to  abandon  two  of  them. 
The  feet  of  my  dogs  were  abfolutely  fore  and 
covered   with  blood.     They  were  not  only 
become  indifferent  refpefling  the  purfuit  of 
game,  but  faw  it  rife  before  them  without  ftir- 
Hng  fo  much  as  a  ftep  to  follow  it*,   I  could 
not,  as  formely,  place  them  in  my  waggons ; 
for  I  had  none.     It  was  a  truly  afie(9ing  fpec* 
tacle  to  fee  the  limping  manner  in  which  they 

walked. 
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Walked.  J^roiA  time  to  time  they  Hopped  to 
lick  their  feet ;  but  this  momentary  relief,  by 
ibftening  the  Ikiti,  rendered  them  fliU  more 
painful 

The  night  was  attended  with  no  other  event 
tlian  the  difciovei^  of  fome  fires,  whkh  weob- 
fenred  before  us  on  the  mountains^  and  which 
were  produdive  of  joy  as  they  awakened  our 
liopes.  My  Houzouahas  in  particular  teftified 
tfieir  fatttfiaididAy  conceiving  at  ^v^  that  they 
T^re  %nals  made  by  their  companions ;  but 
having  looked  atteiitively,  without  dlftinguifii^ 
Jng  in  thefe  fi^es  their  own  language  and  eha- 
fablers,  they  agreed  in  confidering  them  as  kin* 
died  by  fome  neighbouring  horde  with  whom  - 
they  were  unacquainted* 

The  fleep  arid  repofe  of  a  fingle  night  were 
not  fufl5cient*to  reftore  ftrength  to  people  fo 
hmch  harafled  as  mine.  Accordingly  in  the 
morning,  they  all  complained  that  they  were 
hot  able  to  ftand  upright ;  and  I  thought,  for 
a  taoment,  that  1  (hould  have  been  obliged  to 
remain  in  the  place  where  I  had  encamped. 
Ha^ng,  however,  reprefented  to  them  that  it 
would  require  only  a  day's  journey  to  reach 
Vol.  III.  P  the 
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the  mountains  and  the  horde  whofe  fii^s  we 
bad  feen,  and  promifed  that  I  would  halt  there 
for  fome.day3,  to  give  them  time  to  reft  them- 
felves,  they  refumed  courage  and  recovered 
the  ufe  of  their  legs. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  horde.  My  oxen 
and  dogs,  having  fcented  fome  water,  inftantly 
quitted  Us,  and  proceeded  as  faft  as  they  could 
to  the  kraal,  without  its  being  ia;our  power  tor 
check  or  recall  them.  Thdr  fmell  had  not  de-^ 
ceived  them.  They  found  fome  wells  j  •  but, 
as  they  were  fhut,  they  could  only  fnufF  the 
vapours  around  without  beings  able  to  qu^nqh 
{heir  thirft. .  ,  . 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  how  great  muft 
have  been  the  furprife  of  the  horde  at  the 
appearance  of  all  thefe  animals.  Their  fur* 
prife,  however,  was  converted  into  alarm  when 
they  beheld  my  whole  party,  and  obferved  near 
tlj^m  a  large  body,  of  thofe  Houzouanas  fo 
much  dreaded,  with  a  white  man  in  the  midft 
of  them,  lefs  formidable  perhaps,  but  ftill  more 
terrifying  to  a  people  who  had  never  feen  be* 
^re  a  perfon  of  his  colour.  .  Aftoniflied  and 
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ftupcfied  by  the  fpe(aacle,  they  had  neither  the 
ftrength  to  fly  nor  the  aflurance  toiidvance  to- 
wards us;  ' 

To  free  them  from  this  painful  ftate,  I  drev^ 
near  j  and,  without  feeming  to  perceive  their 
embarraflbaent,  caufed  my  interpreters  to  aCIc 
them  if  they  had  among  them  any  perfons  in- 
fedled  with  the  malady  which  had  driven  us 
from  the  weftern  mountains*  My  queftion 
filled  them  with,  terror*  They  were  acquaint- 
ed by  experience,  as  well  as  my  Nimiquas, 
with  its  deyaftations;  but  at  that  time  they 
were  not  attacked  by  it  j  and,  upon  receiving, 
their  anfwejc,  linftahtly  ordered  my  camp  to 
be  formed  r^ear  them. 

During  the  laft  four  days,  my  animals  had 
travelled  tnore  than  forty  leagues  without  tail- 
ing water  or  food,  except  once  at  the  difeafed 
horde.  I  found  pafturage,  however,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  prefent  encampment; 
and  I  propofed,  according  to  my  pro  mile,  to 
halt  fome  days  in  order  to  give  time  to  my 
whole  caravan  to  recover  their  ftrength.  On 
this  account^  I  was  defirous  of  eftablifhing  an 
intercourfe  with  the  new  horde  and  conciliating^ 
ihcir  friendihip.     This,  however,  appeared  at 
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fira  to  be  a  it^rtei^  of  feme  difl^culty;  Nd- 
ttier  iri  ihfe  afternoon  nor  in  &tt  evening  had  a 
fingle  perfort  t)f  the  kraal  approached  my  camp  j 
and  the  lentitnents  whkh  thin  confdu<ft  an- 
nounced furprifed  nre  the  more,  as  no  fovagi^ 
riatidn  had  ^ver  behaited  towards  rtie  iii  the 
fatne  m^ntcti  Were  fhejr  afraid  of  me,  of 
the  HoB2ouan2ts,  or  of  the  infeftioos  diftem- 
I*er  prevailing  in  the  canton  from  which  vrc 
had  come  ?  Thia  tjueftidn  I  cannot  refolve : 
but  their  keeping  at  a  diftance  betrayed  iufpi- 
cion  at  leaft  ;  and  (ht*  fufpicion  was  fo  gi'eat, 
that,  during  the  night,  they  deliberated  whe- 
ther they  fliould  not  retire  to  the  mountains* 

Klaas,  who  fought  every  opporturtity  to 
fisrve  and  affift  hie,  having  gone  out  at  break 
of  day  to  make  obfervatien^,  came  lo  commu* 
nicate  to  me  an  important  remark.  The  horde 
wiis  very  condrferable ;  and  yet  he  had  fe^n 
only  a  fmall  number  of  cattle,  incapable 
of  fupplying  food  fo  fo  many  individuals. 
Hence  he  concluded  that  they  had  removed 
or  concealed  the  greater  part  of  their  herds :  a 
conjedlure  tliat  appeared  to  be  well  founded ; 
but  the  condud:  of  thefe  favages  afHiCted  more 
than  it  aftoniflied  me. 

Defirous^ 
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Defirous^  if  poffibl^r,  to  ^ut  m  /end  to  it^  ( 
aflemblied  the  Houzouanas,  pveiaAhti  to  them 
the  condud  which  I  wiihed  .them  to  dliferve 
towards  the  horde,  and  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  if  they  gave  occafion  for  the  flight- 
eft  complaint,  they  would  not  only  forfeit  my 
fiiendfliip^  but  that  I  wcHild  unite  wttb  the 
horde  to  exterminate  them  even  to  the  laft 
man.  They  protefted  that  they  woyld  ftriflly 
a^ere  to  what  they  had  promifed;  and  I 
muft  here  repeat,  that  during  the  whole  of 
their  ftay  with  me,  they  never  once  ^ed  in 
their  engagements* 

Being  perfiedly  eafy  ki  regard  to  the  Hourr 
zouanas,  my  next  buiinefs  was  to  remove  the 
^iflruft  of  the  hord6 ;  and  with  this  view  I 
rq)air€d,  witliout  a  fingle  attendant,  inftantly 
to  the  kraal.  The  confidence  which  this  ftep  , 
announced  on  Yny  part  diflipated  their  fears, 
and prefeotly  there  waseftablifhed  between  us 
a  perfea  union.  Their .  flo<?ks  and  herds  re- 
appeftPfd.  In  the  evening  they  came  to  my 
camp  with  fon\e  milk  )  and  they  brought  mq 
eren  a  few  iheep,  for  which  I  paid  th^m  iibe-r 
rally  in  tobacco.  I  bought  alfo  iive  oxen  and 
four  CQws^  which  I  immediately  delivered  to 
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the  Houiouanas^  thereby  fulfilling  the  engago* 
ment  into  which  I  had  entered  with  them« 
In  ftiort,  the  whole  horde  came  the  next 
morning,  with  the  utmoft  cordiality  and  kind- 
ne(s,  to  vifit  me. 

To  ftrengthen  thefe  fentiments  of  frater- 
nity,  I  prapofed  a  grand  hunting  party,  to 
which  every  perfon-  fhould  be  admitted  with- 
out exception.  We  killed  on  this  occafioa 
abundance  of  antelopes ;  and,  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  game,  I  gave,  as  will  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  a  liberal  fupply  tp  all  the  inhabitants 
pf  the  horde. 

The  reft  which  my  cattle  enjoyed  during; 
my  abode  with  thefe  people,  and  the  excel- 
lent paftarage  which  they  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood^ foon  reftored  them  to  their  former 
condition.  There  was  nothing,  therefore, 
to  retard  my  departure ;  and  I  was  un4er  the 
lefs  uncafinefs  refpeding  my  future  route,  as 
the  Bfjjfomenf  S^^Ay  every  where  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mountain?,  was  in  full  blocwn. 
.  Before  I  quitted  thp  horde,  I  wlfhed  to  dq 
them  a  farther  kindaefs;  apjd  \  propo&d  that 
fhcy  ibould  enter  into  a  treaty  qf  peace  and 
.  gJ|Unp?   with  thp  Hop2!Oi;ana^ :  ^  treaty  |it 
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which  neither  crowned  heads  nor  ambafTadors 
would  affift ;  but  which,  by  a  pledge  fimplc 
asui  patriarchal,  might  be  maintained  as  invio- 
late, and  rendered  perhaps  more  durable, 
than  by  the  pompous  words  humanity,  juftice, 
and  honour,  fo  often  employed  to  maik  per- 
fidy and  falfehood*  The  Houzouanas  offered 
to  accede  to  it ;  and  the  other  party  were  ioo 
much  interefted  in  its  conclufion  not  to  con^ 
fent  alfo.  The  pledge  was  an  ox  and  twa 
fheep,  which  the  horde  gave  to  the  Houzou- 
anas; and  the  two  nations  promifed  to  be 
friends,  or  rather  one  of  the  two  engaged  to 
live  at  peace  with  the  othen 

Upon  quitting  the  horde,  we  continued  our 
march  for  nine  miles  together  without  halting, 
following  the  finuofities  of  the  chain  of  moun« 
tains;  and,  juft  ,as  it  was  dark,  arrived  at  a 
fpring  containing  water  fufficient  to  form  a 
rivulet,  which  was  overlhaded  by  mimofas* 
We  had  fcarcely  approached  it  when  we  weref 
.  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a  loud  noife.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  a  herd  of  wild  animals,  which, 
having  taken  up  their  ftation  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivulet,  as  Ibon  as  they  perceived  us  be- 
took themfelves  to  flight. 

P  4  Defiroug 
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^  Defifoos  of  knowing  with  what  ncighfeourt 
^or  what  enemies  we  had  tq  ckal^  I  procared  a 
Ught^  and  perceived  through  the  fmoke  that 
the  fugitives  were  elephants^  B7  our  fires, 
however,  and  by  difchtrging  a  few  volleys 
from  time  to  time,  wc  fooa  got  rid  of  thenif 
and  paifed  the  night  in  tolerable  quiet* 

When  day  appeared,  I  found  that  the  ximn 
of  mountains  altered  its  diredion,  and  fliretched 
to  the  weft  till  it  diiappearcd  fnom  the  view. 
My  firft  pktn  had  been  to  advance  to  that 
quarter ;  but  I  could  not,  ac  prefent,  perfevere 
in  it,  without  cxpofmg  myfelf  and  people  to 
the  danger  of  that  horrid  peAilencc  which 
ravaged  the  country.  I  confulted,  therefore, 
my  Houzouanas  as  to  what  route  remained  by 
which  to  reach  Fi(h-River ;  for,  eventually. 
It  was  there  I  wiQied  to  arive,  and  it  was 
there  alfothey  had  agreed  to  ccmdu<ll  me. 

My  demand  cpuld  not  fail  to  give  them  (a'» 
tisfaftion,  fince,  by  putting  it  in  their  power 
to  guide  me  to  the  river  by  the  fhorteft  road, 
they  would  be  the  fooner  able  to  difcharge 
their  engagement,  and  the  fooner  at  liberty  to 
go  in  fearch  of  their  companions,  and  return 
to  their  home. 

They 
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They  f^pM^  that  the  rirer  Ptk  tm  tihe 
other  fide  of  the  mouataiM  behind  VBi  that  if 
I  would  truft  my£elf  ta  th^  care,  ^d  z/giett 
to  crofs  the  chain^  they  wrovkd  in  t^o  days 
bring  me  to  its  banks ;  that  they  were  ae* 
qnainted  wilh  the  defiks,  thrott^  which  they 
pledged  diemfdvei  to  coniey  my  baggage  ivt 
perfe£t  fafety ;  and  that  the  firft  day,  perkaips^ 
wcmid  ^enable  me  to  judge  whether  they^w«e 
people  who  kjiew  bow  to  difd^arge  didr  pro^ 
mifes. 

For  mylelf,  having  found  them  liitherto  tena* 
dous  of  their  word,  I  had  no  doubt  of  their 
fidelity,and  r^foived^'with  the  fuUeftconfidence^ 
to  give  myfelfup  to  their  diredioB*  Thb,hov* 
ever,  was  not  the  cafe  with  my  people.  Their 
akrm  revived,  and  they  again  imagined  them^ 
fdves  loft  The  Gt^eater  Nimiquas,  a  timid 
race,  incapable  of  aSion  in  the  time  of  danger^ 
and  always  ready  to  be  firi^litetted  at  ihadows, 
were  ilill  the  firft  to  difieminate  terron  The 
fires  which  the  Houzooanas  every  evening 
kindled  on  the  eminences  around  us,  had  been 
to  them  an  object  of  continual  dread.  In  their 
opink>n,  ihey  were  fignals  made  to  call  in 
^dier  marauders,  and  give  them  notice  of  the 

moment 
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moment  when  they  werfe  to  attack  us.  That 
moment  they  faid  was  approaching ;  for  they 
were  fure,  when  led  into  the  impaflable  defiles 
of  the  mountains,  that  we  Ihould  all  one  after 
anothcF  be  maflacred. 

>  Though  this  terror  appeared  to  me  abfurd, 
I  could  employ  no  argument  to  remove  it 
)>ui  the  favourable  opinion  I  entertained  of  the 
Houzouanas.  However,  before  I  undertook 
fo'lia^ardous  a  journey,  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  which  were  unknown  to  us,  I  con- 
ficived  it  prudent  to  leara  whether  I  could 
depend  upon  any  of  my  people,  and  whether 
the  fear  manifefted  by  the  Nimiquas  was  gene- 
ral in  my  camp. 

I  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  interrogate 
Klaas,  the  mod  faithful  and  moil  fagacious  of 
all  my  troop,  and  who,  on  that  account, 
was  become  my  counfelldr  and  friend.  I  afked 
him  if,  during  his  intercourfe  with  the  Hou^ 
zouanas,  and  thetnany  opportunities  he  muft 
have  had  of  obferving  their  conduA,  he  had 
fyen  any  thing  that  ought  ,io  infpire  me  with 
diftruft  refpefting  their  propofal ;  any  thing 
chat  fhould  lead  me  to  apprehend  that,  by 
means  of  their  Cgnals,  they  bad  kept  up  a 
7  corr?- 
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ieorrefpondence^with  their  friends,  ;ind  in. 
tended  to  entice  us  among  the  mountains^ 
ivhere^  Having  feparated  us  from  each  other, 
it  would  be  eafy  for  them,  to  deftroy  us. 

Klaas^  fo  far  from  being  intimidated,  eiw 
deavoured  to  infpireme  with  greater  confi-s- 
dence*     He  juftly  obferved,  that  the  Houzoo- 
anas,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
jcondudted  themfdves,  had  fufficiently  proved 
that  they  could  have  harboured  againft  us  no 
perfidious  defign ;  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
journey,  inftead  of  walking  and  confulting  to- 
gether, they  always  intermixed  with  the  comi- 
pany,  vfcrt  always  the  firft  to  give  me  every 
affiftance  in  their  power,  to  look  after  my  cat- 
tle, to  ihare  in  the  labours   of  my  camp,  to 
brave  the  greateft  fatigue  in  order  to  fetch 
•water  from  the  fteepeft  rocks ;  that  as  to  the 
fires,  fo  alarming  to  my  people,  they  were  the 
fame  as  thofe  we  had  feen  kindled  at  a  diftance 
previous  to  our  arrival,  and  by  no  means  fig- 
n^ls  defigued  to  injur^e  us ;  in  ihort,  that,  at  ail 
events,  it  would  be  raoft  pradent    to  ad  as 
ufiial,  and   not  by  a  different  behaviour  give 
them  reafon  to  iufpcd  that  we  were  afraid  of 
pr  wiQipd  to  ^yoid  tbepi, 

ThU 
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This  I^^iguage,  from  a  »aa  io  ohCprvuit^ 
^thfid,  and  intrqpid,  fixed  my  refolttdoo.  k 
vras  of  Ikde  imponance  to  mc,  whether  the 
Nimiquas  and  othcn  of  tiie  fame  character 
^ere  afraid  or  not,  or  whedier  they  followed 
me  or  ftaid  hebind.  I  was  (Ictermined  to  pur- 
iue  the  route  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  Hoi»- 
'zouanas,  and  to  abandoti  myielf  entirety  to 
their  direction.  Beiides^  I  was  certain  that^ 
when  I  iet  out,  my  poltroons  would  jnfalHibly 
accompany  m^ ;  which  was  really  the  ca(e. 

None  but  a  nation,  a&ive  and  inde^itigabl^ 
es  the  Houzouanas,  would  have  attempted  to 
crofs  thefe  mountains,  or  have  fucceeded  19 
their  ent«-prife.  For  my  part,  I  foon  found 
{0  many  obftacles  smd  embarraffments,  that, 
tmattended  by  fuch  guides, '  I  fredy  confix  I 
ihould  iiave  confulered  the  undertaking  as  the 
height  of  fplly,  and  given  inftant  orders  to  my 
people  to  return. 

The  Houzouanas  themfelves  had  even  ex* 
pedled  this  ;  and  they  en4eavoured,  in  evoy 
poiBble  way,  to  animate  and  encourage  us^ 
I  faw  them  run  on  before,  afoend  the  higheft 
peaks  to  difcover  the  eafieft  parages,  and  re- 
turn alertly  to  point  them  out  10  us.     They 

cared 
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Cared  tM  iskboot  doublklg  their  i^algjicg  pio^ 
Yided  they  csould  fiiw  ua^ni  any  difficulty  i 
and  they  difplayed  fo  much  intdKgcncc^  fo. 
much  zeal  ai^  attachments  that^  fitna  mere 
admiiiatioQ  of  then:  condu^  I  rras  ahnoft  m^ 
fthfible  to  the  pamfo)  and  dtftieffiikg  labour  of 
awina»rdi« 

It  was  the  fame  with  6ur  animals  As  my 
people  ware  not  m  a  condition  to  attend  them^ 
I  was  obliged  tb  Commit  them  entirely"  to  the 
dare  of  thefe  guides;  and  they  (hewed  the 
&me  iideEty  in  regard  to  this  part  of  my  x^ara-* 
Tan  as  tb  ourfelves.  Wtiilft  fome  dinedled 
us  acrofs  the  rayines,  the  narrow  d<$files  and 
Miired^  others  were  employed  in  cOndliAing 
our  loaded  oxen  oVer  the  tops  of  the  moun* 
taini«  Frbtri  the  bottom  of  the  rocks  which 
we  Were  climbing,  we  could  heat-  them  above 
us  encouraging' tbmi  by  their  cries ;  and  the 
ncH^s  it  Occaiionedv  the  firft  of  the  kind  per- 
haps' that  bad  evtt:.  difturbed  thefe  folitudes, 
was  ^e-echoed   from  the  furrounding,  cliffs.  -- 

The  wild  animals  were  frightened  by  it*   I  faw         ^ 
antelopes,  hyaenas,  and  even  tigers,  flying  froni 
us  at  a  diftanci,  atid  repairiiig  to  their  retreats. 
The  vulture  too  wbged  h|s  \tay  in  the  air, 

2  abandoa- 
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abandoning  his^ufiial  afyltim,  and  replying  t<^ 
^e  bellowing  of  my  animals  by  the  mod  hdt^ 
fid  croaking. 

Situated  as  wc  were,  thcf  vicinity  of  ferocious 
beads  gave  me  no  little  mieaOnefs.  Being, 
neceflarily  feparated  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
placp,  we  were  perfedWy  unable  to^ffili  each 
other,  andliad  therefore  every  thing  to  apprc- 
bend  iii  cafe  of  attack.  When  obliged  to'  paf» 
through  a  harrow  and  deep  defile,  weiirereex- 
pofed  to  a  danger  of  another  kind.  Ehclofed 
between  rocks  piled  one  upon  another;  and 
which  fomctimes  rofe  perpendicularly  to  the 
height  of  more  than  two  hundred  feet,  vae  raw 
the  riik  of  being  cruflied  to  at6ms  by  the  fall 
of  fofne  fragment,  detached  by  thofe  wha  were 
marching  above  us.  In  the  midft  of  theife 
dangers,  and  others  created -by  their  imagina-. 
tions,  my  poltroons  were  by  no  xtitaxis  « their 
eafe.  Confternation  was  painted  Iti  their 
countenances.  They  walked  alohg  ih  pro^ 
found  filence,  but  with' emotions  of  difqtiietud^f 
at  the  fame  time  that  amfiounced  uhcK|Uivot.' 
cally  the  ftate  of  their  minds. 

At  Idigth,  by  dint  of  clahtbering,  we  gained 

the  furtmit  of  the  chain;  which  the  fiarft  patrtybf 

^  my 


.    A  F  RICA;  iti 

jBiy  people  had  no  fooner  reached,  than,  cafihig 
their  eyes  downwards  to  the  ^lain  below,  they 
ihouted  for  joy,  as  if  they  had  efcaped  a  ihiii^ 
wreck. 

We  all  flocked  together,  and  the  joy  becamo 
general.     The  Houzouanas  fhared  in  tha ex- 
ultation, and.  pointed  out  to  me  with  fingtiiar 
delight  the  windings  of  the  river  in  the  plam^ 
and  the  trees  with  which  its  banks  w^re  bor- 
dered.    My  people  began  to  be.afliamcd  of  the 
fufpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the  fidelity 
of  thefe  men  ;   and  prefently  their  confidence 
was  fo  great  as  almoll  to  difpel  every  fhadow 
of  uneafinefs. 
:  It  now  remained  for  us  to   defcend  the 
mountain ;  and  we  expedled  here  a  repetition 
of.  the  fatigues  which  we  had  already  experi- 
enced in  afcending  it ;  but,  befides  that  the 
pleafiire  of  approaching  tl^e  end  of  our  jour-? 
pey  could  not  fail  to  foften  them,  we  had  rea* 
(pU;  to  conclude  that  they  woi^Id  be  much 
ffioijpr  at  an  end,  becaufe,  the  level  of  the  river 
Mp6  higher  than  th^  plain  on  the  oppofite 
fijiq,  jthe  fpac^  tft,  l>e  pafled  over  was  a  great 
deal  fhorter ;  and  we  found  alfo,   at  a  certain 
diJUiice  from- the  fpmmit,  a  convenient  llation 
I    .  for 
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for  haking.  It  wu  a  verdant  and  tlcHghtftil 
valleyi  watered  \>y  a  rivulet}  and  it  appejired 
the  nsdre  agreisdjlcy,  aft  amidft  thj^fe  hideous 
mountains  we  had  feen  before  nothing  but 
objeCkft)  of  horroir* 

At  figbt  of  this  charming  valley,  my  petj^ 
pie  forgot  all  their  paft  fafcigaesy  and  were 
equally  regardleis  of  thofe  that  were  to  coine^ 
The  vicinity  even  of  tigers,  wh|£h  had  fa 
much  frigbieoed  them,  no  longer  engaged 
their  thotighcB.  They  all  joined  in  requefting 
that  I  would  (lop,  and  allow  them  to  pafs  the 
night  in  this  ddightful  fpot}  to  which  I  con^ 
iented  the  more  readily,  as  it  afforded  e^^d*-' 
lent  water  for  ourfelves  and  very  good  paftu* 
rage  for  ray  cattle. 

While  my  catop  Was  prepAring^  I  afeend^^ 
ed  the  rivulet,  to  recreate  myfelf  witk  the 
beaitties  of  its  banks.  After  a  few  wimlingi 
I  arrived  at  a  rock,  hollowed  in  the  ihape  of  a 
grotto,  where  the  ftream  took  its  rife,  and 
where  its  cool  limpid  water  formed  a  b^fon* 
And'  hef e,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  I  could  not 
rtfift  the  temptation  of  enjoyiiig  the  pieafttre 
of  the  bath. 

This  relief  comforted  and  refrelhed  me  i 

and 
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i^ncl  i  quitted  the  grotto,  after  leaving  my  name 
infcribed  on  that  vhrgin  rock^  which  before 
had  perhaps  never  been  vifited  by  human 
:being. 

In  the  night  the  Houzouanas  ran  to  my  tent, 
-with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  to  inform 
me,  that  they  had  at  length  perceived  the  fig* 
nals  of  their  comrades ;  and  they  pointed  out 
to  me,  in  the  north-weft  point  of  the  horizon, 
fires,  which  they  faid  were  made  by  one  of 
their  hordes,  and  which  they  had  anfwered, 
letting  the  horde  know  that  they  vt^ould  join 
it  on  the  evening  of  tbp  next  day  but  one. 

Had  my  company  been  lefe  numerous,  I 
.vould  gladly  have  remained  a  week  by  this 
.  delightful  brook,  and  near  the  qool  grotto  with 
which  I  had  been  fo  much  pleafed.  But  moft 
of  my  people  were  eager  to  return  home ;  the 
river  they  had  in  view  inqreafed  their  impa- 
tience ;  and  the  next  morning  they  fhowed 
as  much  ardour  for  departing,  as  they  had  ex« 
prelTed  unwillingnefs  the  day  before  to  quit 
the  brook.  Accordingly  I  affented  to  their 
wifh  ;  and  about  noon  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  4nuch-defired  river,  without  meeting 

Vol.  III.  CL  with 
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with  the  leaft  accident  in  tlie  arduous  paflage 
of  the  mountains. 

The  Greater  Nimiquas  now  began  to 
breathe,  and  to  recover  from  their  fright.  The 
firft  day  of  our  expedition,  they  preferved  a 
gloomy  filence,  and  were  penfive  and  melan- 
choly, as  if  leading  to  execution."  On  the  fe- 
cond,  when  they  perceived  the  plain,  their 
brows  began  to  unbend  a  little,  and  I  perceived 
they  had  acquired  fufficient  confidence  t?o 
whifper  each  other  in  the  ear.  But  when,,  ar- 
rived at  the  river,  they  breathed  their  native 
.air,  and  faw  again  a  country  they  knew, 
cheerfulnefs  and  a  ferife  of  fecurity  overfpread 
their  countenances,  and  they  recovered  for  the 
firft  time  their  fpeech  and  their  wonted  loofcs. 
You  would  have  faid,  that,  b<^ng  on  their  own 
dunghill,  they  no  longer  feared  thofe  terribJe 
Houzouanas,  in  whofe  company  they  had  fo 
trembled. 

The.  next  morning  the  Houzouanas  an- 
nounced to'  me,  that  they  (hould  depart  and 
join  their  comrades.  I  had  nothinjg  more  to 
afk  of  them,  as  they  had  performed  theit*  pro- 
mife :  yet  I  was  not  willing  that  thefe  faith- 

.      ful 
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hi\  and  intr&pid  guides  fhould  leave  me,  with- 
out giving  them  fome  teftimony  of  my  fati£> 
fadion  and  gratitude  j  but  I  was  in  doubt:  what 
Vnould  be  moft  agreeable  to  them* 

My  ftock  of  tobacco  was  fo  diminifhed, 
th^t  I  had  been  obliged  for  fome  time  ^to  be 
ftridly  economical  in  my  diftributions:  befides, 
thefe  fobter  men,  leading  a  wandieririg  life  at 
fuch-  a  diftance  from  the  colony,  are  fo  ac- 
cuftpmed  to  do  without  it,  that  the  want  of  it 
cofts  them  little*  On  glafs  beads  they  fet 
fcarcdy  any  value.  What  would  have  been 
moft  acceptable  to  them  was  a  kniffe :  but  I  had 
not  much  more  than  half-a-dozen  left,  and  of 
courfe  I  could  not  give  one  to  each.  I  re- 
folved,  therefore,  to  diftribute  four  among 
ftem  ;  and,  that  no  one  might  have  reafon  to 
be  diifatisfied,  I  propofed  that  they  (hould  fhooc 
at  a  mark,  and  that  the  four  who  came  neareft 
to  it  (hould  each  have  a  knife. 

This  exercife  was  a  fort  of  feftival  for  my 
caravan.  For  my  own  part,  exclnfive  of  the 
amufement  I  expeded  from  it,  it  would  teach 
me,  from  their  addrefs  in  handling  their  arm^ 
how  far  the  Hcuzouanas  were  formidable; 
and  I  fbould  fix  in  their  memories  an  event, 

0^2  which 
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which  would  give  them  reafop  to  talk  (>f  me 
for  a  long  time,  aod  make  me  kaowa  to  their 
nation,  if,  as  I  hoped,  I  ;fliould.revifit  it* 

My  propoifal  was  received  with  a  (hout  of 
joy.  The  Hottentot  alone  appeared  diflfatisfied 
with  it,  becaufe,  coofcious  he  was  the  leaft  ex- 
pert markfman,  he  defpaired  of  obtaining  a 
prize.  If  I  had  xeceived  fervices  from  the 
Honzonanas,  I  was  more  inddbted  for  thefe 
fervices  to  their  natural  dtfpoi^tion  than  to  him, 
who,  beii^  a  ftranger  lately  fettled  in  the  horde, 
could  have  little  influence  with  regard  to  their 
treatment  of  me.  Yet,  as  he  had  been  ufeful 
to  me  in  the  charadcr  of  an  interpjreter,  and  as 
it  was  he  who  had  ^principally  given  me  an  ac« 
xount  of  the  nation,  I  conceived  that  I  owed 
iiim  fome  acknowledgment,  and  therefore 
promifed  him  a  knife. 

Our  fire-arms  are  fo  certain,  in  confequcnce. 
of  thcu:  fight  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  pointed  at  an  obje£t,  that  in  reality 
it  is  almoftia  difgrace  to  a  man  not  to  be  dex- 
terous  in  the  ufe  of  them.  It  is  not  fo  with  the 
bow ;  and,  unle&  the  lavage  (hoot  at  an  object 
perpendicularly  over  his  head,  the  fufileer  has 
,an  infinite  advantage  over  him,  particularly  if 

the 


A  F  R  I  C^A.  229 

the  objed  at  which  he  alms  be  iituated  in  an 
horizontal  diredion. 

In  this  cafe,  unlefs  thp  dlftan^ebe  very  fhort, 
the  arrow  cannot  go  point-blank  to  the  mark ; 
but,  to  hit  it,  mud  defcribe  a  parabola,  to  de-- 
termine  the  elements  of  which  requires  a  com-^ 
plicated  calculation* 

Another  necefTary  point  to  be  confidered  is^ 
the  esead  force  that  muft  be  given  to  the  a|v 
TOW,  that  it  may  neither  go  beyond  nor  fatt 
fliort  of  the  mark. 

Finally,  a  third  indifpenfable  circumflanc^ 
to  be  known  is  the  altitude  of  the  curve,  that 
h  to  fay,  the  compound  refult  of  the  force  and 
difltance. 

To  expl^n  myfelf  more  clearly: — Suppole 
the  mark  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  diftance  } 
in  this  cafe  the  lefs  radius  of  the  parabola, 
whatever  be  its  extent,  muft  have  one  third  of 
the  length  of  the  greater  diameter  j  or,  in  other  ' 
words,  the  moft  elevated  point  of  the  courfe  of 
the  arrow  muft  be  fifty  feet.  It  is  neceflary 
too,  that  this  point  divide  the  diameter  of  the 
diftance  nearly  into  two  equal  parts ;  fince,  if 
the  arrow  furmount  this  point,  It  will  go  be* 

0^3  yo«d 
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yond,  and,  if  it  pafs  below  it,  will  fall  (hort, 
of  the  mark. 

The  waiy  of  life  I  have  fp  long  led  has  given, 
me  fome  experience  of  the  theory  as  well  a8 
pradkice  of  thi$  art.  My  moft  intimate  friends 
know,  that  I  haye  often  brought  down  fwallows 
flying,  by  blowing  an  arrow  through  a  tube : 
and  they  have  feea  me  many  times  cut  a  ball 
in  two  on  the  edge  of  a  knife  which  I  have  fet 
up  as  a  mark.  I  alfo  handle  the  bow  with  con* 
fiderable  dexterity:  for  in  my  childhood  I 
learned  the  ufe  of  this  weapon  apiong  the 
young  Caribs  at  Surinam,  and  I  afterwards 
improved  myfelf  in  its  ufe  during  my  travel^ 
in  Africa  as  often  as  I  found  an  opportunity, 
and  fometimps  difputcd  the  palm  with  the 
fbleft  Hottentot  markfrneq. 

The  favage  knows  nothing  of  the  theory, 
of  which  I  have  juft  hinted  at  a  few  of  the 
principles  :  but  by  practice  and  experience  he 
acquires  aftonifliing  ability.  What  indeed' may 
not  be  expeded  from  people,  who,  having  no 
means  of  defending  their  lives  or  procuring 
fubfiftence  but  their  bow,  accuftom  themielves 
to  handle  it  from  their  earlieft  ipf^ncy  ? 

I  have 
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J  ha^e  obferved  that  the  Hottentots  on  the 
leaft  are  in  general  very  adroit  in  the  ufe  of  the 
bow ;  hut  none  of  them  equal  the  Houzouanas. 
With  thefe  the  pradice  of  the  bow  is  become 
an  art ;  and  this  art  is  even  a  branch  of 
Aeir  military  exercife,  as  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  convincing  myfelf  by  this  fliooting- 
match. 

Tlie  mark  was  4  black  circular  fpot  made 
with  charcoal  on  the  white  inner  bark  of  a 
large  mimofa,  which  Icaufed  tobe  divefted  of 
its  outer  rind,  I  left  the  candidates  to  fix 
among  themfelves  the  diftance  from  which 
they  would  (hoot,  an4  this  they  afcertained  by 
a  {hallow  treach,  wbicli  no  on?  was  allowed  to 
overftep. 

Thcfe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  ali  ran  to 
the  appointed  fpot ;  but  without  order,  and 
uttering  exclamations  of  joy,  as  it  each  were 
going  to  certain  victory. 

Every  one  then  feledted  from  his  quiver  the 
arrow  which  he  thought  fitted  for  fecuring  the 
prize :  and  the  precautions  they  took  in  mak- 
ing this  choice,  the  care  with  which  they  exa- 
minejj  ^^^^?  arrows  one  after  another,  and 
the  attention  with  which  they  fitted  them  to 
0^4  their 
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theit  bows  and  poifed  them  in  their  hanlsi 
were  very  remarkable. 

The  arrow  being  fcle€led,  they  placed  it  on 
their  bow:  then  they  would  crouch  down  with 
their  head  between.their  knees  like  frogs,  leap 
and  fpring  from  fide  to  fide,  as  if  to  avoid  the 
arrows  of  their  enemies,  make  feints,  take  aim 
at  the  mark,  draw  near  the  trench,  recede  from 
it,  and  take  a  hundred  different  attitudes,  which 
atfirft  appeared  to  me  the  tricks  of  a  jack* 
pudding,  hut  which  were  in  reality  employed 
for  the  purpofe  of  cftimating  the  fituation  and 
diftance  of  the  objeA. 

Every  inftant  I  expeded  from  their  motions 
they  were  going  to  flioot :  but  fudd^nly  they 
would  retire  back,  begin  again  their  move-- 
snents  and  feints,  and  difcharge  their  arrowy 
when  I  Icaft  expeded  it.  At  length,  when 
they  had  all  fliot  for  the  firft  prize,  I  gave  a 
knife  to  him  whofe  arrow  had  come  pearefl: 
to  the  centre  of  the  mark. 

The  fame  proceeding  took  place  for  each  of 
the  other  three  prizes.  Every  time  ^  knife  was  to 
be  (hot  for,  the  remaining  bownjen  employed 
the  fame  manoeuvres :  but,  as  the  prizes  dimi-* 
jiiihed  in  number,  they  redoubled  their  ardour 

and 
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and  a£fcmty ;  and,  during  more  than  thret 
quarters  of  an  hour  that  the  Iport  lafted,  they^ 
difplayed  before  me  all  the  feints,  evolutions^ 
and  ftratagems,  of  thdr  art  of  wan  • 

1  his  exercife  did  not  end  with  the  diflri- 
budon  of  the  four  prizes,  Thofc  who  were 
unfuccefsful  fliir  continued  to  fhoot ;  and  I 
could  not  obferve  without  laughing,  that  &-» 
veral  of  them,  after  having  hit  the  circle,  were 
in  a  paffion  with  themfelyes  for  having  aimed 
k  ill  when  there  was  fomethtng  to  be  gained, 
and  fo  well  when  it  was  fo  no  purpofe. 

In  my  turn,  to  fhow  them  what  I  coi^  do, 
I  placed  myfelf  at  the  trench  with  my  larg0 
carbine,  and  fired  feveral  balls,  each  of  which 
hit  the  mark. 

Not  contented  with  fhowing  them  my  owa 
fuperiority,  I  waj  defirous  rf  convincing  them 
Cf  that  of.  my  arms*  For  this  purpofe,  1  took 
aim  at  a  rock  four  hundred  paces  diilant.  At 
every  (hot  I  flruck  off  from  it  a.fplinter,  and 
at  every  fhot  I  obferved  the  aftoni(hed  favagea 
feeking  to  divine  from  my  countenance  by 
what  inconceivable  magic  I  produced  fuch  aa 
effed,  fo  fpeedily  and  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 

To  heighten  their  a(loni£bment,  I  placed 

them 
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tfaem  all  in  a  line  fide  by  fide,  and,  flaiididg  at 
%  diftapce,  I  put  into  my  carbine  a  large  chairge 
q{  powder  and  a  ball  with  a  hole  through 
it;  and  then  firmg,  I  made  the  ball  whizz 
over  their  heads. 

The  whizzing,  which  they  heard  before  the 
report  of  the  carbine,  ftupefied  them  with 
wonder.  They  doubted  not  but  I  could  fend 
a  ball  asYar  as  I  pleafed,  and  that  this  had  gone 
to  take  effed  at  an  immeafurable  diftance. 

Thefe  experiments,  added  to  othfsr  ^xploitt 
they  had  oftpn  fecn  me  perform,  fuch  as  bring-: 
ing  down  fmall  birds  on  the  wipg,  and  eveq 
beetles,  gave  them  a  high  opinion  of  my  fu- 
periority. 

Having  thus  imprefled  on  their  minds,  an 
exalted  idea  of  my  power,  I  reprefented  to 
them  how  prudently  they  had  aded  in  receiv-r 
ing  me  with  friendfliip,  and  how  rafh  it  would 
be  in  any  of  their  hordes  to  provoke  my  wrath 
by  offending  *  me.  I  defired  them  to  warn 
their  countrymen  of  the  rifk  they  would  run 
on  fuch  an  occafion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I 
affured  them,  that,  wherever  I  met  any  of 
them,  I  fliould  always  endeavour  to  make 
them  my  friends,  as  I  had  aded  by  their  horde. 

Finally, 
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Finally,  I  reminded  them  of  thesfervices  I  h^d 
been  fo  eager  to  render  them»  and  warmly 
thanked  them  for  thofe  they  l^ad  rendered  me 
in  their  turn. 

This  produced  the  effeft  I  expected.  They 
^11  renewed  their  profeilions  of  friendihip  and 
attachment,  both  in  their  own  name  aQ4  that 
pf  their  comrades.  The  women  themielves 
pointing  to  the  jewels  and  ornaments  I  had 
beftowed  op  them,  gave  me  to  underftand^ 
that  they  would  confider  it  as  a  duty  to  wear 
them,  that  all  the  Hoq^ouanas  might  leam 
to  know  the  white  man,  the  &iend  of.  th^ 
pation. 

I  was  much  flattered  by  thefe  expreffions  of 
gratitude,  from  which  I  derived  the  more 
pleafure,  as  they  proceeded  from  thofe  who 
bad  hot  fh^red  in  the  prizes  of  knives  which  I 
had  fo  recently  didribqted. 

As  a  compenfation  for  this,  I  added  liberally 
to  thp  orpam.ents  I  had  already  beftowed  on 
them,  others  of  the  fame  kind,  with  which  they 
yrere  highly  pleafed.  The  company  of  the 
women  of  my  cairavan  had  given  them  fome 
tafte  for  drefs.  They  were  proud  of  thus 
prpamcnting  themfelvcs  before  their  hufbands, 
N  who 
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who  feemed,  oa  account  of  it»  to  like  them  the 
better ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to  the  other 
Houzouana  women  of  the  country  they  would 
become  objects  of  admiration  and  envy.  De- 
lightful amufement !  Enchanting  moments  ! 
In  what  a  world,  and  under  what  laws,  mud 
I  regret  your  lofs ! 

I  could  have  wiflxeS^to  reclaim  the  Hottentot 
from  the  wandering  life  he  had  ^ntbra^ed; 
which  I  urged  him  to  quit,  offering  to  condud 
him  back  to  the  plantations  with  me:  but  he 
fteadily  refufed  to  comply  with  my  folicita- 
tions.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  young  children^ 
from  whom  he  could  not  part ;  and  this  motive 
rendered  his  determination  refpedable  in  n>y 
eyes.  In  that  country  the  fentiments  of  nature 
are  not  learned  from  books,  nor  is  it  neceffary 
to  write  a  volume  in  order  to  (how  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  When  we  parted,  the  people 
of  the  horde  prefled  my  hand,  and  even  my 
cowards  joined  in  die  ceremony.  Yet  I  per- 
ceived,  on  more  faces  than  one,  an  expreflion 

c 

ef  pleafure  at  being  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  fear;  and  that  fo  many  fervices,  and  fd 
much  friendfhip  and  confidence,  had  not  beeA 
abk  totally  to  eradicate  prejudice  from  every 

7  heart. 
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htifU  Alas !  how  mifchievoua  ia  its  eScOs 
and  how  difficult  to  countei^^,  is  cogfiQMii 
fame ! 

For  myfelf,  who,  far  froinieariag  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  had  felt  pleafure  from  their  fociety, 
and  entertained  an  affedion  for  them,  I  once 
more  confefs  that  I  did  not  part  from  them 
without  regret ;  tibat  I  found  them  an  adive^ 
laborious,  and  intelligent  race  of  men^  ever 
ready  to  oblige  in  Ipite  of  obl):ade9^  and  fu« 
perior  to  other  favi^es  both  in  .courage  and 
ability. 

What  indeed  particularly  iafpired  me  wich 
a  prediledion  in  their  fsivour,  was  their  open 
ia>d  Jmiling  countenance.  Such  is  the  habitual 
ilate  of  their  features^  that  the  gloomy  and 
dubious  impreffion  of  uneafmefs  and  miflruft 
is  never  perceptible  on  them.  The  Hou- 
zouana,  it  is  true^  has  violent  pafTions^  and^ 
y^hen  he  is  under  their  influence,  they  are  de- 
pided  on  his  countenance  in  a  forcible  and 
ilriking  manner ;  but  the  ftorm  is  of  fhort  du« 
ration ;  he  Toon  comes  to  himfclf,  and  his  face 
4nftantly  refumes  the  exprefllon  of  his  frant^ 
unfufpeding,  and  loyal  mind. 

Among  all  the  other  African  nations,  almofl: 

with- 
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Ivlthbut  txfcfeption,  I  found  an  imbecile  ftii- 
pdity,  ^hich  HisLde  them  enraptured  with 
every  thing  I  carried  with  me  for  my  ufe; 
The  Hd02ouatia6  toiitemplated  them  with 
thoie  emotions  of  curiofity  '^hich  every  pro- 
duiStioh  of  induftry  Would  naturally  exfcite  in  a 
people  deftitute  of  arts ;  bttt  this  curiofiry  was 
neither  flupid  admiratibn  nor  the  childifh  de^ 
fire  of  iaTages  in  general; 

Nothing  filled  them  With  feal  ailohifhihent 
but  my  fi»»arms.  During  the  wholfe  time 
they  were  with  mfe,  thefe  were  the  fubje^s  of 
their  attention  ahd  difcourfe;  But  it  is  to  be 
obij^ed,  I  had  endeavoured  to  infpire  them 
with  the  greateft  terror  by  difplaying  their 
effeSs.  I  ne\rer  fuffered  them  to  touch  my 
fufees,  and  I  was  particularly  careful  not  to 
Ihow  them  the  mode  of  ufmg  them.  When 
once  they  had  imbibed  the  defire  of  poflefling 
them,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  long  before 
they  would  contrive  means  of  procuring  them ; 
and  then  how  dangerous  wouM  be  thefe  moun- 
taineers to  the  plantations,  and  even  to  thfe 
Cape  itfelf ;  fince,  fecure  from  attack  in  their 
mountains,  and  indefatigable  in  their  expedi- 
tions, their  nodurnal  and  unexpeded   attacks 

render 
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tender  them  already  irrefiftible  enemies!  Often 
have  I  rejoiced  that  the  nation  was  one  of  the 
pooreft  of  Africa  ;  and  that,  being  deflitttte  of 
every  thing,  it  had  nothing  to  barter  by  way 
irf  trade.  But  for  this,  fuch  of  the  colonifts 
who  follow  the  occupation  of  traverfing  the 
deferts,  would  perhaps  have  penetrated  as  far  as 
ihefe  people  J  perhaps  would  have  fupplied 
them  with  powder  and  fire-arms,  and  cer- 
tainly would  have  inftillcd  into  them  the  defire 
of  procuring  them ;  and  who  can  tell  to  whJit 
this  defire  would  have  led! 

Yet  thefe  formidable  people  in(pired  me 
with  more  love  and  efteem  than  any  other 
tribe  in  Africa,  With  them  I  would  have  un- 
dertaken without  fear  to  traverfe  the  whole  of 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  had  my  good  forturte 
permitted  me  to  know  them  fooner:  and  if 
ever  circumftances  allow,  me  to  refume  the 
projeiSt,  which  it  has  been  fo  painful  to  me  to 
relinquifli,  they  are  the  only  ones  that  IhilL 
be  my  companions  in  the  enterprife,  and  to 
them  alone  will  I  dire6i  my  fteps  without 
delay. 

From  the  pleafure  which  it  ftill  gives  me  to 
talk  of  them  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  pain 

I  felt 
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J  fdit  at  their  departure.  Duriagthe  remainder 
:ofthexiay,  i  oxperieaced  a  weaoibme  void; 
ibmcthing  ieemed  waating  to  me ;  and  the 
fads&dioa  that  their  abfence  afl»)rded  to  feve- 
ral  of  my  Hottentotif  did  but  increase  m^ 
▼exatioiu  They  exulted  as  if  they  had  car- 
ried their  point  againft  xne:  and  /aaded^ 
.now  the  Houzlmanas  were  gon^»  they  ihould 
Jbecome  again  as  necefiary  to  me  as  ever. 

Night  .gave  a  little  chedc,  tO  thb  infolet^t 
joy.  At  the  xtefe  of  day,  we  perceiv^  iir^ 
at  two  or  three  leagues  di^aoCe  on  our  ri^t; 
and  thefe  fires  abatjed  the\r  confidence  an^  re- 
vived their  fears  Probably  |hey  were  f^guals 
-  made  by  the  Hop?ouana8  who  had  left  n^e  to  i^i- 
form  their  x^omjades  of  their  fuuation.  But 
the  fmgle  idea  of  Houzouanas  was  fufficiefit 
to  excite  terror  in  my  troop.  My  people  had 
no  doubt  but  it  Was  a  new  horde,  by  which 
we  fliould  fpeedUy  be  attacked ;  a^d  in  con- 
fequence  they  all  fpent  the  night  on  the  watch, 
tormenting  and  perplexing  themfelves  with 
fmifler  conjedures.  For  my  part,  to  punifli 
them  for  their  infolence,  I  refolved  to  leave 
them  in  their  miftake.  I  even  pretended  ta 
be  of  their  6pinion  refpeding  the  fires,  and 

while 
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while  they  were  kept  awake  by  their  fears,  I 
retired  to  my  tent  to  flcep  in  tranquillity. 

This  anxious  night  ferved   but  to  increafe 
their   impatience    to    return    home.      Had   I 
liftened  to  thera,  I  (hould  have  fet  oflf  the  next 
morning   the  .  fliorteft  way   to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River.     But  I  had  not  yet  forgotteix 
the  pleafant  days  I  had  fpent  on  the  upper  part 
of  this  river,  and  I  was  not  defirous  of  quitting 
fo  haftily  the  banks  of  a  ftream,  near  which  I 
had  procured  fo  many  birds  for  my  colleftion^ 
and  the  water  and  paftures  of  which  could  alone 
recover  my  cattle  from  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone    I  was  refolved,  therefore,  to  follow 
its  courfe  for  fome  time  ;  and  the  very  next 
day  I  fpent  fix  hours  in  tracing  its  '^yind- 
ings- 

This  excurfion  afforded  me  feveral  new  fpe- 
cies  of  birds,  and  particularly  a  variety  of  the 
touraco,  different  from  that  which  I  faw  in 
the  Auteniqua  country.  The  fucceeding  days 
were  equally  fortunate,  and  added  alike  to 
my  pleafures,  my  acquifuions,  and  my  diP 
coveries. 

In  one  of  my  hunts  I  killed  a  monftrous 

boar,  altogether  different  from  any  known  fpe^ 

Vqju  IIL  k  clest 
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cics.  Its  fnout  inftead  of  being  taper  atfd  irif 
the  form  of  a  probofcis,  is  on  the  contrary 
very  broad  and  fquarc  at  the  end*  It  has  fmall 
eyes,  at  a  very  little  diftance  from  each 
other,  level  with  the  furface,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  forehead.  On*  each  che^k  a  very  thick 
cartilaginous  fkin  projeds  horizontally,  being 
about  three  inches  long  and  as  many  broad. 
At  firft  fight  you  would  be  tempted  to  take  thefe 
txcrefcences  for  the  cars ;  particularly  as  the 
real  ears  of  the  animal,  flicking  as  it  were  to^ 
the  neck  which  is  very  (hort,  are  partly  con- 
cealed by  an  enormous  mane,  the  briftles  of 
whichyin  colour  red,  browrr,  and  greyilh,  arfe 
fixteer^v  inches  in  length  on  the  fiioulders..  Di- 
redly  below  thefe  felfe  ears  is  a  bony  protube- 
rance cm .  each  fide,  projeding  more  than  a» 
inch,  ferving  the  animal  to  ftrike  with  to  the 
light  and  left.  The  boar  has,  befides^ four  tufks^i 
of  the  nature  of  ivory,  two  in  each  jaw :  the 
upper  ones  are  feven  or  eight  inches  long ; 
very  thick  at  the  bafe  and  terminating  in  ah 
obtufe  point,  grooved,  and  rifii^  perpendiW- 
larly  as  they  iffue  from  the  Rps :  the  lower 
ones  are  much  fmaller,  and  fo  clofe  to  the  up- 
per ones  when  the  mouth  is  ihut,  that  they 

appear 
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ftppeif  a^  one.     The  head  is  a  truly  hideoiis 
bbjed.     It  is   fcarcely  lefs  fo  than   that  of 
the  hippopotamus,  to  which  at  firft  fiev<r  it 
appears  to  have  a  ftriking  refemblance.     SyA 
tematifts,  accUftomed  to  View  nature  only  ac« 
tording  to  rules  eftabliflied   by  thecafelves, 
,  'Will  be  far  from  acknowledging  this  animal  to 
be  a  bdar :  for,  not  to  mention  its  large  filotifj 
k  Wants  incifive  teeth  in  both  jaws,    Notwith- 
ftanding  Its  wide  tnuzjlle,  it  ploughs  up  the 
earth  to  feek  for  roots,  on  which  it  feeds.     It 
Is  very  adiive,  though  large  and  bulky  j  run- 
hing  with  fiich  fpeed,  that  the  Hottentots  give 
it  the  name  of  the  runner.     Some  future  day 
t  fliall  return  to  this  ihterefting  quadruped : 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  (hall  here  give  a  plate 
of  a  young  one  which  I  have  in  my  colleftion*. 
Having  feeii  neither  the  mouth  hof  tKe 
foutce  of  Fifh- River,  I  cannot   fpeak  with 
certainty  of  its  fituation,  and  muft  rely  ott  fea- 

*  Baffbn  hat  given  a  figure  of  this  Cape  i>oar  from 
ptoicffox  Aliamahd,  iii  his  Supplement  to  his  Hiftory  of 
Quadrupeds,  vol.  v,  plate  1 1 ,  of  the  duodecimo  edition  : 
but  sotbing  like  tHe  head  of  this  animal  is  difcoveraUe 
in  the  figute,  ds  aH  its  charftderiftics  have  been  omitted  by 
the  draUghtfman. 

R  2  men 
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men  and  geographers,  at  leaft  for  what  regards 
the  place  where  it  pours  itfelf  into  the  fea.  I 
ftiall  only  remark,  that,  in  a  country  fo  irregular 
as  Africa,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  a  river 
which  runs  any  confiderable  way.  At  one 
time,  piercing  through  fteep  mountains  or 
lofmg  itfelf  under  rocks ;  at  another,  falling 
down  from  thepi  in  cafcades,  frequently  per- 
haps in  diverging  branches,  which,  when  they 
meet,  take  a  contrary  direftion,  and  return 
back  towards  its  fource ;  it  is  by  no  means 
cafy  to  trace  it  amid  fo  many  obfta^les.  To 
fucceed  in  this,  I  knCw  but  one  methqd,  which 
would  be  to  fet  out  from  the  fource  of  the  river, 
and  thence  to  travel  conftautly  along  its  banks, 
without  once  lofmg  fight  of  it.  But  who 
would  attempt  fuch  an  enterprife  ?  And,  were 
h  attempted,  would  it  always  be  pradiicable  ? 

At  my  third  encampment  by  this  river,  my 
Nimiquas  recoUeiSted  a  chain  of  very  lofty 
mcuntains,  the  pafturage  of  which  they  highly 
extolled;  and  added,  that  on  this  account  ihere 
was  almoft  always  a  horde  of  their  country- 
men flationed  there*  Thefe  praifes  were  not 
witlout  defign,  and  this  defign  it  was  eafy  to 
guefs ;  but,  as  it  accorded  with  my  own,  I 
-    *  made 
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made  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  it.  Accord* 
ingljr  I  decamped^  and  direfted  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains.  After  two  days  (hort jour- 
ney, we  arrived  io  a  pleafant  valley,  fhaded  by 
a  prodigious  number  of  mimofas  in  full  bloom, 
and  where  we  found  feveral  herds  of  cattle, 
which  denoted  fome  Hottentots  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood* 

The  Nimiquas  having  advanced  with  Klaas 
to  announce  my  coming,  we  fooh  faw  the 
whole  horde  approaching.  At  this  light  my 
people  exprefled  the  higheft  joy.  You  would' 
have  faid,  that,  after  having  efcaped  from 
aflaflins,  they  had  found  protestors  to  place 
their  lives  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  They  con- 
gratulated each  other,  fqueezed  the  hands 
of  the  new  comers,  prefled  them  to  their  breafts, 
and  overwhelmed  them  with  exprellions  of 
friendfhip.  Had  they  been  their  acquaintance 
or  relations,  they  could  not  have  difplayed 
more  tranfport.  The  beauty  of  the  paftures, 
which  every  where  covered  the  feet  of  the 
mountains,  made  us  refolve  to  fpend  a  few  days 
near  the  horde. 

When  my  tent  was  eredled,  the  chief  of 

the  horde  came  to  fee  m^,  and  give  me  very 

R  3  agreeable 
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agreeable  n^ws  of  my  camp  on  Omnge-RiveF^ 
where  no  difafter  bad  happened  during  my 
abfence,  a8  he  learned  from  the  people  of 
another  horde,  who  had  gpne  thither  to  ex- 
change cattle  for , tobacco,  He  would  gladly 
have  fent  thither  fome  of  his  people  alfo  foe 
the  fame  purpofe,  as  there  was  pot  a  fiaprle^ 
of  tobacco  in  his  kraal ;  but  an  alarming  cir« 
cumftar^ce  kept  him  in  continual  f!e;;ir,  and 
prevented  him  from  weakening  his  company^ 
which  was  not  numerous,  by  (ietpci^iflg  frpn^ 
it  ^  party  of  men. 

A  lion  and  lioqefs  had  for  fome  time  taken 
up  their  abode  pear  the  horde,  in  an  impdie? 
trabie  thicket  whiph  he  poipted  cut  to  met* 
The  Jiorde  had  endeavoured  to  diflodge  them, 
but  in  vJHii  J  and  they  ftill  retained  poflTeifipp  of 
their  fortiefs.  Every  night  they  iffued  fprtl^ 
tp  attick  not  the  herd  P|ily,  but  even  th?  n^n  ^ 
and  the  veTj  night  before  my  arrival  thiey  hjui 
carried  cffzn  px.  Full  of  hope  and  confidf nc^ 
in  my  fire-arms,  the  ?thief  cpngratulated  \dn\,* 
felf  on  my  copiing,  and  requefted  me  tP  eipr^ 
pl6y  my  weapons  to  deliver  them  from  foch  f^ 
fcourge,  not  doubting  but  I  ih$uld  fe^ceed  if 
I  ^ould  make  the  attempt 
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Of  tlie  mo  diligationa  that  might  be  con^ 
ferrcd  on  thefe  good  people^  one  was  not  ia 
my  power,  that  of  fupplying  them  with  to- 
bacco. My  people  had  been  at  half  their 
ufual  allowance  of  this  articlejfor  a  month  paft^ 
and  even  at  that  rate  I  had  not  enough  to  an« 
fwcr  the  demand  of  my  journey :  of  courfe  f 
was  not  willing,  by  an  improper  difplay  of 
liberality,  to  give  them  reafon  to  accufe  me  of 
depriving  them  of  their  due,  for  the  purpofe 
of  gratifying  ftrangers  at  their  expence. 

With  refped  to  the  lions^  it  was  more  taSf 
f(x  me  to  render  the  horde  the  fervice  they 
wanted ;  but  this  required  much  prudence  and 
^ircumfpedion.  Their  obftinately  perfeveringj 
to  remain  in  the  thicket,  notwithftanding  alt 
Ihat  had  been  done  to  drive  them  out,  gave 
ttie  reafon  to  fufpe£t  they  had  yoiing  ones; 
and  this  circumftance  rendered  the  attack  £ 
bufinefa  of  no  fmall  danger. 

Thefe  animals,  at  all  times  formidable,  have 
at  fuch  periods  a  fiercenefs  that  nothing  can* 
tefift.  Animated  by  the  neceflity  ofdefend-^^' 
ing  and  procuring  food  for  their  young,  they 
dread  no  danger^  and  would  face  a  whole 
R  4  «army. 
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army.  It  is  not  courage  they  then  pofTefs-^lt 
is  raging  madnefs. 

Ne:irerthe)e!6  I  proi|iired  to  attack  them  the 
next  day,  and  engaged  at  lead  to  drive  them 
away,  if  I  could  not  deftroy  them.  .  Confider* 
Ing)  hoi(Vever,  the  cioienefs  of  the  thicket  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  attack,  I  required,  exclu- 
five  of  all  my  own  people  whpm  1  intended  to 
employ,  that  thole  of  the  horde  ihould  alfo 
jpin  me.  During  the  night  we  furroundcd 
ourfelves  with  very  large  fires,  an^  difcharged 
from  time  to  time  our  muikets.  But  thefe 
precautions  were  unneceflary;  for  the  lions, 
having  the  remains  of  their  ox  to  devpur,  did 
not, appear,  though  we  heard  them  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night. 

At  break  of  day,  the  men  of  the  horde  were 
ready,  armed  \jrith  arrows  and  affagays^  and 
waited  nqithing  but  my  orders  to  proceed  tp 
the  attack.  Even  the  lyqmen  and  children 
would  be  pf  the  piarty  j  lefs  indeed  to  fight 
than  to  fatisfy  ^Jieir  curipfity  and  enjoy  our 
yiSory*  .  I  heard  the  lions  ftilj  growling  in 
their  flrong  held  ;  but  the  increafing  light  fppi^ 
fjlenced  them.     The  fuq  appeared  j  and  the 

prpfpun^ 
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profound  filence  that  th^a  preFailcd  was  the* 
(ignal  for  our  departure* 

The  thicket  was  about  ti^o  hundred  paces 
long  and  fixty  wide.  It  occupied  i  fpot  funk 
lower  than  the  adjacent  ground^  fb  that  it  was* 
to  be  entered  oh  a  defccnt.  The  whole  con^ 
filled  of  bufhes  and  briers*  except  fome  mimo* 
fas  which  rofe  from  its  centre.  Thefe  trees^ 
could  I  have  reached  them,  would  hav;  afiarcbed 
me  an  ^vantagous  pofijtioq  £or  the  atfack.  On 
their  fummits  1  0iould  have  been  fecure/an^ 
might  have  fliot  the  two  animals  at  my  eafe : 
but,  not  knowing  e^adly  the  fituation  of  th^ 
lair,  it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  m 
me  to  traverfe  the  thicket,  in  order  to  reach  thefc  ' 
trees,  fmce  I  (hould  thereby  have  expofed  my- 
fclf  to  the  danger  of  being  feiyed  by  the  way. 
,  .  Unable  to  attack  thefe  formidable  beads  in 
their  retrenchments,  all  th^t  remained  was  t«^ 
tempt  them  out  of  their  fort  j  for  it  was  diffi* 
cult,  not  to  fay  impoflible,  to  come  at  them 
through  the  briers  and  bu(hes  thut  covered; 
them,  and  my  markfmen  would  vainly  have 
attempted  to  manage  or  prefent  with  any  ahn^ 
when  thus  entangled,  their  long  fufees.  I 
flierefore  detpripined  to  place- 4hem  and  the 

other 
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other  &vdg^  at  certain  diftaiaces  fipom  eadi 
ether  i^n  the  eminences  all  round  the  wood, 
ib  that  the  lions  flionld  be  unable  to  reach  the 
plain  without  being  perceiTed  ;  perfuaded  that 
In  the  open  country  we  ihould  be  the  flronger 
party  and  iinally  triumphant* 

None  of  the  favages  daring  to  enter  the 
wood,  we  refolved  to  force  all  the  oxen  of  the 
horM  into  it.  Accordingly^  when  we  were  at 
ftnr  po&8,  with  our  gum  ready  to  £re,  we 
dri^YC'  the  oxen  before  us,  compelling  them  by 
0ur  voices  and  blows  to  enter  the  thicket.  At 
j^e  fame  time  my  dogs  opened,  and  I  fired  off 
iiveral  piftdls  to  frighten  i^  Jions  and  make 
them  cojne  oijt.    ' 

The  oxen,  fcenting  their  enemies,  iboi\ 
ruihed  back  with  affright,  and  returned  to« 
wards  us }  but  our  cries,  the  barking  of  the 
fio^,  and  the  report  of  our  arms,  -compelled 
them  to  re-entitr  the  thicket,  which  they  did' 
in  a  fort  of  fiuy,  joftling  one  another,  and  bel* 
lowing  in  a  fearful  manner^ 

The  Hons  on  their  fide  were  roufed  at  the 

fight  of  danger,  ^nd  their  rage  vented  itfelf  in 

dreadiul  roars.  We  heard  them  in  every  part  d 

the  thicket,  without  their  daring  to  ihew  them* 

6  felves 
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£4 vt8  any  where,  or  advance  Hpon*iii,.,  TW 
foniii€t  of  two  armies  could  not  be  moxc  loud 
thiix  th^irjthreateoiog  voices,  confounded  with 
the :  cr]k«  of  men  wd  dogs,  and  the  fimoui; 
lowing  of  the  03^^,  This  hideous  concert 
<x>atinued  great  part  of  the  mornii^,  and  w^ 
began  to  defpair  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  enter** 
prife,  when  fi^ddenly  1  heard,  on  the  fide  oppo* 
fite  to  me,  piercing  cries  inftantly  fi^Uowed  by 
the  report  of  a  gun,,  which  made  me  tremble^ 
^ut  fhouts  of  jpy  immediately  fuecee^ed,  and^ 
pafling  from  one  to  another,  along  the  circle 
till  they  came  to,  me,  announced  a  viAory.  I 
ran  to  the  place,  and  found  the  lionefs  expir-^ 
ing.  Klaas,  who  was  Rationed  at  that  poft^ 
|iad  fired  and  (hot  her  through  the  body* 
Her  dugs,  though  without  milk,  werefwelled: 
^nd  pendent,  which  indicated  Hie  had  young 
pnes,  and  proved  that  I  h^d  not  be^  mii^ea* 
}n  my  conjedure* 

It  came  into  my  head  to  employ  her  carcafe 
fpr  the  pyrppfe  of  enticing  them  out  of  the 
thicket^  With  this  vkvf  I  ordered  it  to  be 
4rawn  to  a  certain  diftance,  not  doubting  but 
Ihe  young  one$  would  come  in  queft  of  thdr 

dam,. 
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dam,  and  that  the  male  would  probably  follow 
cither  to  avenge  or  defend  thenu 

1  collected  at  my  new  poll  fome  of  my  hun- 
ters from  the  right  and  left,  and  we  retired  to 
the  diftanee  of  thirty  paces  from  the  carcafe, 
feady  to  fire  if  the  animals  advanced.  But 
my  flratagem  was  unfuccefsful,  and  we  fpent 
feveral  hours  waiting  for  them  in  vain. 

The  whdps,  indeed,  uneafy  it  not  feeing 
their  mother,  ran  about  the  thicket,  growling 
on  all  fides.  The  male  too,  on  being  feparated 
from  her,  redoubled  his  roarings  and  his  rage. 
We  faw  him  for  a  moment  appear  at  the  edge 
of  the  thicket,  his  eyes  fpiirkling,  his  mane 
cred,  and  lafhing  his  fides  with  his  tail.  Bat 
unfortunately  he  was  out  of  fliot  of  my  car- 
bine; and  one  of  my  maricfmen,  who  was  pofted 
nearer,  fired  and  miffed  him.  At  this  he  re- 
tired ;  and,  whether  he  feared  to  attack  fo  nu- 
merous a  body  of  men,  or  was  unwilling  to 
leave  his  young,  or  had  received  fome  flight 
wound,  he  appeared  no  more.  Though  ani- 
ijials  of  this  fpecies,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
are  more  fierce  and  intrepid  when  they  have 
young  than  jt  any  other  period,  yet  the  males 

arc 
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are  not  fo  much  fo  as  the  £smaleS'^a  fk^  well 
known  to  the  favages. 

After  waiting  a  long  time  to  no  purpofe,  and 
defpairing  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  ftratagem,  I  re- 
folved  to  return  to  iny  former  plan  of  attack. 
In  confequence  I  fent  all  the  people  to  their 
pods,  and  we  again  attempted  to  drive  the 
oxen  into  the  thicket,  in  order  to  diflodge  the 
remainder  of  the  family.  But  they  were  too 
much  frighted.  They  all  refufed  to  proceed^ 
and  I  -was  obliged  to  give  up  the  defigh ; 
though  nfy  dogs,  animated  by  the  blood  of  the 
lionefs,  which  they  had  fcented,  opened  with 
great  ardour^  and  fhowed  much  eagemefs  for 
the  fport. 

We  had  fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  the  day 
in  the  chace ;  the  fun  was  declining ;  and  it 
would  become  more  dangerous.  I  deemed  it 
prudent,  therefore,  to  think  of  retreating, 
and  to  defer  our  final,  vidory  till  the  next 
day. 

The  favages  conveyed  the  lionefs  to  the 
kraal,  for  the  purpofe  of  feafting  on  her :  bur, 
as  I  was  defirous  of  her  fkin,  I  c^ireded  this  to 
be  firft  taken  off.  She  was  four  feet  four 
inches  and  half  [about  four  feet  eight  inches 

Englifh] 
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Engliffi]  high,  to  the  top  of  the  flioulder,  atii 
ten  feet  eight  indhes  [eleven  feef  four  inchedj 
long,  from  the  point  of  the  noft  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  taih 

When  the  animal  was  flay«i,  Kfaas  fcrf 
naturally  threw  the  £kin  oter  his  (hoiildtrs  td 
carry  it  to  the  kraal,  whither  he  was  accom*^ 
panied  with  (houts  by  all  the  horde.    He  him- 
fclf  trod  like  a  hero.     I  obfenred  this  new 
Alcides;  and,  diftant  as  I  was  from  the  liont 
of  Nemea,  the  refembhince  was  fo  flrlkifig^ 
that  I  caught  my felf  marching  gravely  in  the 
xnidft  of  this  renewal  of  the  Gtecian  feftital^ 
If  my  Klaas  obtained  not  all  die  honours  of  the 
ion  of  Alcmena,  it  was  apparently  becaufea 
more  powerful  deity  had  dirpfted  his  arm..    I 
too  had  fome  fliare  In  the  b^fmefs ;  the  plin 
of  the  attack  was  mine,  and  in  confequence  I 
was  loaded  with  thanks  and  pfaifes. 

The  chief  requefted  me  to  accept  four  fheep 
and  a  couple  of  oxen  in  the  name  of  the  horde^ 
as  a  teftimo'ny  of  its  gratitude.  The  flieep  I 
immediately  killed,  to  add  to  th^  entertainment 
which  the  lionefs  was  to  furnifh :  but  the  two 
o;^en  I  gave  up  to  Klaas,  who  in  hGt  had  well 
earned  them.    At  firft  he  refufed,  and  per« 

fifted 
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fift^d  in  their  being  mine«  But  when  I  urged 
to  him^  that  they  were  prefented  on  account 
of  the  death  of  the  lionefs,  and  that  this  death 
was  his  work,  he  no  longer  hefitated  to  accept 
them. 

This  feaft  was  the  more  agreeable,  as,  in 
part,  it  coniifled  of  the  animal  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  deftru^on.  I  had  certainly 
not  the  fame  defire  for  its  flefh.  as  the  reft  of  the 
guefis ;  yet  I  was  induced  to  tafte,  but  found  it 
inferior  to  that  of  the  tiger. 

After  the  repaft  came  the  amufements.  The 
company  danced  and  fung  all  night;  and  thdr 
revelry,  which  did  not  allow  me  a  moment^s 
Heep,  ienred  alfo  to  remind  me  of  the  Nemean 
fports. 

During  the  night  I  heard  nothing  eitfaor  of 
the  lion. or  the  whelps:  but  this  I  afcribed  to 
the  nolfy  mirth  of  my  favages ;  and  indeed 
had  alL  the  lions  of  the  country  aflcmbled  i;^ 
the  thicket  to  roar  in  concert,  I  know  not 
whether  their  voices  would  not  hare  beea 
drowned  in  the  uproar  of  the  feaft.  There 
Was  another  reafon,  however,  for  this  filence; 
The  male,  affrighted  by  the  dangers  he  had 
run,  avuled  hlmfelf  of  the  darkne^  of  ikm 

night 
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night  to  retire  with  his  family;  atnd  iri  fli* 

morning,  when  we  returned  to  the  chace,  we 

found  the  thicket  deferted. 
» 

Prom  the  firft  movements  of  ray  dogs  when 
they  entered  the  bulhes,  and  their  manner  of 
huntings  I  percdved  that  we  were  too  late. 
To  be  certain,  however,  I  fired  off  a  piftol  a 
lew  times,  hoping  that  the  animals,  if  they 
were  ftill  there,  would  be  roufed  at  the  report, 
and  foon  caufe  themfeives  to  be  heard,  either 
by  their  growling,  or  the  ftir  they  would  make 
m  the  bulhes. 

This  preliminary  having  produced  no  figns 
of  any  thing  being  prcfent,  we  cautioufly 
advanced  into  the  thicket,  where  we  found 
the  marks  only  of  the  fpbil  that  had  been  made 
hj  this  hungry  family.  On  ^l  fides  were  feea 
bones  fcattered  about  or  lying  in  heaps ;  and 
the  fight  of  this  charnel-houfe,  reminding  the 
horde  of  the  lofTes  it  had  experienced,  each 
begati  to  relate  and  lament  his  own. 

In  the  mean  time  I  employed  myfelf  in 
tracing  the  footfteps  of  the  lion  and  the  whelps, 
to  judge  of  the  bulk  of  the  one,  and  the  num- 
ber and  fize  of  the  others.  Though  there 
ajp  inilances  of  a  lionefs  having  three  young 
4  ones 
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titles  at  a  Ktter,  this  appeared  to  have  had  but 
two;  which  I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  were 
equal  at  leaft  to  my  great  dog  Yager,  who  was 
4S  high  as  my  middle,  and  confequently  they 
Were  already  formidable^  and  capable  of  doing 
confiderabie  mifchief. 

To  judge  of  the  old  lion  from  the  prmt  of 
his  foot,  which  was  one  third  larger  th^n  that 
of  the  lionefs,  he  muft  hare  been  of  the  largeft 
fize. 

Some  crim,  I  kiiow  not  who,  amufihg  him- 
ielf  with  fome  animadverfions  upon  me  in  th€i 
journal  de  Parts ^  May  25,  1788,  places  me 
**  with  a  lion  face  to  face,^'  and  then  pom- 
jpoufly  adds,  '*  that  we  examined  each  other 
•*  with  haughty  looks,  but  my  intrepid  cou- 
^^  rage  at  length  obliged  the  animal  to  take  to 
"  his  heels." 

The  attitude  is  fine,  nO  doubt :  but,  wlien 
he  gave  me  fuch  a  pbwerful  look,  he  fhould- 
hot  have  forgotten  to  bellow  on  ine  the  club 
arid  the  fttength  of  HercUles.  Whatever 
Iny  critic  may  thinks  it  is  certain,  that  the  firft 
refledtioti  of  any  man,  however  brave,  unlefs 
at  the  fame  time  he  be  a  fool  or  a  madman, 
when  he  finds  himfelf  Wore  a  formidable 

Vol.  IIL  S      ^     .        ^nemy. 
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enemy,  is  to  compare  his  ftrength  with  that  of 
his  antagonift  j  and,  if  he  find  them  very  un- 
equal, the  danger  to  which  he  is  expofed  muft 
neceflarily  have  its  weight  with  him.  This  at 
leaft  I  have  always  experienced,  and  cei^- 
t^nly  I  do  not  think  myfelf  more  of  a  coward 
than  another  mad.  Accordingly,  whenever  I 
have  found  myfelf  **  face  to  face"  with  an  ele- 
phant, a  rhinoceros,  a  tiger,  a  lion,  or  the  like, 
I  confefs,  notwithflanding  my  confidence  m 
my  weapons,  far  from  feeling  myfelf,  at  the 
firft  inftant,  totally  devoid  of  alarm :  I  have  al- 
ways experienced  a  violent  palpita,tion,  a  fen- 
fation  clofely  allied  to  fear.  But  this  is  of 
ihort .  duration,  and  has  never  deterred  me 
from  the  attack,  well  aflured  of  the  fuperiority 
given  me  by  my  prudence  and  arms.  Then^ 
laying  afide  every  idea  of  danger,  I  have 
marched  ftraight  forward  to  my  enemy,  how- 
ever formidable  he  may  be,  and,  if  a  wild 
beaft^  have  thought  only  of  killing,  wounding, 
or  at  leaft  putting  him  to  flight. 

To  wait  in  ambufh  for  a  lion,  and  fire  at 
him  as  he  pafles  by,  is  an  enterprife  not  with- 
out danger  J  but  to  attack  in  *'  face*'  a  lioncfs 
attended  by  her  whelps  and  their  fether,  and  in 
*  .       *  her 
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hcf  im|ienetrable  rrtreat,  ,wouId  be  ralh  even 
to  ittadnefs,  without  previoufly  fecurlng  every 
kind  of  affiftance  that  can  command  fuccefs. 
And  even  this  would  be  unpardonable,  unle& 
Jrequired  by  urgent  neeeffity. 

Savages  know  by  experience  tht  peril  of 
fuch  enterprifes,  and  therefore  never  fettle  in  a 
place  where  they  fufpedt  there  are  any  whelps. 
Woe  betide  the  horde  that  may  be  near  them ! 
Almoft  every  night  their  herds  will  be  attacked. 
It  is  a  tribute  they  muft  neeeflarily  pay,  and 
from  which  they  will  feldom  endeavour  to 
guard  themfelves,  choofing  rather  to  wait  with 
patience  till  the  young  family,  ceafing  to  be  a 
burden  to  their  parents,  (hall  go  and  fix  them<^ 
fclves  elfewhere. 

The  horde  near  this  thicket  would  never 
have  ventured  to  propofe  to  me  fuch  an  attack, 
but  for  their  high  confidence  in  my  fire-arms ; 
and  I,  notwithftanding  the  aiffiftance  of  my 
hunters  and  my  numerous  company,  would 
not  have  hefitated  to  refufe,  if,  when  afking 
this  fervice  of  me  as  an  extraordinary  favour, 
they  had  not  confented  to  fhare  with  us  the 
whole  of  the  danger. 

Thefc  were  my  motives  for  adopting  the 
S  2  refo* 
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rcfolution  I  took,  and  I  ha^  every  reafon  to 
congratulate  myfelf  on  my  fticcefs;  fince,  of  the 
four  beafts  we  had  to  deftroy,  the  nioft  for- 
midable was  flain^  and  the  three  others  took 
flight ;  while,  to  increafe  my  h^ppinefs,  not  a 
fingle  perfon  was  wounded,  nor  even  one 
of  the  oxen  that  were  driven  into  the  thicket* 
Had  we  killed  the  lion  firft^  we  ihould  pro- 
bably have  deftroyed  the  whole  family ;  but, 
if  one  of  the  whelps  had  fdlen  a  facrifice  be- 
fore its  mother,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it  would 
have  coft  the  life  of  one  of  us,  fmce  the  event 
would  have  fo  enraged  the  lionefs,  that  ihc 
would  have  braved  every  danger,  and  ruihed 
inftantly  upon  the  party.  Accordingly  I  had 
ftridly  enjoined  every  one  not  to  fire  at  the 
young  ones  till  the  old  ones  were  killed. 

Satisfied  with  having  delivered  the  horde 
from  this  fcourge,  and  having  no  other  motive 
to  remain  with  them,  I  fixed  the  next  day  but 
one  for  my  departure.  This  declaration  was 
by  no  meaufr  agreeable  to  my  people.  They 
had  found  among  thefe  Nimiquas  the  fame 
eafy  and  compliant  manners  as  they  had  be- 
lore  experienced  in  fome  other  hordes,  whicK 
induced  them  to  wifh  for  a  longer  ftay.  When 

they 
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they  parted  from  the  Honzouanas,  they  had 
defired  to  return  to  the  camp  at  Orange- River 
the  fhorteft  way ;  and  now  they  afked  to  re- 
main where  we  were,  without  alleging  a  fin- 
glc  reafon  for  it.  But  fuch  requefts  were 
little  calculated  to  have  any  weight  with  me.  I 
was  not  a  man  to  change  my  purpofes  to  gra- 
tify the  inclinations  of  people  of  whom  I  had 
fo  much  reafon  to  complain ;  and  I  therefore 
declared  that  1  fliould  perfift  in  my  intentions. 

There  were  two  different  ways  to  Orange- 
River,  between  which  I  had  to  choofe.  One 
was  to  proceed  to  the  weft  till  I  reached  the 
fea-ftde,  proceed  ^ong  the  coaft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  then  travel  up  its  banks  to  the 
camp  of  the  giraffe.  For  the  other,  I  had  only 
to  follow  the  diredion  of  the  mountains ;  and, 
as  they  ran  fouth,  thereby  pointing  out  my 
courfe,  this  would  be  the  moft  certain  as  well 
as  the  (hortcft  and  eafieft. 

I  was,  however,  more  inclined  to  the  for- 
mer, becaufe,  by  travelling  along  the  river's 
fide,  I  ibould  difcover  its  courfe,  which  I  much 
wifhed.  But,  (hort  as  I  was  of  tobacco  and 
other  (imilar  ftores,  how  prevail  on  perfons 
already  murmuring  at  the  diminution  of  their 
S  ^  allow-- 
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allow^ce,  and  who  would  foon  be  reduced 
to  a  tptal  ftoppage  of  it,  to  take  fo  long  a 
round  ?  How  induce  the  Greater  Ninai-  ^ 
quas,  now  on  the  point  of  rejoining  thei? 
horde,  to  turn  their  backs,  and  winder  from 
k  anew?  Above  all,  with  fu^h  a  large  train 
and  fo  many  cattle,  how  undertake  to  traverfe 
plains,  neither  more  rugged,  ^ov  difficult,  it  ia 
true,  than  that  wp  had  already  crofled,  but  in 
which,inftead  of  the  indefatigable  Houzouanas, 
I  had  attendants  who,  for  the  mod  part,  were 
of  little  ufe  to  me,  and  almoft  all  of  whom  bad 
forfeited  my  confidence  ? 

*  By  taking  the  other  road,  I  learned  from 
the  chief  of  the  horde,  that,  after  two  daya 
march,  I  (hould  fall  in  with  another  of  this 
nation ;  that  this  would  cbndufl:  me  to  ^  third  j 
and  that  thus  it  woutd  be  eafy  for  ma  to  prot- 
ceed  from  horde  to  horde  with  fure  guides  aa 
far  as  Orange-River.  As  he  offered  tp  fend 
fome  of  his  own  people  to  condudt  me  to  the 
firfl,  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  departed  with  the 
more  fetisfadion,  as  I  refle<3ed,  that  it  would 
be  in  my  power  when  I  arrived  at  the  Cftmpt 
if  circtimflances  permitted  it,  to  refut^e  my 
^bc^<^  of  traci^  the  courfe  of  the  (bream. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  mj  people  were  fo  enfeebled  by 
the  pleafures  of  every  kind  in  which  they  had 
indulged  during  their  refidence  with  the  horde, 
that  many,  unable  to  fuppQrt  the  fatigues  of 
the  march,, remained  behind  at  different  dif* 
tances.  At  length  the .  number  of  thefe  loiter* 
crs  became  fo  confiderable,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  halt,  after  travelling  fix  leagues,  in  an  angle 
of  the  moimtains  where  the  chain,  ahering 
its  dire^on,  turned  to  the  fouth-paft.  The 
horde  we  had  quitted  had  previoufly  refided 
here,  fo  that  the  pafture  .had  been  eat^i  up ; 
and  we  found  only  the  firft  fhoots  of  jhe  new 
grafs^ 

I  Jiere ,  after  having  long  ceafed .  to  fee  any 
giraffes,  I  met'  with  them  again  for  the  firft 
time.  My  guides  affured  me,  the  farther  I 
went  to  the  weft,  the  more  fcarce  they  would 
become ;  and  I  could  eafily  believe  them,  firom 
the  fmall  number  that  appeared  in  the  prefent 
inftancey  compared  with  what  I  had  fttn  to  the 
eaft. 

On.  ipy  retur^  to  the  Cape,  Pinar  told  me, 

that,,  after  we  feparated,  having  travelled  up 

Orange-River  for  feveral  days,  he  had  all  the 

way  fcen  giraffes,  thoi^gh  never  on  the  left  bank; 

S  4  nor 
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nor  indeed  have  I  ever  heard  df  any  making 
their  appearance  there:  whence  I  conclude, 
that  in  this  fouthern  part  of  Africa  the  diftrifl: 
'inhabited  by  thefe  animals  is  a  fpace  of  about 
f6ur  dcjgrees,  that  is  to  fay,  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  Fifti  and  Orange  river. 

Not  that  they  have  been  exclufi  vely  confined 
to  this  fpot  by  nature,  and  are  linable  to  emft 
in  any  other.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
l)een  feen«  at  Galatn  on  the  Senegal,  three 
hundred  leagues  from  its  mouth ;  at  leail  I 
have  heard  fo  from  people  of  credit  We  read 
in  ancient  travellers,  that  they  were  to  be 
found  in  India :  and  if  the  modems  do  not 
fpeak  of  them  there,  it  is  becaufe  the  breed  is 
deftroycd,  or  become  lefs  numerous,  and  retired 
into  the  deferts.  Bruce  alfo  mentions  a 
girafie  which  he  faw  in  Abyfiinia.  I  fuf« 
pcft,  however,  that  it  was  fome  other  qua- 
druped, and  not  a  giraffe^  fince  he  tells  us( 
that  thefe  animals  have  the  horns  of  an  an^i 
|elope. 

Refuming  our  journey  the  next  day,  wq 
perceiyed  about  noon  a  herd  of  horned  cattle^ 
i^hich  announced  the  horde  we  were  feeking, 
Bi^t  at  fight  of  us  their  keepers  yr^re  alarmed^ 

6  and 
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fiXid  fled  towards  the  kraal^  driving  their  ^^ttle 
before  them  as  faft  as  pofBble. 

This  did  not  aftonifh  me,  and  W{i8  what  I 
i^xpeded ;  fince,  indcpendendjr  of  our  num« 
ber,  our  appearance  alfo  was  terrifjring.r-»» 
Though  it  was  the.  month  of  March,  and  the 
heat  began  to  abate,  it  was  yet  fufficient  to  in- 
commode usj  fo  that  we  continued  to  wear 
thofe  umbrellas  of  which  I  have  fpoken  above, 
an4  whicl),  fron^  their  unufual  figure,  muft 
have  rendered  us  fo  many  fcarecrows. 

I  difpatched  my  guides  after  the  fugitives, 
to  remove  their  apprehenfions,  and  flop  them 
before  t|iey  communicated  the  alarm  to  the 
horde.  Accordingly  they  waited  for  me,  tefU- 
fied  their  friendfhip,  afid  went  to  atq^int 
their  comrades  with  my  arrival.  Severiii  of 
my  people  went  with  them,  and  I  ihtrnfy  fol- 
lowed ;  but  I  (lopped  and  encamped  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  kraal ;  for  I  had  not  yet  for* 
gotten  the  noify  nights  fpent  at  the  preceding 
horde,  and  was  defirous  of  being  permitted  to 
fleep  at  this  in  quiet. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  came  all  to  fte 
me.  The  favage  knows  fcarcely  more  tljian 
two  fcntimepts  toward  flrangers — either  ex* 
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^rcme  miftruft  or  unbounded  confidence.  Gir* 
ing  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  he  admits  no  intermediate  (hades  in  his 
intercourfe.  Thofe  cunning  artifices  ^hich 
we  term  prudence  and  circumfpe(^ion  are  un^ 
known  to  him.  Thus  he  fhows  himielf  ex- 
a^ly  as  he  is ;  fo  that  you  cannot  be  miftakea 
in  his  ponduA,  and  are  warned  to  be  on 
your  guard,  or  invited  to  truft  in  him  with 
fecurity,. 

I  propofed  for  the  next  day  to  hunt  jgiraffes^ 
AH  the  horde  joined  in  this  4iverfion,  and  were 
employed  in  driving  the  animals  towards  us. 
We  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  a  female^  which 
meafured  ia  height  about  fourteen  feet  ibuy 
inches  [En^lifli],  and,  according  to  the  favages^ 
it  was  one  of  the  largcft  fize.  ,  This  female  we 
fuppofed  by  the  appearance  of  the  teeth  to  be 
very  old,:  and  its  colour  accordingly  approached 
yefy  near  that  of  the.iaaales.  I  was  defirous 
of  finding  one  with  her  fbal^  as  perhaps  I  might 
have  caught  the  young  one  alive ;  and  I  was 
in  hopes  this  would  have  had  one  in  her  womb^ 
but  my  hopes  were  difappointed. 

In  proportion  as  I  drew  near  to  my  camp,  I 
remem1;>j?red  the  oeed  I  bad  of  procuring  oxen. 

Thi» 
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This  horde  had  many ;  but  I  could  prDcur« 
only  feven,  for  w^inj^^of  xnerchandife.  The 
people  wiflied  for  tobacco  and  dacca  (the  leaves 
of  hemp)  J  commodities  with  which  I  wasqa* 
able  to  fuf^ly  them.  I  had  ftiU  a  toleraUe^ 
quantity  of  beads,  but  upon  thefe  they  fet  very, 
little  value^ 

.  Fortunately  the  women  obferved  among  my- 
wares  fome  red  and  white  beads  about  the  Hze 
^f  a  hazel  nut^  which  pleafed  them  fo  much  by 
their  variegated  colour,  that  they  would  have 
given  for  them  all  they  poffeffedv  TM.mieiV 
Vie  >ppf^red  equally  fond  of  tliem/  Th^ftv 
therefore,  a  dozen  or  two  of 'large  nails,  out 
fome  btafs  wirei  for  bracelcliS,  aofwered  thy 
purpofp  .of  barter.  .        :: 

To  the  greater  part  of  my  readers,.  ][^rfaap% 
tJacfe.  remarks  will  feem  trivial;  but  to.tra*- 
vcUers  who  Undertake,  like  me,  to  vjfit  Africa, 
they  arc  of.  great  importance,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, I  ought  by  no  means  to  omit  tfaem^  . 

On  quitting  the  horde,  I  difmiflfed  the  guides 
who  had  condu^fted  me  thither,  and  took 
others  to  fhow  me  the  way  to  the  next;  We 
bent  our  courfe  to  the  eaft,  following  the  di<- 
f^ion  of  the  mountains ;  but^  accident  hap* 

pened 
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pened  on  the  road^  which  had  like  to  have 
done  much  mifchief,  or  even  coft  me  my 
Mfe. 

.  One  of  my  oxen  was  laden  with  the  boxes 
which  contained  the  articles  of  traffic;  and 
one  of  thefe  boxes^  probably  not  well-faftened, 
made  fuch  a  noife  by  its  (baking  that  the  ani- 
mal became  reftlefs*  Teafed  by  the  continual 
clacking  of  the  box,  he  made  an  tSott  to  fhake 
it  off,  anl  at  lad  fucceeded ;  but  the  others, 
loofcned  and  dragged  down  by  it  in  its  fall, 
fell  likewife^  and  made  fuch  a  clatter,  that  the 
ex  and  all  that  were  near  him,  being  tenified, 
betook  tbemfelves  to  flight 

The  alarm  communicated  itfelf  to  the  reft, 
and  all  my  animals,  goats,  iheep,  and  horfes^ 
fbampered  off  each  a  different  way.  In  a  mo« 
ment  the  whole  caravan  was  in  confufion,  and 
the  drivers  themfelves,  dragged  along  by  their 
beafts,  which  they  could  not  i|op,  were  dif-» 
perfed  with  them. 

The  moft  diftant  of  the  fugitives  was  tbfi 
pack-ox  that  firft  took  flight ;  but,  hampered 
in  his  courfe  by  the  ftraps  of  his  t)aggage,  and 
ntit  being  aUe  to  difengage  himfeif  from  them, 
he  had  ftopped,  and  was  plunging  and  bellow- 
ing 
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Ittg  With  rage.  I  galloped  up  to  him,  with 
the  defign  to  drive  him  towards  the  caravan ; 
but  he  anfwered  my  endeavours  by  a  ftroke  of 
his  horn,  which  gorei  my  horfe  in  the  flank 
and  tore  his  leg ;  and  the  horfe,  ^ving  a  fud- 
den  fpring,  fell  down  on  his  (ide,  threw  me  ten  ^ 
paces  from  him,  and  ran  away. 

Fortunately,  in  my  fall,  I  retained  faft  hold 
of  my  gun ;  and  this  drcumftance  faved  my 
life*  The  ox  rufhed  upon  me,  with  his  nofe 
te  the  ground,  ready  to  gore  me  with  his  horns 
and  tofs  me  into  the  air,  when  I  cocked  my 
piece,  and,  by  one  of  the  luckieft  fhots  I  ever 
fired,  laid  him  dead  at  the  diftance  only  of  a  few 
yards  from  me. 

The  animal  was  the  property  of  one  of  the 
Kaminouquas  who  attended  me.  At  thii 
moment  his  mafter  came  up  out  of  breath  to 
feize  him  and  bring  him  back ;  but  he  arrived 
only  in  time  to  fee  him  yield  his  laft  breath* 
At  this  fight  the  poor  Kaminouqua  was  diftrad- 
ed ;  he  began  to  weep  like  a  child,  and  to  launch 
out  in  praife  of  his  ox,  which  he  faid  was  the 
bed  and  the  mod  dear  to  him  he  had  ever 
pofTefled,  and  that  he  fhould  regret  the  loft 
during  his  whole  life. 

However,  when  I  promifed  to  give  him 

another 
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,  another,  or  to  pay  him  tccording  to  his. 
own  valuation,  his  tears  were  dried  up  at  once^ 
his  lamentation  ccafed ;  and  fo  fpeedily  waa 
this  incoofolable  man  reconciled  to  his  lofs^ 
that,  having  called  fome  of  his  comradet^ 
to  aflift  him,  he  fet  himfelf  inftantly  to  work 
to  flay  and  cut  into  quarters  his  bed  friend, 
in  order  to  feaft  on  him  the  very  fame  day* 

In  the  mean  time  I  direded  my  fcattered 
merchandize  to  be  collected.  This  occupied 
ia.  much  time,  that  we  were  able  to  advance 
only  five  leagues  the  whole  day.  The  next 
we^  made  very  littl?  more  progrefs  j  but  thip 
was  owing  to  an  accident  of  a  difierent  kind, 
to  one  of  thofe  terrible  fouth-eaft  winds,  which 
are  the  moft  furprifing  phenomena  and  ter- 
rible plagues  of  Africa, 

It  began  to  threaten  us  in  the  morning ;  and 
foon  increafing  every  moment  in  violence,  it 
overwhelmed  us  with  fuch  clouds  offand  and 
gravel,  that  we  were  abfolutely  blinded,  and 
prevented  from  advancing.  Its  fury,  incrfeafed 
by  the  rcfiftance  of  the  lofty  mountains  to  the 
«aft,  through  the  defiles  of  which  it  had  to  force 
its.paffage,  became  at  length  fo  great  that  we 
were  obliged  to  halt. 

Having  unloaded  the  oxen,  we  placed  our 
7  baggage 
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baggage  in  heaps,  covering  them  at  the  fame 
time  with  large  ftones,  to  prevent  their  being 
i>lown  away. 

As  it  was  tmpoffible  for  us  to  ered  a  tent, 
we  had  no  fhelter,  and  our  only  refource  was 
to  fit  or  lie  down  on  the  ground,  inhaling  the 
fand  by  which  we  were  blinded. 

In  the  evening  we  furroun^ied  ourfclves  with 
large  fires  as  ufual  j  but,  the  wind  continuing, 
the  wood  was  fo  quickly  confumed,  that  we 
were,  obliged  to  pafs  three-fourths  of  the  night 
without  any.  Yet  we  had  every  thing  to  fear 
from  the  wild  beafts,  for  we  had  perceived  the 
footfteps  of  feveral  on  our  road ;  and  it  would 
have  been  vain  to*  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  oflf  by  the  report  of  our  guns,  for  the 
wind  was  fo  loud  that  they  could  not  have 
been  heard  to  any  purpofe. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  fear  and  apprehen- 
fion,  and  we  waited  the  return  of  day  with  im* 
patience :  but,  far  from  its  reftoring  tranquillity 
to  the  atmofphere,  the  violence  of  the  wind 
increafed  as  the  fun  rpfe  above  the  horizon ; 
and  though  the  ikj  was  without  a  cloud,  the 
face  of  the  fun  was  obfcured  by  the  columns  of 

fand^ 
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fkady  which  crowding  on  each  other*  darkenea 
the  atmofphere  as  they  pafTed  over  our  head« 

What  we  experienced  was  neither  a  ftorniRi 
nor  atempeft,  nor  a  hurricane  :*  it  was  a  truef 
and  terrible  whirlwind  (typbon).  Paterfon^ 
who  experienced  a  fimilar  one  beyond  Orange^ 
River,  fays,  that  the  trees  round  him  were  torn 
up  by  th^  roots.  Near  us  there  were  no  trees ; 
but  I  Taw  the  wind,  as  it  whirled  round,  form 
deep  cavities  in  the  ground,  carry  the  eanh 
land ;  fand  to  a  confiderable  diftanee,  and 
then  let  it  fall  in  fhowers  on  ouf  heads.  AU 
the  vidluals  we  dreffed  w6fe  To  covered  with 
iandy  that  it  was  impoflible  to  eat  them. 

To  this  infupportable  conftraint  was  adde4 
the  uneafinefs  given  me  by  our  herds,  which^ 
coUeded  in  a  mafs,  remained  motionlefs  with- 
out any  defire  to  eat ;  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe, 
there  was  not  a  drop  of  water  near  the  camp^ 
Such  were  the  vexatious  confequences  of  oui* 
fituation ;  nor,  obliged  to  ftop  on  a  fudden  in 
my  way,  was  it  in  my  power  to  choofe  a  bet* 
ter  halting-place. 

About  noon,  finding  the  wind  did  not  abate^ 
wc  refolved  to  refume  our  journey,  and  pro- 
deed 
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cecd  towards  a  clufter  of  mountains  to  the 
fouth-eajft.  The  horde  to  which  I  was  travel- 
ling was  nearly  three  leagues  diftant  j  and  to 
reach  it  we  muft  have  marched  diredly  againft 
the  windy  which  would  not  have  been  pra<3i« 
cable. 

I  gave  orders,  therefore,  for  our  departure. 
My  baggage,  which  was  now  buried  in  fand, 
was  uncovered  j  the  oxen  were  loaded,  and  wc 
•  fet  off.  But  though  we  had  the  wind  a  little 
on  one  fide  of  us,  it  gteatly  retarded  our  pro* 
grefs.  My  favages  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
drive  the  oxen  in  a  direct  line  toward  the 
mountains :  the  wind  was  fo  impetuous,  that 
the  poor  beads,  as  well  as  ourfelves^  in  fpite  of 
all  their  efforts,  gradually  declined  to  leeward  ; 
fo  that  our  backs  were  frequently  turned  to  the 
path  we  intended  to  purfue. 

What  I  here  relate  will  by  no  means  fur- 
prife  thofe  who  h^ve  travelled  in  the  foujhern 
parts  of  Africa.  They  know  the  terrible  effeds 
of  the  fouth-eaft  wind  j  and  they  are  not  igno- 
rant, that,  if  certain  diftridks,  and  more  elpe- 
cially  certain  mountains,  are  deftitute  of  every 
kind  of  vegetation,  and  confe^uently  uninha^ 
Vol.111.  T  bitable^ 
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bitable,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  particularly  ck^ 
pofed  to  it. 

At  length,  however,  towards  evening,  it 
abated  ;  the  weather  once  more  became  calm^ 
'  and  we  had  a  peaceful  night.  This  reipite 
^  was  a  real  happinefs  to  us,  and  faved  the  l^ves 
df  our  cattle.  The  next  morning  before  day- 
break we  refumed  our  march  towards  a  Nimi^ 
qua  horde,  where  we  had  fcarcely  arrived  when 
the  wind  began  again  to  blow  as  violently  as 
ever. 

When  I  approached  the  kraal,  I  was  not  ^ 
little  furprifed  to  find  myfelf  received  as  ap  old 
acquwitance.  This  furprife  was  renewed  oij 
my  being  told,  that,  about  two  month?  before, 
feveral  of  my  people  had  com?  thither  from  my 
camp  at  Orange-River  to  purchafe  oxen  j  an4 
that  the  chief  had  very  lately  fent  fome  of  hi^ 
horde  to  them  to  procure  tobacco  and  hard- 
ware,  which  he  fhowed  me,  and  which  I  per-r 
ceivQd  to  have  been  mine. 

It  was  not  above  a  fortnight  at  moft  that 
thefe  men  had  returned ;  and  I  learned  from 
them  news  of  Swanepoel  and  his  comrades^ 
^fter  having  cxpedted  me  with  impatience, 

thev 
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tircy  began  to  be  uneafy  about  me.  However, 
the  place,  fince  my  departure,  was  totally 
changed.  The  rains  had  covered  the  ground 
with  verdure,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
every  where  embellifhed  with  fine  paftures. 
Accordingly  Swanepoel  had  fent  for  the  oxen 
I  had  left  at  Bemfry's  horde,  and  had  formed 
an  enclofure  for  them,  together  with  thofe 
which  he  himfelf  had  purchafed,  and  fuch  as  I 
had  bought  on  my  way  at  different  hordes, 
which  had  been  faithfully  conveyed  to  him 
according  to  the  engagements  of  the  venders. 

The  name  of  Bemfry,  which  now  ftruck 
my  car  for  the  firft  time  thefe  four  months, 
feemed  to  prefage  fome  fatal  news  to  me.  My 
foreboding  was  too  true.  I  was  informed,' 
that  this  abominable  knave,  enraged  at  my  hot 
having  confided  to  him  the  fuperintendance  of 
my  'camp  during  my  abfence,  had  revenged ' 
himfelf  by  the  moft  flagitious  conduct. 

When  Swanepoel  went  with  fome  men  to 
the  neighbouring  hordes  to  traffic  for  oxen, 
he  had  offered  to  accompany  them  uiider  pre- 
tence of  ading  as  a  guide ;  and  the  refi^It  of 
thefe  journeys  was,  that  every  thing  bought  for 
me  was  paid  for  at  double  its  value,  in  confe^ 
T  z  quencc 
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quence  of  Ixis  previous  iaformatioa  to  tl)Q 
fellers. 

Suppofmg  me  ftill  rpfolved  to  return  to 
Orange-River  only  to  begin  a  new  journey, 
and  thinking  that  my  plan  would  be  rendered 
impraflicable  if  I  were  in  want  of  articles  of 
trade,  he  had  endeavoured  to  exhauft  my  ftorc; 
and  certainly,,  if  circumftances  had  not  previ- 
oufly  determined  me  to  return  to  the  Cape^ 
this  treacherous  fcheme  was  very  capable  of 
compelling  me  to  do  fo. 

To  acquit  myfelf  of  my  debt  to  the  KamU 
nouqua,  whofe  ox  I  had  killed  a  few  days 
before,  I  now  purchafed  one,  and  delivered  it 
to  him.  His  I  diftributed  among  the  horde^ 
as  the  hade  with  which  it  was  cut  up  had 
prevented  us  from  taking  the  aeceflary  precau- 
tions for  keeping  it* 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  for  three  whole 
days  ;  and,  as  I  had  refolved  not  to  refume  my 
journey  till  it  was  completely  abated,  I  re* 
mained  at  this  place.  This  delay,  however, 
was  not  loft  time  to  me ;  though  the  wind  ia* 
commoded  us  much  by  the  fituation  of  the 
mountains  on  the  declivity  of  which  we  were 
coc^mpedi  as  from  thefe  it  ruihed  down  upon 
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Us  vnth  Violence.  I  went  out  fevefal  times  with 
my  gun,  and  with  fome  fuccefs;  for  I  procured 
for  my  colledion  two  charming  fpecies  of 
animals  with  which  I  was  before  unac^- 
quainted. 

One,  of  the  fquirrel  genus,  but  longer  and 
more  flender  than  the  Canadian  fquirrel  de- 
fcribed  by  Buffbn,  is  a  new  fpecies.  It  is 
ifabella-coloured  on  the  back  and  fides ;  the  tail 
partly  the  fame,  partly  white ;  the  belly  white ; 
and  it  has  a  band  of  white  alfo  the  whole 
length  of  the  flank  on  each  fide.  Its  hair  re- 
fembles  the  quills  of  the  jporcupine  rather  than 
the  fur  of  the  fquirrel.  That  on  the  tail, 
which  is  long  and  bufhy,  has  a  degree  of 
flexibility  in  confequence  of  its  length ;  but 
that  on  the  body  is  hard  and  ftiff,  fo  much  fo, 
that,  when  ftruck  with  a  fl:ick,  the  hairs  give  a 
kind  of  ruftling  found  againft  each  other,  like 
the  porcupine's  quills.  All  the  movements  of 
the  animal,  like  thofe  of  the  fquirrel,  are  light 
and  graceful  j  and  like  the  fquirrel  alfo,  when 
running,  it  fpreads  its  fine  tail.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas  call  it  4iguimp.  I  killed  a  male  and 
female  at  one  fliot.  The  female  differs  only  in 
l)6ing  a  little  lefs,'and  having  a  colour  more 
T  3  approach- 
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approaching  to  grey.  *  In  my  defcription  of  the 
quadrupeds  of  Africa,  lihall  give  a  reprefento^ 
tion  of  this  pretty  lihle  animal. 

The  fccond  quadruped,  which  at  that  time 
was  totally  unknown  to  me,  was  a  fpecies  of 
viverra;  at  leaft  fo  I  judged  it  to  be.     My 
Hottentots  of  the  colony  all  recognized  it  as 
a   muys^lfond  (moufe-dbg),  a  general  bame 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  for  all  the 
little   carnivorous   <juadrupeds.       They  alfo 
aflfured  me,  that  it  was  very  common  in  many 
.  places  in  the  colony ;    yet  I  do  not  recoiled 
that  I .  ever  met  with  it  there.     Its  body  was 
the  fize  of  that  of  a  kitten  fix  months  old  x  it 
had  a  very  large  nofe,  the  upper  jaw  exceed- 
ing the  lower  near  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in 
length,  and  forming  a  fort  of  moveable  fnout, 
refembling  that  of  the  coati  of  Guiana.     The 
fore  feet  were  armed  with  four  large  claws, 
very  fharp  and  curved;  the  hind  ones  have 
each  five,  but  they  are  fliorc  and  blunt.    All 
the  fur  on  the  upper  part   of  the  body  is 
marked  with  crofs  bands  of  a  deep  brown  co* 
lour,  on  a  ground  of  light  brown  with  which 
many  white  hairs  are  intermixed.  -The  lower 
part  of  the  body  and  infides  of  the  legs  are  ctf" 

a  red- 
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a  reddilh  white.  The  tail,  which  is  very  flcfhy, 
and  more  than  two  thirds  longer  than  the  body, 
IS  black  at  the  tip,  and  the  seft  brown,  inter* 
mixed  with  white  hairs. 

This  ammal  employs  its  fore  paws  to  dig 
very  deep  holes  in  the  earth,  in  'which  it  re- 
mains concealed  during  the  day,  not  going  out 
till  fun-fet  in  queft  of  food. 

In  the  fame  di(lri<f]t  I  caught  a  very  finguliur 
bat,  which  one  evening  entered  my  tent,  and 
extinguifhed  my  candle  by  endeavouring  to 
perch  on  it.  This  fpecies  has  a  fufficient  claim 
to  the  title  of  oreillar^  for  it  has  four  ears,  or 
at  lead  the  external  part  of  four  ears,  each  car 
being  double  j  the  outer  fold,  which  ferves  as 
a  covering  to  the  inner,  is  very  ample,  being 
two  inches  eight  lines  high,  and  nearly  as  broad 
when  ftretched  out.  On  the  nofe  alfo  a  mem- 
brane-ftands  ered,  one  inch  four  lines  in  height, 
which  might  be  taken  for  another  ear,  as  it 
has  exadly  the  Ihapeof  one.  This  membrane, 
as  well  as  the  earsr  and  wings  of  the  animal, 
are  bf  a  rufty  red,  pakr  below  than  above. 
The  body  is  only  three  inches  long,  and  is 
covered  with  very  fine  greyifti  hair  Its  width, 
from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  other, 
T4  ,  is 
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is  eight  inches.  The  reader  will  pardon  fflC 
for  inferring  thefe  trifling  details  of  meafurc- 
jnent,  of  which  I  am  not  more  fond  than  hiio- 
felf ;  but  they  appeared  to  me  neceflfary  here, 
to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  extraordinary 
Jeogth  of  the  ears  of  this  animal,  which  arc 
certainly  larger  in  proportion  than  thofe  of  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  fince  they  arc 
only  four  lines  *  Ihorter  than  the  body  itfelf. 

When  the  wind  had  entirely  fubfided,  the 
wild  animals,  and  particularly  the  ifabella-co* 
loured  zebras>  re-appeared  in  the  plain.  I  had 
long  been  very  eager  to  procure  one  of  thefe, 
but,  notwithftanding  all  my  efforts,  had  never 
fceen  able  to  fuccee4»  I  again  employed  a 
:whole  day  in  hunting  them,  and  even  chaied 
ihem  to  the  difiance  of  more  than  feven  leagues 
from  the  horde  ;  but  I  found  it  impoffible  to 
overtake  them,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  ufeleli 
fatigue,  was  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  purfuit. 

This  wild  animal,  which  will  not  fufier  it- 
felf  to  be  approached,  is  the  only  one  I  faw  in 
Africa,  a  few  birds  of  lofty  flight  excepted, 
that  I  was  unable  to  procure.  Kever  having 
had  it  in  my  poflcffion,  I  can  lay  no  more  of 
it  than  what  I  have  already  written^  and  I  Ihall 
*  The  French  divide  the  inch  into  twelve  lines.    T. 

continue 
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continue  to  give  it  the  name  of  ifabella  zebra, 
till  Tome  more  fortunate  traveller  sotay  beftow 
on  it  another  appellation^ 

I  did  not  quit  the  hordt  virithout  taking 
guides.  They  conducted  me,  by  a  journey  ,of 
feven  or  eight  leagues^  to  the  dry  bed  of  a  penor 
dical  river,  Qn  the  banks  of  which  they  left 
me,  and  which  they  a0ured  me  was  tha^t^Lion- 
River,  which  I  had  croffed  farther  to  the  eaft 
ai  my  firft  departure.  If  it  be  diflScult  in 
Africa  to  be  certain  of  the  courfe  of  a  flowing 
river^  it  is  ftill  more  fo  to  afcertain  that  of  one 
that  is  dry.  I  have  trufted  to  the  favages  for 
the  name  of  this,  and  I  have  laid  it  down  in  pij 
map  on  their  authority.  I  much  doubt,  how- 
ever, its  being  the  fame  river:  but  it  mag[ 
poflibly  be  another  to  which  the  appellatiq^ 
of  Lion  has  been  given  ^  as,  in  fad,  in  that 
part  of  Africa  there  are  many  brooks  or  rivers 
that  bear  this  denon[unation.  Bedded,  it  is 
enough  for  a  planter  to  meet  with  a  lion,  aa 
elephant,  a  buflyo,  or  any  other  animal,  on  the 
bank  of  a  river,  to  give  it  immediately  its 
name.  Thus  it  is  we  find  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  feveral  Elephant-Rivers,  Buffalo- 
Rivers,  and  Lion-Rivers,  as  well  as  many 
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ZouURivieren  (Salt-Rivers),  and  the  likci 
which  may  eafily  lead  to  geographical  errors, 
particularly  in  fo  mountainous  a  country^ 
where  it  b  impoflible  to  follow  a  river  along 
its  banks  through  its  whole  qourfc.       ji^^r 

Ftom  the  banks  of  the  one  in  quefttdn,  we 
proceeded  the  (horteft  way  to  Orange-River. 
It  was  midnight. when  we  arrived  at  it;  but 
the  joy  of  having  at  length  reached  the  river 
on  the  borders  of  which  my  camp  was  pitched, 
difFufed  throughout  my  caravan  a  fort  of  deliri- 
ous ecftacy,  which  continued  till  dawn  and  pre- 
vented U6  from  taking  the  fmalleft  repofe.  No- 
thing was  talked  of  but  the  moment  of  arrival. 
Had  I  liftened  td  the  general  voice  of  impa- 
tience, I  (hould  have  departed  inftantly.     Al- 
ready they  thought  themfelves  within  a  few 
fteps  of  the  camp  j  yet  we  had  ftill  a  long  way 
to  travel  thither,  though  we  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  afcend  the  river  keeping  along  its  banks. 
The  great  number  of  trees  and  buflies  by 
the  river's  fide  obliged  my   caravan  to  keep 
at  a  little  diftance  from  it ;    while  I  and  my 
hunters,  in  the  hope  of  killing  fome  hippopo- 
tamufes,  never  quitted  it — fome  proceeding 
along  the  right  bank,  others  along  the  left, 
^  March- 
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M^ching  in  this  order,  we  encatnped  twice. 
At  length,  on  the  third  day,  the  Greater  Nimi- 
quas,  finding  they  were  near  their  horde,  aik- 
ed  leave  to  quit  me.  Certain,  however,  that 
it  would  give  them  pleafure,  I  refolved  to  ac- 
company them,  and  return  them  as  it  were 
myfelf  into  the  hands  of  their  comrades. 

This  wa|5   not  all.     Curious  to  know  the 
effedi  that  the  futprife  of  our  return  would 
.prpduce  in  the  kraal,  I  prohibited   any  one 
ftom  advancing  to  smnounce  me ;  and  in  fad 
they  were  fo  far  from  expeding  us,  and  our 
arrival  was  fo  fudden^  that  when  they  faw  us 
they  were  a}!  ftruck  dumb  with  aftonifhment 
•  To  this  motionlefs  furprif^  fucceeded  cries 
and  Ihouts,  with  jumping,  fkipping,  and  all 
thofe  irregular  movements  with  which  favages 
ufually  exprefs  the  tranfports  of  joy.     The 
whol^raal  was  foon  in  confufion  j  every  one 
xrongratulated  himfelf  on  finding  again  com- 
rades, firiends,  relations,  whom  he  had  believed 
to  be  loft,  and  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  more. 
They  were  hugged  and  fmothered  with  ca- 
refles;  while,  confeffing  in  their  fimpllclty  that 
I  had  led  them  to  the  world's  end,  they  height- 
ened 
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ened  the  general  iptoxication,  hj  relating  tht 
marvels  they  had  witnefled* 

Their  narrative  was  fo  interefting,  that  it 
brought  the  whole  crowd  around  them.  Inters 
Tupted  every  moment  by  twenty  different 
perfons  with  as  many  different  queftions,  they 
resumed  their  difcourfe,  added^  exaggerated, 
confounded  circumftances  and  adventures  to* 
gether,  and  rendered  their  tale  fo  confufcd,  that 
it  excited  univerfal  rapture  from  the  very  cir- 
cumilance  of  its  being  incomprehenfible. 

This  continued  the  whole  day,  aii^  ^^ 
iiiterrupted  only  by  thenoify  diverfions  of  the 
night  1  could  fcarcely  hope  to  enjoy  the  re* 
frefliment  of  fleep  in  the  midft  of  people  whofc 
tumultuous  uproar  is  always  proportionate  to 
the  pleafure  they  feel,  and  among  whom  a  fief* 
tival  has  the  appearance  of  an  alarm  and  battle. 
Without  attempting,  therefore,  to  retire  to  my 
tent,  I  remained  among  them,  and  thought 
only  of  enjoying  the  fpedacle  it  exhibited. 

The  narrators  of  what  they  had  feen  par- 
ticularly engaged  my  attention.  Knowing 
enough  of  the  language  to  underftand  them, 
they  amufed  me  extremely.    Though  they 

related 
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ireUted  only  events  that  were  known  to  me,    . 
their  uncultivated  minds  interlarded  them  with 
fuch  extraordinary  remarks  and  circuinflances, 
embellifhed  them  with  fuch  fublime  and  extra- 
T^ant  poetical  figures,  and  gave  them  fuch  a 
new  and  whimfical  dir,  that  I  fancied  mjfelf 
liflening  to  fabulous  narrations.     Never  before 
had  I  tafted  a  fimilar  pleafure,  and  I  frankly 
confefs  that  this  was  one  of  the  moft  pleafing 
mghts  that  either  of  my  journeys  afforded. 

At  fun- rife,  when  every  one  retired  to  fleep, 
J  took  my  gun,  and  went  to  try  my  fuccefs  in 
the  neighbourhood.  I  found  nothing  to  add 
to  my  colledion;  but  chance  afforded  me  an 
extraordinary  Ihot,  fuch  as  perhaps  no  other 
fportfman  can  boaft. 

1  was  fitting  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  with  my 
double-barrelled  gun  between  my  legs  ftraight 
before  me,  the  butt-end  reftingonthe  ground, 
and  my  finger  on  the  trigger.  In  the  other 
hand  I  held  a  leaf,  on  the  edge  of  which  I  wis 
whiftling  in  the  manner  of  fowlers  when 
they  wi(h  to  draw  round  them  fmall  birds. 
A  fpecies  of  red-bread  came  and  pitched  boldly 
on  my  hat,  thence  hopped  to  the  mouth  of  my 
ftlfee,  and,  fetting  one  foot  on  each  barrel,  re- 
$  mained 
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mained  motionlefs,  lifteaing  to  the  mulic  of* 
my  leaf,  which  was  altogether  new  to  him. 

In  defect  countries,  an  animdi  that  has 
never  beheld  a  human  being  fees  one  for  the 
firil  time  without  alarm,  particularly  if  the 
individual  it  perceives  be  in  a  ftate  of  reft  and 
do  not  move. 

Whatever  might  hate  been  the  motive  of  the 
bird^s  familiarity,  ^its  boldnefs  fo  furprifed  me»< 
that,  mechanically  and  without  refledlion,  I 
pulled  the  trigger,  and  the  gun  went  oflf.  I 
fuppofed  the  bird  would  have  been  torn  in  a 
thoufand  pieces :  but,  to  my  great  aftonifhment, 
I  faw  it  carrie.d  up  thirty  feet  above  my  head, 
in  an  almoft  perpendicular  diredion,  and  fall  a 
few  paces  from  me. 

I  ran  to  pick  it  up.  The  ends  of  its  ^uill 
feathers  were  a  little  fcorched,  and  it  appeared 
panting  and  extremely  frightened  ;  but  by 
degrees  it  recovered,  and,  after  I  had  fatisfied 
myfelf  that  it  had  received  no  wound,  I  gave 
it  its  liberty,  and  it  flew  away  without  appear- 
ing to  be  in  the,  leaft  injured.  -  It  is  probable 
that  the  column  of  air  which  filled  the  barrel, 
being  driven  out  by  the  explofion,  firft  ftruck 
the  bird,  which,  by  a  fiogle  motion  of  its 

wingSji^ 
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wingsi  was  thrown  out  of  the  line  of  diredion 
of  the  flU>t> ,  which  pafled  in  a  body  without 
touching  it,  while  the  fife,  occupying  a  larger 
fpace,  fcorched  the  ends  of  its  wings  and  taiL 

The  oxen  which  I  had  hired  of  the  horde 
becoming  ufelefs  to  me,  as  my  eflfeds  were  con* 
Aderably  diminifhed,  and  I  was  but  a  day^s 
journey  from  my  camp>  I  returned  them  to 
their  owners,  inviting  them  to  come  in  a  few 
days^  when  their  rejoicings  were  ended,  to  afk 
and  receive  the  reward  of  their  fervices. 

Thefe  fervices  were  qo-tainly  fmall,  as  has 
been  feen  above  j  and,  fo  far  from  congratu- , 
lating  myfelf  on  having  fuch  travelling  com- 
panions, I  had  wiihed  a  thoufand  times  to  be 
rid  of  them.  But  periods  arrive  when  every 
thing  is  forgotten.  Thefe  men,  whofe  cow- 
ardice and  indolence  had  irritated  nie  fo  much, 
appeared  no  longer  the  fame  when  they  were 
no  longer  neceffary  to  me*  I  faw  them  with 
other  eyes,  and  framed  excufes  at  my  own  ex* 
pence  for  their  conduft. 

How,  after  all,  could  I  exped,  that  they 
fliould  enter  into  my  paflion  for  a  fcience  of 
which  they  had  not  the  flighteft  notion?  Tran- 
quil both  by  conftitution  aod  by  habit,  un^ 

enflaved 
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cnflaved  to  fantaftic  dcfires,  they  could  not 
participate  in  my  follies.  How  often,  while 
I  refufed  to  copy  their  wifdom,  have  I  recoU 
leded  with  regret  the  moments  which,  dupe 
to  the  fpecious  promifes  of  men  and  their  per- 
fidious lies,  I  have  painfully  wafted  in  endea^ 
vouring  to  ferve  them !  How  often  have  I  re- 
folved  never  again  to  exchange  my  repofe, 
and  its  unambitious  pleafures,  for  their  artiii-» 
cial  and  infipld  praifes,  for  the  fmoke  of  that 
incenfe,  which,  fo  to  fay,  you  at  laft  contrive 
that  they  fhall  blow  in  your  face ! 

After  having  bellowed  fome  prefents  on  the 
women  and  children  of  the  horde,  I  returned 
to  the  river  with  my  party,  and  wq  continued 
to  proceed  along  its  courfe.  Though  this 
journey  was  through  places  which  every  one 
of  us  had  traverfed  a  hundred  times,  no  one 
t«e(;oIle6ted  them,  fb  brilliant  an  appearance 
had  the  change  of  the  feafon  and  the  re-afcent 
of  the  fap  given  to  what  at  our  departiure 
wore  the  moft  flerile  afped* 

It  is  not  improbable  that  we  fhould  have  paf- 
fed  the  camp  without  knowing  it,  particularly 
as  it  was  fituated  behind  the  trees  on  the  other 
b^nk,  fo  as  to  be  concealed  from  our  view ;  but 

at 
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M  length,  when  arrived  oppofitc  td  it,  we  diC. 
covered  .where  we  were  by  the  tomb  of  the 
Kaminouqua  whom  the  lion  had  devoured. 

On  feeing  the  termination  of  fo  varied  an 
cxcurfion,  my  people  could  not  c6ntain  their 
joy.  They  (houted  aloud  to  inform  thet«* 
comrades  of  their  arrival,  and  at  the  fame  time 
I  ordered  a  difcharge  of  all  our  mulketry. 
This  double  fignal  was  heard,  and  anfwered 
by  fimilar  bowlings.  In  a  moment  I  faw  the 
whole  party  of  the  Hottentots  of  the  camp  run 
to  the  river,  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
acrofs,  to  exprefs  their  joy  at  my  return,  and 
embrace  their  friends.  The  uproar  was  pre- 
cifely  fimilar  to  that  which  I  had  witncfled 
.  the  day  before. 

Swanepoel  alone  remained  on  the  bank. 
Too  old  and  too  heavy  to  fwim,  he  ftretched 
put  his  arms  toward  us,  and  called  to  fome  of 
my  people  to  convey  him  over  on  the  raft* 
Amid  the  general  joy  and  fufprife  no  onp  had 
thought  of  him.  At  length,  however,  they 
complied  with  his  requeft ;  and  the  old  man» 
throwing  himfelf  into, my  arms  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  informed  me  of  all  the  uneafinefs  he 
had  undergone  in  my  abfence. 

Vol,  HI.  U  Thcfe 
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Thcfe  four  months  had  been  an  age  to  him  5 
and,  though  I  had  told  him  tO  wait  for  me  fiv#* 
or  fix,  he  had  been  in  doubt  whether  be  oughr  - 
not  to  return  to  the  Namcro  j  particularly  2^  . 
the  favages  who  conduded  to  the  camp  the 
oxen  r  bought  on  the  road  had  told  him,  that^ 
with  the  friendly  manners  I  bad  the  art  of  em- 
ploying,   I   might   proceed  fo   far  into   the 
couotry  that,  perhaps,  he  would  never  hear  of 
me  agairt. 

We  were  much  aheyed,  he  faid,  and  fallert 
away  j  which,  confidering  the  exceffive  fdf- 
tigues  we  had  undergone,  by  no  means  fur- 
prifed  me.  Scorched  all  day  by  a  fervid  fun^ 
obliged  continually  to  march  over  rocks  or 
fands,  flecping  at  night  on  a  fimplc  mar,  and 
having  ufually  nothing  but  brackhh  water  to 
drink,  t  certainly  did  not  lead  the  life  of  a 
falrapy  whatever  may  be  faid;  aft  the  fame 
time  I  do  not  regret  the  hardfliips  I  expe-^ 
rienced.  Indeed,  notwithffandiilg  my  thin- 
fiefs,  I  never  enjoyed  better  health. 

I  croffed  the  river  on  the  raft,  and  found 
myftlf  at  laft  in  the  midft  of  my  real  and  pro- 
per camp.  This  moment  was  delightful  tat 
»e.     I  fecmed  returned  to  take  pofleffion  of 

my 
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my  eftate  after  a  long  banifhmcnt.  The  dogs 
I  had  left  behind  knew  me.  They  jumped 
about  me  with  eagernefs,  and  beftowed  on  me 
a  thoufand  carefles. 

On  ftich  occafions  the  mereft  trifles  afford 
pleaftire.  During  .my  abfence,  Swanepoel 
had  fiiffered  the  hen  to  fit  upon  her  eggs,  and 
fhe  had  now  fixteen  chickens  of  a  tolerable 
fize.  The  dogs  I  brought  with  me,  not  being 
ufed  to  thefe  birds,  fprung  on  them,  and 
killed  three  at  the  firft  onfet.  The  hen,  and^ 
which  was  ftirprifing,  the  cock  alfo,  engjigecf 
in  defence  of  the  brood,  which  gave  us  time  to 
come  to  their  affiftance.  In  our  poultry  yards 
we  never  fee  cocks  in  fuch  cafes  defend  their 
hens,  and  ft  ill  lefs  do  they  concern  themfelves 
about  the  chickens :  w?s  it  then  ^hat  mine, 
having  but  one  female,  was  naturally  more  at- 
tached to  her,  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  never 
having  feen  any  other  cock  carefs  his  com- 
panion, loved  her  the  more,  and  was  more 
fond  of  her  young  ?  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  ob- 
ferve  all  wild  birds  in  general,  and  which  have 
but  one  female,  obftinately  defend  her,  and 
take  the  greateft  care  of  their  young ;  while  in 
the  domeftic  ftate,  in  which  we  leave  a  num- 
U  2        '  ber 
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beF  of  hens  to  aflbciate  in  common  with  fere* 
yal  cock^,  the  fame  attachment  to  the  female 
is  not  difplayed,  and  ftUl  Icfs  to  the  young  fli^ 
may  bring  forth.  Whethfer  the  cock  in  the  wild 
ftate  have  feveral  hen«,  is  a  circumftance  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted.  Sonnerat,  to 
whom  natural  hiftcry  is  greatly  indebted, 
brought  from  India  a  wild  cock  and  hen^ 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  of  thepriginal  fpeciep, 
whence  cur  domeflic  ones  fprung;  but  he 
gives  U9  no  information  refpeQitig  the  man-^ 
uers  of  thefts  birds.  In  Africa  I  found  neither 
the  fpecies  nor  genus  of  our  dt)meftic  fowlsy 
at  leaft  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ;.  though  I  have 
feen,  in  feveral  colledbions  ifv  Europe,  wi^d 
cocks  and  hens  altogether  diiTefent  from  thofe 
Ikought  over  by  Sonnerat,  and  forming  diftimfi 
i^ecies*  I  .fliail  give  figures  of  them  in  my 
©rnilhology, 

Oiie  of  my  ftrft  cares  was  to  go  and  examrnc 
ihe.ikin  dt  my  girafle.  ,  It  liad  coft  me  toa 
mxich  trouble  to  aH^w  me  to  be  indifferent 
about  m  prefeFVatioDr  Having  been  fix 
Snonths  expofcdon  n  fcaiTold,  I  had  reafpo  ta 
fejir  its  being  damaged.  I  approached  ic 
teembllngj  but  joy  fooa;  fiicceeded  to  my 
1  -  aoxletyy 
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ainxiety,  when  I  faw  it  completely  dried,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  prefervation. 

It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  more  in  the 
^rder  of  things  to  have  vifited  my  cattle  before 
the  giraffe,  fince  they,  in  reality,  were  of  the 
moft  confequence  to  me;  yet  they  had  only  the 
fecond  place  in  my  care.  They  were  feeding 
in  the  environs,  where  the  pafturage  was  fine. 
Some  goats  had  kidded ;  but  all  my  old  oxen, 
one  after  another,  had  died,  five  eKcepted,.which 
were  ftill  in  a  weak  and  eyhaufted  ftatc^  though 
labouring  under  no  difeafe.  Notwithftand- 
ing  aH  the  pains  Swanepoel  had  taken  to  pur- 
chafe  others,  he  had  been  able  to  procure  no- 
more  than  feventeen  oxen  and  three  bulls,^ 
which  fortunately  were  in  good  condition* 

During  thefe  different  examinations,  I  had 
perceived  among  the  people  in  my  ferviec 
fome  thirty  new  faces.  I  faw  alfo  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  camp  a  certain  number  of 
ftr^ge  huts.  On  demanding  an  explanation 
of  this,  I  was  told,  that  part  of  the  ftrangers 
were  favages  from  the  neighbouring  hordes 
fent  to  procure  tobacco.  The  huts  h^d  been 
ercCttd  by  other  favage^^,  who  had  come  to 
iJpttle  under  the  proredlion  of  Swanepoel.  ^ 
U  3  be 
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be  fccure  from  tte  attacks  of  the  Bofhmen, 
and  had  formed  a  little  kraal  near  the  camp. 

And  thus  it  is  that  in  the  infancy  of  nations 
towns  are  formed.  A  few  feet)le  individuals 
feek  an  afylum  near  the  ftrong.  By  degrees 
the  fociety  incrcafes  ;  trade  draws  ftrangers  to 
it ;  and,  as  it  augments  in  number,  weahh,  and 
ftrcngth,  it  infenfibly  becomes  a  people,  and 
adopts  a  form  of  government.  Into  this  fnare 
their  happinefs  frequently  falls  a  facrifice. 

The  news  of  my  arrival  having  reached  the 
horde  of  Bernfry,  he  forgot  the  complaints  I 
had  againft  him,  and  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit. 
Meeting,  however,  with  a  very  unwelcome 
reception  both  from  Swanepoel  and  me,  he 
liftened  to  us  for  a  while  without  a  word  of 
reply,  and  then  turned  his  back  upon  us;  which 
pleafed  me,  as  I  hoped,  by  this  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt, I  (hould  be  delivered  in  future  from  his 
knavifh  tricks. 

In  the  different  excurfions  that  Swanepoel 
|ind  Klaas  Barter  had  made  to  procure  oxen^ 
they  had  killed  a  large  monkey,  of  a  peculiar 
fpccies,  the  fkin  of  which  they  bad  perfectly 
preferved,  following  the  method  which  they 
had  feen  me  employ.     This  animj^l,  two  feet 

and 
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and,  half  high,  is  covered  with  dark-brown 
hair  as  ftiffas  that  of  a  hog.  Its  eyes,  fituatecj 
very  Jiigh,  and  level  with  the  furface,  give  its 
f^ce  a  totally  different  appearance  from  that  of 
other  monkeys.  Swanepoel  informed  me^ 
that  he  had  killed  this  among  a  very  .con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  fame  fpecies,  fome  of 
which  appeared  to  him  muth  larger* 

'My  people  had  been  hitherro  employed, 
fmce  my  arrival,  in  unloading  the  oxen  of  the 
caravan,  land  tranfporting  my  baggage  acrofs 
the  river  on  the  raft.  The  moft  important 
bufinefs  remained  ftill  to  be  performed,  that  of 
conducting  to  the  camp  the  oxen  themfelves. 
They  had  hoped  to  make  them  pafs  the  river 
by  (wimming ;  but  as  the  oxen  had  never  ken 
a  river  fo  broad,  they  were  terrified  at  the 
paflage,  and  all  refufed  to  attempt  it.  To  no 
purpofe  did  they  fend  fome  of  my  herd  into 
the  water  before  them,  to  encourage  them  by 
their  example,  and  employ  every  poffible 
means,  even  to  blows ;  they  ftill  refiftcd*  At 
length,  as  night  drew  on,  they  refolved  to 
try  what  appeared  the  laft  refource. 

A  little  higher  up  the  river  was  a  holme^ 

which  divided  it  into  two  branches;  and  it 

U  4  might 
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might  be  prefumed,  that  the  animals,  obfenr- 
iag  a  fmaller  fpace  of  water,  would  be  lefs 
afraid,  and  venture  to  fwim  acrofs.  At  leaft 
lb  we  flattered' ourfelves ;  and,  accordingly,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  to  the  place,  with  a 
fufBcIent  number  of  men  to  guard  them  dur* 
ing  the  night,  and  orders  to  attempt  the  paflage 
at  funrife* 

Having  made  this  arrangement,  I  thought 
every  neceflfary  precaution  taken,  and  accords 
ingly  retired  to  reft,  in  my  waggon,  with  a 
mind  devoid  of  anxiety.  I  was  faft  afleep* 
there  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity,  when  Klaas 
came  haftily  to  waken  me,  and  defire  me  ta 
rife  without  delay. 

My  firft  thought  was,  that  he  was  eager  ta 
inform  me  of  the  paflTage  of  my  cattle  j  and  I 
alked  whether  it  had  bceii  attended  with  much 
diflliculty.  "  That,"  faid  he,  "  is  not  the  bu*- 
"  finefs ;  all  is  loft.  The  keepers  fell  afleep  , 
**  in  the  night,  and  let  out  their  fires.  The 
**  Bofhmen,  who  were  on  the  watch,  took  ad*^ 
♦*  vantage  of  their  fleep  to  drive  oflf  the  whole 
"  herd.  By  chance  one  of  the  fleepers  awol^e, 
**  and,  perceiving  jhe  robbery,  called  to 
*•  arms.    They  all   ran  after  the  marauders; 

^'but 
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*  but  thcfe  were  fo  numerous,  and  their  rear- 
**  guard,  which  covered  the  march  of  the  reft, 
^  let  fly  a£  them  fo  many  arrows,  that  out/ 
^^  people,  after  a  few  difcharges  of  their  mu£* 
**  kets,  returned,  bringing  back  only  three. of 
^  the  oxen  that  lagged  behind,  and  hadbeea 
•*  very  feverely  handled.  We  have  .but  ona 
•>  refource  left,  which  is  to  purfue  the  robbers 
V  with  a  Unwig  party :  but  then  we  muft  fct 
"  pfF  without  delay,  and  not  lofe  a  moment.** 

Circumftaoced  as  I  was,  this  acctd^t  lya* 
extremely  vexatious  to  me ;  not  merely  front 
the  great  lofs  it  occafioned,  but  becaufe,  1^ 
taking  from  me  the  cattle  intended  to  recniitr 
my  teams,  it  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  re* 
turning  to  the  Cape« 

The  news  had  fcarcely  reached  my  camp, 
when  the  fufpicions  of  my  people  fell  upon 
the  Houzouanas,  againft  whojh  they  were  ftill 
prejudiced.  According  to  them,  thefe  plun« 
derers  alone  were  to  be  charged  with  it,  who, 
after  infidious  inftances  of  fervice,  had,  in 
their  opinion,  followed  our  track,  and  availed 
themfelves  of  ^he  moment  of  my  abience 
to  carry  off  what  1  was  not  at  hand  to  defend* 

I  could  not  credif  thefe  accufations ;  and  the 

event 
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evei^  pfoved  them  to  be  unfounded.  But  I 
liad  no  inclination  to  wafle  my  time  in  con- 
jEuting  th^m.  It  was  of  little  confequenoe  to 
me  to  know  who  had  committed  tlie  tjbe&;  my 
bufmef&  was  to  recover  the  booty,  and  this 
was  to  be^  done  only  by  following  ttie  advicef 
ofKlaas* 

i  iflued  my  orders  in  coafequence.  Un* 
certain  of  the  time  the  expedition  might  re- 
quire, though  afiured  it  could  not  fucceed 
without  great  celerity,  I  loaded  an  ox  with  my 
marquee,  my  cloak,  fome  ammunition,  the 
feroffes  of  the  men  who  were  to  attend 
me^  and  two  (heep,  which  we  •  killed  and 
fkinned. 

My  detachment  confifted  of  the  faithful 
Klaias,  four  of  my  braved  hunters,  of  whom 
Bafter  was  one,  and  eight  Hottentots  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  Klaas  was  armed  at 
all  points  like  myfelf,  and  like  me  alfo  was 
pn  horfcback.  I  took  with  me,  befides,  a 
part  of  my  pack,  not  omitting  my  great  dog 
Yager* 

We  foon  croffed  the  river  and  reached  the 
keepers.  They  appeared  fo  confounded  at 
feeing  me,  that,  if  I  had  had  time  to  reprimand 

them 
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tihem  for  their  negligence,  the  ihame  and  for^ 
row  they  fdt  would  not  have  left  me  the  heart 
to  do  it.  Befides,  therd  were  Kaminouquas 
lunong  them,  who^  having  lent  me  their  oxen 
on  hire  for  the  journey,  had  loft  them  by  the 
robbery,  as  I  had  mine. 

Thefe  men  requefted  permiffion  to  attend 
me,  that  their  own  concerns  might  not  be 
negleded.  To  this  I  coniented ;  and  I  ordered 
the  reft  to  repair  to  the  camp,  with  the  three 
oxen  they  had  recovered,  in  the  heft  manner 
they  could. 

We  could  not  miftake  our  road,  as  It  was 
traced  on  the  fand  by  the  footftcps  of  our  ani^ 
mals,  which  we  followed  for  fix  full  hours, 
going  up  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  length 
ihey  appeared  to  ftrike  off  from  the  river  at 
an  ajigle,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  couo* 
try. 

Here  the  approach  of  night  determined  me 
to  ftop.  I  ordered  fires  to  be  lighted,  and 
fome  neceflary  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
furprife,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  proceeded 
with  Klaas  to  reconnoitre  the  track,  and  make 
my  felf  certain  of  its  diredion. 

After  about  half  an  hcmr^s  ride,  we  per* 

ceived 
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G^iyed  that  the  herd  had  been  divided,  one 
part  turning  off  due  eaft,  the  other  continuing 
to  advance  to  the  north. ^  The  latter  being  the 
more  confiderable,  we  refoived  to  make  that 
our  purfuit,  and,  the  fooncr  to  overtake  it,  to 
refiime  our  journey  before  day.  This  plan 
being  fixed,  we  returned  to  the  halting-place ; 
and,  after  a  very  peaceable  night,  fet  off,  in  fafl:^ 
two  hours  befoce  funrife* 

Though  we  could  not  iec  the  track  becattfe 
of  the  darkncfe,  I  flattered  myfelf,  that,  by 
travelling  northerly,  I  fhould  not  mifs  it ;  and, 
if  I  did  mifs  it,  it  could  not  much  fignify,  as 
^^  might  foon  find  it  again,  and  without  dif*- 
ficulty.  We  made,  however,  no  miftake; 
for,  wTien  day  broke,  we  found  ourfdves  fol- 
lowing precifely  its  dire<Clion ;  but,  after  tra- 
.  veiling  four  long  leagues,  I  perceived  it  vifiHy 
to  bend  to  the  right^s  if  to  rejoin  the  divifion 
which  had  turned  off  to  the  eaft.  Bafter,  who 
bad  traverfed  this  diftri<9:  in  my  abfence,  toM 
me  he  knew  where  he  was,  ani  that  a  very 
little  way  off  was  a  horde  of  Kaminouquas, 
which  he  had  vifited  for  the  purpofe  of  trade. 

From   what   he  (kid    of .  the  fituation    of 
thh    horde,  I  found  that   it   was  between 

tbfi 
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the  two  tracks.  My  companions^  more  dit 
truftfiil,  thought  they  both  terminated  there^ 
and  that  the  Kaminouquas  were  confequently 
the  thieves. 

I  could  not  eafily  fufped  a  riatl&n,  whicbt 
In  all  its  dealings  with  me  and  all  its  tradings, 
at  the  camp,  had  uniformly  fhown  itfclf  juft 
and  true.  Befides,  by  proceeding  to  the  kraal 
as  my  peopk  propofed,  I  fhould  ^uit  the  track, 
and  perhaps  lofe  a  portion  of  time  that  was 
▼cry  valuable.  However,  as  all  my  company 
were  unanimous  for  this  digreflion,  I  at  laft 
yielded  to  the  general  opinion,  and  we  repaired 
ftraight  to  the  horde. 

I  had  not  been  miftaken  in  my  good  opi-^ 
nion  of  it.  The  moment  I  reached  it,  1  per- 
ceived by  the  ferenity  of  the  countenances  of 
the  favages^  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which 
they  accoftcd  me,  that  -my  companions  were 
wrong  in  their  fufpicions.  Of  tliis"  they  were 
foon  convinced  themfelves,  and  were  not  back- 
ward to  avow  their  error. 

We  here,  however,  gained  intelligence  of 
the  ftolen  herd.     One  of  the  favages  had  feen 
it  pafs  by  the  evening  before,  efcorted  by  a 
gfcat  number  of  men,  who  fecmed  proceed- 
ing 
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ing  towards  the  river,  oft  the  other  lide  of 
which  they  probably  dwelt. ,  Two  perfons 
▼oluntarily  offered  to  point  out  their  tracfc, 
and  be  my  guides  acrofs  the  river  to  the  place 
kk  queftioo*  THs  offer  I  accepted;  but, 
alais  \  I  was  Kttfe  aware  to  what  a  cruel  fate 
they  would  be  expofed  by  their  generous  fer- 
▼kes^ 

Mestfiwhile,  as  to  myfelf,  it  was  fortunate 
for  me  that  I  vifited  the  horde ;  for  the  ox 
that  carried  my  baggage  was  fo  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of  going 
anj  farther.  I  therefere  hired  two  others  to 
fupply  his  place.  I  alfo  added  two  frelh  fhecp 
to  our  provifioti ;  and  we  fpecdily  departed* 

We  were  obliged  to  travel  four  leagues  eaft 
by  north  before  we  re-difcovered  the  track.  It 
then  appeared  again,  and  Jed  us  to  the  banks 
of  Orange-River,  where  it  terminated.  At 
this  place,  therefore,  the  robbers  muft  |iave 
croffed  the  river  with  their  booty.  Tlie  fad 
I  thought  unqueftlonable ;  yet  my  two  Ka- 
minouqua  guides  fwam  over  to  be  certain 
of  it. 

As  I  had  no  doubt,  from  the  information  I 
had  received,  but  the  Boflimeu  of  whom  I  was 

^  .  in 
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in  queft  dwelt  on  that  fide^  I  thought  it  pni-« 
dent  to  leave  the  fbream  between  them  and 
me^  and  to  %end  the  night  where  I  was.  We 
had  travelled,  during  the  day,  thirteea  leagues, 
without  any  where  flopping,  except  at  the 
kraal ;  and  of  courfe  we  wanted  reft«  Ouc 
two  guides,  after  they  had  di&overed  the  trade 
and  followed  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  vc* 
turned ;  but,  when  arrived  at  the  river,  they 
law,  fibating  on  the  watcr,^  a  drowned  ox; 
which  they  puflied  forward,  and  drove  afhcnrd 
near  where  we  were  encamped.  Upon  examin>« 
ing,  I  found  it  to  be  one  of  mine,  for  it  had  mf 
mark  ;  and  Klaas,  belides,  inftantly  knew  it. 

During  the  night  I  was  bufled  on  the  mcana 
of  paffing  the  river.  I  had  obferved  it  na 
where  fo  broad  and  rapid,  and  it  was  an  art« 
fill  trick  of  thefe  robbers  to  choofe,  for  ^rofEng 
k,  the  moil  difiScuk  and  dangerous  fltuation. 

What  particularly  aftoniflied  me  was,  thaC 
they  had  fucceeded  in  driving  over  the  catde^ 
while  my  people  could  not  even  get  them  into 
the  water  at  a  place  where  it  waa  two  thirds ' 
narrower.  This  thought  increafed  my  ragej 
and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  had  need  of  fome 
fuch  motive  to  animate  me  again  (I  the  plun*^ 

derers. 
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derers,  as  I  fliould  otherwife  have  been  flag- 
gered  by  the  difficulty  of  the  paflage,  whicb 
would  have  induced  me  to  return  and  relid^ 
quifli  the  purTuit. 

Though  exafperated,  I  was  not,  however, 
blind  to  the  danger ;  and,  in  fome  degree  to 
£miniih  it,  T  proceeded  farther  up  the  rivers 
and  crofled  it  where  its  bed  was  much  lefs 
wide.  I  had  no  room  to  fear  going  out  of 
the  way  by  this  proceeding ;  for,  befides  that 
the  drowned  ox  convinced  me  that  the  Boflx- 
men  were  higher  up,  my  guides,  who  had  re- 
connoitred the  track  the  day  before,  could  not 
£^1  of  putting  me  into  it. 

In  fadt,  we  eafily  found  it  again,  and  pur-- 
fued  it  anew  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues, 
when  my  Kaminouquas  fuddenly  flopped  as  if 
thundeii(lruck ;  for  the  footfteps,  inftead  of 
continuing  to  tend  towards  the  hprde  they  had 
fufpedted,  turned  off  at  an  angle,  and  were  di- 
reded  a  fecond  time  to  the  river. 

This  new  difappointment  put  us  all  to  a 
iland.  The  furprile  was  general  j  and  we 
looked  at  one  another  for  fome  time  without 
fpeaking  a  word.  Our  guides,  forced  to  ae^ 
knowledge  the  innocence  of  the  horde  they 

had 
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had  accufed,  now  turned  their  fufpicions  to 
another  that  redded  five  leagues  from  the  river, 
on  the  fide  we  had  quitted ;  and,  in  fadt, 
every  footftcp  pointed  to  the  river,  not  one 
from  it* 

So  many  contradidions  feemed  created  on 
purpofe  to  difcourage  me ;  yet  had  they  i;o 
other  efFe^  than  to  provoke  and  animate  me 
the  more.  Accordingly  we  paflcd  the  river  a 
third  time,  and,  after  flopping  t6  take  fome  re- 
freflbment,  refumcd  our  purfuit  of  the  track, 
which  at  firft,  for  the  fpace  of  a  league,  led  us 
north- weft,  and  then  approached  Orange-River 
once  more  by  a  large  circuit,  which  brought 
us  nearly  back  to  the  place  where  we  had 
croffed  it  the  preceding  evening. 

Thus,  after  various  turnings  and  windings, 
after  three  days  toilfome  travelling,  we  were 
obliged  to  pafs  the  river  a  fourth  tinft.  To 
deceive  and  miflead  me  with  refped  to  their 
courfe,  the  plunderers,  with  artftil  and  deep- 
laid  contrivance,  had  crofled  it  themfelves  three 
times ;  and  thereby  led  me,  by  forced  marches 
and  countermarches,  to  a  confiderable  diftande 
after  a  horde  which  lived  ibarcely  more  than 
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eighteen  or  twenty  leagues  from  my  camp^ 
and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river. 

Certainly,  had  I  known  thefe  circumftanccs, 
I  might  have  faved  myfelf  much  pain  and  la* 
hour :  but  how  could  I  divine  them  ?  And 
who,  in  my  place,  would  not  have  bcen^ually 
deceived  ?  My  guides  themfelvcR,  confounded 
at  fo  much  arr,  were  afraid  I  Ihould  not  be- 
lieve them,  but  fufpedt  them  of  favouring  the 
thieves,  and  affiftiug  them  to  put  their  booty 
in  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  by  making  me  lofe  fo 
much  valuable  time.  To  convince  me  of  their 
good  faith,  they  would  in  every  inftance  pafs 
the  river  before  me,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  that 
the  footfteps  adlually  re-jippeared,  before  they 
would  advife  me  to  follow  thenru 

This  laft  paflage  had  nearly  coft  me  my  life* 
1  attempted  it  as  ufual  on  horfeback,  while  two 
fwimdfers  conduded  the  horfe  by  the  bridle. 
About  the  middle  of  the  river,  one  of  the  rings 
of  the  bit  gave  way.  Finding  hinsfelfiacomi^ 
xnoded  by  the  other,  he  jerked  his  head  fovio* 
lently  as  to  make  the  lecond  fwimmer  let  go 
his  hold;  and  the  horfe  was  accordingly  at  the 
mercy  of  the  fiream..'  As  I  had  no  means  of 
;  .    command* 
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Commanding  him,  I  ftooped  forward  over  his 
neck,  and  endeavoured  to  guide  him,  by  pat- 
ting him  with  my  hand.  But  to  fwim  as  I 
wilhed  him  required  ftrength,  arid  of  this  his 
journey  had  totally  deprived  him ;  fo  that  he 
drove  with  the  current  for  tnore  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  without  making  any  effort  but  what 
Was  abfplutely  neceff^ry  to  keep  himabove  water. 

Luckily  for  me,  the  ciurent,  by  which  wc 
Were  in  danger  of  drowning,  drove  him  to  the 
bank,  but  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue  that  he 
could  not  ftand.  My  people,  who  ran  to  my 
afliftance,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  fet  him  upon 
his  feet ;  all  their  efforts  were  to  no  purpofe ; 
he  was  perfeftly  unable  to  rife,  and  abfolutely 
lay.  on  the  place  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
all  the  night. 

To  allow  him  the  more  time  to  re^pver,  I 
did  not  fet  off  till  late  in  the  morning.  We 
again  followed  the  track  of  our  cattle,  which  led 
us  eaftward  for  four  leagues,  when  we  fell  into 
a  path  that  conduded  to  the  horde.  In  this 
path  terminated  the  footfteps  of  our  oxen,  all 
of  which  had  affembled  together  ^in  this  place; 
fo  that  we.had  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  this' 
.  horde  were  the  robbers. 

X2  -My 
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My  two  Kaminouqua  guides  requefted  me 
to  cxcufe  their  accompanying  me  any  farther. 
They  were  afraid,  if  they  proceeded  with  us, 
they  might  be  known,  and  that,  fufpe£lcd  of 
having  conduded  me  to  the  horde,  a  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations  would  be  the  confe- 
quence.  Their  fear  was  well  founded,  and 
their  camion  fufEciently  reafonable.  Seeing, 
therefore,  nothing  but  what  was  juft  in  their 
rcqueft,  unfortunately  for  them  I  complied 
with  it.  It  was  agreed  that  they  (hould  conti- 
nue where  we  then  were,  and  there  await  our 
return.  However,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
prudent  to  advance  in  broad  day  and  expofc' 
ourfelves  too  openly,  I  refolved  to  wait  till 
night.  Dark  as  it  might  prove,  the  path  was 
foo  niuch  trodden  for  us  to  be  in  any  danger 
of  lofing  our  way. 

We  let  off  at  two  in  the  morning  with  the 
profoundeftlilence^and  foon perceived  the  light 
^  of  feveral  fires,  whi'ch  my  people  fuppofed  to 
be  about  three-quarters  of  a  league  diftant. 
On  advancing  farther,  we  heard  fongs,  Ihouts 
o^  joy,  and  immoderate  laughter.  The ,  rob- 
bers were  diverting  themfelves  and  feafting  at 
xny  expence. 

Their 
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Their  noifinefs,  however,  had  one  good 
tffed.  My  dogs,  on  approaching  them,  be- 
gan to  bark  fo  loudly,  that  we  thought  proper 
to  muzzle  them  ;  and,  but  for  the  uproar  that 
drowned  their  voices,  they  would  infallibly 
have  betrayed  us.  And  now  behold  me  for 
the  firft  time  in  my  life  in  a  ftate  of  war  with 
a  favage  horde,  and  determined  to  carry  it  on 
with  art,  if  I  found  myfelf  oppofed  by  a  fupe- 
xior  force  ! 

As  it  was  no  favourable  moment  for  the  at- 
tack, I  deferred  it  till  break  of  day ;  and,  that 
it  might  be  conduded  in  the  moft  advanta** 
geous  manner,  I  intrenched  both  myfelf  and 
my  troop  behind  a  thick  patch  of  brufhwood^ 
which  afforded  us  a  fecure  rampart  againft  the 
offenfive  weapons  of  our  enemies^  and  ren- 
dered  ours  ftill  more  formidable. 

The  bu(h  was  large  enough  to  contain  and 
(hdter  all  my  fufileers,  and  each  of  us,  by  fe- 
parating  a  few  branches,  made  a  fort  of  loop- 
hole, through  which  he  could  prefent  the 
mouth  of  his  piece  and  fire. 

In  this  fituation,  we  waited  patiently  and  in 

filence  for  the  moment  of  attack.    The  knaves 

themfcJves  feemed  to  favour  us  by  their  con- 

X3  dua. 
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dud.  Their  obftrcperous  joy  fubfided  by 
degrees ;  and  at  length,  giving  way  to  fatiguct 
they  withdrew  into  their  huts  to  fleep,  and  the 
nolfe  ceafed  altogether. 

Day  appeared,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  my  im- 
pa^ence,  which  I  could  fcarce  reftrain.  But 
I  then  perceived  that  we  had  badly  calculated 
our  diftance.  Our  poft  was  fo  far  from  the 
kraal,  that  our  (hot  would  hardly  reach  it« 
We  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  quit  the  bu(h^ 
aad  approach  nearer  the  huts :  but  we  left  our 
two  oxen  and  my  two  horfes  (hekered  by  it, 
with  a  man  to  take  care  of  them,  that  they 
tmght  be  ready  for  my  ule  if  we  experienced 
a  check. 

Certain  that  all  the  people  of  the  kraal 
were  ftft  afleep,  we  advanced  openly,  and  took 
poft  in  front  of  ^t  within  gun-fhot.  The 
kraal  was  of  confiderable  fiz^e,  appearing  to 
contain  about  thirty  or  forty  huts.  It  was  built 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  about  halfway  up  its  accli^ 
vity,  and  behind  it  a  range  of  lofty  mountains 
arofe  like  an  amphiiheatfe. 

All  our  guns  were  loaded,  which  I  thought 
a  neceflary  precaution :  yet  it  was  not  my  in^ 
teotion  to  commence  hoflilities  by  the  eSufion 

of 
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of  blood.  I  was  defirous  of  alarming  the  rob- 
bers only,  and  putting  them  to  flight,  bjr  the 
terror  of  a  fudden  and  unexpeded  attack.  In 
confequence,  I  enjoined  my  people  to  £re  in- 
to the  air,  and  pofitively  forbad  them  to  aim 
at  a  Angle  man,  unlefs  we  were  obliged  to  do 
fo,  and  I  fhould  give  exprcfs  orders  to  that 
purpofe. 

I  began  the  attack  by  firing  my  large  car- 
bine, the  report-  of  which,  re-echoed  by  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  produced  a  thunder- 
ing noife.  We  expeified  that  the  whole  horde 
would  run  away  affrighted  at  the  found;  and 
my  people  prepared  to  heighten  the  general 
terror  by  a  difcharge  of  their  mulketry.  To 
our  great  aftonifhment,  however,  not  a  fingTe 
pirfon  appeared.  I  ordered  feveral  other 
difcharges  of  our  guns,  bat  in  vain;  every 
thing  ftill  continued  quiet,  and  I  was  at  a  lofs 
what  to  augur  from  the  circuniftance. 

This  fecurity  was  but  apparent.  While 
every  thing  without  indicated  fleep  and  tran- 
quillity, within  all  was  confufion  and  affiright. 
But  by  an  infernal  ftratagem,  in  which  my 
robbers  no  doubt  had  long  been  pra£tifed,  no 
one  would  (liew  himfelf  till  all  were  in  a  ftate 

X4  of 
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of  defence.  Probably  they  had  a  fignal  to 
inform  each  other  on  fuch  occafions  whea 
they  were  ready. 

When  armed,  all,  fuddenly  and  at  the  fame  ^ 
inftant,  iffued  from  their  huts,  advanced 
towards  us  with  fearful  yells,  and  difcharged 
a  flight  of  arrows,  which  fell  fhort,  as  we  were 
out  of  their  reach,  and  which  we  returned  by 
a  difcharge  of  our  pieces,  ftill  firing  over  their 
huts. 

The  favages,  finding  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  fuppofed  that  my  fhot  could  not  in- 
jure them.  1  hey  accordingly  all  joined,  and 
advanced  againft  us  with  fury.  I  waited  their 
^proach  without  moving.  My  people,  in 
the  mean  time,  cried  out  to  them  to  reftorc 
my  oxen.  Whether  they  heard  us  amid  the 
general  noife,  I  am  ignorant;  1)ut,  being  arrived 
within  bow-fhot,  they  fent  us  another  flight  of 
arrows;  which  now  fell  every  where  around  us. 

Thinking  that  it  was  no  longer  time  to 
.  4ally  and  content  myfelf  with  empty  noife, 
I  ordered  my  men. to  fire  at  their  antagonifts ; 
and,  our  difcharges  fucceeding  alternately, 
we  foon  faw  the  troop  difperfing  like  ants, 
each  running  his  own  way,  with  yells  which 

wew 
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vrerenot,  like  theformer,  fignals  of  battle  and 
the  expreffion  of  intrepidity,  but  the  cries  of 
dcfpair. 

Soon,  however,  they  rallied  ;  and  I  faw 
them  even  gain  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  collet 
my  cattle  that  were  fcattered  about  upoa  it; 
and  difappear  with  them.  Their  women  and 
children  had  already  repaired  thither  during 
the  engagement,  fo  that  the  fhadow  of  am 
enemy  was  no  longer  to  be  feen. 

The  moft  vexatious  circumftance  that  could 
happen  to  me  at  fuch  a  juncture  was  this  re- 
treat, which  a  fecond  time  deprived  me  of  my 
cattle.  Where  would  have  been  the  ufe  of  all 
the  labour  and  fatigue  that  for  fome  days  I 
had  undergone,  if,  without  refource,  they 
were  taken  from  me  anew  ?  Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  loft.  Should  the  troop  reach  the 
deiiles  of  the  mountains  with  them,  their  re- 
covery would  be  impofliblo,  and  they  wQuld 
be  gone  for  ever. 

I  fcnt,  therefore,  for  my  two  horfes,  which 
were  behind  the  bufh,  and  difpatching  three 
of  my  markfmen  to  intercept  the  herd  and 
its  condudors  on  one  fide,  I  galloped  away 
with  Klaas  to  cut  off  their  retreat  on  the  othexv 

I  fooQ 
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I  fooa  perceived  the  favages  defcendingthe 
back  of,  the  hill,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  a 
plain,  in  which  was  a  wood.  .On  feeing  ua^ 
they  redoubled  their  fpeed,  and  difappeared  a 
fecond  time  :  but  thofe  who  drove  the  cattle, 
unable  to  make  them  proceed  as  faft  as  they 
wi(hed,  on  account  of  the  defcent,  and  find- 
ing themfelves  in  danger  of  being  furroimded, 
4)uitted  the  herd,  and  ran  td  join  their  com* 
rades. 

Their  flight  was  accelerated  by  the  arrival  of 
my  three  markfmen,  who  came  near  enough  to 
fire  at  arid  kill  one  of  them.  In  the  mean  time 
I  arrived  with  Klaas  by  the  other  route  of  the 
circle,  and  thus  we  got  pofleffion  of  the  cattle. 

It  was  neverthelefs  poffible,  that  the  fugi- 
tives, recovering  from  their  firft  furprife, 
might  be  afliamed  of  having  fled  before  a  few 
men,  whom  they  twenty  times  out-numbered, 
and  retdrn  to  attack  us  in  force.  Befides,  if  they 
wanted  courage,  they  were  not  unfkilled  in 
wiles  and  ftratagems;  and  they  might  thereby 
harafs  our  retreat,  and  gradually  deprive  us  of 
the  fruit  of  our  vidory.  Without  a  moment's 
delay,  therefore,  I  polled  two  men  on  the  hill 

to  watch  their  movements,  and  obfcrve  whe- 
ther 
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therthcy  came  out  of  the  wood,  while  I  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  kraal  to  rqoin  the  reft  of  my 
troop,  having  the  herd  driven  before  me* 

Either  by  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  forced 
march  they  had  been  compelled  to  make,  or 
by  wounds  from  the  aflagays  with  which  they 
had  b^n  driven  on,  almoft  all  the  cattle  were 
lamed.  However,  it  was  a  happinefs  to  us  Co 
recover  them  in  any  condition*  The  Kaminou-i^ 
quas  knew  theirs,  which  were  all  complete  in 
point  of  number,  as  alfo  were  mine,  the  ox  ex« 
cepted  which  was  drowned  in  the  river,  and 
my  war-ox.  This  fine  animal  had  been  killed 
for  the  feaft,  and  we  found  his  head  on  the 
ground  near  the  kraaL 

TTie  cattle  of  the  horde  were  in  their  en- 
clofure,  fo  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  have 
avenged  myfelf  according  to  the  law  of  reta* 
liation  by  taking  them  all  away ;  to  which  the 
people  in  their  anger  advifed  me.  Such  con- 
dud,  in  their  opinion,  was  perfedly  juft ;  and 
the  planters  at  the  Cape  never  fail  fo  to  ad  , 
on  fimilar  occafions.  But  this  was  not  con<^ 
formable  to  my  principles.  As  an  indemnifi-^ 
catioh  for  my  lofs,  I  contented  myfelf  with  a 
young  cow,  which  had  juft  calved,  and  two 
fat  fheep — ^Icis  as  an  equivalent  for  what  they 

had 
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had  fiolen,  than  to  give  them  a  flriking  proof 
t>f  my  moderation  and  fcrupulous  equity. 

Having  iriflidted  this  puniihment,  I. called 
in  my  fentineb^  and  prepared  to  depart.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  pafs  through  the  long  narrow 
path  by  which  we  came,  I  had  many  precaa* 
tions  to  take  to  avoid  ah  ambufcade  and  repri* 
fals ;  and  thefe  were  the  more  neceflary,  be- 
caufe  the  oxen  could  travel  but  flo'wly  on  ac- 
count of  their  wounds,  and  were  forced  to 
proceed  in  a  line  one  after  another.  I  fent 
Klaas  with  two  fufileers  at  the  head  of  the 
detachment,  while  I  formed  myfelf  with  the 
reft  of  the  troop  the  rear  guard ;  and  in  this 
order  we  reached  the  plain.    . 

I  expe<^ed  to  find  the  two  Kaminouqua 
guides  in  the  place  where  we  had  left 
them  the  day  before ;  but  when  we  drew 
near,  I  heard  a  lamentable  yelling  at  the.  head 
of  my  troop,  which  chilled  me  with  horror. 
I  immediately  haftcned  thither ;  and  my  eyes 
were  prcfented  with  fo  frightful  a  fpedt^le, 
that  the  hideous  idea  of  It  makes  meilill  Ihudr 
der  as  I  write.  The  two  unfortunate  fevages, 
who  had  fo  generoufty  offered  themfelvcs 
*fi  niy  glides,  were  lying  on  the  ground^ 
n^y  dead,  md  weltering  i»  their  blood*  • 

4  My 


AFRICA.  317 

My  firft  thought  was^  that  they  had  beea 
d&fcovered  by  feme  of  the  horde,  and  facrificed 
to  their  fufpidon ;  but,  on  approaching  nearer^ 
I  was  quickly  undeceiyed.  The  lower  Jaw  of 
one  was  bruifed,  broken,  and  almoft  all  torn 
away.  The  fragments  that  ftill  remained, 
and  his  tongue  which  was  expofed  to  view, 
hung  bleeding  on  his  neck  and  breafL  He 
was  abfolutely  dying,  and  afibrded*  no  other 
fign  of  life  than  the  beating  of  his  pulfe.  But 
the  prodigious  fwelling  of  his  head,  the  dreads 
ful  alteration  of  his  face,  and  the  darting  of 
the  eyes  from  their  orbits,  had  fo  disfigured 
him,  that  he  no  longer  retained  a  human  coun-» 
tenance,  and  exhibited  a  fight  that  while  it 
rended  my  heart  was  difgu fling  to  behold. 

His  comrade  had  many  bites  or  lacerations 
on  the  body,  and  one  arm  broken,  or  rather 
ground  to  pieces,  in  two  places.  His  con- 
dition,; however,  ^as  by  no  means  fo  bad  a9 
the  other,  and  he  could  even  fpeak. 

We  interrogated  him  refpeding  the  caufe 
of  their  difafter,  and  he.  informed  us,  that, 
after  we  had  Irft  him,  they  had  extinguiftiied 
their  fire,  tl^t  they  might  not  be  difcovered 
by  the  Bo(hmen ;  and  having  fallen  afleep  at 
'A  a  little 
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a  little  diilance  from  each  other^  he  wad  pte^ 
ftDtJj  awaked  by  the  cries  of  his  companion^ 
Inftantly  running  to  his  afSftance,  he  fouad 
him  ftruggling  in  the  paws  of  a  lion,  wliich 
he  ftruck  in  the  flank  with  his  aflagay.  The 
animal,  finding  himfelf  wounded,  then  turned 
upon  him,  and  reduced  him  before  he  fled  to 
the  condition  in  which  we  faw  him. 

This  melancholy  narrative  grieved  and  ter- 
rified me ;  and  my  diftrefs  was  rendered  more 
acute  by  the  refled:ion,  that  I  was  myfelf  the 
innocent  caufe  of  their  death  by  having  ac- 
cepted their  fer vices.  How  much  did  I  ihen 
lament,  that  I  had  no  other  kffiftance  to  offer ' 
to  thefe  poor  expiring  wretches,  than  that  of 
ending  their  fufferings  by  difpatching  them  ott 
the  fpot ! 

To  this  barbarous  a(Stion,  however,  I  felt,  , 
with  regard  to  one  of  them>  extreme  repug- 
nance* 1  therefore  tore  my  fhirr,  and  mad^ 
bandages  of  it,  with  which,  in  the  beft  man- 
ner I  could,  1  bound  up  the  wounds  of  the 
^ing  Kaminouqua..  I  did  the  fame  aMb  M 
the  arm  of  his  comrade*  But,*'  as  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  for  iys  t6  remain  toc3r 
lomg^in  a  place  fb  near  the  horde,  I  thought  it 

5  prudent 
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pradent  to  depart  as  quickly  as  poifible.  I  di-» 
reded  the  wounded  men  to  be  placed  on  my 
two  horfeSy  and  marched  myfelf  on  foot,  con* 
tinufng  to  command  the  rear  guard.  W^  had 
fortunately  no  occafion  again  to  crofs  the  fiver, 
my  camp  being  on  this  fide,  as  I  have  already 
obferved }  accordingly  I  proceeded  ftrarght 
towards  it. 

After  five  hours  travelling,  having  found 
an  open  plain,  where  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear 
being  attacked  by  furprife,  I  halted  and  re- 
folved  to  pafs  the  night  there,  out  of  pity  fot 
the  two  wounded  men.  The  motion  of  the 
journey  had  rendered  them  worfe.  One  of 
them  already  experienced  that  fatal  rattling  in 
the  throat  which  is  the  fign  of  approaching 
death,  and  which  left  me  no  hope  of  his  re- 
covery. Him  I  direded  to  be  laid  on  the 
ground,  and  conceived  that  the  beft  thing  I 
could  do  was  there  to  fuffer  him  quietly  td 
die. 

The  feaking  of  the  horfe,  renewing  the 
pains  of  his  comrade,  drew  from  him  the 
moft  agonizing  cries  on  the  road,  which  pierced 
my  very  foul ;  and  he  conjured  me  a  hundred 
times  to  put  an  end  to  his  torments  by  (hoot* 

ing 
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log  him  through  the  head.  I  took  oflF  th» 
bandage  from  his  arm/andfaw^  by  the  fwelling 
and  inflammation  it  had  produced,  that  his 
fufferings  muft  have  b^en  extreme.  My  fa-f 
▼ages  went  in  queft  of  fome  herbs,  which  they 
bruifed  and  applied  by  way  of  poultice:  while 
I,  as  the  bed  means  I  could  devife,  •  dircded 
fplints  to  be  prepared  to  fteady  his  arm ;  but 
they  employed  a  much  more  ingenious  contri- 
vance, the  fimplicity  cf  which  furprifed  me. 

They  chofe  a  young  tree  nearly  of  the  fize 
of  the  fraduped  limb,  and,  making  a  longitu- 
dinal incifion  in  the  bark,  feparated  a  piece  of 
a  certain  length  from  its  whole  circumference ; 
then  opening  this  kind  of  fheath,  they  pbced 
the  arm  in  it,  and  confined  it  with  a  thong. 

I  admired  the  novelty  and  readinefs  of  thic 
invention  ;  for  I  was  ignorant  that  it  had  been 
known  in  Europe  for  feveral  years^  and  thiit 
ourfurgeons  had  lately  employed  the  bark  of 
the  oak  for  the  fftme  purpofe,  and  with  fimilar 
fuccefs.  Thys  (iniple  and  beneficent  nature  is 
always  the  laft  to  whom  we  have  recourfe; 
though  it  requires  ages  of  learning  and  immenfc 
fiudy  to  learn  to  forget  her  for  a  moment. 

At  tjie  approach  of  .night  I  ordered  large 

fires 
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fires  to  be  kindled,  which,  being  difpofed  in  a 
circle  of  more  than  four  hundred  paces  in  dia- 
meter, formed  a  ring  around  us  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  paces  in  extent.  Its  vivid 
light,  expofing  an  extenfivefield  to  our  view, 
guarded  us  from  furprife ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
it  would  keep  our  enemies  at  fuch  a  diftance,  if 
they  came  to  attack  us,  that  we  fhould  be  out 
of  reach  of  their  arrows,  or  at  mod  within 
random  Ihot  only,  as  they  could  not  take  the 
neceflary  aim  to  do  us  effedual  injury.  My 
marquee  was  pitched  in  the  centre  of  this  large 
circle,  and  had  another  fire  near  it. 

About  ten  at  night,  the  favage  whom  I  had 
given  over  as  irrecoverable  expired ;  and  his 
death,  from  the  gloomy  reflexions  to  which  it 
gave  rife,  diflfufed  a  melancholy  forrow  among 
mypeople.  I  retired  to  my  tent  to  indulge  my 
feelings :  but  my  dog,  who  lay  by  my  fide, 
prefently  difplayed  extraordinary  uneafinefs, 
at  which  I  was  alarmed.  Liftenlng  I  heard 
the  roar  of  a  lion.  No  doubt  it  was  the  fame 
by  which  the  Kaminouquas  had  been  attiCked 
the  night  before,  and  that  had  followed  our 
ileps.  A  few  difcharges  of  our  guns,  however, 
drove  him  away,  and  we  heard  him  no  more. 

Vol.  III.'  Y  ^    Som 
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Some  mtnutes  after,  I  was  alarmefd  by  the 
tumultuous  movements  of  our  cattle :  they 
jollied  one  another  in  a  fearful  manner^  were 
in  violent  agitation,  and  bellowed  terribly.  At 
firft  we  thought  it  was  the  lion  returning,  and 
a  few  guns  were  fired  again  to  drive  him  away : 
but  their  fright,  which  ftill  continued,  indicated 
enemies  of  another  kind.  At  the  fame  time  I 
heard  on  the  outfide  of  my  marquee  a  noife 
like  fomething  continually  falling  upon  and 
ftriking  it. 

Though  my  dog  was  ftill  reftlefs,  I  gave  lit- 
tle heed  to  his  warning,  as  I  had  frequently 
heard  (imilar  blows  occ^lioned  by  large  beetles 
flying  headlong  againft  ray  tent  I  lay  ftill, 
therefore,  on  my  mat ;  but  prefentjy  feeling  the 
cloak  that  covered  me  to  be  ftruck  by  fome- 
thing, I  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and,  to  my 
furprife,  picked  up  an  arrow. 

It  was  clear  that  we  were  attacked,  and  that 
the  Boftimen,  availing  themfelves  of  the  night, 
had  purfued  and  were  adtually  firing  upon  us. 
1  called  to  arms,  and  my  troop  was  inftantly  in 
a  ftate  of  defence.  As  the  fire  near  my  tent 
difFufed  too  much  light  around  us,  and  thereby 
cxpofed  us  too  vifibly  to  their  arrows,  I  or- 
dered 
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dered-h  to  be  exdnguiihed.  Bjr  this  proceed^ 
ing  we  were  ourfelves  in  a  degree  of  darknefs, 
while  the  fires  that  furrounded  us  would  render 
our  enemies  perfectly  vifible  if  they  approached. 
>  No  one,  however,  appeared ;  yet  they  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time  to  let  fly  their  ar- 
rows at  ray  tent. 

My  people  would  fain  have  taken  it  down : 
but  this  I  would  not  permit,  for  I  was  glad 
that  its  whitenefs  rendered  it  perceptible,  and 
that  it  ferved  as  a  mark  to  the  fhooters.  We 
had  only  .to  retire  from  it,  and  remain  at  a 
little  diftance,  to  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
ihem :  befides,  the  more  they  fliot,  the  fooner 
it  was  to  be  prefumed  their  quivers  would  be 
emptied,  and  confequently  the  fooner  would 
they  be  induced  to  retreat. 

My  only  fear  was,  that,  knowing  us  to  be 
few  in  number,  and  themfelves  a  multitude  ia 
comparifon,  they  would  dired  their  attack  ac- 
cordingly. Certainly,  if  they  had  furrounded 
us  by  forming  a  circle,  and  had  then  fallen  all 
at  once  upon  our  little  band,  we  muft  have  be^n 
mafTacred  without  refource.  But  this  waSvbc** 
yond  their  (kill  in  tadics.  So  far  from  form- 
ing fuch  a  plan,  all  their  arrows  came  from  the 

Y  2  fame 
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htne  fide,  which  (hewed  they  were  nnitcd  in 
a  body  there,  and  did  not  mean  to  feparate. 

This  imprudence  gave  us  a  great  advantage 
over  them,  by  pointing  at  the  fpot  at  which  we 
might  dire£t  our  guns.  Slich  of  my  Hottentots 
as  had  arrows  requeftcd  that  they  might  make 
ufe  of  them  alfo ;  but  I  would  not  permit  it ; 
for  their  uncertain  aim  would  have  been  ufelefs 
at  the  time,  and  would  befides,  while  it  ftripped 
us  of  oUr  weapons,  have  furniOied  a  fupply  to 
the  enemy. 

The  fafeft  way  in  our  fituatlon  was  to  wait 
patiently,  and  fufFcr  them  to  cxhauft  their 
flock  of  arrows.  Moft  of  them  fell  upwards 
of  twenty  paces  from  us,  and  thofc  that  reached 
us  were  £hot  at  random,  and  had  fpent  their 
force;  fo  that  being  myfelf  wrapped  in  my 
cloak,  and  my  people  in  their  krofies,  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  them. 

What  I  forefaw  took  place.  Our  aflailants 
exhaufled  their  ammunition;  a  few  arrows  only 
were  now  fliot  towards  us  at  confiderable  in- 
tervals ;  and  the  approach  of  day  foon  made 
them  give  over  the  attack  altogether,  and 
think  of  nothing  but  retreating. 

It  is  certain  that,  thus  difarmed  and  defence^ 

lefe. 
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lefs,  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  great 
rilk  ;  and,  if  I  had  thought  proper  to  purfue 
them,  I  might  have  maflacred  a  great  number. 
This  my  people  eagerly  advifed.  But  of  what 
advantage  to  me  would  a  few  murders  have 
been  ?  I  had  regained  pofleffion  of  my  herd, 
and  perhaps  too  much  blood  had  already  been 
flied.  If  the  return  of  dawn,  thetibfore,  gavjC 
me  pleafure,  it  was  that  it  freed  me  from  an 
attack  which  had  occaiioned  fome  uneadnefs, 
and  permitted  me  to  refume  my  journey. 

My  Hottentot  bowmen  employed  them- 
felves in  colleding  the  arrows.  There  was  a 
confiderable  number,  and  they  were  alll  poU 
foned*  Three  only  had  penetrated  into  my 
tent ;  feventeen  had  pierced  the  canvafs,  and 
flill  remained  there ;  all  the  reft  were  fcatter* 
ed  around.  One  cf  my  oxen,  however,  had 
received  two  wounds ;  and  as  the  wounds, 
though  flight,  muft  have  proved  mortal  in 
confequence  of  the  poifon,  I  ordered  him  to 
be  killed  and  cut  up  immediately  for  our 
eating. 

Before  Ve  fet  off,  I  was  defirous  that  we 

ihould  bury  the   corpfe  of  our  unfortunate 

mminouqua,  pr  at  leaft  cover  it  with  fand  and 

<y  3  ftonesj 
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ftones;  and  I  propofed  it  to  his  countrymen: 
but  they  afked  my  permiffion  to  take  it  with 
them.  They  were  afraid  that  the  robbers^ 
when  they  returned  to  fearch  for  their  ar- 
rows, would  difcover  the  body,  and  lay  upoa 
it  fome  fatal  fpell,  Such,  faid  they,  is  thecuf- 
tom  of  the  Bofhmep ;  and  in  this  way  do  thole 
barbarians  fn  quenily  caufe  a  whole  family, 
and  fometimes  even  a  whole  nation,  to  periflu 

Thefe  remarks  betrayed  grofs  ignorance  and 
fuperllition.  But,  as  I  had  no  hopes  of  en- 
lightening them,  I  confented  to  their  requeft. 
The  body  of  the  dead  Kaminouqua  was  accord- 
ingly wrapped  up  in  his  krofs,  and  placed 
upon  the  back  of  an  ox ;  and  we  departed. 

1  continued  to  purfue  nearly  the  fame  courfe, 
keeping  at  fome  diftance,  however,  from  the 
trees  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  that  we  might  nei- 
ther be  furrounded  nor  furprifed.  After  four 
hours  march,  I  thought  proper  to  halt  to  take 
fome  refreOmient.  We  had  now  been  fafting 
four-and-twenty  hours,  without  having  been 
able  to  fleep,  or  fwallow  fo  much  as  a  morfel  of 
food. 

While  we  were  taking  our  repaft,  three  fa- 
vages  of  the  Gheyfliqua  nation  pafled  usj  a 

nation 
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nation  which  I  had  been  alTured  was  the  only 
one  among  the  Hottentots  that  pradi.ed  femi- 
caftration.  Their  horde  was  fix  leagues  dif- 
tant  on  our  left,  to  the  fouth-eaft ;  and  they 
were  going  to  vilit  fome  hordes  of  the  greater 
Nimi.juas.  But  when  they  h<.ard  of  our  ad- 
venture with  the  Bofhmcn,  they  imagined 
thefe  freebooters  would  dill  remain  in  the  field 
for  feveral  days  to  annoy  me  on  my  march^ 
and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  them  to 
continue  their  journey.  Accordingly  they  re^ 
iblved  to  return. 

As  I  had  been  attacked  the  preceding  night, 
and,  having  dill  two  nights  to  pafs  before*! 
could  reach  my  camp,  had  reafon  to  fear  I 
ihould  be  attacked  again,  I  thought  I  fhould 
zSl  wifely  by  altering  my  courfe,  and  accom- 
panying the  Gheyfliquas  to  their  horde.  By 
this  oblique  march,  I  might  deceive  the  Bofh^ 
men,  and  throw  them  off  their  fcent;  and  if, 
notwithftanding  the  d^knefs  of  the  night, 
they  difcovered  my  ftratagem  and  perceived 
my  fteps,  I  had  real  on  to  imagine  they  would 
ceafe  to  follow,  or  at  leaft  not  venture  to 
approach  me,  when  fupported  by  a  numerous 
Y  4  horde. 
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horde.  This  cortjedure  fcemed  plaufibic  ta 
my  people :  they  preffed  me  to  adopt  the  plan, 
and  I  did  fo. 

The  dead  body,  however,  gave  me  fome 
uneafinefs.  I  w^as  afraid  it  might  be  the 
objeft  of  fome  frefli  fuperftition  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  horde,  and  that  they  would  give 
us  but  an  unwelcome  reception,  if  they  did 
not  abfolutely  drive  us  from  their  diftrid. 

To  prevent  this  inconvenience,  I  propofed 
to  the  Kaminouquas  to  inter  the  body,  and 
they  confented, ,  Befides  the  krofs  in  which 
it  was  wrapped,  another  was  put  over  its  fece  ; 
"  it  was  then  covered  with  ftones ;  and  they  ful- 
lilled,  as  far  as  circumftanccs  allowed,  all  the 
duties  prefcribed  by  the  cuftoms  of  their  na- 
tion. 

It  was  funfet  when  we  reached  the  horde  ; 
^nd  I  was  received  with  the  fame  friendfhip  as 
I  had  experienced  every  where  elfe.  But  no 
fooner  was  our  adventure  known  than  they" 
were  feized  with  alarm.  They  had  no  doubt 
*  but  the  Boflimen  would  come  and  attack  us 
again  daring  the  night.  In  confequence  they 
pot  only  remov^  their  cattle,  but  rcquefied 

IP? 
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Hie  to  keep  mine  feparate  from  them,  and  at  a 
diftance  from  the  kraaL 

Thefe  precautions  arofe  from  the  bad  opi- 
mon  entertained  of  the  Boflimen;  and  indeed 
the  tales  they  related  of  them  rendered  thdr 
fofpicionsexcuf2d)Ie.  According  to  thefe  Gheyf* 
fiquas,  the  Boflimen  horde  was  nothing  but 
the  retreat  of  aflaflins,  th€  afylum  of  thieves, 
compofed  of  deferters  from  twenty  diflS^rent 
nations }  and  fo  much  the  more  dangerous, 
bccaufe,  being  formidabk  from  their  number, 
they  attacked,  openly  and  without  diftindion, 
every  little  tribe  from  which  they  could  expeA 
any  booty. 

Thefe  focieties  of  Bolhmen  in  no  wife  re- 
iemble  thofe  I  had  feen  in  the  eafl  of  Africa* 
The  latter,  compofed  of  thieves  and*  runa- 
ways who  diftruft  one  another,  were  few  in 
number,  and  confided  of  little  feparate  bands, 
from  whom,  of  courfe,  nothing  more  than 
feme  bold  flroke  or  nocturnal  furprife  was  to 
be  feared.  The  others,  on  the  contrary,  thofq 
with  whom  I  had  at  prefent  to  deal,  compofe 
a  formidable  nation ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
w^s  aftonllhed  that  a  fociety  of  men  without 

^  reftrainty 
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reftraint,  without  difcipline,  and  withouf 
friends,  were  able  to  fubfift.  Yet  what  ftilJ 
more  furprifed  me  was,  that  they  fhould  fubfift 
with  impunity,  and  poflefs  a  peaceable  abode 
in  the  midft  of  twenty  different  hordes,  which 
inceflantly  fufiered  from  their  robberies,  and 
bad  not  the  courage  to  extirpate  them. 

With  refpecJi  t<5  the  robbery  which  regarded 
myfelf,  I  here  learned  foioe  particulars  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  ad  been  accomplifhed, 
with  which  I  was  before  unacquainted.  Bern- 
fry  and  Moodel,  it  feems,  had  given  the  advice 
and  concerted  the  plan.  Thefe  two  villains^ 
united  together  and  worthy  of  being  friends^ 
were  In  alliance  with  the  Bofhmen.  On  the 
watch  for  expeditions  and  enterprifes  which 
Boftimen  may  undertake,  they  give  them 
mformation,  point  out  the  means  of  fucceeding, 
direft  the  execution,  and  (hare  the  profit. 

Moodel  in  particular,  more  clofely  connect- 
ed with  the  horde  than  Bemfry,  was  at  once 
their  fpy  and  protedor.  All  his  cattle  were 
kept  at  their  kraal ;  all  I  faw  there  had  his 
mark,  and  belonged  to  him  j  and  the  Gheyf- 
fiquas  exprefled  their  forrow  that  I  did  not,  as 

a  puniih* 
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a  ptinHhnient  for  the  theft  committed  on  me, 
take  them  away. 

I  had  taken- every  precaution  for  the  de- 
fence of  mine,  fhould  we  be  attacked  again  in 
the  nighr;  but  whether  the  Bofhmen  loft  our 
track  in  the  dark,  or  whether  they  feared  the 
affiftance  that  might  be  given  me  by  the  horde, 
they  did  not  appear. 

To  efcape  them  entirely  and  reach  my  camp, 
I  had  now,  as  nearly  as  I  could  eftimate,  fifteem 
or  (ixteen  leagues  to  travel  j  and,  as  Jo  lonp  a  * 
journey  was  nit  to  be  accomplifhed  in  one 
day,  I  could  have  wifhed  to  proceed  as  far  as 
poflible  by  a  forced  march,  and  then  halt  for 
the  night.  But  the  condition  of  my  oxed 
prevented  my  executing  this  plan.  As  the 
thieves  had  compelled  them  to  travel  without 
refting,  and  had  not  even  onee  allowed  them 
time  to  feed,  they  were  fo  extremely  fatigued 
and  reduced,  that  I  defpaired  of  being  able  tp 
drive  them  a  ftep  farther.  I  faw  themftretch- 
ed  on  the  ground  as  if  they  were  never  more 
to  rife.  They  were  in  the  midft  of  excellent 
grafs  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  this  circumftance, 
and  hungry  as  tlicy  were,  thpir  wearinefs  was 

fa 
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fo  great  as  to  take  from  them  ail  defire  of 
eating. 

It  was  fortunate  for  me,  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances,  that  I  had  arrived  at  a  place  where 
I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Bofhmeiu 
This  fecurity,  added  to  the  excellence  of  the 
pafture,  determined  me  to  renuin  for  a  while 
where  I  was.  Befides,  our  halt,  while  it  alf 
lowed  the  cattle  time  to  recover,  would  alfo 
afford  reft  to  our  wounded  Kaminouqua^  who 
had  in  reality  equal  need  of  it. 

His  arm  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  was  aeceffary  to  place  it  in  a  larger  piece  of 
bark.  All  the  part  about  the  elbow  had  fup- 
purated,  and  fplinters  were  working  out  of  it, 
which  his  furgeons  extraded  without  pity, 
though  the  operation  drew  from  him  the  mofl: 
lamentable  cries.  They  continijed  to  apply 
cataplafms  to  his  wound,  compofed  of  chewed 
leaves  and  mutton  fuet.  He  had  the  mod 
ianguine  hopes  froln  this  remedy  ;  and  I  alfo„ 
Ignorant  as  I  was,  had  fome  confidence  in  it, 
becaufe  his  wounds,  except  the  fwelling,  looked 
well,  and  he  felt  eafy  every  time  they  were 
CQoled  by  the  application  of  a  frelh  dreillng. 

To 
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To  judge  of  the  Gheyffiquas  by  their  fea- 
tures and  the  clapping  of  their  language,  they 
are  bf  the  Hottentot  nation.  They  have 
marks  of  refemblance  to  the  Gonaquas;  and, 
from  a  comparifon  ofthefe  ana.logie8,  I  believe 
them  to  have  fprung  from  the  Nimiquas  and 
the  CafFres,  as  the  Gonaquas  are  defcendcd 
from  the  Caffies  and  the  Hottentots. 

The  diftrift  inhabited  by  the  Gheyfliqua 
nation  borders  on  CafTraria,  which  confirms 
my  conjedure.  The  people  of  the  horde 
themfelves  fliowed  me  a  chain  of  mountains 
to  the  eaft,  which  extending  to  a  diftance  was 
loft  in  the  north,  and  which,  inhabited  by  their 
principal  tribes,  feparated  them  from  the  CaC» 
fres,  or  at  leaft  from  the  Briquas  and  Bremas, 
whom  they  confider  as  tribes  of  Caffres. 

The  Gheyfliqua  language  appeared  to  me 
to  be  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Greater 
Nimiquas;  yet  thefe  two  people  feemed  to 
bear  lefs  refemblance  to  each  other  than  any 
of  the  African  nations. 

With  refpedl  to  fuch  charadcriftics  as  are 
mot  original  and  derived  from  nature,  as  the 
form  of  their  drefs,  weapons,  inftruments  of 
intific,  fbndnefs  for  bunting  and  dancing,  and 

the 
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the  .like,  the  Gheyffiquas  do  not  differ  from  the 
furrounding  nations ;  except  in  having  adopt- 
ed a  particular  colour  for  their  ornaments^  All 
the  ornament?  of  the  Gheyffiquas  are  white^ 
and  compofed  of  the  bones  of  a  flieep's  leg  or 
foot,  to  which  they  give  a  dazzling  whitenefs 
by  proceffes  peculiar  to  themfelves*  Thus,  as 
they  fabricate  their  own  necklaces  and  other 
articles  of  luxiu-y,  and  have  no  occafion  to  pur- 
chafe  the  materials,  they  have  no  dependence 
on  the  colonies  with  refpeft  to  trade,  except 
for  a  few  ncceflary  articles,  wliich  they  want 
in  common  with  other  favages.  Accordiogly 
this  nation  is  lefs  known  and  lefs  vifited  than 
any  other. 

The  women  are  well  made,  lively,  and  al- 
ways ready  to  laugh  or  dance :  yet,  with  all 
the  gaiety  of  their  difpofition,  they  have  the 
refer vednefs  of  manners  to  which  polifhed  na* 
tions  give  the  names  of  modefty  and  decorum, 
and  which,  in  fo  warm  a  climate  and  with 
fuch  ardent  conftitutions,  appears  to  be  a  vir- 
tue of  no  eafy  attainment. 

I  am  ignorant  ^o  what  phyfical  or  moral 
caufe  they  are  indebted  for  their  continence  ; 
and  I  ihall  only  obferve  how  flrange  it  is,  that 
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in  the  fame  climate,  and  among  people  diflSrr- 
iQg  fo  little  from  each  other,  we  Ihould  find 
here  women  fo  chafte,  and  there  others  fa  much 
the  reverfe  ! 

No  where  did  I  meet  with  a  nation  fo  truly 
^nerous.  1  had  abfolutely  nothing  to  give 
in  exchange ;  yet  during  the  two  days  I  fpent 
with  them,  I  had  bowls  of  milk  brought  mc 
as  prefents,  night  and  morning,  from  every  hut. 
The  chief  even  obliged  me  to  accept  a  lamb  ; 
and,  though  my  people  had  ftill  fome  of  the 
ox  that  had  been  killed  the  day  before,  he 
would  give  them  alfo  feveral  fheep  to  regale 
themfelves  with. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  femi-caftration 
is  pra£bifed  exclufively  among  the  Gheyfliquas; 
and  it  prevails  in  all  their  hordes  without  ex- 
ception, as  I  was  aflured  by  thofe  ia  whom  I 
convinced  myfelf  of  the  fafl:  by  my  own  eyes, 
which  I  did  without  difficulty ;  for  no  fooner 
was  the  fubjed  of  my  curiofity  known,  than 
ever}'  one  complaifantly  offered  to  fatisfy  me, 
fo  th.  t  i-  I  had  pleafed  I  might  have  infpe6led 
the  whole  hoide. 

-  1  .crs  have  written  upon  the  fubjeA 
:  aical  operation ;  but  they  do  not 

agree 
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agree  dther  as  to  its  origiat  ^^  motives  that 
led  to  its  invention^  or  the  nations  that  prac« 
dfe  it.  Kolben,  who  never  agrees  vfixh  any 
other  author^  and  often  not  very  well  with 
himfelf,  reprefents  it  as  a  religious  ceremony, 
a  general  and  facred  law  with  all  the  Hotten- 
tots indifcriminately. 

According  to  him,  a  prieft  is  charged  with 
the  performance.  "  No  one  is  remembered 
•'  ever  to  have  violated  it ;  and  woe  to  him 
**  who  fhould  endeavour  to  fhun  the  ceremony, 
*'  as  he* would  thereby  certainly  forfeit  his  life!'' 
**  The  prejudices  that  prevail  with  refpe£k  to 
"  this  duty  are  even  fuch,*'  he  adds,  **  that  a 
**  woman  would  not  fubmit  to  the  embraces  of 
*^  a  man  who  had  not  undergone  the  opera*- 
tion.  The  girls,  when  they  marry,  are  very 
rigorous  in  exading  proof  of  it;  and  as  their 
^  natural  modefty  does  not  allcw  them  to  fa- 
**  tisfy  themfelves,  this  office  is  left  to  the  ma- 
^  trons  of  the  family.*' 

Every  word  of  what  I  have  juft  recited  from 
Kolben  is  fabulous.  Yet  if  we  were  to  believe 
him,  he  has  often  been  prefent  at  the  opera- 
tion ;  which,  he  tells  us,  commonly  contifts  in 
the  extradion  of  the  left  tefticle }  and  he  even 

defcribcs 
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defcribes  minutely  all  the  circumflances.  But 
this  is  another  of  his  falfchoods ;  and  at  the 
Cape,  wheTe  all  the  world  knows  he  was 
ftever  once  out  of  the  town,  this  lying  aflertion 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  that  have  induced 
the  favages  to  adopt  the  practice  in  queflion, 
I  have  already  faid,  that  'travellers  arc  not 
agreed  upon  the  fuhje(fi.  Some  attribute  it  to 
the  dcfire  of  rendering  themfelves  more  fleet 
in  running  ;  others  to  an  intention  of  prevent- 
ing the  too  abundant  propagation  of  the  fpe- 
cies.  Kolben  feems  to  incline  to  the  latter 
opinion  :  yet,  far  from  adducing  arguments  to 
fupport  it,  lie  contradidis  it  himfelf,  by  ad- 
vancing, that  twins  are  not  the  lefs  commoa 
on  account  of  the  operation. 

Thefe  contradiftions  formed  in  the  head  of 
this  author  a  confufion  and  perplexity,  which 
he  knew  not  how  to  uru-avel ;  and  thence  he 
concludes,  that  *'  it  is  by  no  means  aftonilhing 
if  writers  who  have  preceded  him  in  giving 
accounts  of  the  Cape,  differ  from  one  another, 
fince  the  Hottentots  themfelves  do  not  agree 
"  in  the  reafons  they  afTign  for  fo  virhimfical  a 
«« cuftom." 
Vol.  hi.  Z  Though 
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Though  1  bavehad  it  in  my  power  to  interro- 
gate, refpeding  its  origin,  the  nations  that  prac- 
tifc  it,  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  knowing 
more  of  it  than  other  travellers.  Thofe  of  the 
Gheyffiquas  whom  1  queftionedon  the  lubjedt 
gave  me  fuch  an  abford  reafon,  that  I  almoft 
Jiefitate  to  repeat  it.  According  to  them,  it  was 
a  mark  of  diftindion  which  their  anceftors,  be^ 
ing  at  wax  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  in- 
yented  for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  one  another. 
On  fuch  occafions  I  am  well  aware  that  peo- 
ple nearly  naked,  and  tefembling  each  other 
in  features  and  complexion,  ftand  in  need  of 
-  diftinguifhing  marks  and  means  of  knowing 
their  fellows.  It  is  with  this  view  that  moft 
of  the  nations  that  furnifh  flaves  to  Eiu^opeans, 
as  the  LoangoeSjPomboes,  Corfnantins,  Aboes^ 
Papas,  &c.  fear  their  faces,  armsj  breafts,  ^nd 
all  the  forepart  of  the  body  from  head  to  fooj. 
The  figure  and  arrangement  of  thefe  fears  are 
fuch,  that  each  nation  qiay  be  diftinguiftied  at 
firft  fight,  and  even  at  a  diftapce.  At  Surinam  I 
have  obferved  the  flaves  brought  for  iale  pro- 
duce a  greater  or  ,kfs  price,  according  to  the 
fears  by  which  their  country  was  diftinguiftied. 
That  external   marks  thus  apparent  may 
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have  been  invented  by  uncultivated  nations  is 
eafy  to  be  conceived  :  but  that  the  people  of 
one  of  them,  in  order  to  recognize  each  other, 
ihould  adopt  a  mark  difficult  to  diilinguiOi^ 
and  which  modefty  would  incline  them  to 
conceal,  appears  to  me  to  be  improbable,  and 
not  entitled  to  belief. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  are  two  modes  of 
performing  the  operation  ;  and  as  they  are  not 
equally  painful,  one  or  the  other  is  employed 
according  to  the  age  of  the  fubjedt  and  the  * 
ftrength  of  his  conftitution.  I  (hall  not  enter 
into  particulars  on  this  point :  the  procefles 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  they  would  be  with  us, 
and  the  refult  has  already  been  fufficiently  ex-> 
plained.  I  (hail  only  obferve,  that  the  father 
ufually  takes  upon  him  the  operation,  which 
he  commonly  performs  at  the  birth  of  the 
child.  Sometimes,  however,  he  defers  it  till 
the  child  is  three  years  old,  or  even  more;  and 
then,  as  I  have  juft  faid,  a  different  mode  is 
employed  by  him. 

If  I  had  plcafed,  I  might  have  been  prefent 
at  the  ceremony.     A   woman  of  the  honhr. 
was  near  the  time   of  her  delivery  ;  but  I 
Ihould  have  been  obliged,  perhaps,  to  haye> 

Z  2  waired 
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waited  feveral  days,  and  this  delay  did  not 
accord  with  my  impatience  to  reach  my 
carnp^ 

On  the  other  hand  I  could  have  wiflicd  not 
to  refume  my  journey,  for  fear  of  being  again 
attacked  by  the  Bofhmen.  I  was  dcfirous  of 
informing  J^wanepoel  of  my  fituation,  and  ob- 
taining from  him  a  reinforcement  which  would 
enable  me  to  repel  them ;  but  how  could  I 
tranfmit  to  him  my  orders  ?  1  had  already  pro* 
pofed  this  commiflion  to  the  people  of  the 
horde  the  firft  day  of  my  arrival,  but  invainj 
for  no  one  would  undertake  it ;  and  as  to  my 
own  people,  they  fpoke  of  it  with  fo  much  re- 
liidanee  and  affright,  that,  after  founding  them 
upon  the  fubjeft,  I  thought  it  prudent  not  to 
make  the  propofal. 

Klaas,  indeed,  was  fufficiently  intrepid  and 
devoted  to  my  fervice  to  embrace  it,  and  he 
even  offered  to  fet  out  alone.  But,  in  my  pre- 
fent  fituation,  the  bravery  of  this  man  was 
more  neceffary  to  me  than  ever.  He  was  the 
foul  of  my  troop ;  he  fupported  its  courage 
by  his  example;  and,  if  we  fhould  be  again 
attacked,  I  had  too  much  need  of  fuch  a  fe* 
cond  voluntarily  to  part  with  him.    I  gave  up, 

there- 
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therefore,  all  thoughts  of  a  reinforcement,  and 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  continue  my  journey 
as  I  had  begun  it. 

I  ventured,  however,  to  requeft  of  the  chief 
a  few  men  to  ferve  me  as  an  efcort  to  my 
camp ;  and,  to  induce  them  to  comply,  I  an- 
tvounced,  that  I  would  reward  them  for  their 
fervices  when  I  arrived,  and  that  1  fliould  be 
equally  ready  to  make  him  alfo  fome  acknow- 
ledgment for  his.  I  expeded  a  rcfufal ;  but 
to  my  aftonifhment,  feveral  perfohs,  without 
hefitation,  offered  to  accompany  me. 

What  was  more,  the  chief  fent  with  me  one 
cf  his  daughters,  requefting  me  to  deliver  to 
her  the  prefents  intended  for  himfelf,  and  not 
to  entruft  them  to  any  one  elfe ;  which  I  ac- 
cordingly promifed. 

We  fet  off  two  hours  before  dawn,  that  we 
might  have  a  longer  day,  and  advance  fa 
much  the  farther.  The  people  of  the  horde 
doubted  not  but  the  Boflimen  were  at  hand,  to 
watch  our  fteps,  and  attack  us  under  favour 
of  the  night :  and  this  conjedure  was  the  more 
probable,  inafmuch  as  having  a  wide  plain  to 
crofs  we  muft  march  in  view.  But  if  this 
were  an  inconvenience  on  the  one  hand,  we 
Z  3  had 
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had  the  advantage  on  the  other  of  being  able 
to  fee  all  around  us,  and  to  difcover  our  ene- 
mies as  quickly  and  as  eafily  as  they  could  dis- 
cover us. 

By  the  filence  obferved  by  my  people,  and 
the  hade  with  which  they  proceeded,  I  judged 
•that  they  were  not  altogether  devoid  of  fear. 
But,  when  day  appeared,  a  complete  change 
took  place ;  and  they  vented  their  courage  in 
the  moft  laughable  bravadoes.  They  argued 
with  one  another- on  the  means  of  repulfmg 
thefe  Bofhmen,  of  whom  they  were  no  longer 
afraid ;  and  on  the  ftratagems  and  manoeuvres 
to  be  employed  to  exterminate  every  man  of 
them,  if  they  had  the  boldnefe  to  make  their 
appearance. 

Each  went  beyond  his  companion  in  his 
boafts.  It  was  who  could  profefs  moft  intre- 
pidity in  facing  a  danger  from  which  they  faw 
themfelves  free.  Proud  as  your  train-bands, 
who  may  have  been  engaged  in  a  (kirmiih 
with  the  mob,  they  recounted  the  adventures 
of  the  night  in.  v^hich  we  had  been  attacked, 
and  wiihed  it  again  to  return. 

This  ebullition  of  courage  continued,  how- 
ever, the  whole  day.     The  moment  a  ditch, 

a  .hillock^ 
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a  hillock,  or  any  little  rifing,  appeared  before 
us^  feveral  of  them  would  voluatarily  fet  off  to 
reconnoitre  it,  and  be  fure  that  no  ambufcade 
was  formed  there ;  and  they  would  not  fuffer 
us  to  advance  till  they  gave  the  fignal.  Thejr 
were  real  children,  whofe  very  timidity  ren- 
dered their  company  the  more  diverting  to  me, 
and  whom  I  might  have  led  to  either  pole,  . 
through  a  hundred  deferts,  provided  I  could 
have  guarantied  their  lives,  which  they  Valued 
above  all  things ;  happy  in  being  ignorant  of 
our  wants,  which  frequently  render  exiftence 
a  burden  to  us  not  eafy  to  be  fupporred 

During  the  halt  yre  made  to  dine,  one  of 
the  favagesof  the  horde,  who  had  gone  upon 
the  fcout,  came  to  inform  me,  that  a  few 
leagues  to  the  right  he  had  difcovered  one  of 
the  angles  formed  by  the  Orange  in  hs  courfe, 
and  had  perceived  the  trees  ftirting  its  banks. 
This  was  joyful  news  to  my  troop.  We  re- 
fumed  our  journey  gaily  without  ahering  our 
■  way,  and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  readied 
the  river,  having  travelled  ten  leagues  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day. 

As  mafter,  the  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  choofe. 

an  advantageous  place  for  the  encampment 

Z  4  of 
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of  ray  little  caravan.  In  the  midft  of  the 
trees  on  the  banks  wp  (hould  have  run  too 
much  rifk,  if  the  Bofhitien  had  come  to  attack 
us  in  the  night.  Five  or  fix  hundred  paces 
on  this  fide  of  them  was  a  tolerable  larg^ 
clump  of  fhrubs,  chiefly  qonfifting  of  ebo- 
nies. 

This  clofe  and  bufliy  thicket  appeared  to  m? 
well  calculated  to  ferve  us  as  a  (belter.  I  dit- 
reined  fuch  trees  as  were  near,  and  that  wera 
capable  of  obftruding  our  fight,  to  be  cut 
down,  which  required  litjtle  trouble,  as  they 
were  all  euphorbias,  great  or  fmall.  Theq, 
while  fome  of  my  peoplp  were  difpatched  on 
;ill  fides  to  cut  wood  for  the  fires  of  the  night, 
others  were  employed,  under  my  diredion,  in 
clearing  the  interior  of  the  thicket,  ^nd  form/- 
ing  a  place  capable  of  containing  us.  The 
outer  edge  we  fortified  with  branches  interr 
woven  together,  and  covered  with  mats  and 
^ins.  Laftly,  to  proted  us  from  fuch  arrows 
as  might  fall  vertically  on  our  heads,  I  caufed 
my  marquee  to  be  ftretched  by  way  pf  canopy 
pn  fome  flakes,  and  thus  formed  a  rqpf,  undej: 
which  we  were  perfedly  fheltered.  With 
fhefe  precautiops  we  could  fear  no  nodurngl 

attacl^ 
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attack  in  the  midft  cf  our  fort,  in  ^hich  we 
might  have  defied  all  the  Boftimen  of  Africa. 

The  oxen  were  tied  up  in  a  circle  round  the 
infide  of  the  inclofure,  and  fo  near  us,  that 
we  could  almoft  touch  them  with  our  hands. 
Thus  defended,  it  was  impoffible  to  think  cf 
^carrying  them  off.  But  their  proximity  had 
one  inconvenience ;  the  noile  they  made  by 
thpir  different  movements,  and  the  uneafinefs 
they  fliowed  from  time  to  time,  and  which  we 
coniidered  as  indications  either  of  Bofhmca 
or  of  wild  beads,  kept  us  fo  conftantly  on  the 
alarm,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  one  of  us  to 
clofe  his  eyes. 

The  night,  however,  though  very  unquiet, 
paflTed  without  our  being  any  otherwife  dif- 
turbed*  We  heard  nothing  but  hyasnas  and 
jackals,  the  cries  of  which,  in  our  fituation, 
were"  pleafing  prognoftics,  as  they  convinced 
us  that  there  were  no  Boflimen  in  the  plain. 

Notwithftanding  this  proof  of  fecurity,  I 
was  unwilling  to  refume  my  journey  till  the 
fun  had  made  his  appearance.  Indeed  we  had 
not  above  five  leagues  to  travel;  and,  of  courfe, 
the  day  was  more  than  fufficient  for  fo  Ihort  a 
ffiarch*     It  is  true,  that  as  we  refolved  to  pro- 

ceed 
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ceed  along  the  wood  by  the  river's  fide,  in  or- 
der to  (horten  our  way,  we  could  advance  but 
flowly,  becaufc,  having  ambufcades  to  fear, 
many  precautions  were  to  be  taken. 

Whfen  arrived  nearly  about  half  way,  we 
heard  the  report  of  fome  guns  fired  on  the 
river.  I  fent  to  examine  what  was  the  occa* 
fion  of  it.  Four  of  my  people  were  hunting 
hippopotamufes,  and  when  informed  of  my 
approach,  they  came  to  exprefs  their  joy,  and 
bring  me  news  of  my  camp.  My  long  ab- 
fence  h?id  given  alarm.  Uneafy  at  hearing  no 
tidings  of  me,  Swanepoel  had  fuppofcd  me  to 
be  killed  by  the  Bofhmen,  with  all  my  party, 
and  that  he  (hould  never  fee  me  ^gain.  I  dif- 
patched  a  man  on  horfeba6k  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  return,  and  two  hours  after,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  camp. 

My  firft  bufinefs  when  I  alighted  was  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded  Kaminouqua«  I 
ordered  my  marquee  to,  be  ereded  for  him ; 
and,  recommending  him  to  the  attention  of 
fuch  of  his  comrades  as  appeared  the  moft  in- 
telligent, borne  down  as  I  was  with  fleepinefs 
and  fatigue,  I  retired  to  reft  in  my  waggon* 
As  for  my  people,  they  fpent  the  night  in 

2  feafting 
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feafting,  and  in  giving  a  minute  account  of 
our  expedition. 

Bernfry,  being  informed  of  my  arrival  hf 
his  emiflTaries,  had  the  audacity  again  to  make 
his  appearance  in  my  camp.     His  defign  v^as 
to  impofe  upon  me  with  refpe<a  to  his  con- 
duGt^  and  to-endeavour  to  veipe  out  the  fufpi- 
cions  I  might  have  conceived  of  him.     H^ 
profefled  a  warm  zeal  for  my  welfare,  and  the 
greateft  perfonal  attachment.     He  fpoke  of  the  r 
horde  of  robbers,  and  informed  me,  that  We 
iiad  killed  four  or  five  perfons,  and  fevcrely 
wounded  feveral  others.     But  he  added,  that 
they  had  fworn  to  be  revenged ;  and  that  I 
muft  redouble  my  vigilance  and  precautions^ 
if  1  wiJhed  to  efcape  a  furprife,  of  which,  foon 
or  late,  I  mult  inevitably  become  the  vidHm. 
My  greateft  enemy  in  this  bufinefs,  according 
to  him,  was  Moodel.     It  was  Moodel  who 
'  proteded  the  horde,  and  of  him,  therefore,  I 
ought  to  be  particularly  on  my  guard. 

Thus,  the  better  to  deceive  me,  did  the 
knave  betray  and  point  out  to  my  vengeance 
his  comrade  and  only  friend.  But  his  fingular 
villany  did  not  impofe  upon  me.  I  cut  (hort 
every  explanation  and  all  farther  fubdety  on 

hU 
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his  part,  by  pretending  to  receive  his  intelli- 
gence as  very  important  advice.  1  even  took 
care  not  to  let  him  perceive  the  fufpicion  I  had 
of  himfelf.  By  this  apparent  confidence  I  left  it 
in  my  power  to  watch  his  condud  fecretly. 
Though,  after  all,  notwithftanding  the  art  he 
had  employed  to  infpire  me  with  dread,  I 
feared  neither  Moodel'  nor  liimfelf,  nor  even 
the  Bofhmen. 

Befides,  as  my  thoughts  were  employed 
on  my  departure,  my  fole  obje£l  was  to  quit 
the  borders  of  Orange-River  without  delay.  I 
had  already  iflued  orders  for  the  neceflary  pre- 
parations, and  I  waited  only  for  their  being 
finiflied  to  be  gone.  This,  however,  would 
require  time.  My  carriages  wanted  repairing^ 
for  fb  injured  were  they  by  the  heat,  that 
cvQYj  piece  of  wood  that  compofcd  them  was 
loofe.  My  new  oxen  were  alfo  to  be  broken 
in;  fince,  having  never  felt  the  yoke,  they 
were  ftartled  at  the  very  light  of  a  waggon, 
and  when  my  people  had  accomplithed  the 
harnelTing  them,  and  they  heard  the  noife  of 
the  wheels  behind,  they  became,  furious,  and 
b^^e  or  overturned  every  thing. 

The  endeavours  made  to  fubdue  them  were 

attended 
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attended  with  great  riiks  and  labour^  which 
continued  a  long  time;  and  the  fruitleflnefe 
of  thefe  attempts  occafioned  me  daily  fits  of 
impatience.  My  people,  pofleffing  more  calm- 
nefs  of  temper,  were  not  fo  eafily  rebuffed ; 
and  they  aflured  me,  if  I  would  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  their  management,  they  would  not  fail 
to  accomplilh  their  purpofe.  But  the  leflbns 
they  gave  were  fo  fevere,  that  I  could  not 
witnefs  them  without  extreme  pain.  Accord- 
ing to  them,  thefe  poor  animals  were  too  old 
to  fubmit  quietly  to  the  yoke,  and  there  was 
no  hope  of  bending  them  to  it  but  by  dint  of 
blows  • 

It  is  true,  there  were  ftill  five  of  my  former 
'  ones  remaining,  which  were  yoked  with  the 
new  ones,  that  they  might  be  broken  in  by 
their  example.  But  before  thefe  even  would 
fubmk  to  work,  they  received  from  my  people 
a  good  beating  with  the  fchabouck;  and  this 
corredion  was  fo  often  repeated,  that  I  found 
myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  enduring  the 
fpedacle.  Accordingly^  whenever  the  leflbti 
began,  I  took  my  gun,  and  rambled  to  a  difi  ' 
tance,  thereby  to  be  out  of  fight  and  hearing  %* 
of  it,  :    ' 

4  I  had 
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I  had  hoped  that  thefe  excurfions  would  re* 
compenfe  me  by  new  acquifitions,  and  that  I 
fhould  find  among  the  birds  that  inhabited  the 
woods  fpme  addition  to  my  coUedion.  But 
I  was  difappointed.  The  time  of  their  pafiage 
was  over ;  and  the  great  and  little  beefeaters, 
varieties  of  fwallows  and  other  fpecies,  bad  all 
difappeared 

Another  remark  which  I  made  while  in  thia 
part  of  Africa  I  confider  as  too  important  to 
be  omitted.  The  moment  the  hurricane  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  above, 
liad  ceafed,  the  wind  veered  to  the  north, 
where  it  conftantly  remained,  with  a  few  va- 
riations only  to  the  two  neighbouring  points, 
north  by  weft,  and  north  by  eaft.  Occafionally 
we  had  a  few  (bowers,*  but  io  flight  that  they 
fcarcely  wetted  the  fand.  The  Iky,  however, 
had  continued  gloomy  and  overfhadowed, 
the  wind  driving  before  it  numerous  clouds, 
which  proceeded  to  accumulate  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Camis,  and  prepare  the  rainy  feafon 
for  the  Cape. 

This  feafon  had  already  commenced  in  the 
mountains  to  the  north,  where  the  Orange 
takes  its  fource.     At  lead  this  river,  fince  I 
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crofled  it,  that  is  to  fay,  within  a  fortnight, 
had  rifen  more  than  twenty  feet.  It  flowed 
now  on .  a  level  with  its  banks,  and  carried 
along  with  it  feveral  whole  trees  which  it  had 
torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  even  formeds^  in  fe* 
veral  parts  of  the  plain,  extenfive  lakes.  In  a 
word,  my  camp,  which  at  firft  had  been  ftai- 
tioned  fix  hundred  paces  from  the  water^s  edge, 
a(id  had  not  been  moved,  was  now  diftant 

^  from  it  not  above  fifty.     Almoft  all  the  trees 
were  nearly  covered  by  it,  their  tops  and  a 

•  few  branches  only  being  perceptible.     This 
fight,  ope  of  the  grandeft  I  eve^ .  beheld  iiv, 
Africa,  if  it  had  not  been  at  variance  with  my 
fchemes,  would  long  have  feafted  my  eyes. 

"^  Befides  other  inconveniences  to  the  danger  of 
my  carayan,  this  fweH  of  the  river  deprived 
me  of  the  advantage  of  banting  hippopo- 
tamufes;  for  thefe  amphibious  animals,  is. 
they  do  not  love  muddy  and  troubled  waters^ 
had  retired  tow:ards  the  fea-fliore. 

Many  of  my  new  favages  belonging  to 
hordes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  regretted, 
on  account  of  its  overflow,  their  having  re- 
mained fo  long  with  me.  The  GheyflSquas, 
on  the  contrary,  free  from  this  occafion  of  un* 

cafinefs, 
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caimefs^  and  being  well  fed  in  my  cariip,  weftf 
happy 'in  remaining,  and  feemed  not  to  think 
of  their  departure.  But  I  had  engaged  to  fend 
them  back  in  a  week,  and  I  kept  my  word* 

I  gave  them  all  more  than  I  had  promifed. 
The  prefent  defigned  for  the  chief  was  ea- 
trufted  to  his  daughter,  as  he  had  defired  ;  and 
I  added  thereto  a  pretty  red  handkerchief  for 
herfelf,  and  fome  white  glafs  beads,  which  flie 
highly  valued.  She  had  been  treated  with 
diftjnftion  in  my  camp. '  No  convenience  had 
been  denied  her,  not  even  that  of  anointing; 
and  I  fometimes  attended  her  toilette,  which 
Indeed  was  always  the  fame,  but  I  every  time 
received  frcfh.pleafure  in  obferving  the  pains 
fhe  took  to  adorn  and  (iifplay  her  charnis,  tl^e 
fight  of  which  rendered  me  every  day  more 
referved  and  circumfpeG. 

This  troop  had  fcarcely  departed,  when 
another  arrived,  confifting  of  thirty-fix  perfbns, 
men  and  women.  Thefe  were  Hottentots  who 
refide  on  the  confines  of  the  colony,  and  who, 
buying  .at  fecond  or  third  hand  certain  com- 
modities from  the  planters,  travel  into  the  in^ 
terior  of  the  country  there  to  barter  them  witH 
other  favagcs  for  cattle^  which  on  their  return 

they 
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they  fell  to  the  colonifts.  There  arealfo  whit^ 
l?vho  follow  this  kind  of  trade  j  but  they  are  far 
from  dealing  with  the  fame  horiefly  as  the 
favages  of  whom  I  am  fpcaking. 

Thefe  people  arrived  from  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries, w^iere  they  had  purchafed  a  herd  of  about 
threefcore  cattle.  Having  heard' of  me  there, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  find  me,  and  came 
to  afk*  permiffion  to  join  my  caravaii  and  re- 
turn with  me  to  their  habitations.  To  this 
rcqueft  I  gave  my  t:6nfent,'  informing  them, 
however,  that  I  had  as  yet  heither  determined 
on  th6  day  pf  ray  departure,  nor  the  road  I 
ihould  take. 

-  With  regard  to  fubfiftence,  I  promifed  to 
{hare  with  them  the  produce  of  my  hunting, 
as  long  as  game  was  to  be  found :  but  added, 
that  the  moment  game  failed,  and  I  Ihbuld  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  my  herd  to  feed  my 
people,  I  fliould  then  leave  them  to  themfelve$ 
to  get  provifion  las  they  could^  I  obferved 
alfo  that  1' Ihould *'not-fumi{h  thetti  with  to^ 
bacco ;  for  my  ftock  of  this  artidie,  fo  import- 
ant to  a  favage,  began  to  fall  fliort;  .  With 
regard  to  my  brandy,  though  I  had  left  a  fmall 
ftore  at  my  depaitui'e,  it  was  confiderably  di- 

Vol.  III.  A  a  minifh^t} 
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minifh^  at  my  retunu  I  could  lyX  nvoid 
tdtifyiDg  tfiy  difpleafurc  at  this  circumft^uKe 
to  Swanq^oel  hixnfelf,  a$  I  fufpedled  him  of 
having  yielded  to  the  temptatioQ  and  coo-* 
fumed  it  uoneceflarily. 

The  traders  thanked  me  for  the  re^idiaeis  of 
my  compliance^  as  well  as  for  the  fervlces  I 
propoied  to  render  them*  The  conditions  I 
found  myielf  obliged  to  impofe  were  indeed 
too  reafonaUc  for  them  to  make  any  ob* 
jedion ;  and  ib  far  from  requiring  tobacco  of. 
mCf  they  had  iUU  fevcral  rolls  remaioing  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  e»cfa»  befide  what 
was  neceflary  for  themfelves,  vihkh  they 
offered  to  fpareme.  This  c^r  I  accepted, 
promiiing  to  pay  xhttn^  as  foon  as  we  reached 
the  poffeflions  of  the  Puteh^  either  ia  money 
or  in  kind,  as  they  fhould  like  beft. 

Nothing  yet  informed  me  when  I  m^t 
exped  to  depart.  My  people,  with  all  their 
exertion3,  coyld  not  accomptiih  the  breaking 
1^  of  my  OKcn ;  and  the  delay  thui  oceafione^  - 
which  was  pore  wafte  of  time,  mortified  me  ex- 
tremely :  however,  I  attempted  to  ra^ke  at  leaft 
feme  advantage  of  it,  by  looking  over  iny  col* 
le^ni  and  puttii^it  in  order  for  conveyance. 

The 
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Th<^  fkia  of  the  giraffe  in  parti<iulaf  wanted 
fbme  preparation^  for  it  had  become  in  drying 
as  hard  as  iron^  fo  that  there  Was  no  bending 
it,  and  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  carried  with 
any  convenience:  I  firft  foaked  it  in  the  river 
for  a  few  hours,  and  then  fteeped  it  in  a  dc- 
co&ion  of  tobacco,  camphor,  and  foap ;  and 
|)y  fheff  means  it  was  rendered  fo  fupple,  that 
I  coid^  pack  It  up  as  I  pleafed. 

^ayin^  finifhed  the  arrangement  of  my 
folledlion,  I  employed  the  leifure  that  re* 
mained  in  drawing  plaqts  and  flowers.  There 
we^e  immenfe  quantities  in  the  neighbour* 
]lood{  and  every  day  the  feafon  occafioned 
frefh  ones  to  blow*  But  I  made  my  drawings 
rathe  t  as  an  amateur  than  a  naturalift,  and  at- 
fended  pnly  to  fuch  as  appeared  moft  beauti* 
ful  and  rare. 

While  fpcaking  of  thefe  things^  though  in 
aniqthcr  point  of  view,  I  can&ot  help  e^tpi^efiing 
tpy  regret  that  Spatmann,  who  was  fo  little 
preflTed  for  time  when  he  undertook  his  JQur« 
ney,  or  Paterfon,  who  ieems  to  have  travelled 
pp(l,  and  as  a  m^  e^^er  to  finilh  his  expedi- 
tion,* had  not  formed  the  defigit  of  penetrating 
iat9  t(ie  f^untryo^  the  I^bobiquas,  and  as 
A  a  a  far 
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far  even  as  the   mountains   of  the  Houzou** 
anas. 

What  treafures  would  thefe  learned  botanifts 
have  found  there!  And  v^rhat  riches  might 
they  riot  have  brought  away  with  them ! 

I  have  myfelf^  indeed,  but  a  few  fcore  draw- 
ings, to  prove  what  fcience  might  have  gained 
by  their  means :  yet  I  invite  other  travellers 
to  undertake  what  my  little  knowledge  t)f  bota- 
ny  prevented  me  from  performing  ;  and  I  dare 
promife  them  before  hand  the  moft  fplendM 
fuccefs.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  rauft  tell  them^ 
'  that  they  ought  to  dedicate  feveral  years  to  their 
refearches,  without  which  it  will  be  impoilible 
for  them  to  accomplifli  their  purpofe  to  any 
great  eittent. 

It  is  not  in  Africa  as  in  what  are  Called  tfie 
temperate  countries  of  Europe.  In  thefe,  na- 
ture gives  the  earth  to  vegetate  part  of  the  year 
only,  while,  during  the  other  jiart,  it  is  dead 
and  lifelefs*  In  Africa,  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  no  interruption.  The  foil,  warmed  by  the 
'coniinuai  heat,  is  always  fertile ;  and  every 
'month  yields  its  plants,  its  flowers,  and  its 
fruits.  Nor  is'  there,  as  in  Europe,  a  gradual 
development  and  regular  fucccflfon.     It  is  not 

the 
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tke  feafon,  nor  is  it  the  greater  or  lefs  propin- 
quity of  the  equator,  thatx)ccafions  a  more  or 
lefs  abundant  vegetation.  The  fun  iifelf,  elfe- 
where  confidered  as  the  primary  caufe  offer-, 
tility,  is  here  the  fecondary  only.  Its  heat,  it 
^  is  true,  is  afliRing  to  the  birth,  growth,  and 
ripening  of  vegetables ;  but  they  are  the  rains 
more  particularly  that  occafion  them  to  fpring 
Up  and  unfokl  themfelyes,  that  determine  in 
great  meafure  the  place  and  time  of  their  ap-. 
p^arance,  and  cftufe  them  to  {how  themfelyes 
in  one  place  fooner  than  in  another.  Now  as 
tjie  rains  themfelves  are  owing  to  the  fituation 
Qf  the  mountains  which  attra<S  thp  clouds,  it 
follows,  th^t  th^y  may  be  very  unequally  dif^r 
tribiited)  and  that  oue^  fpot  may  be  deluged 
with  th?m,  while  another,  properly  watered^ 
ihall  difplay  a  vigorous  ftate  of  vegetation,  and, 
a  third,  dry  and  parched,  exhibit  only  the 
imag$  pf  death  and  defolatlon. 

From  this  fortuitous  occurrence  of  the  rains, 
fome  veget?kbles  have  a  fort  of  accidental  fuc- 
ceffion,  according  to  the  fpots  on  which  they 
grow^  that  natur^^lly  they  ought  not  to  have. 
Thus  in  one  place  ^  fpecies  of  flower  has  juft 
blown,  .which  farther  or^  appeared  fix  weeks 
A  a  3  before. 
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beforehand  which,  tin  leagues  farther  ftiJI,  wtl! 
perhaps  not  bloflbm  in  lefs  than  two  months. 
In  Africa,  nature  is  always  alive^  arid  her  aftion 
pever  benumbed  by  cold  :  but  it  is  neceflary 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  her ;  and  the  botanift 
who  traverfes  the  country,  without  refiding  in 
it  a  corifideraWe  time,  muft  expeft  only  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  will  of  fcoiirfe  bring 
away  with  him  no  other  colledion  than  whtft 
is  afforded  him  by  chance^ 

At  the  Gape  are  daily  proofs  of  wh^  I  hav^e^ 
faid.  Th^  colonics  have  todg  aigo  been  vifited 
by  amateurs  of  floweiiB  and  /kilful  b<>tani(ls ; 
yet  every  new  comer  finds  foniethitig  with 
which  to  enrich  his  garden  or  his  herbal*  As 
It  happens,  perhaps,  that  no  one  arrives  at 
the  fjime  place,  under  the  faihe  circUitf^ftances^ 
^nd  at  the  fame  period  as  anpther,  each  meets 
with  plants  which  they  who  preceded  him 
neither  knew  nor  had  the  powe^r  of  knowing, 
The  two  naturalifts  I  mentioned  above  hjlvc 
cnriclied  fcienc^  by  new  difcoveriea,  thoDgh 
they  came  after  fo  many  others. 

Thoygh  the  majority  of  thefe  fticceflSye 
jpurneys  were  made  in  *  Ihort  fpace  of  time, 
^Y  hftvg  ?Qiit4buted  pcverth^l^fe  to  extcncj 
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cMsr  k&owledge,  and  increafe  the  treafures  of 
natural  hiftory.  What  then  wouW  fee  e&ded^ 
ifaouid  a  man  of  information  repair  to  fome 
fertile  and  more  diftant  fpot,  and  remain  a 
whde  year,  fo  as^to  fee  all  that  nature  produces 
there  blow  in  fucceffion  under  his  eye  ! 

What  £  have  fald  conceining  plants  is  with 
equal  truth  appticahle  to  birds;'  fcr  the  influ^ 
eftoe  %)f  the  rair^,  which  accelerates  or  retards 
^  unfolding  of  the  former,  cannot  fail  to 
occaTion  great  diflinmce  in  the  laying,  incuba- 
tion, and  moulting  of  the  tatter. 

Th«  I  may  render  a  double  fcrvice  toper^  - 
fons  attempting  a  fimilar  enterprife  to  mine,  I 
diall  infert  here  a  remark,  which  I  confider  as 
v^importam,and  that  may  favethem  from  many 
finifftakes ;  which  is,  that  the  variation  which 
IS  obferved  to  take  plaoe  in  tbe  fame  fpecies  of 
plants,  accOrAing  to  the  difiereoce  of  age,  of 
time,  and  of  f^ce,  takes  place  alfo  among 
the  feathered  ti%e. 

This  accidental  and  tranfitory  diffimilitude 
is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  a  perfbn  would 
liQ>poie  himfdf  to  fee  individuals  totally  differ 
rent ;  and  I  have  known  men  learned  in  books  . 
And  fyftemis^  much  deceived  in  this  refped  as 
A  a  4  others* 
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others*  One  of  thefe  clofet  natu'ralifts,  fop 
inftance,  fhewed  me  four  birds  as  fo  many  di^ 
ferent  fpecies,  and  even  as  not  belonging  to 
the  iame  ^enus,  with  which  I  was  well  ao 
quaintcd^  and  which  I  knew  to  be  the  fame 
bird,  only  of  different  ages.  , 

In  the  firft  place,  every  male  when  young 
has  the  fame  plumage  as  hia  mother,;  and  it  is 
only  as  he  grows  older  that  he  aflumes  that  of 
his  fex.  I  will  not  venture  to  affirm  that  this 
is  an  univerfal  and  invariab^  rule ;  but  1  haye 
hitherto  met  with  no  exception  to  it,  whereas 
I  have  v^fifipd  it,  by  n^yown  obferva^tiop,  in 
more  than  a  thoufand  different  fpecie^^. 

Many  feijisiles  tgo,  when  they  grow  fo  ol4 
as  to  ^?a(e  laying  eggs,  undergo  s^  fimilar 
change,  and  affume  the  more  fplendid  colours 
belongirig  to  the  male  of  the  fpecies^  which  they 
retain  4^ripg  the  reipainder  of  their  Kves. 
This  fad  is  ftri kingly  perceptible  in  thpf<; 
fpecics  in  which  the  male,  and  female  very 
mucirdifier  in  their  colour j  as  tjie  golden 
pheafani  of  Ch;na^  for  inftance,  now  fo  convr 
inon,  in  our  aviaries,  in  which  the  change 
takes  place.  1  have  obferyed  the  faipe  trant 
fnutation  in  matiy  oth^r  birds,  of  v^ly^t^  ( 

/ I ^^      aa^ 
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feall  rpeak  elfew^ere*  In  fbme  fpeciea,  i^nd 
^hofe  not  few  in  number,  the  male  alone  regu-i; 
larly  change^  his  colour,  and  aQumes  once  ia 
a  twelvemonth  the  phimage  of  the  fem^^le;  fo 
that  at  a  certain  period  Qf  the  year  all  the  bird^ 
pf  thisfpcctes  appear  to  be  females.  I  haveii^ 
my  pofleffipn  fpeciraens  of  more  than  fifty. of 
thefe  changing  fpecies,  in  all  their  tranfit^oin 
from  one  hue  to  another ;  but  (he  one  ii^ 
which  it  appears  moll  extraordioary  i^  an 
African  bunting,  knowi^  by  the  name  of  ycuvc 
a  epaulettes  rouges^  The  female  of  thia 
beautifal.bird  has  the  fimple  colours  of  fhe  Iky- 
Jark,'  a|[id  a  (hort  horizontal  tail,  like  that  of 
^Imofl  all  oth^r  birds :  the  male,  i>n  the  coaf 
trary,  is  wholly  black,  exqept  at  the  ihoulder 
of  the  wing,  Avhere  there  i«  a  large  red  patch  \ 
and  his  tail  is  long,  ample,  and  vertipal  lika 
that  of  thp  common  cock.  But  this  brilliant 
plumage  and  fine  vertical  tail  fubfift  only  dur-; 
ing  the  it^ion  of  love,  which  continues  fix 
months.  This  period  over,  he  lays  afide  hig 
fplendifi  habiliq[ients,  and  aflumes  the  mppe 

♦  Sec  BufFcn's  Planches  Enlumince*?,  No.  635.  V.  The 
orange-ihouWcred  buntings  Latham's  Synopfis,  ?ol.  IlL 
B.  184.    T.. 

modeft 
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modeft  drefi  of  liis  mate.  The  mod  extracnv 
dmarjT  circumftance  ie^  that  the  i^tertical  tail 
alfotrhanges  to  a  horizontal  btie^  and  the  diale 
fo  exadly  rcfembles  the  female^  that  it  is  not 
t>offible  to  diftingutdi  them  firomea^h  bthei-. 

The  female  has  her  turn.  When  fbe  reaches 
A  cdrrain  age,  and  has  loflf  t^e  faculty  of  pto^ 
Jpragating  the  fpecies,  flic  clothes  herfelf  For  the 
femainder  of  her  days  in  the  g^h  which  thte 
inale  hid  temporarily  aflumed ;  her  tail,  Kkfe 
lixs  at  that  period,  grows  long,  and,  like  his 
^o,  from  hori2oiital  becomftcs  verticil. 

The  birds  of  this  fpecies  affociate  ttogelhef, 
five  in  a  fort  of  republic,  and  build  their  nefb 
pear  to  Aich  other.  The  fociety  ufeiHy  coit^ 
lifts  of  ab6bl}i>fouric0re  females :  but  wiiether^ 
by  a  particttiar'  law  6f  nature,  more  f^Miales  aref 
jwrodiiced  than  males,  or  for  atoy  other  rearfirti 
fof  which  lam  ignorant,  there  are  ne^^ertatotie 
than  tvt^elve  dr  fifteen  males  to  this  number  6f 
$mial6s,  wbo  have  them  in  common. 

AH  that  I  haVe  here  written  1  have  tead  la 
ihe  great  book  of  natture.  Such  obfervations^ 
perhaps^  hav^-no  great  merit,  and  I  condder 
them  myf^  as  of  tittle  value :  but  they  are  at 
leaft  accurate ;  and  the  critics  vrho  have  beea 

defiroua 
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defirons  of  giving  me  their  advice  faavb  Ae- 
ther founds  nor  will  be  able  to  find,  finiibr 
ones,  either  ^mong  dieir  inventors  of  fjrftemt^ 
dr  in  the  books  of  writers  ^ofc  excUrfiont 
have  never  extended  beyood  die  Widk  of  a 
clbfcU 

My  people  were  (tiU  employed  in  brcaldi^ 
in  the  oxen,  but  they  ivere  advanced  in  thb 
bufinefs  fcarcely  farther  than  at  the  firft  mo- 
menu  One  day  when  extrcifing  them^  ohe 
in  particular  became  fiifious,  and  attempted 
to  make  his  ^fcape.  The  Hottentot  who  was 
neareft  endeavoured  to  ftop  him^  by  catdiiiig 
hold  of  the  rope  by  which  he  had  been  fafteried; 
but  unfortunately  flipping  his  hand  into  arun* 
ning  knot^  ^hich  drew  tight'  round  his  wrillg 
he  was  dragged  along  by  the  animal  to  a  con* 
fiderable  diftance,  and  torn  and  bruifed  in 
twenty  places  btf ore  it  vrks^poffiblctoe^rtti* 
cate  him. 

Jiift  at  that  moment  Bemfry  arrived.  He 
liad  witnefled  the  accident,  and  was  aUb  pre* 
fent  when  )  was  told  of  it.  Av^uling  himfelf 
of  the  circumftanoet  he  ftated  to  me  how  im- 
prudent, it  would  be  to  expofe  myfelf  on  the 
road  wiU|  quds  fo  totally  undifdpUned,  and 

oScxcd 
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dSlered'to  provide  me  with  a  team  of  fix  oxeo 
tirell  trained  to  the  yoke,  if  I  would  give  him: 
in  exchange  one  of  my  mufkets,  with  twelve 
pounds  of  powder,  and  le^d  enough  to  caft 
tWQ^  hundred  balls. 

The  bargain  would  have  been  fufficiendy 
advantageous  t6  me,  and,  had  he  aiked  triple 
th^  value  in  other  articles,  I  would  not  have  hew 
fittted.  But  to  ftirnifh  a  man  of  his  charader 
with  arms  was  putting  k  in  his  power  to  do 
ftiH  greiter  mifchief :  I  therefore  pofitively 
reefed.  He,  on  his  part,  would  hear  of  jio 
Other  terms,  and  there  the  matter  refted,  not-i 
whhftanding  the  rcprefentations  of  my  Hbt-^ 
tentotB,  who,  tired  of  the  pains  they  had 
taken  to  train  thefe  untameable  be^fts,  urged 
me  to  compliance. 

Thefe  men,  who  at  firft  had  made  a  jeft 
of  the  trouble  of  breaking  them  in,  now  de- 
fpaircd  of  it.  I  was  well  aware  of  the  per- 
plexity of  my  fituation;  but  I  was  refolved 
to  fufier  any  diftrds  rather  than  confentto  the 
bargain.  Accordingly,  renouncing  all  hope 
oT  c6mtng  to  an  agreement^  I  fixed  for  my 
acparture  the  2  rff.of  May ;  atKl,  when  the  day 
iirrivcd,'theox^n-'vicere  yoked;  ■--    ^ 

I  The 
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*     The  caravan  was  numerous.     Befide  the 

thirty-fix  dealers  in  catde-Who  hadrequefted 

leave  to  accompany  me,  I  had  ten  Nimiquas 

^bdonging  to  ahoide  hear  Secretary- Fou/itain^ 

who  purpofcd  tx>  proceed  in  company  with  us 

r  till  they  arrived  at  a  ftprd  of  the  rivet  which 

fthey  knew,  and  where  they  intended  to  crols 

lit     InfliQit,  including  both  my  own  people 

'>and  ftrangers^  the>  troop  conftfted  of  ^  nhlety:- 

i-two  perfons;  of  whom  feventy-threc  w$m>men, 

^nd  niaeteen  women ;  and  our'  herd  ofa  hun- 

odred  and  feventy-twtyoxen^tbefide  fhcep.*^--: 

1 1  The  ritttr  ihad  decreafed ; withirl  a  few.  days*; 

and  the  Kaminouquas,  availing  themfislvesrof 
/'this  circiimftance,  had  tetUrned  home  with 
•  their  wounded  comrade..  - 

All  my  caravan  was  ready  to  depart;     Nd* 

thing  but  my  giving  the  fignal  was  waited 
.  for;  and  i  had  fet  one  £Dot:on  the  .pote/to 
i  mount  my  waggon,  when  the  ox  heaisft  ttle 

flung  back  his*heel^  atTd'^ricfc-me^iaedie 
.leg  of  the  other  juft  tas  ^I  Ki^d  it-irom  the 
/ground*      *    ^o....        ^.    c-j-    ^*.-,^    i;,-^' 

I  cried  out :  every  on6  ram.  to  jny  affiftaQte^ 
:not  doubting  but  ^  my  leg^  was  iarokto;;  antf, 

from  the  pain  which  bcimmhodi.it  .^nd  iMk 
t  from 
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from  me  the  capAdty  of  tnoylog  it,  I  had  evety 
Kafiu}  to  be  of  the  fkme  opuion;  nor  was  it 
tili  the  expiration  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hcHir,  wh^n  the  numbnefe  went  off,  that  I 
difcovered  i(  to  be  0&I7  a  ijiolebt  coptufion. 

KiaaSy  akeady^  angry  with  me,  and  taking  ad^- 
vsntageof  theiar«:e  leffimlhadthnerecdved^ 
b^ntlyaddref&dhiiitif^tO  Sfidifn^,^^  him 
twelve  pounds  of  powder  ^d  twjdx^  of  lead  £oi 
two  of  his  thtU  oa^en;  and,  without  allowing  me 
time  to  teBfiCt^  tnfiantly  ran  ofF  with  him  to 
fetch  them.  Klaas  was  in  the  right.  The  tmo 
oxen  arrived ;  the  price  agreed  lipon  was  paid; 
and  we  departed. 

My  defigo  WM  to  travd  for  fonjie  tiiffte  along 
the  fide  of  the  river,  following  its  courfe,  and 
keeping  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  wood  that 
ikirted  it.  By  taking  this  rof  d^  I  was  fuxe  of 
water  and  plenty  of  grafe.  My  own  waggon, 
by  the  he^  of  the  oxen  that  Bem&y  had  fold 
me, proceeded  tolerably  well;  but  with  the 
other  two  waggons  the  ca&  was  differeitt. 
Their  teams  were  fo  refradory  and  indocile, 
that  they  were  twenty  times  on  i^  point  c^  ^ 
Imng  daihed  agaijpA  die  trees,  or  overturned 
and  thrown  down  ibme  precipice;  and  we 

were 
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YMfe  atvtfc,  4a)rs  lo  feac^^ng  the  ^ifdf  whic(| 
ought  to  hay«.  bpea  the  work  of^  fiaglc  4^\ 

The  drivers,  dre4  pf  theu:  office,  and  loling; 
all  patieac^i  declared  thatt  it  would  be  ii^ipo^. 
Qble  for  Jhem  to  proceed  any  farther,  i^nlefa  ( 
procwred  two  o»en  mo^e,  we|l  trainedi  for  k\^ 
thill  of  each  of  the  other  waggons,  4$  I  ha4 
fpc  that  of  my  own.  71^8  waa  te)lin^  me  to 
twjy  the  fopr  pfher  of  Pi^Tifry.  Nothing 
fvo:  ?oft  ^le  fq  mMch  as  this  refi)lutiqo ;  bM^ 
ixotwitliftaodiAg  ffiy  relu^lan^e,  Qe<:effity  cooi- 
pelled.m^  to  fuhffUt  to  i|t.  Accordingly  I  fept 
away  the  mufket  that  had  been  denxa^ded  aa 
^  price,  and  wait^  09  the  banks  of  the  river 
for  the  arrival  of  the  oxen* 

In  the  mean  time  I  difcharged  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  Nimiquafi«  Recqmpenfed  be3ron4 
what  they  had  aiked  for  ^ccoxnpanying  m^ 
llhcy  le^  me,  highly  fatisfied  ^eitfa  my  condud, 
and  crofled  the  ford  to  retpm  home. 

When  the  oxen  arrived,  we  alfo  departed  i 
«ndf  »fter  two  encampmeftts  and  a  mat^^^ 
U» IwglWS  1^  ^  M99(tktW994f  we h4m 
puce  more  on  the  ftraod  c^  ^  Qrang^^  a^ 
which  w^  eafily  vxiyci  with  (H^r  yr9^gpq% 

6  through 
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through  &  cbmmodipus  defile,  where  there  wa$ 
not  a  fitigle  ttec  to  incommode  us. 

Here,  however,  we  perceived  to  our'fbrro^,. 
tfiat  we  could  pfocced  no  farther  along  the 
rlver*^  fide,  or  even  along  the  wood  that  bof- 
der^ed  it,  on  account  of  the  roads,  which 
Were  fd  bad  as  to  be  abfolutely  impaffable  for 
waggbilff.  • 

The  27th,  quitting  the  river  till  We  could 
findforae  more  convenient  rotite  by  which  to 
fetum  to  it,  we  proceeded  fouth  foi*  four  hour* 
before  it  was  in  out  power  to  verge  to  the 
weft,  afad  in  that  diredioii  travelled  fix  leagues 
through  execrable  roads.  Being  obliged  every 
inftant  to  alight  from  my  waggon  and  get  up* 
again,  I  defpaired  of  rejoining  the  river,  and 
tvas  momentarily  on  the  point  of  aBahdohmg, 
my  dcfign.  At  length,  on  the  eveniiig  of  the' 
«8th,  we  arrived,  with  great  Tabbiir,  atthe  fitc 
of  an  old  kraal,  'which  apj^ared  to^havebeea 
long  abandoned,  arid' where  we  pitched  our 
itamp.  1  ^  '     '  -        ;' 

•  The  filuation*  was'fo  pleafant^  that  I  could 
not  refift  the  teiffptation  of  maldng  a  ftay  there* 
A  fcfw  pacca  frbm  our  camp  waSa  B^le  wood^ 
iitou^h  wluch  ra«  a  gentle  ftreami  that  af-. 
•  w      '  *^  forded 
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fbrded  water  for  us  and  our  cattle^  and  iadded 
infinitely  to  the  beauty  of  the  place.  Every 
moment  flocks  of  thofe  ring  groufe  arrived 
which  I  have  elfewherd  mentiohed.  I  killed 
them  by  dozens ;  and  the  fport  was  fo  prou 
du£tive,  that,  during  my  three  days  abode 
there,  it  in  part  fumifhed  fubilftenee  for  all  my 
troop.  The  trees  around  were  covered  with 
birds  of  dllFerent  kinds.  There  were  everl 
ibme  that  were  new  to  me,  and  thatt  ferved  to 
increafe  my  coUediom 

Meanwhile  fome  Ldfs  Nimiquas,  informed 
of  my  arrival  in  their  canton,  came  to  vifit  me, 
and  offer  me  fhcep  in  exchange  for  tobacco; 
From  them  I  heard,  for  the  fitft  time,  of  th* 
accident  that  had  befallen  Pinar ;  who,  after 
having  fo  mpch  vexed  me  on  the  road,  had  at 
length  patted  from  me,  feven  or  eight  months 
pripr  to  this  period  of  my  travels. 

Having  offended  a  horde  near  which  he  was 
encamped,  he  had  nearly  been  the  victim 
of  his  impnidence.  His  oxen  had  been  taken 
away,  his  waggoa  plundered,  hb  Hottentots 
killed  with  poifoned  arrows,  and  he  himfelf 
would  have  loft  his  life,  if  he  had  not  had  tht- 
*  VoL^IIL  B  b  addrefs 
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addreCs  to  conceal  hirhfelf  till  he  fymd  aa  op^ 
portunity  of  reachiag  the  colonf  . 

Notwithftanding  the  reafone  1  had  to  be  ofl 

fended  with  faim^  I  could  not  avoid  [Htying 

his  fate.     I  little  thought  at  that  moment  that 

a  misfortune  of  another  kind,  hut  iliU  more 

^alartnin^^  awaited  us  all. 

By  encamping  on  the  fite  of  the  kraal,  I 
fought  to  Gonfole  myfelf  for  my  fatigue««  The 
cbolnefs  of  the  wood,  the  water  by  which  it 
was  wafhed,  the  various  flowers  that  adorn* 
fed  it^  of  ^which  the  fragrance  delighted  my 
fenfes — every  thing,  in  fhort,  feemed  to  con* 
cur  in  fixing  me  for  a  while  in  this  enchant* 
ing  abode.  It  was  apparently  an  clyfium; 
but,  alas  1  hdl  itfelf  was  fituated  by  its  fidei 
We  encamped  on  an  efplanade,  about  four 
hundred  feet  in  circumference,  and  fmooth, 
as  if  it  had  been  levelled  by  ait}  but  it 
had  long  ferved  as  a  fold  for  the  cattle  of  the 
horde. 

The  excrements  of  the  animals,  |;radualiy 
accumulating,  had  at  lengtii  formed  a  layer 
feveral  feet  thick,  which,  brayed  bydietr  hooft 
and  moiften^d  with  their  urine  and  dbe  imin. 
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was  become  a  (Iratum  of  turf,  a  fulphureoua 
and  inflammable  foil. 

No  one  had  attended  to  this  j  no  one  in- 
deed could  have  well  perceived  it;  for  the 
whole  fpot  on  which  we  encamped  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  a  few  inches  of  finefand, 
which  had  been  conveyed  thitshcr  by  the  vnnd* 
But  no  fooncr  had  we  lighted  our  no£lumal 
fires  than  they  communicated  to  the  dried 
clunghill  underneath  its  covering,  and,  fecretly 
pervading  the  mafs  and  penetrating  it  in  every 
dire^on,  at  laft  inflamed  the  whole.  la  pro* 
portion  as  it  burned  and  was  converted  to 
ii(hes,  it  funk  down,  and  thereby  occafioned 
vacuities  which,  affording;  a  paffage  to  the  air, 
increafed  and  fpread  the  combuflion.  At 
kngth,  zboixt  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  con* 
flagration  burft  forth,  the  flames  made  their 
appearance,  and  they  who  firft  perceived  them 
gave  the  alarm  of  fire  to  waken  the  reft  and 
procure  aififtance. 

I  was  afleep  in  my  waggon:  their  cries 
fuddenly  awaked  me;  and  the  reader  may 
judge  of  my  fright,  upon  feeing  twenty  pillars 
of  fire  afcending  fit)m  the  midft  of  my  camp^ 
my  Hottentots  repioving  their  huts,  howling 
c .  B  b  2  like 
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like  fo  many  fpirits  of  the  damned,  and  nxiK 
ning  through  the  flames  to  colled  my  cattle, 
which  could  not  move  a  ftep  without  fmking 
into  the  ground,  and  occafioning  thp  ifTue  of 
lirefh  flames. 

If  extraordinary  ideas  fuggeft  themfelves  at 
fuch  a  moment,  it  is  furely  excuiable ;  parti- 
cularly if  a  perfon  behold,  for  the  firft  time^ 
fo  tremendous  a  phenomenon^  and  it  burft 
on  him  fuddenly,  and  with  an  alarm,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  My  firfl:  thought  was, 
that  a  volcano  had  juft  opened  under  our 
feet,  and  that  we  were  in  the  very  centre  of 
its  crater. 

The  fire,  however,  had  not  yet  reached  me. 
My  three  waggons  were  to  windward,  and  by 
a  lucky  accident  appeared  to  be  in  no  dangec 
for  the  moment.  Accordingly  my  people 
called  to  me  lo  remain  quietly  where  I  was, 
and  not  be  uneafy.  Some  of  them  were  ac* 
quainted  with  fuch  fire^,  either  from  their  own 
.  experience  or  from  hearfay,  fo  that  their  heads 
were  not  bewildered,  and  they  were  oqpable 
of  giving  efie£tual  afliftance  where  it  was  ne- 
ceflary.  All  the  men  and  women  iinmediately 
ikud  hold  of  my  waggons,  and  dragged  them 
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ib  far  as  to  have  refpeding  them  nothing  to 
apprehend. 

Fortunately  no  perfon  was  loft,  and  my 
oxen  only  fufiered  by  the  accident.  Several  of 
them  were  kmed  by  confiderable  bums,  and 
one  perifhed  in  the  flames,  without  its  being 
in  our  power  to  afford  him  affiftance. 

To  behold  this  huge  animal  ftruggling  in 
the  midft  of  the  conflagration,  the  fury  of 
which  was  increafed  by  his  violent  plunging, 
was  a  fight  at  once  dreadful  and  fublime  !  The 
diftant  air  rung  with  his  cries.  He  foon  cxr* 
'pired.  Tlie  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was 
4X>ailed  to  the  very  entrails ;  and  when  it  was 
extinguifhed,  my  people  ate  his  remains,  withr 
out  any  farther  preparation. 

Warned  by  the  fatal  accident  that  might 
have  befallen  me,  I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recom- 
mend to  thofe  who  may  travel  in  Africa,  ney* 
to  encamp  on  old  deierted  kraals.  Had  the 
wind  blown  towards  the  fide  where  I  was 
iltuated,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  flames  would 
foon  have  communicated  to  my  waggons  ;  and 
it  \^  more  than  probable  th^t,  2)s  I  flept  in 
the  one  which  contained  my  whole  ftock  of 
|)Qwder,  I  fhould  have  been  blown  up.  ^nd 
B  b  3  deftroycd, 
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deftrbyed^  and  perhaps  too  before  toy  people 
had  perceived  the  -fire. 

Tlie  greater  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  in 
removing  the  camp  to  frefti  ground.  Our 
cxea,  affrighted  at  the  uproar,  aad  fliH  more 
at  the  flames,  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  wood, 
from  which  we  had  great  diffictiky  to  diflodge 
them  and  colled  them  round  us. 

Refuming  our  journey,  we  travelfcd  feveii 
leagues  weft  by  fouth :  tut,  the  road  being 
execrable,  I  again  approached  the  river  by 
turning  to  the  nortli-weft.  After  proceeding 
four  hours  in  thts  diredion,  we  arrived  at  tht^ 
entrance^  of  a  pafs,  at  the  end  of  whiih  I  peiv. 
ceived  a  liltle  Iquare  houfe,  covered  with 
thatch,  and  of  which  the  mud- Walls  were  neat- 
ly made  and  in  good  condition. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  uneafinefs  1 
felt  it  the  fight  of  this  cottage.  I  feared  that 
I  fliould  find  there  a  fecond  Berhfry,  or  another 
Matthew  Moodel :  but,  on  my  approach,  I 
faw  with  fatisfaSion  that  the  houfe  was  at 
-prefent  without  an  owner;  and  in  confequence 
1  took  poiTeffion  of  it,  and  pitched  my  camp 
there. 
Near  the  houfe  was  a  fpring  of  tolerably  good 

water  I 
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^at^r;  and  behind  it  a  little  garden  gone  to 
vafle^  but  wbich^  apnxd  the  weeds  that  began 
to  overrun  it,  ftiH  contained  letcucea^  peafe, 
pumpiona,  anJ  other  culinary,  vegetables. 
Tbe  paAure  around  appeared  eKcellent  j  and 
the  Orange  flowed  at  a  ftnail  dlftance  from  it. 
In  ihprt,  the  foiitary  who  had  ere^ed  his  her* 
mitage  there  had  chofen  a  fpot  equally  fertile 
and  pieaiant :  but  I  was  fyiprifed  to  fee  it  ^n- 
inhabited  and  abandoned;  and  I  afked  Klaaa 
Ba^,  who,  kn^wiiig  the  country,  might  be 
acquainted  with  the  cau^,  if  he  cpuld  accouq^ 
ilpff  the  circumilance. 

^  He  iafiormed^  /i)k^  that  the  houfe  had  beea 
built  by  ray  hon^ft  friend  Schoenn>aker;  who, 
ia  his  wandering  life^  had  m^de,  in  this  man* 
ner^  different  fettlements  on  (he  banks  of  the 
Orange  s  and  that  he  had  quitted  this  to  re* 
move  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bernfry  an4 
Moodd,  who  he  was  aware  owed  him  no  gpodr 

will; 

I  (hall  fpeak  farther  on^of  an  unfortunate 

family  that  I  met  in  the  defert  on  my  return 

to  the  Cape,  and  to  whom  I  recooimeoded  to 

pccupy  thisdeferted  retreat.  .  If  they  followed 

B  b  4  my 
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tny  advice;  if,  retired  to  this  comer  of  the 
earth,  they  have  found  an  end  of  their  misfom 
lunes,  and  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
yrhich  the  wprld  cannot  give,  they  will  rer 
inember  my  iiame.  It  is  pleafing  to  utter  the 
oame  of  a  good  man.  The  names  of  the  op- 
preflfor,  the  traitor,  and  the  aflkflin^  imprint,  on 
the  contrary,  a  lafting  horror,  which  converts 
the  moft  peaceftil  abode  into  the  dwelling  dF 
wretchcdnefs  and  apprehenfion.  But  I  have 
quitted  the  deferts  of  Africa,  in  which  I  ought 
ipr  ever  to  have  remained. 

Having  fixed  ourfelvcs'in  the  hut  and  fup* 
founding  valley,  I  went  to  examine  the  ftate 
of  the  river,  it  continued  to  fiill.  Its  water 
was  already  much  lefs  turbid,  and  the  hippo^ 
potamufes  began  to  re-appear.  We  immediately 
fet  about  hunting  thefe  amphibious  animals ; 
and  the  fame  day  we  killed  one,  which  afford-* 
pd  an  ample  flock  of  provifion  for  my  troop. 

Intending  as  I  did  to  begin  a  third  journey, 
I  was  very  dcfu-ous  of  examining  the  courfe  of 
the  river,  and  tracing  it  to  its  mouth.  But 
the  diflBculties  we  had  already  experienced 
l^endeiing  *  this  fcheme  impra^cable,  at  leaft 

vnlh 
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^A  my  waggons  and  all  my  caravan,  I  took 
the  refolution  of  making  this  little  excurfion 
•jon  foot  with  a  few  only  of  my  people. 

The  journey  could  not  be  otherwife  than 
▼ay  fatiguing ;  but  it  would  take  me  only  k 
fortnight*  Accordingly,  encumbering  myfelf 
,with  no  baggage,  I  took  with  me  four  of  my 
hunters,  of  whom  Klaas  was  one,  a  few  of.  my 
dogs,  and  fet  oE 

.  My  defign  being,  as  I  have  faid,  to  reconw 
noitre  the  Orange,  I  travelled  very  fcrupuloully 
along  its  banks,  without  ever  deviating  from 
them,  unlefs  compelled  to  make  a  circuit  by 
high  or  ileep  rocks  intervening.  After  a  few 
days  march  we  difcovered  an  ifland,  which  I 
was  anxious  to  vifit,  in  the  hope  of  finding^ 
there  fome  new  objed  to  gratify  my  curiofity* 
My  companions  had  no  difficulty  about  the 
pafiage,  all  the  favages  being  excellent  fwim* 
mers«  For  my  part,  I  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  means  as  I  had  emplo}^ed  before  in  crofll 
ing  Elephants-River,  beftriding  the  trunk  of 
a  tre?,  while  fome  of  my  fwimmers  drew  it 
along  before,  and  the  others  pufhed  it  behind. 
The  firft  time  I  tried  this  expedient,  it  had 
pearly  pofl  mc  my  life  j  but  on  this  occafion 

the 
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ibe  paflage  was  ihott,  and  i  was  too  £ur  ifbn 
ihc  fea  to  havff  any  thing  to  dread.  1 

Though  the  iflaod  appeared  to  contain  no 
fivifg  creature,  we  found  fevcral  hippopota- 
pHi^A  concealed  in  it,  whence  I  gave  it  the 
fts|)(ae  of  Hippopotamus  IHaod.  The  mo* 
neftt  we  appeariid,  fome  of  thefe  animals  bdag 
^^armed  ruflied  into  the  iiv.en 

One  of  them  happening  to  come  in  the  way 
of  KlaaSi  he  filed,  and  IdUed  it  on  the  ipot. 
Ic  was  a  yOufig  obe*  But  the  repeat  of  the 
gim  reufed^Ptbert  y  and  in  lefs  tban  a  mtniifie 
I  faw  more  thaaa^zen,  of  alLagea  and  iizet^ 
^m  IP  the  water  and  difappear  in  an  inftant. 
I  codd  neter  hare  believed  that  an  anunai  Co 
unwieldy  on  land  ihould  pofTe^  in  the  water 
fuch  furprifing  agility* 

To  pafs  the  night  in  the  ifland  would  not 
have  been  prudent  in  me.  1  was  too  well  ao* 
quainted  with  die  rivers  of  Africa,  and  ^parti^ 
cularly  the  prangis,  which  by  a  fudden  aug-* 
mentation  might  furprife  and  overwhelm  ua 
in  the  (hoTt  fpace  of  only  a  few  hours.  •  Ac* 
cwdingly,  having  cut  a  fevv  mor&ls  from  oxsf 
hippopotamus  to  fupply  us  with  fteaks  for  our 
fopper,  we  croifed  the  other  arm  of  the  fiver, 

and 
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iafnd  went  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  right  bank, 
fufficiently  diftant,  if  an  inundation  took  place, 
to  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 

My  defign  ^-as  to  return  to  the  ifland  next 
morning.  But  at  fun-rife  we  perceived  a  vaft 
herd  of  elephants,  which  made  us  alter  our  re* 
folution.  There  were  at  leaft  a  hundred  of 
thefc  animals ;  and  many  of  them  had  fuch 
fine  tufks  as  to  afford  a  ftrbng  temptation  to 
my  hunters. 

As  they  were  within  fhot,  we  fent  a  few 
balls  after  them,  which  put  them  to  flight,  and 
We  immediately  purfued  them:  not  that  we 
could  hope  to  overtake  them ;  but  fome  of 
them  muft  have  been  wounded,  arid  we  hoped 
a  few  might  be  wounded  mortally.  In  faiGt^ 
we  perceived  feyeral  traces  of  blood,  which 
ferved  to  guide  us  in  our  purfuit,  and  which 
we  followed  great  part  of  the  day.  But  at 
length,  the  fUn  beginning  to  decline,  I  was 
afraid  night  would  furprife  me  in  the  midft  of 
the  defert,  and  we  regained  the  banks  of  the 
Orange. 

The  fevages  term  this  river  the  traitor ;  and 
nothing  Indeed  can  be  more  treacheroufs  than  its^ 
fudden  fWellings.  frequently,  when  its  waterr 

arc 
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are  at  the  loweft,  it  will  rile  within  the  fpacecif 
four-and-twcnty  hours  to  the  extreme  of  M 
higheft  flood.  Sometimes^  too,  its  inundations 
continue  for  (ix  weeks  or  two  months  together. 
Now  this  I  had  to  apprehend  ;  and  if  the  ac- 
cident had  happened,  it  would  have  rendered 
my  return  to  the  camp  at  the  deferted  houfe  of 
Schoenmaker,  where  I  had  left  my  waggons, 
by  no  means  eafy. 

I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  return  tp 
the  river  without  delay.  In  truth,  diftant  from 
it  as  we  were,  we  were  obliged  to  haften  our 
inarch,  which,  after  the  extreme  fatigue  of  4 
<iay  fpent  in  the  chace  and  without  food,  was 
a  fevere  toil*  However,  we  reached  it  before 
night }  and  the  next  day  we  fwam  over  again 
to  the  ifland. 

On  our  landing  we  repaired  dire^y  to  the 
hippopotamus,  with  an  intention  to  procure 
from  it  a  farther  fupply  of  food.  On  its  caiw 
cafe  was  a  fuperb  vulture,  eagerly  employed  in 
devouring  it.  As  I  had  never  beheld  one  fp 
large,  my  joy  may  eafily  be  conceived.  But 
this  joy  was  detrimental  to  the  accuracy  of  my 
aim ;  for,  in  my  eagernefs,  I  Ihot  too  much  oa 
one  fide,  and  wounded  it  but  flightly. 

7  Though 
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'  Though  it  had  already  gorged  itfelf  whh  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  flefti  (for,  upon  qpen* 
ing  it,  I  found  in  its  ftomach  no  lefs  a  quantity 
than  fix  pounds  and  half),  yet  its  hunger  and 
voracity  were  fuch,  that  it  ftruck  its  beak  into 
the  carcafe  when  attempting  to  take  wing,  as 
if  defirous  of  carrying  the  whole  of  it  away* 

On  the  other  hand,  the  weight  of  the  flefh 
it  had  devoured,  rendering  it  the  more  heavy^ 
it  could  not  eafily  rife ;  fo  that  we  had  time 
to  reach  it  before  it  was  on  the  wing,  and  we 
endeavoured  to  knock  it  on  the  head  with  the 
butt-ends  of  our  mufkets.  It  defended  itfelf 
a  long  time  with  great  intrepidity.  It  bit  or 
ftruck  at  our  weapons  with  its  beak,  and  its 
ftrength  was  ftill  fo  great  that  every  ftroke 
made  a  mark  on  the  barrel  of  the  piece.  It  was 
fubdued,  however;  and  the  great  pleafure 
afforded  me  by  the  pofleflion  amply  recom* 
penfed  all  the  labour  and  fatigue  of  my  little 
excurfion. 

This  vulture,  now  in  my  colledion,  and 
unqueftionably  the  mod  beautiful  of  its  genus, 
forms  a  new  fpecie?,  hithertp  wholly  unknown. 
It  is  more  than  three  feet  high,  and  eight  or 
nine  in  breadth  of  wing.    Its  ftrength  muft 

have 
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have  been  very  confiderable^  if  we  mnjpiUge 
from  its  mufcles  and  fin^ws;  and  I  am  per^ 
iiiaded  there  is  not  a  (Ironger  among  the  whole 
order  of  carnivorous  birds,  not  excepting  the 
fiimous  condor,  which  fo  many  travellers  have 
feer.,  but  of  which  their  defcriptions  are  fo 
difierent  as  to  render  its  exi(lei\ce  extremely 
doubtful.  Thus  much  at  leaft  is  certaiu-^there 
is  no  bird^f  this  Icind  in  any  known  coUediooi 
and  no  naturalid  living  can  a£5rm  tJiat  he  has 
fcen  it»     It  would  feem  tliat  ^  truvcllers,^ 
from  their  defire  of  fpeaking  of  this  bird,  have 
been  fure.  to  fee  it,  one  at  Peru,  another  in  the 
South  Sea,  a  third  in  Africa,  and  fo  on.     In 
ihort,  it  has  been  met  with  every  where :  and 
Buffon,  ingenious  in  finding  fimilitudes,  dif* 
ctovers  it  in  every  very   large  Wrd  mentioned 
by  thefe  men,  notwithftanding  the  litt^  agree-^^^ 
ment  between  their  defcriptions  *• 

I  too  might  eafily  have  fpoken  of  a  con* 
dor;  fibr  I  have  feen  many  large  birds  of 
prey,  and  among  thofe  which  I  have  prefer* 
ved,  there  are  more  than  one  thac  I  might 
»lily  have  made  pafs  with  the.  credulous  for 
this  carrier-ofF  of  fheep  ;  but,  whatever  fucfa 
*  See  Bu^n'8  Nat*  Hift.  of  Birds,  voL  I.  article' «>ik*»rw^ 

toman* 
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romancers  maj  lay,  who  affirm  they  have 
iten  fherp  taken  up  into  the  air  by  condors,  I 
maintain  that  cfaene  is  not  a  bird  known  capa^ 
Ue  of  carrying  away  in  its  talons  an  animal  of 
fo  coniiderable  a .  fize.  Be  this  as  it  may^ 
4ht  following  is  a  defcription  of  my  Africaa 
!rukare,  which  I  have  not  only  foen,  hot 
brought  away,  and  which  is  dill  preferved  ia 
my  colle^ion« 

Its  feathers,  the  general  hue  of  which  is  a 
light  brown,  are  of  a  particular  kind  on  tht 
bread,  belly,  and  fides,  where  they  are  of  art* 
equal  lengths,  pointed,  curved  like  the  bladt 
f)f  a  fabre,  and  bridle  up  diOinifl  from  eack 
other.  The  feathers  being  thus  feparated 
would  dlfclofe-  to  view  the  Ikin  on  the  breaft^ 
If  it  were  not  completely  covered  with  a  very 
thick  and  beautiful  white  down,  which  is  eafily 
feen  between  the  ruffled  plumage.  ' 

A  celebrated  naturalid  has  faid  that  ^  no 
^  bird  has  eyelafhes,  or  eyebrows,  or  at  leaft 
•*  hair  round  the  eyes  like  that  in  quadi;u« 
••  peds.'*  This  aflertion,  advanced  as  a^gendral 
law  of  nature,  is  a  miftake.  Not  only  the  bird 
jt^  which  I  2)m  fpeaking  has  this  peculiarity, 
but  wc  know  of  many  other  fjpedes  in  which 
:  4  it 


3«4  TRAVELS    IM 

it  exifts  ;  fuch  as  in  general  all  the  calaos,  thtf 
iecretaiyY  and  fe veral  other  birds  of  prey.  Be- 
fide  thefe  eyelaflies,  the  vulture  in  queftion 
has  ftiff  black  hairs  on  its  throat.  All  the  head 
and  part  of  the  neck  are  bare  of  feathers  ^  and 
the  naked  fkin,  which  b  ^of  a  reddifh  co^ 
lour,  is  dafhed  in  certain  places  with  blue^  yio- 
let,  and  white.  The  ear,  in  its  external  cir^ 
cumference,  is  bounded  by  a  prominent  fkin^ 
which  forms  a  fort  of  rounded  conch,  that 
muft  neceflarily  heighten  the  faculty  of  hear* 
angin  this  fpecies.  This  kind  of  conch  is 
prolonged  for  fome  inches,  and  defcends  down 
the  neclc,  which  has  induced  me  to  give  it  the 
epithet  of  oricou,  a  name  that  I  (hall  retain  in 
jny  hiftory  of  birds,  where  1  fhall  give  a  mi- 
nute defcription  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  I 
ihall  infert  here  an  accurate  figure  of  this  rare 
vulture. 

Eager  to  prepare  my  oricou,  I  quitted  the 
filand  before  funfet,  and  hafiened  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Orange,  there  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  next  day  I  continued  my  Journey,  ftill 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river. 

Appreheniive  of  wanting  food,  we  carried 
fiway  with  us  a  portion  of  our  hippopc^mvs; 

But 
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JBut  tKe  precaution  wai  linnecefTary.  As  we  ' 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we  foimr 
upon  it  an  infinite  muhitude  of  groufe^  flani|d*«  « 
goes,  pintadoes,  geefe,  ducks,  and  other  bird%i)f 
different  fpecies.  The  number  w^  evenfo  gttsi% 
that  we  made  nO  provifion,  gave  ourfelves  no 
concern  in  the  morning  for  what  we  fliduld  fup 
bpon  at  night. 

I  found  alfo,  attidng  theft  birds  intended  for 
our  table^  fome  not  unworthy  to  form  a  part 
of  mj  (coileftion.  Thefe  I  prepared  on  the 
fyotl  and^  that  they  might  not  become  too 
troublefome  ftom  the  number  of  the  packet^ 
I  fluffed  them  into  the  belly  6f  itly  oricou^ 
which  thus  ferved  me  as  a  pfortmanteau. 

The  trees  were  full  of  a  particular  kind  of 
Ihohkeysi  of  which  alfo  I  was  defirous  of  pro-* 
curing  one  fdr  my  coUedion*  But  thefe  ani-» 
mals  were  too  cunning ;  and^  in  fpite  of  all 
the  flratagems  we  employed^  we  could  never 
get  within  (hot  of  them. 

On  our  way  we  met  with  three  Hottentots^ 
ip^ho  were  much  furprifed  at  feeing  us.  One 
df  them  fpoke  fluently  the  Dutch  language^ 
haviiig  lived  a  long  time  in  the  colony.  By 
them  we  were  informed,  that  we  had  at  leaft* 

Vol;  III.  Ct  four 
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four  days  joumev  before  we  could  reach  thtf 
mouth  of  the  river  j  that  there  we  fhould  run 

irgreaj  rifle  of  being  maflacred  by  the  Bofh- 
meii^  who  were  numerous  in  all  thcrfe  parts ; 
^tid  that  we  {hould  find  the  country,  as  we 
proceeded,  more  arid  than  any  we  had  yet 

-^cn.  I  have  always  fufpeded  that  thefe  mea 
were  themfelves  fome  of  the  Boflimen,  of 
whom,  they  wifhcd  to  infpire  us  with  fear. 
They  had*  no  doubt  their  reafons  for  eodea- 
Touring  to  prevent  us  {ri>^  advancing  farther^ 
wheretheir^horde  probably  was;  but  we  could 
ij«ver  learn  ^vhence  they  came,  05  what  brought  ^ 
them  ID  the  place  where  they  found  Us^  Thus 
much  is  certain — the  firft  of  thefe  men  that  per- 
ceived lis  endeavoured  to  cccnceal  huufelf)  was 
very  uneafy  when  we  difcotered  hun,  adyd  it 
was.  not  t!iil  fame  mtautes  after  that  we  found 
there  werq  three  of  them*  They*  had  all  ar- 
rows Which;  were  poifoD?d|  and  each  carried^ 
befides,  an  aflagay,  the  poim  of  which  wa^ 
formed,  of  a  wcIKharpened  fifh-bone.  This 
adventure,  excited  fufpicions  in  our  little  party. 
Too  weak  to  brave,  every  danger^  we  held  a 
council;  .acid^  as  th^  dmi  I  had  intended  tobe« 
fiow  ou  out  e»:urfion  wa&expiredy  W9  unani- 
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moufly  agreed  to  return,  and  repair  directly  to 
the  camp  the  way  we  had  come.  As,  how-*  ^ 
ever,  it  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to^ 
place  any  confidence  in  thefe  three  men,  who* 
appeared  to  us  in  fo  very  equivocal  a  light,  I 
compelled  them  to  foltow  us  till  we  were  nearly 
arrived.  In  confequerlce  we  feized  all  their 
arms,  promifing  to  do  them  no  injury,  and 
that  they  fliould  infallibly  be  returned  to  them. 
They  delivered  up  their  weapons  with  a  good 
grace,  but  not  without  dlfpUyin^  fymptipms  of 
fear,*  and  afTuring  us  we  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, and  that  they  had  no  ill  defign. 
Though  we  profefled  to  believe  thetn,  I  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  aft  in  this  manner,  left  they 
(hould  be  fjpies  fent  to  get  information  of  our 
numbers  and  ftrength. 

I  much  regretted  this  termination  of  toy  ex- 
curfion,  by  which  I  was  prevented  from  feeing 
the  mouth  of  Orange-River,  the  geographical 
fituation  of  which  Paterfon  has  laid  down  in 
his  travels  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Gordon. 
He  places  it  in  the  latitude  of  28"*  33^;  and  its 
longitude  "differs but  little,"  he  fays,  ^  from 
that  of  the  Cape." 
'  As  I  had  Hved  in  the  fame  houfe.  with 

Cc:?  Gordo    ;-.H» 
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Gordon^  JUi4  had  always  obferved  hioi  icnt<« 
^  puloufly  exa^  in  hif  refearches  and  operatioos, 
*  I  conf(^$  I  cotUd  find  nothing  like  his  ftyle  in 
thkphrafeology;  and  I  was  the  moK  furprifed^ 
as,  according  to  all  the  beft  maps,  this  pretended 
Jij^crs  but  little  is  a  difference  in  reality  of  at 
leaft  thirty  leagues.  I  fuppofe,  tjierefore.  Pa- 
tcrfon's  memory  to  have  failed  him,  and  that, 
not  recolleding  the  Coloners  ^ca&  exp'reflton, 
he  iubftituted  in  its  dead  a  vague  and  errone- 
ous expreflion  of  his  ovrn. 

After  declaring  to  our  prifoners  that  we 
would  {hoot  them  without  hefitation  if  they 
attempted  to  efcape,  we  returned  towards  the 
camp  the  way  we  had  agreed.     On  the  road, 
the  Hottentot  of  the  colony,  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken,  had  the  appearance  of  refuming  his 
ufual  tranquillity ;   but  his  two  coiprades  dif^ 
played  confiderable  embarraiTment  and  dejec- 
tion.    At  night  they  feemed  to  take  heart  a 
little,  converfed  with  us,  and  gave  themfelves 
out  for  LefsNimiquas,  whofe  language  in  fad 
they  fpoke.     This  did  not  prevent  my  watch- 
ing them  :  they  might  be  Lefs  Nimiquas,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  be  Bofhmen  or  malefac- 
^torg;  for  I  have  already  remarked  more  than 
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once,  tbat  the  6o(hmen  in  general  are  vaga* 
bonds  of  every  nation,  who  aflbciate  together 
to  rob  and  plunder  all  travellers  Indifcrimi* 
nately.  .,      ^    • 

Before  we  retired  to  fleep^  I  ordered  that 
feme  one  fhould  keep  watch  till  midnight,  and 
then  that  another  ihould  take  his  place  till 
break  of  dayl  Klaas  took  the  firft  watch,  and 
was  relieved  by  another,  who  probably  fell 
afleep,  for  towards  ds^y  one  of  my  people  cried 
to  arms,  and  awakened  ns  in  haAe.  He  was 
ftruggling  with  one  of  the  Lefc  NLmquas,  who 
attempted  to  take  £rom  him  his  fufee:  bat 
we  no  fooner  appeared,  than  the  Nimiqua  let 
go  his  hold,  and  ran  off  with  fpeed*  His  com- 
rade was  already  gone.  The  Hottentot  we 
flopped.  I  ordered  his.  hands  to  be  tied  be* 
hind  him,  and  his  legs  to  be  bound,  fo  that 
he  could  not  run  away  and  efcape  from  w. 
While  we  were  thus  fettering  him,  he  call- 
ed to  his  two  comrades  with  all  his  might ; 
but  they  took  care  not  to  return.  He  pio^ 
tefted  his  innocence,  and  declared  he  had 
|io  concern  in  the  plot  either  of  running 
away  or  robbing  us  of  our  fire-arms.  We  pre* 
tended  to  believe  him^ ;  but  in.  the  mean  time 
C(?3  Idi4 
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I  did  Jiot  let  him  loofc  on  the  credit  of  liis  word* 
I  promifed,  however,  that  no  harm  ftiould  be 
done  him,  unlefs  an  attack  were  made  upon  us, 
when  he  might  be  affured  he  fliould  he  the 
firft  vidim.     This  litjtle  podurnal  adventure, 
convincing  us  that  we  had  really  reafon  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  Bolhmen,  we  took  the  re- 
folution*  of  quitting  the  tree^  by  the  river*$ 
fide   and  marching  acrofs  the  plain,  where, 
being  more'  open,  we  ran  lefs  rifque  of  being 
furprifed.      Our  fettered  Hottentot  retarded 
our  progrefe  confiderably,  fo  that  W€  were  obli- 
ged to  untie  his  legs  in  order  to  advance  with 
greatpr  fpeed*     When  we  were  fom*  leagues 
from  the  camp,  night  oyertook  us ;  and,  not^ 
withfta-uding  oyr  wifh  to  arrive  there  a$  fooo 
as  poffible,  we  w?re  obliged   to  halt,  being 
completely  fatigued  with  the  journey  of  the 
,day,  in  which  we  had  travelled  at  baft  a  dozen 
leagues  over  a  fandy  country,  and  unflieltetred 
from  the  beams  of  a  fcorching  fun.    Having 
taken  all  neceifary  precautions  to  prevent  the 
isfcape  of  our  prifoner,  we  paffcd  the  night  in 
perfciil  quiet.     At  day-break,  having  nothing 
Saore  to  fear  from  his  coanexioos  as  we  were 
fa  nigh  thp  eai^j)^  J  Pidered  him  b?  wabound 
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and  fet  at  liberty,  advifing  him,  however,  not 
to  appear  again  near  any  place  where  I  was 
travelling.  Refuming  our  way,  we  arrived  at 
the  camp  at  an  early  h^  ur. 

I  found  there  a  Kaminouqua  chief,  a  man  . 
in  years,  with  about  twenty  of -his  people,  who 
waited  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  me,  and  offer  me 
a  live  ant«-bear,  which  he  had  juft  caught.  This 
animal,  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  by  no 
means  common  in  cabinets  of  natural  hiftory^ 
hides  itfclf  in  the  ground,  and  hunts  only  by 
night*  Like  thofe  of  Guiana  and  other  known 
countries,  it  lives  entirely  on  ants.  It  attacks 
eveji  the  termites  in  their  fubterranean  retreats ; 
and  nature  has  given  it  long  broad  claws,  a 
little  crooked,  both  on  the  fore  and  hind  feet, 
with  which  it  opens  and  breaks  to  pieces  their 
nefts,  and  with  which  it  digs  its  own  burrow* 

In  the  fhape  as  well  as  in  the  length  of  its 
tongue,  which  was  lixteen  inches,  it  refembled 
ant-bears  in  general ;  but  in  other  refpeds  it 
differed  from  them,  particularly  in  having  a 
fmooth  tail,  and  its  body  covered  with  ftiff 
fhort  hain  This  animal,  which  is  extreme* 
ly  fat,  is  confidered  by  the  Hottentots  artd 
planters  as  delicious  food,  to  which  no  other 
C  c  4  can 
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caa  be  compared.  The  Kaminouquas  who 
brought  it  to  me  talked  in  the  fame  ftyle.  I 
was  defirous  of  tailing  it  after  it  was  killed ; 
but  I  found  in  it  fuch  a  mufky  flavour,  and  fo 
execrable  a  tafle  of  ants,  that  I  was  obliged 
infiantly  to  fpit  out  the  morfel  I  put  into  ray 
mouth.  What  was  to  me  fo  difagreeable 
was  the  very  drcumftance  that  rendered  it  exr 
quifite  to  the  palate  of  the  favages.  Nor  is 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  fince,  eating  with  eager^ 
nefs  the  nymphs  of  ants,  it  is  natural  they 
ihould  relilh  fleih  that  has  a  fimilar  tafte. 

This  ant-bear  is  called  in  the  colonies  er(ij 
verken  (earth  hog),  an4  by  the  Kamipouquag 
go^p. 

I  would  gladly  have  treated  the  chi^  and 
lus  companions  with  brandy,  by  way  of  teftify* 
ing  my  gratitude  for  the  prefent  they  had  made 
me ;  but  I  have  already  faid,  that,  on  my  return 
to  my  camp  at  Orange-River  after  an  excur- 
fion  of  four  months,  nay  cafks,  entrufted  to 
the  care  of  Swanepoel,  were  almoft  empty.  I 
had  filled  four  fmall  bottles  out  pf  what  was 
left  by  way  of  referve,  and  the  remainder  I  h^ 
given  to  my  people,  telling  them  that  they 
would  have  no  morp  from  mp  till  we  arrive^ 
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fbt  the  colony,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to 
drink  it  up  at  once,  or  huiband  it,  juft  9fi  they 
thought  proper. 

This  Deader  ftore,  which  it  was  neceffary 
for  me  to  keep  for  extraordinary  occafions^ 
I  could  not  think  of  confotoing  at  once,  b^ 
giving  a  bumper  to  each  of  my  gue(b«  I  treat- 
cd,  therefore,  only  the  chief,  and  four  aged 
Kaminouquas,  whom  I  diftinguifhed  in  the 
troop,  intendmg  tp  recompenfe  the  others  by 
A  prefent  of  fome  toys ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
I  witnefied  an  a€tion,  as  I  have  elfewhere  men* 
tioned,  (^at  -filled  me  with  admiration  and 
efteeau 

The  chief,  unwilling  to  enjoy  alone  a  plea« 
fure  not  (hared  by  his  companions,  his  friends, 
and  brothers,  kept  in  his  mouth  the  liquor 
h^  might  have  fwallowed,  and,  approachit^ 
his  lips  to  theirs,  thus  dillributed  it,  one  after 
another,  among  all  his  people,  referving  fw 
himfelf  nothing  but  the  feeling  and  the  fla- 
vour •  The  four  old  men  followed  his  ex« 
ample ;  and,  by  this  Angular  mode  of  fharing 
it,  every  one  partook  of  the  gift. 

Men  of  delicacy,  people  of  falhion,  it  is  to 
7pu  this  noble  lefTon  is  addrefled !    It  will  ex- 
cite, 
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9i^e,  no  doiibt,  your  di%uft.  -  Your  cleafnly 
momhs^  your  fa^v^-fpfieiied  Ups^  would  refufc 
this  fraternal  communication.  .  For  my  part,  I  ^ 
was  moved  eyefl  CO,  t(tors>  afid;throwing  myfelf 
into  the  armspf^(hi9^veQerAble  chkf  I  prtfied 
kim  clofely  to  tfiy  heait.' 

In  thg  courfe  of  my  laft  day's  journey,  I 
had  ohferved  an  the  way  a  ti«e,  with  an  cnor*  • 
ipou9  np(t  of  thofe  binds  to  which  I  have 
giT^a  the.appelUtion  of  repuUicans ;  and  I 
had  ioteaded,  as  fopn  as  I  arrived  at  my  cainp, 
to  iend  and  have  it  cut  down,  thai  I  might 
open  tlie  hive,  and  examine  its  finidture  m  its 
minuteft  parts.  Accordingly  I  difpatched  a 
few  men  with  a  waggon  to  bripg-  it  to  me. 
When  it  arrived,  I  cut  it  to  pieces  with  a 
hatchet,  and  (aw  that  the  principal  and  fim* 
daraental  piece  confifted  of  a  mafs  of  Bolh- 
men's  grafs,  without  any  ^mixture,  but  fo 
compaiJJ  and  firmly  knit  together  as  to  be 
impenetrable  to  the  rain.  1  his  nucleus  is 
the  commencement  of  tlic  flru(3:ure ;  and 
each  bird  builds  and  applies  to  it  its  particular 
neft.  But  thefe  ceHs  are  formed  only  beneath 
and  around  the  mafs;  the  upper  furface  re- 
mains 'void,  without,  however,  being  ufele&  ; 

-  for^ 
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^or,  as  it  has  a  projefting  *riai,  and  is  4  Httle 
inclined,  it  ferves  to  let  the  water  run  off,  and 
preferves  each  dwelling  from*the  rain.  Figure 
X  to  yonrfelf  a  huge  irregular  mafs,  the  fummic 
forming  a  kind  of  roof,  and  all  the  other  parts 
>of  the  furface  completely  covered  with  cells 
fqueezed  one  againft  another,  and  you  will^ 
have  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  thefe  fmgular 
edifices* 

Each  cell  is  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter, 
which  is  fuflScient  for  the  bird.  But  as  tKejr 
are  all  in  contadl  with  one  another  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  furface  of  the  mafe, 
they  appear  to  the  eye  to  form  but  one  build- 
ing, and  are  diftinguifjiable  from  each  other 
only  by  a  little  external  aperture,  which  ferves 
as  an  entrance  to  the  neft ;  and  even  this  h 
fometimes  common  to  three  different  nefts, 
one  of  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom,  and 
.  the  other  two  at  the  fides, 

Paterfon  in  his  travels  mentions  this  fubjefl: 
of  natural  hiftory  ;  but  his  attention  being  too 
much  employed  by  others  which  were  more 
particularly  interefting  to  him,  he  was  unable 
to  examine  it  with  fufficient  care.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  number  of  cells  increafing  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  the 

old 
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old  ones  become  ."  fleeping-rooms,  and  ftrcets 
^  of  communication,  formed  by  Kne  and  levcL'^ 

No  doubt,  as  the  republic  increafes  the  cells 
muft  be  multiplied  alfo.  But  it  is  eafy  to 
Imagine,  that,  as  the  augmentation  can  take 
clace  only  on  the  furface,  the  new  buildings 
will  neceflarily  cover  the  old  ones,  which  muft 
therefore  be  abandoned. 

Should  thefe  even,  contrary  to  all  probabi* 
lity,  be  able  to  fubfift,  it  may  be  prefume<l 
that  the  depth  of  their  (ituatlon,  by  preventing 
any  circulation  and  renewal  of  the  air,  would 
render  them  fo  extremely  hot  as  to  be  uninha- 
bitable* But  while  they  thus  became  ufelefi, 
they  would  remain  what  they  were  before, 
real  nefts,  and  change  neither  iqto  ftreets  nor 
fleeping-rooms  *♦ 

The  large  neft  that  I  examined,  was  one  of 
the  moft  confiderable  I  had  any  where  feen  in 
the  courfe  of  my  journey,  and  contained  thre^ 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabited  cells,  which,  fup» 
poiing  a  malp  and  female  to  each,  announce  a 
ifociety  of  fi^  hundred  and  forty  individuals^ 

-  f  We  find  in  Paterfon  ^  particular  account  of  the  ndli| 
in  qaeftion,  but  nothing  that  at  all  anfwers  to  thd  idea  of 
'  fleeping-rooms,  which  is  probably  a  mifcoaceptioo  of  the 
French  tranflator.    T? 

6  SucI^ 
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Such  a  calculation,  however,  would  not  be 
<xa£t.  I  have  fpoken  above  of  birds  among 
which  one  male  is  in  common  to  feveral  fe- 
males, becaufe  the  females  are  much  more 
numerous  than  the  males.  The  fame  is  the 
<afe  with  many  other  fpecies,  both  in  the 
environs  of  the  Cape  and  in  the  colony  j  but 
it  is  particularly  fo  among  the  republicans* 
Whenever  I  have  fired  at  a  flock  of  thefc 

4 

birds,  I  have  always  killed  four  times  as  tmnj 
females  as  males.        « 

For  the  reft,  thtfe  birds  have  nqthing  very 
remarkable  in  their  plumage.  It  is  an  uniform 
brown  grey,  diverfified  by  a  few  black  (pot^ 
on  the  fides,  and  a  large  patch  of  the  fame  co- 
lour on  the  throat.  The  male  is  a  little  largo* 
than  the  female ;  in  other  refpe£ts  they  exadly 
refemble  each  other. 

It  often  happens  that  one  republic  is  tx^ 
pelled  by  another.  This  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived ;  and  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
remark,  that  I  had  feen  one  of  their  towns 
become  the  conqueft  of  a  troop  of  -little^ 
parrots.  ,  , 

The  birds  that  commit  thefe  depredations 
are  thofe  which,  like  the  barbets,  pies,  titmice, 

am) 
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^nd  the  parrots  I  have  jaft  mentioned,  poffeft 
a  fuperiority  in  offenfive  weapons,  by  the 
ftrength  of  their  bills,  which  the  weak  and 
unfortunate  proprietors  cannot  refift.  But 
among  thefe  intf  uders  are  hone  but  fuch  as 
make  their  nefts  in  holes,  or  the  hollows  of 
trees^  like  the  fpecies  1'  have  enumerated. 

The  republicans,  not  being  kriOwn  in  the 
colonies,  have  no  Dutch  name.  '  The  Nimi- 
quas  call  them  in  their  language  anagucs^  with 
the  clapping  prefixed. 

I  remained  five  weeks  at  the  hermitage  of 
Schoenmaker.  At  length  I  quitted  it,  to  vifit 
a  horde  of  Lefs  Nimiquas,  about  five  leagues 
from  our  camp,  where  a  grand  hunt  of  fpring- 
bock  antelopes  Was  to  take  pJaCe.  The  chief 
had  invited  us  to  bd  of  the  paff^,  tior  doubting 
but  our  fire-arms  would  contribute  greatly  to 
Its  fuccefs.  I  accepted  the  invitation  with 
pleafure,  as  much  vvith  a  view  to  render  them 
a  fervice,  as  again  to  fee  a  hunt  of  the  nature 
of  thofe  which  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
Ttiention.  It  t^atf  poffible,  too,  this  might  pre- 
fent  me  with  fome  new  circumftances  and 
particular  manoeuvreis.  The  party  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  next  day;  and  ail  were  bufy,' 
4  .  men. 
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ihen,  women,  and  children,  iii  making  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations. 

-  At  the  entrance  of  a  denle  formed  by  two 
llills^  two  rows  offtakes  were  planted  ;  which, 
placeid  at  a  fmali  diftance  from  each  other 
like  the  trees  of  a  groves  gfadualljr  diverged  as* 
the  row*  lengthened,  dlf  they  reached  a  con- 
fideraWfe  way  tntd  the  pkiA. .  The  ftakes  were 
three  feet  high,  and  had  a  thong  paffed  along 
theii?  tops,  from  one  to' another.  To  this 
thong,  hc5fe  ind  there,  oftrich  feathers  were 
himg/      '    ^'  ^ 

But  as  it  would  hav6  been  impoffible  to 
have  procured  thongs  enough  to  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  two  rows,  where'tJiey 
were  wantbg,  the  ftakes  were  fumiflied  with 
bundles  of  oftrich  ftathefs,  wings  of  birds, 
cndi5  of  tails,  piices  of  fkins,  and  even  whole 
krolTes;  any  thing,'in  Ihort^  that  it  w^ts- thought 
inight  fehv^e  to  brighten  the  game. 

The  fnane  began  at  the  very  opening  oFtHe 
defile,  where  were  dug,  ehequerwife,  about 
twenty  pits,  ten  feet  deep  by  fix  or  feven  wide, 
and  covered  on  the  furface  fo  as  to  be  com- 
pletely hidden,  though  fo  flightly  that  the  leaf! 
weight  woufd  break  ia  the  coverirtg^.   -The 

chace 
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i^hace  confided  in  making  the  antclopea  ente# 
between  the  two  rows  offtakes;  once  there^ 
they  were  eafily  driren  mto  the  defile  wbert 
the  pit*  were  dug.  Such  as  paffed  oveif  thefe 
pits  without  tumbling  in  fell  tnta  other  ambuf^ 
cades»  where  the  people  of  the  herde  waited 
for  them>  lying  flat  on  their  bellies^  to  ihoot 
thftm  with  their  arrows  the  moment  they 
ifliied  from  the  defile. 

The  whole  of  thi  day  was  e&i^iofed  in 
conveying  to  the  place  and  ereding  the  ap* 
paratus  1  have  defcribed ;  and  the  hej^t  day^ 
at  three  in  the  mornings  we  fet  off  for  thd 
rendezvous.  As  it  was  at  fome  diftancei  wcr 
did  not  arrive  there  till  break  of  day*  I 
mounted  one  of  my  horfes,  and  Klaas  anti^ 
therj  and  I  was  followed  by  fome  of  my 
burners,  and  all  my  dogs  in  their  leaflies* 
Several  of  the  fiivages  of  the  horde  remained 
with  me,  while  the  reft  placed  themfelves  ii^ 
ambufcade  along  the  palifades,  to  prevent  thti 
antelopes  from  leaping  over. 

As  the  fun  was  rifmg  we  pereeivedy  aboufe 
half  a  league  from  us,  a^  ^onfiderable  herd  of 
^ring-bocks  chafed  by  a  party  of  the  lavages* 
1  direisted  my  people  to  advance  in  file  aloag 

one 
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one  of  Its  flanks,  that  thereby  the  herd  might 
imperceptibly  be  driven  between  the  ftakes. 
We  foon  got  near,  and  began  to  prefs  them 
more  clofely.  At  length,  when  I  faw  that 
thofe  who  took  the  lead  were  fairly  entered 
info  the  tunnel,  I  and  Klaas  drove  fall  galtop 
after  their  rear,  fliputing  aloud,  and  f: ring  our 
fufees  and  piftols,  while  my  party  feconded 
us  by  the  difcharge  of  theirs,  and  the  others 
by  their  cries. 

:  This  noife  was  a  fignal  for  the  favages  conr 
cealed  near  the.  ftakes,  who  all  rofe  up,  making 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  hideous  yell,  th^t  the 
uproar  became  trqmendous.  The  animals, 
frightened  and  urged  on  all  fides,  prefled  dif- 
orderly  upon  one  another,  as  they  fled  in  a 
column,  and  exhibited  an  amufmg  fpedtacle. 

Carious  to  know  what  pafled  at  the  head 
and  near  the  pits,  I  galloped  thither,  expeft-^ 
ing  to  find  them  filled  by  the  antelopes 
tumbling  in  in  heaps.  But  I  was  deceived. 
Thefc  animals  are  extremely  cunning.  The 
leading  ones  only  fell  into  the  trap  ;  which  the 
reft,  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  it,  efcaped  by 
leaping  over. 

For  more  than  half  an  hour  that  the  paflage- 
Vol.  Ill-  D  d  con- 
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continued,  this  leaping  ceafed  not  a  moment ; 
and  never  did  I  witncfs  a  fpei^acle  fimilar  to 
what  was  afforded  by  thefe  thoufands  of  ani* 
mals,  running  Uke  the  wind,  and  half  of  them 
at  a  time  iii  the  air. 

Some  were  killed  by  our  (hot,  fomc  by  our 
dogs,  and  others  ftifled  in  the  throng;  but 
thirty- feven  only  were  found  in  the  pits  ;  and 
even  mod  of  thefe  were  in  the  firft  holes* 
The  Nimiquas  alfo  had  wounded  feveral  with 
their  pdifoned  arrows  ;  and,  though  thefe  fled 
away  with  the  reft,  they  hoped  foon  to  find 
them.    , 

This  hunt  did  not  at  all  ftrike  me  as  being 
very  fuccefsful.  Confidering,  indeed,  the  pre- 
parations that  were  made,  and  the  quantity  of 
game  we  faw,  I  even  thought  it  a  bad  one. 
The  people,  however,  were  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  told  me  that  fo  wonderful  a 
one  had  not  been  known  in  the  memory  of 
man. 

'  They  commonly  deemed  themfelves  fortu- 
nate if  they  procured  a  dozen  antelopes.  Fre- 
quently they  hdd  even  the  vexation  not  to  gee 
more  than  a  fmgle  one;  which  happened  fome- 
tlmes  when  the  herd  was  fmall,  or  when,  the 

number 
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htimber  of  people  employed  to  ftart  arid  lie  in 
^ait  to  frighten  the  game  being  too  few,  the  > 
animals,  lefs  terrified,  fled  with  lefs  precipita- 
tion.    Iki  fuch  cifes  the  leading  Antelope  only- 
fell  into  the  fnare  ;  the  reft,  warned  by  his  fall, 
leaped  over  the  pits.     Iri  fadt,  I  had  perceived 
in  the  prefeht  hunt  the  truth  of  this  remark ; 
^lid  it  riiay  bd  inferred,  that  our  fcccefs  had 
been  chiefly  bwifig  to  my  guns  and  my  dogs. 
Out"  game  was  now  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
kraal  J  but  the  day  being  too  far  advanced, 
We  agreed  to  .deffer  this  bufinefs  till  the  next 
day,  and  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle.     We  fent,  however,  for  feme  oxen* 
At  day-break  they  arrived ;  arid  we  returned 
to  the  horde  in  triumph,  attended  by  the  pro- 
duce of  our  chace. 

'  This  was  fUfficienily  abundant  to  give  etwy 
fcitnily  reafon  to  rejoice.  Equal  portions  were 
diftributed  to  each,  and  part  was  employed  to 
furnilh  out  a  regale,  to  whtdh  the  horde  added 
fome  fat  iheep :  for  among  the  favages  there 
dan  be  no  feafting  without  fat,  and  particularly 
that  of  mutton.  The  feaft  was  concluded  by 
a  dance,  which  continued  all  night  j  the  party 
D  d  2  not 
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not  breakiug  up  till  the   fun  ma^dfi^  ]^   ap- 
peai'ancc^ 

While  they  were  all  preparing  to  Ifcepi  I 
took  leave  of  my  guefts,  and  direfted  my  fteps 
acrofs  the  long  Valley  of  Spring-bocfc^.  The 
valley  had  no  name  j  but  I  (o  called  it  on  ac- 
count of  a  vaft  herd  of  thefe  animal^,  which  I 
found  there,  and  which  was  more  numerous 
than  any  1  had  ever  feen.  lam  not  afraid  of 
exceeding  the  truth,  If  I  fay  it  was  corapof- 
ed  of,  fixty.  or  eighty  thoufand.  In  (hort^ 
the  whole  day  was  fpcnt  in  tr^Vf^41iqg-fevea 
leagues,  and  all  the  way  we  faw  nothing  but 
fpring-bocks  before  usi,  and  on  every  fide* 
They  feeme4  to  fill  the  valley  and  block  up 
the  paflage  againft  us. 

The  next  morning  we  were  able  tp  ^idvance. 
no  more  than  three  leagues ;  but  it  was  for 
another  reafon.  In  pafling  a  difficult  road, 
one  of  my  waggons  was  overturned*  The. 
pole  was  broken,  a^  were  three  fpokes  of  the 
hind  wheels  ;  and,  to  rncreafe  pur  lafiisfortimey 
we  were,  obliged  to  unload  it  before  we  couid 
get  it  up  again.  ,       ! 

The  lofs  of  the.jioje  was  eafily  fuppUed,^s 

I  had 
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I  had  a  fparc  one  under  each  waggofi :  but  it 
required  fome  time  to  repair  the  wheel ;  ahd, 
the  place  not  being  convenient  for  the  pur^- 
pofe,  I  deferred  it  till  the  next  day.  A  few 
branches  mtre  interwoven  between  the  fpokes 
of  the  wheels  to  fupport  the  broken  ones;  the  ' 
waggon  was  lightened,  by  diftriboting  part  of 
its  load  between  the  other  two ;  and  in  this 
(late  we  were  able  to  proceed  four  leagues  fatu 
ther,  and  arrive  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  which 
nfForded  us  a  favourable  fituation  for  our  en- 
campment,  and  the  repair  of  the  wheel  of  tfte 
carriage.  It  was  the  12th  of  July:  a  me^ 
morable  day — which  I  fliall  never  forget,  as  1 
*vas'then  firft-attacked  by  a  difeafe,  which  had 
neariy  coft  me  my  life :  it  was  memorable 
alfo  on  another  account,  and  I  (hall  always 
recall  it  to  mind  with  fecret  fatisfaSion,  for 
it  procured  me  the  pkafure  of  doing  a  gooi 
adion,  and  rendering  a  whole  family  happy. 
On  ray  arrival  I  felt  myfolf  not  well ;  I  had 
a  fhivering,  and  a  great  heavinefs  in  my  head. 
But  thefe  fymptoms  did  not  alarm  me,  as  I 
afcribed  them  to  the  extremq  fatigue  I  had 
undergone  in*my  excurfion  towards  the  north 
of  Ors^nge-River,    together  with  that  of  my 

D  d  3  laft 
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laft  hunt.  With  this  idea,  fuppofing  that  al| 
I  wanted  wae  r^ft,  I  went  and  lay  down  in  my 
waggpn,  in  order  to  relieve  myf^If  by  fleep-rr 
which,  however^  I  was  not  fated  to  find. 

Klaas  in  the  mean  while  direded  my  tent 
'  to  be  pitched.  A$  this  was  doipg,  he  per- 
ceiyed  at  a  diftance  a  waggon  that  appeared  to 
bend  its  courfe  toward  us,  and  he  ran  to  infprixi 
me  of  the  circumftance  as  at  piece  of  good 
pews.  More  than  a  year  hi^d  elapfed  fince  I 
had  received  any  letters  from  the  Cape.  I 
W4S  totally  ignoi^ant  of  what  had  hs^ppened 
•there  fipce  my  departure ;  and  thefe  f^ngcr$ 
would  perhaps  bring  ipe  informal  ion. 

This  thought  made  me  forget  my  illneU. 
I  leaped  inftantly  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  meet 
them. 

The  waggon  was  drawn  by  a.  teanx  of  tea 
oxen,  under  the  guidance  of  five  lipttentots. 
Three  lean  cows  and  a  few  (beep  foy;owe4 
them.  The  travellers  themfqlves  were  four  in 
number,  ^a  man,  his  wife,  and  two  children^ 
But  men,  waggon >  and  animals,  indicated  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  did  the  garments  that  cOr 
yered  even  the  mafter  and  miftrefs. 

I  was  involuntarily  moved  with  pity  at  the. 

fight. 
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fight.  They  on  the  contrary  teftified  the  moft 
lively  joy  at  feeing  me-  Their  eyes,  their 
looks,  their  motions,  every  thing  declared  it. 
The  man  and  his  wife  in  particular  could  not 
exprefs  their  fatisfaSion.  The  meeting  me, 
they  faid,  was  the  height  of  felicity ;  and  they 
ihould  confider  this  day  as  the  moil  fortunate 
of  their  lives, 

Having  never  feen  them  before,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  me  16  conceive  the  reafon  of  this 
joy,  which  was  fo  ftrikingly  contrafted  by 
their  indigence  arid  rags,  I  was  eager  to  know 
it ;  yet,  till  we  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  their 
waggoM  was  drawn  up  by  mine,  I  could  not 
well  alk  them  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  I  then 
conducted  them  to  my  tent,  offered  them 
fome  refreihment,  which  they  accepted,  and 
we  entered  into  converfation. 

The  hufband,  who,  as  well  as  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Africa,  was  one  of  thofe  weak  and 
inconfiderate  men,  of  whom  we  meet  fo 
'many  every  day,  ^nd  who,  defirous  of  eafe 
and  the  comforts  of  this  life,  but  naturally  in- 
dolent, feek  to  enrich  themfelves  in  fome  fhort 
way,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  more  fpeedily 
happinefs  and  quiet.  This  man,  feeing  no 
P  d  4  mode 
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mode  in  th?  colony  of  making  a  fortune  fo 

rapidly  as  he  wiftied,  and  having  heard  of  the 

acqnifitions  tl^at  hdd  b^en  inade  among  theNi- 

miquas  by  certain  individual?,  took  it  into  hi$ 

head  to  vifit  them  in  like  manner;   flattering 

himfelf,  that  in  their  country  he  ihould  meet 

with  what  he  had  in  vain  fought  for  at  hornet, 

and  never  once  dreaming  that  wherever  E^di- 

vity,  induftry,  and.  good  fenfe  are,  qualifjiies  to 

which  he  appeared  to  have  no  c^im,  there  alfo' 

fortune  is  to  be  found  and  no  where  elfe* 

The  wonders  of  the  Nimiqua  land  he  ha4 

long  heard  of,  angi  he  had  often  been  adyifed 

to  fettle  in  this  pretended  paradife,  where  aH 

\  "the  wealth  of  the  globe,  ^nd  all  its  moft  v^Ur 

able  prpduftions,  awaited  his  cDming. 

Several,  it  is  true,  while  they  confirmed  the 
fables  that  prevailed  refpeding  the  wealth  of 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  mines  of  gold, 
had  terrified  him  at  the  fame  time  by  the  nu- 
merous, obftacles  which  ,they  told  him  he 
would  have  to  contend  with.  They  fpoke  of 
Boflxmen,  tigers,  lions,  and  wild  beafts  of 
every  kind  j  and  thefe,  they  faid,  were  what 
prevented  the  planters  from  ftttling  there. 
For  a  time,  thefe  fabuldus  terrors  had  KVh 

dered 
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dered  Mm  wavering:  but  the  thirft  of  gold 
bad  at  length  prevailed ;  and  the  almoil  cer^ 
tainty  of  finding  it  had  led  him  thus  far  on  his 
way.  Five  wretched  Hottentots  attended  }iia| 
in  this  weanibme  pilgrimage. 

By  report  my  name  had  been  known  to 
him  in  the  colony,  and  he  had  jufl  learned 
that  I  h^d  traverfed  the  country  near  the 
Orange.  In  cpnfequence  he  inquired  after 
my  route,  and  direded  his  courfe  fo  as  to  fall 
in  with  me.  Chance  had  favoured  him  be- 
yond his  expedations :  and  thence  arofe  the 
extraordinary  joy  he  teftified  at  feeing  me* 

Th?  converfation,  as  will  readily  be  fi^ 
pofed,  almoft  wholly  turned  on  the  Ian  J  of 
promife  towards  which  he  was  travelling— ^that 
wonderful  land,  fo  fertile  in  gold,  filver,  and 
rubies^  that  he  was  to  pick  them  up  by  hand- 
fuls  along  the  rocks  and  in  the  rivers  !  He 
talked  with  rapture  of  thefe  imaginary  trea* 
fprcs.  Perfuaded,  no  doubt,  that  my  wag- 
gons were  loaded  with  them,  he  expected 
from  my  civility  that  I  fhould  dire<^  him  to 
their  beds ;  and  -  had  depended  on  ebtdning 
from  me  all  the  information  he  wanted. 
I  allowed  him  to  vent  at  his  eafe  all  the  fol- 
lies 
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lies  with  wliich  his  head  had  been  flufiedy  and 
made  it  a  point  not  to  interrupt  him.  The 
idea  of  opening  his  eyes  and  ^eftroying  hopes 
which,  mad  and, chimerical  as  thoy  were,  oti-- 
dered  him  happy»  was  abiblutely  painful  to  me* 
To  diffipate  his  illufion,  and  tell  him  the  truth, 
was  to  render  him  miferable :  yet  was  it  ne* 
cefTary  to  be  done,  I  ordered^  therefi:»re,  all  the 
fpedmens  of  minerals,  all  the  ftones  and  co- 
loured cryftals,  which  I  and  my  people  had 
coHedled,  to  be  placed  before  him ;  and  ftiow- 
ing  him  this  fuppofed  wealth,  the  nature  and 
value  of  which  he  might  himfelf  examine  and 
appreciate,  *^  This,''  faid  1  to  him,  ^  is  what 
^'  you  will  find.'^ 

The  exhibition  was  a  thunderftroke  to  thi$ 
deluded  and  happy  couple.  They  ran  their 
eyes  over  the  different  fubftances,  and  then 
looked  at  each  other  with  an  ait  of  dejedion 
$uid  amazement  which  it  is  eafier  to  imagine 
than  defcribe.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  mode 
of  convincing  them,  they  ftill  appeared  atliv 
tervals  perplexed  and  undecided  in  their  minds. 
Bccaufe  I  did  not  fliow  them  money  ready 
coined,  it  did  not  follow  that  nothing  to  coia 
it  with  was  to  be  found  in  the  country.     The 

illufioi^ 
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lUufion  every  moment  returned  to  their  minds : 
they  fet  againft  my  teftimony  the  unanimous 
aflfertions  of  the  planters,  and  the  conftant  tra? 
dition  of  fourfcore  years.  Soon,  however,  the 
curtain  dropped  again  j  the  truth  once  more 
flared  them  in  the  face ;  and  the  falfe  opinion 
they  had  conceived  from  what  had  been  told 
them  was  at  length  completely  diflipated. 

To  fuffer  them  any  longer  to  remain  in  thi^ 
painful  ftate  wpuld  have  been  cruel  in  me* 
Difappointment  was  already  figured  on  their 
countenances,  and  their  fixed  dejected  look 
denoted  how  profound  was  their  forrow.  I 
Jiad  defbroyed  all  their  hopes ;  they  were  too 
well  convinced  for  their  happinefs;  and  I 
thought  it  time  to  revive  their  fpirits,  by  fub- 
flituting  rational  fch^m^s  for  wil4  and  fenfelefa 
chimerasl 

Ignorance  mifreprefents  in  its  accounts  the 
ill  as  much  as  the  good ;  becaufe^  unable  to 
f  ftiraate  the  value  of  either,  it  exaggerates  both. 
When  imaginary  treafure^  had  been  announ* 
ced  to  thefe  people,  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
been  terrified  by  dangers  equally  unfounded. 
It  was  neceflary  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
^ifljpatc  their  fears,  and  reprefent  the  country 

to 
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to  which  they  were  goiog,  juft  as  it  was^  with^ 
out  aay  deception. 

Relating  to  them  nothing  but  what  I  had 
recently  feen  with  my  own  eyes,  they  could 
not  avoid  placing  fome  confidence  in. my  tef*? 
timony.  I  accordiog^ly  gave  them  a  brief  ac* 
count  of  every  thing  mail  remarkable  that  had 
happened  to  me^  in  the  difierent  pasts  of  thi^ 
pountry,  fcrupuloufly  delineating  both  the  good 
imd  the  bad,  without  concealing  any  thipg  of 
©Uher,  I  then  advifed  them  to  give  up  the 
mad  and  chimerical  ideas  which  had  engen- 
dered In  them  fudti  covetous  defires.;  and  told 
them,  that  if,  inflead  of  lofing  time  in  feeldng 
gold  and  gems  in  a  country  where  they  were 
not  to  be  found,  they  would  form  a  fettlcment 
there,  they  might  bring  up  their  children  with 
eafe,  and  live  in  happy  and  peaceful  compe- 
tence. 

Many  prejudices  refpediing  the  (kvages  had 
been  inftilled  into  their  minds.  On  this  point 
I  undeceived  them  ;  and,  citing  my  ovni  exr 
amj^e,  I  gave  them  to  underftand  what  great 
fervices  they  might  expedt  from  thefe  people, 
if  they  would  form  like  me  an  intimacy  with 
tliem,  gait!  their  favour  by  a  few  aQ:s  of  friend- 

£hip, 
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(kip)  and  purfae  die  condud  which  I  had 
found  fp  fuccefsful.  Finally,. though  it  was 
in  complete  x>ppofition  to  tfaehr  ideas,  I  idvifed 
them,  not  without  regret,  to  ivoid  all  intcr- 
courfe  with  certain  white  men  whom  they 
would  find  in  their  neighbourhood.  Thefe, 
I  affuted  them,  were  their  real  enemies,  the 
only  ones  they  had  to  fear,  and  againft  whom 
they  muft  always  be  on  their  guard. 

Ehiring  the  whole  of  my  difcourfe,  the  eyes 
ot the  woman  were  attentively  fixed  on  me; 
and  I  faw,  by  the  alteration  of  her  countenance, 
the  profound  impreffion  it  made  upon  hen 
The  great  TefpeiJJ:  ahd  high  efteem  fhe  enter- 
tjuned  for  her  hufband,^  however,  cccafionally 
intervened  to.  deftrgy^  this  impreffion.  She 
cndcav6cred  to  difcover  in  his  looks  what  he 
thought:  upon  the  fubje<3:,  that  ,fhe  might 
thiereby'  determine  what  to  think  herfelf.  If 
joy  crhope  wereexpreflcd  on  his  ccfuntenance^ 
hers  bxparrded  at  the  fame  moment:  if  he 
looked  thoughtful  and  uneafy,  her  features 
partooj:  of  the  change,  and  ihe  became  uneafy 
too.  SojHttuch  love  for  fo  much  wretthednefs 
rendered. her  affedfcion  refpe<3;able  in  my  eyes. 

The  man  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the 
I  whole* 
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vrholfefbmcncfs  of  my  advice^  and  cdnfeiTed 
th^t,  if  we  defire  i/t^ealth^  it  id  a  more  cettairi 
way  to  take  the  trouble  to  acquire  it  by  our 
labour,  than  to  endeavour  to  find  it  ready 
made  to  our  hands.  But  one  great  difficulty 
flood  in  Jlis  ^^y  i  which  was  his  poverty; 

Poof  and  helplefe,  what  would  become  of 
him  in  the  wild  and  uncultivated  defert  to 
which  he  Was  repairing  ?  Without  merchan- 
dife,  how  c^uld  he  hope  to  gain  the  friendfhip 
of  the  neighbouring  hordes,  and  foriri  a  con* 
nedion  with  them  ?  In  firie,  without  imple- 
inents^  without  utenfils,  without  furniture,-  or 
materials  tQ  make  any^  Without  provifion,  and 
in  fhoft  deftitute  of  eveiy  thing,  h6w  could  he 
form  a  fettlemeiit,  aiid  begin  a  way  of  life  for 
which  he  was  totally  unprepared  ?  The  moft 
important  articles  belonging  to  this  travelling 
family  wete  a-  muiket  in  no  very  gobd  condi- 
tion, and  a  fmall  trunk,  about  two  feet  fquare, 
which  contained  the  whole  of  their  wardrobe. 

Good  advice,  well-timed,  has  no  doitbt  its 
value ;  but  the  poor,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  want 
more  than  advice :  and  in  confequence,  to  give 
thefe  pilgrims  a  proof  how  much  I  was  in-^^ 
terefted  :ia  their  welfare,  I  defcribed  to  them 

tlie 
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the  Uttte  hermitage  of  Schoenmaker,  in  which 
I  had  paffed  a  few  weeks  fo  pleafantly,  I  fpoke 
alfo  of  the  fmiling  valley  and  delightful  wood 
in  which  it  was  fituated ;  and  I  omitted  at  the 
fame  time  neither  the  beautiful  rivulet  that  rart 
by  the  houfe,  nor  the  little  garden   in  which 
feveral  of  the  culinary  vegetables  of  Europe 
were  ftill  to  be  found,  nor  the  proximity  of  the 
river,  which  would  afford  the  amufement  of 
fifhing,  and  the  advantage  of  hunting  the  hip- 
popotamus.      Finally,    though   this   pleafant 
^ftate  did  not  }>elong  to  me,  and  I  had  not  in 
reality  the  leaft  title  to  it,  I  took  upon  me  to 
make  them  an  Qffer  of  it,  and  invited  them  to 
take  pofleffion,   afluring    them  that  no  one 
would  difpute  their  claim. 

I  intended,  indeed,  to  acquaint  Schoenmaker 
with  the  circumftance,  and  had  no  doubt  but 
he  would  approve  of  what!  had  done.  And 
as  to  himfelf,  I  purpofed  by  means  of  the 
friendfliip  of  Serrurier  and  Gordon,  when  I  ar- 
rived at  the  Cape,  to  obtain  his  pardon.  My 
expedations  were  not  difappointed.  I  have 
already  faid  that  I  accompliihed  my  purpofc, 
and  rcftored  to  the  colony  an  honeft  man,  who 
has  fm?e  become  a  very  fuccefiaful  planter. 

The 
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The  man  and  his  wife  embraced  my  oficr 
with  thofe  expreffions  of  gratitude  which  an 
important  fervice  is  fm"e  to  draw  from  fufcep-* 
tible  minds  ;  and  I  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  to  arrive  at  the  valley  and  the 
houfe  in  queftion  would  be  a  bufinefs  attended 
with  little  diflSculty,  as  they  would  only  have 
to  follow  the  traces  of  my  waggons. 

This  converfation  had  occupied  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  my  evening.  Before  we  fepa- 
rated  for  the  night,  I  treated  the  travellers  with 
tea  and  coffee  j  and  they  retited  to  their  bedst 
joy  fparkling  in  their  countenances  asthey  quit- 
ted me,  at  which  I  confefs  I  wasfenfiblyaffeded- 

For  my  part,  I  went  and  threw  inyfelf  again 
on  the  mattrefs  in  th?  waggon.  'My  illnefs  and 
headach  however  were  fo  iftcreafed,  that  I  cotdd 
not  fleep  for  a  fingle  moment  during  the  whole 
night.  I  ought  to  have  fejt  fome  anxiety 
about  thecaufe  of  this  fleeplephefs ;  but  lilill 
deceived  myfelf,  arid  afcrib'ed  it  to  the  emotion 
this  fingular  adventure  had  occafioned  me. 

The  next  morning,  my  vifitors  came  to  tdl 
me  that,  dill  more  confirmed  in  their  refolution 
of  embracing  my  propofa|  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  they  were  about  to  prepare 

for 
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for  their  departure  :  upon  which  I  gave  them 
every  information  refpeding  the  people  of  the 
tountry,  and  the  advantag^e  they  might  derive 
from  them  for  the  imprbvement  of  their  fituation* 

Refolved  however,  notv^ithftanding  this  ad- 
Vantage,  to  render  their  abode  as  agreeable  as 
^as  in  my  power,  I  intended  to  beftow  on  them 
a  fmall  (lock  of  fuch  things  as  would  be  necep 
fary,  ot  at  leaft  ufeful,  to  them  in  their  ne\l^ 
fcttlement.  I  had  ftill  by  me  fome  fait  provi* 
fion,  and  particularly  the  flefh  of  the  laft  hip- 
t)opotamt!S  we  had  killed.  With  this  flefli  I 
ordered  a  leathern  bag  to  be  filled,  and  tarried 
to  their  waggon.  To  this  1  added  a  few  toys, 
fome  brafs-wirc  for  making  bracelets,  fome 
nails,  powder,  (hot^  and  indeed  every  thing  I 
thought  capable  of  contributing  to  their  plea- 
fure  or  their  fecurity^  and  enabling  them  to 
trade  for  what  they  might  want.  Laftly,  I 
gave  them  four  fheep,  a  goat  with  kid,  a  cock 
^nd  hen  from  my  brood  of  chickens,  and  the 
youngeft  of  my  dogs^ 

The  good  people  fcarccly'knew  how  to  ex- 
prefs  their  gratitude. 

"  I  am  now  about  to  leave  you,'*  faid  the 
hufband,  "  and  perhaps  I  fhall  never  fee  you 

Vol.  Ill,  E  e  **  again ; 
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•'  again :  but  while  I  have  a  fpark  of  lift  te* 
•'  maining  in  ray  body,  1  (hall  never  forget 
*'  you,  or  ceafe  to  blefs  your  name.  I  was 
*'  going  to  expofe  myfelf  to  perifli  with  hun- 
"  gt;r  and  defpair,  and  you  have  ftopped  mc 
**  on  the  border  of  the  gulph.  I  was  without 
**  refource,  and  you  have  rendered  me  happy, 
**  Bleffed  be  the  day  on  which  I  met  with 
•'  you  !  Every  yeaf  I  will  repair  to  this  place 
**  with  my  family,  to  celebrate  it  on  the  banks 
"  of  this  very  river,  to  pour  out  my  vows  for 
"  you,  and  recall  to  my  remembrance  fo  im- 
•'  porrant  a  benefit." 

.  While  in  Africa,  I  gave  to  the  brook  by 
which  I  was  encamped  when  the  planter  of 
whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  met  with  me  the 
name  t^fRivurj  dc  la  Rencontre  (river  of  our 
meeting) :  but,  after  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I 
changed  it  to  that  of  Laborde,  who  took  fuch 
extraordinary  cafe  in  finifhing  the  map  of  my 
travels,  as  a  flight  tefiimony  of  gratitude,  which 
I  addrelfed  to  this  friend  at  the  very  jundure 
when  hordes  of  civiri:^ed  robbers  murdered  him^ 
amidft  the  heap  of  vidims  facrificed  to  the  vileft 
of  mankind  by  the  moft  cowardly  of  men. 
While  the  oxen  of  my  new  acquaintance 

wert 
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Were  putting  to  his  waggon,  I  ordered  mine 
to  be  yoked  alfo.  My  pains  hourly  increafed. 
They  had  already  very  much  weakened  me, 
^J\(\  1  began  to  be  alarmed.  What  would  be- 
come of  me,  fhould  I  be  attacked  with  a  ferious 
malady !  I  had  but  one  refource,  that  of -reaching 
the  colony,  if  poflible,  before  it  declared  itfelf* 

I  fet  off,  therefore,  immediately  ;  and,  being* 
too  feeble  to  mount  on  horfeback,  I  at  firR  lay 
at  my  length  in  the  waggon.  But  it  was  not 
poflible  for  me  to  bear  its  motion.  My  head- 
ach  was  fo  violent,  and  the  jolting  gave  me  fo 
much  pain,  that  I  found  it  neceflary.  to  leave 
it  and  mount  one  of  my  horfes,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  wcaknefs.  In  this  manner  I  arrived 
at  the  mountains  of  Kauffi,  near  the  brook 
which,  taking  its  rife  in  thefe  mountains,  bears 
the  fame  name. 

I  longed  to  alight,  that  I  might  lie  down. 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey  and  the  heat  of 
the  day  had  made  me  worfe.  I  felt  myfelf  in 
a  burning  fever,  and  experienced  extreme  pain 
in  fwallowing,  which  I  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be 
a  common  fore-throat,  but  w^ich,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,,  from  the  inflammation  of  the 
E  e  2  pharynx 
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pharynx  and  the  fwelling  of  the  toafils,  ihovt^ 
ed  itfelf  to  be  a  quinfy.  ' 

I  thought  myfelf  loft.  This  difeafe  in 
Africk  is*  almoft  always  mortali  and,  befideft 
being  more  painful  than  in  Europe,  is  of 
much  longer  continuance.  What"  could  I  do 
in  fuch  alarming  chxamftances,  not  only  un-* 
Ikilled  as  I  was  in  phyfic,  but  dcftitute  of  the 
remedies  which  the  planters  employed  in  fuch 
cafes  ?  '    '         . 

My  Hottentots,  to  whom  all  difeafes  are  the 
fame,  and  who  confequently  have  but  one 
method  of  cure*,  were  defirous  of  employing 
it  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It  coniifted  in  dip-* 
ping  napkins  in  boiling  milk,  and  applying 
them  fcalding  hot  round  my  neck.  This 
treatment,  which  is  their  fovereign  panacea, 
their  univerfal  remedy,  was  obferved  for  three 
days  together.  For  three  days  I  had  the  civi- 
lity to  fuffer  myfelf  thus  to  be  burnt ;  but  af 
length,  fatigued  and  tortured  to^  no  pufpofe,  I 
refufed  to  fubmit  any  longer  to  the  pain,  and 
left  myfelf  entirely  to  nature* 

My  fituatioQ  ^as  become  deplorable.  I 
could  fv^alJow  nothing  but  a  few  drops  of  very 

weak 
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weak  tea,  and  this  with  great  difficulty.  My 
tongue  and  throat  were  fo  fwelled,  that  I  fpoke 
only  by  figns.  At  length  my  refpiratiori  be* 
came  fo  painful,  and  was  fo  much  impeded, 
that  I  every  moment  expected  to  be  fufFo* 
cated. 

The  confternation  of  my  people  became 
general.  Klaas  and  Swanepoel  alone  entered 
my  tent ;  and  they  attended  me  alterni^tely. 
But  when  cither  of  them  came  to  me,  I  im- 
mediately faw  the  heads  of  all  the  reft  collected 
together  at  the  entrance  of  my  tent,  and  ftretch- 
cd  out  as  far  as  poflible,  endeavouring  to  read 
in  his  looks  what  they  had  to  hope  or  fear, 

Afluredly,  if  ever  there  was  a  moment  in 
jny  life  when  I  thought  myfelf  near  my  end, 
it  was  this.  Thus  then  two  long,  laborious, 
and  dangerous  journeys  were  to  terminate! 
Unable  to  fpeak,  and  to  give  any  orders  ibout 
my  collections,  what  would  become  of  the 
.  fruit  of  all  my  fatigues  ! 

Had  the  fever  that  ccnfumed  me  been  ac- 
companied with  delirium,  and  had  I  loft  the 
fenfe  of  my  fituation  and  the  painful  anxiety 
infeparable  from  it,  I  fhould  have  been  lefs 
pitiiible  :  but^to  my  extreme  misfortune,  my 
Ji  e  3  fcnfc^ 


412  TRAVELS    IN 

fehfes  were  in  nowife  deranged ;  I  favv  death 
approaching  with  flow  fteps,  and  experlenGed 
all  its  horrorg. 

I  had  given  myfelf  -over  for  near  a  week, 
when  Swanepoel  came  to  announce  to  me  the 
arrival  of  fome  Lefs  Nimiquas  of  a  neighbour- 
ing horde.  Thefe  good  favages  had  heatd  of 
my  diforder;  and,  in  confcquence  of  the  friend- 
fhip  for  me  with  which  1  had  the  felicity  to 
infpire  their  nation,  had  com'e  to  offer  to  ^fFe<3: 
iny  cure,  and  propofe  a  remedy,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  they  would  pledge  themfdves,* 
they  faid,  if  I  would  but  corjfent  to  entruft  my-? 
felf  in  their  hands. 

Could  a  dying  man,  fo  circumft^nced,  liften 
with  indiflference  to  the  voice  that  promifed 
him  life  ?  Befides,  had  poifon  been  offered  me, 
my-  fufferings  had  continued  fo  long,  and  were 
become  fo  infupportable,  that  from  wearinefs, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  them,  I  fhould  inftantly 
have  taken  it.  I  made  a  fign,  therefore^  that 
I  confented ;  and  my  phyficians  prepared  the 
remedy. 

This  too  was  a  hot  topical  application  ;  but, 
inflead  pf  being  made  of  milk  like  the  former, , 
it  confifled  of  a  certain  -herb ;  and,  befide  the 

cataplafm, 
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cataplafm,  the  juice  of  the  herb  was  to  be  ufed 
as  a  gargle.  I  was  prejudiced  againft  thofe 
burning  collars  with  which  my  neck  was 
again  to  be  furrounded;  and,  when  I  faw  Klaas 
bringing  me  this  new-prepared  one,  I  felt,  I 
i:onfefs,  fome  repugnance.  But  the  gargle 
had  fuch  an  agreeable  fmell,  its  tafte  was  fo 
fweet  and  balfamic,  and  nature  appeared  to 
give  me  fo  fudden  and  powerful  an  inclination 
for  it,  that  one  of  the  remedies  induced  me  to 
fubmit  to  the  other. 

The  cataplafm  was  renewed  feveral  times  in 
the  night ;  and  I  repeated  the  gargle  ftill  more 
frequently.  At  length,  when  day  appeared, 
to  my  great  joy  I  found  myfelf  eafed.  I  could 
already  breathe  with  more  freedom ;  the  fwell- 
ing  and  inflammation  of  the  pharynx  were 
abated  ;  every  moment  I  continued  to  get  bet- 
ter ;  at  length  I  was  able  even  to  fwallow,  and 
then  by  order  of  my  Efculapius  I  was  to  take 
cold  milk. 

la  a  ftate  of  continual  fever  as  I  was,  this 
cold  milk  appeared  to  my  European^ prejudices 
^  ftrange  prefcription :  bqt  what  were  preju- 
dices to  confidence  founded  on  fuccels!  I  re- 
figacd  myfelf  blindly  to  the  guidance  of  my 
f.  e  4  phyfu 
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phyfician,  and  I  had  every  ireafon  to  applau4 
myfclf  for  doing  fo.        ' 

By  the  third  day  I  found  myfelf  cured.  My 
^  quinfy  was  gone,  ray  fever  had  left  me,  the 
fwelling  had  fubfided,  and  my  throat  was  free. 
I  had  nothing  of  my  difeafe  remaining  but  an 
extreme  weaknefs,  which  did  not  prevent  me 
from  feeling  myfelf  to  be  out  of  danger,  and 
how  much  I  was  indebted  to  tlie  individual 
who  had  been  the  inflrument  of  my  cure, 
I  defired  to  fee  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
me. 

It  was  the  firft  interview  l^etwe^n  us,  the 
firft  time  of  his  entering  my  tent  Different 
from  the  phyficians  of  Europe,  who  mull  cxa* 
mine  the  tpnguc  and  feel  the  pulfe,  he  wa$ 
fatisfied  with  enquiring  after  my  ftate,  and  pre- 
fcribing  for  me  on  the  report  of  ^notherr— a  me* 
thod  which  whh  him  fuccefs  in  this  inftanc^ 
had  proved  to  be  fufficient. 

He  was  a  little  man,  not  differing  in  ex- 
ternal appearance  from  the  reft  of  his  com-r 
rades  J  and  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing my  diforder,  he  knew  no  more  than  they 
all  knew.  Accordingly,  regardlefsof  the  ho-r 
nour  of  having  perfprmed  a  cure  and  pbtaine4 

the 
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the  confidence  of  a  white  man,  he  feemed  fen- 
fible  only  of  the  picafure  of  having  reftore4 
me  to  health. 

Puring  the  whole  time  of  my  illnefs,  my 
people  had  all  drove  to  pay  me  the  greateft 
refpcft  and  attention.  From  the  moment  they 
began  to  be  alarfned  fop  me,  they  had  all  al>- 
ftained  from  finging  '  or  danping.  I  had  not 
even  heard  fo  much  as  a  laugh.  The  fame 
attention  continued  during  my  convalefcence, 
without  my  finding  it  neceflary  to  iflue  a  fm- 
gle  order  on  the  fubjedl ;  and  thefe  fruits  of 
the  fi-iendfliip  they  bore  me  were  fo  nuiny  de- 
licious enjoyments  to  my  heart. 

My  llore  of  provifion  being  greatly  dimi* 
nifhed,  and,  in  my  prefent  condition,  none  of 
what  remained  being  fit  for  my  ufe,  I  felt  how 
piuch  I  was  indebted  to  Swanepoel  for  fetting 
my  hen  during  my  four  months  abfcnce  from 
him,  and  thus  procuring  me  chickens.  Thefe 
ferved  to  make  me  broth,  or  to  roaft ;  and, 
when  they  were  gone,  my  hunters  took  upon 
them  to  fupply  me  with  partridges  and  other 
birds  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

As  fbon  as  I  was  able  to  rife,  I  made  a  point 
pf  quitting  my  tent,  and  taking  4  walk,  or 

fome 
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fome  gentle  exercife,  to  recover  my  ftrength^ 
J  had  defired -already  to  fee  my  phyficiai>;  my 
iirft  jexcurfion  was  to  gather  and  examine  with 
him  the  plant  he  had  employed  in  my  cure. 

Nothing  in  the  country  is  more  common : 
it  is  to  be  met  with  every  where }  and  h? 
ihowed  it  to  me  all  round  my  camp.  It  is  4 
ipecies  of  fage,  growing  about  two  f^et  high, 
and  nearly  of  the  colour  of  our  common  f^gc, 
but  with  a  fmoother  leaf,  I  could  not  be  cer- 
l^n  of  the  colour  of  the  flower,  becaufe  it  was 
the  feafon  when  it  begins  to  wither  and  dry  j 
l^pt  I  believe  it  to  be  blue? 

Swanepoel,  when  he  faw  the  plant,  conceiy- 
ed  it  tp  be  perfeftly  familiar  to  him.  He  af- 
fured  me  it  was  equally  cpmpion  in  the  colony 
and  at  the  Cape,  where  it  was  kpowp  by  the 
Putch  name  oi  fa^ly  (fage).  But  |)0tanift5 
have  comprifed  fo  many  different  plants  under 
the  general  name  of  fage,  that  I  know  not  tq 
yrhat  family  ih^faaly  of  the  Cape  belongs. 

As  the  planters  never  employ  it  in  for^ 
throats,  which  are  one  of  the  fcoqrges  of  their 
climtite,  it  is  probable  they  are  unacquainted 
'vyith  its  virtues:  or  it  is  more  likely  that 
{Swanepoel,  mifled  by  fome  exteruaj  refem-; 

blanc^ 
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Uaoce  m  the  two  plants,  was  deceived,  and 
that  the  faa/y  of  the  Nimiquas  and  that  of 
ihe  planters  are  not  the  fame. 

On  the  other  hand,  1  am  Induced  to  believe 
that  the  latter  differs  from  the  common  fage 
of  Europe  both  in  tafte  and  in  fmell ;  and  my 
reafon  is  this :  Among  the  nations  of  Europe 
that  trade  to  China,  there  is  one  in  particular, 
that,  purchaGng  there  a  large  quantity  of  tea, 
gives  in  exchange  for  it  the  leaves  of  fage* 
This  plant,  in  confequence  of  the  value  placed 
by  the  people  of  every  country  on  what  is 
brought  from  a  great  diftance,  U  fought  bjf; 
the  Chinefe  with  ftill  more  avidity  than  even 
theirs  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Europe ;  and 
this  is  accordingly  a  trade  in  whiph  c^nt  per 
cent  may  eafily  be  gained. 

Now  this  fage,  fold  at  fo  high  a  price  at; 
the  farther  extremity  of  Afia,  is  purchafed  in 
pur  fouthern  provinces,  though  the  French,  to 
their  fhame  be  it  fpoken,  are  ignorant  of  the 
circumftance.  The  immenfe  profit  made  by 
this  trade  is  well  known  at  the  Cape,  where 
/aaly  is  in  great  abundance :  whence  I  conclude, 
that  if  this  faaly  had  the  qualities  of  the 
jFrench   fagp,  the  nation   I  h^ve  alludpd  tp 

would 
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would  e3tport  It  in  preference  to  China^  iliic# 
it  -would  gain  thereby  ftill  greater  profit* 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the  plant  that 
cured  me  of  my  quinfy  is  equally  efficacious 
in  the  cure  of  wounds ;  at  leafl!  fo  my  Efcnla^ 
pius  aflured  me.  But  he  added^  that,  to  pro^ 
mote  digeftion  in  the  wound,  and  bring  it 
into  a  healing  ftate,  a  certain  quality  of  fome 
kind  of  fat  muft  be  added  to  the  catjqpdafm,  la 
prder  to  give  it  a  degree  of  unduoufaeiky 
without  which  it  would  be  of  no  ayaiU 

Is  it  not  inconceivably  ftrange,  that,  among 
the  countlefs  multitude  of  plants  which  cover 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  fo  fmall  a  number 
ihould  be  known?  And  that  in  the  moft  com- 
plete and  amply  furnifhed  Ixrtanic  garden 
fcarcely  three  hundred  and  fifty  are  to  be  found, 
that  afford  food  or  medicine,  cither  to  man,  or 
the  animals  he  has  domefticated?  But  what 
ought  ftill  more  to  aftonilh  .us  is,  that  among 
this  fmall  number,  if  there  be  any  of  real  itn- 
portance  to  us,  we  have  been  almoft  always 
indebted  to  favages,  or  even  tp  the  beafts,  foy 
their  difcovery. 

My  diforder  and  conyalefrace  had  continu- 
ed twenty^  days.  During  this  time,  fl[iy  peopfc^ 

Slaving 
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iiaviiig  never  gcmt  out  of  fight  of  my  tent, 
mnd  confequently  having  killed  no  game,  had 
been  reduced  to  live  on  my  fheep.  One  only 
was  left  of  my  whole  flock  j  fo  that  I  found 
myfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  procuring  a  new 
ftock. 

Fortunately,  two  or  three  leagues  from  my 
camp,  and  alfo  near  the  tivtt  Kauffi,  was  a 
horde  that  I  had  vifited  the  year  before,  capa« 
ble  of  ftkmifliing  me  with  the  fheep  I  wanted* 
Being  perfedly  recovered,  1  could  eafily  reach 
it  in  a  few  hours ;  and  accordingly  I  repaired 
thither,  after  having  rewarded,  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power,  the  Nimiqua  to  whom  I  was  in-  , 
debted  for  my  life* 

The  chief  came  to  meet  me.  On  hisbl'eaft 
hung  a  gorget,  and  under  his  krofs  he  had  a 
brafs^headed  cane,  the  end  of  which  only  was 
Vifible.  By  thcfe  badges  of  flavery  and  autho-. 
rity,  which  announced  a  Hottentot  captain  in- 
ftalled  by  the  Government,  I  vifibly  perceived 
that  I  was  entering  the  colony  :  but,  by  the 
humble  and  fubmiflive  air  of  the  man,  I  faw 
ftillmore  clearly,  that  he  was  a  being  accuftom-* 
ed  to  cringe  and  obey.  The  tone  of  fupplication 
he  aflumed  on  accofting  me  led  me  to  fuppofe 

o  at 
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at  onee,  that  he  came  to  complain  either  of 
hi?  fubjeds  or  of  his  neighbours,     I  was  miC* 
taken  in  one  poitn  onlj;     He  complained  of 
both. 

The  planters  againft  whom  he  brought  ac- 
culations  were  Van  der  Weft^iuyfen,  the  father 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  with  whom  I  had  lodged  on 
my  journey,  and  Engelbrecht,  his  brother-in- 
law.  The  cattle-keepers  of  the  horde  had 
negligently  fuffqred  fome  of  their  beafts  to  ef- 
cape;  and  thefe  beafts  having  rambled  into 
the  territories  of  Van  dcr  Wefthuyfen,  he  and 
his  daughter,  of  whom  I  have  fpoken  elfe-^ 
where,  had  fliot  at  and  killed  them. 

In  this  violent  and  unjuft  proceeding,  I  per- 
fbdlly  recognifed  the  fpirit  of  the  planters : 
though,  in  this  inftance,  it  muft  be  confefled/ 
the  keepers  had  been  guilty  of  the  firft  fault.' 
Nafasp,  which  was  the  name  of  the  imbecile 
chief,  taking  upon  himfelf  to  reprove  the 
keepers,  they  had  fnatched  from  him,  in  their 
rage,  his  ftaff  of  authority,  and,  feverely  beating 
him,  had  broken  it  about  his  (houlders.  Such 
is  the  refpect  which  the  hordes  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Dutch  government  pay  to  the 
captains  that  are  appointed  to  rule  over  them. 

Poor 
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^ooT  Nafeep  drew  from  beneath  his  krofs  the 
cane  that  had  been  given  him  for  another  pur- 
pofe,  and  I  found  that  half  of  it  only  was  left. 

A  moment  after,  the  people  of  the  horde 
came  in  their  turn  to  complain  of  him.  He 
then  accufed  them  all  without  exception  j  and 
a  terrible  uproar  inftantly  began.  Amidft 
this  confufion  of  charges,  it  was  impoflible  to 
underftand  a  word  that  was  faid.  AIM  could 
infer  was,  that  every  body  was  to  blame.  But 
what  was  I  to  do  ?  I  was  no  longer  in  a  free 
country ;  and  wherever  a  fovereign  author 
rity  fubfifts,  its  laws,  good  or  bad,  ought  ta 
be  refpeded.  Complaints  were  addrefled  to 
jne  on  all  hands ;  yet,  in  my  fitudtion,  I  could 
liften  to  them  only,  in  order  to  report  them  to 
the  government.  In  vain  did  they  teflify 
their  refped  for  me ;  having  nothing  but  ad* 
vice  to  give,  what  fruits  could  I  expeft.from 
my  interference  ? 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  happinefs  of  a  people 
tends  to  render  them  more  mild  and  fecial  in 
their  manners,  it  is  equally  true,  that  oppreflion 
muft  four  the  temper,  and  from  human  beings 
change  them  into  beafts.  The  difcord  and  en- 
mity that  prevailed  among  thefe  unhappy  fava- 
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ges  appeared  to  me  perfedly  excufable,  Perfe- 
cuted  by  the  neighbouring  planters,  who,  hav^ 
ing  fire-arms,  made  an  ill  ufe  of  them  agaiaft 
the  natives  ;  wretched,  and  plundered  befides ; 
how  could  they  avoid  being  irritated  by  fuch 
multiplied  infultd  and  adls  o£  injuftice?  In 
their  ragei  they  laid  t;he  blame  upon  their  chiefi 
who  was  innocent ;  quarrelled  among  them- 
felves;  and  became  fo  many  madmen  to^ 
wards  each  other. 

The  people  of  the  hdrde  did  not  merely 
complain  of  their  cattle  having  been  killed  or 
ftolen  J  they  had  been  rdbbed  alfo  of  part  ci 
their  territory  by  force.  The  vaft  domain  oc- 
cupied by  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family^ 
as  well  as  that  ort  which  hia  brother-in-law 
Engelbrecht  had  fettled,  were  ufurped  property 
from  which  thefe  planters  had  driven  away 
the  horde ;  and,  not  yet  fati3fied,  they  were 
daily  endeavouring  to  feize  on  what  remained, 
particularly  the  Fountain  of  Lilies,  near  which 
Was  their  kraal. 

With   this  view,    they  harafled    and  tor-* 
mented   them   inceflantly:  hoping   that,   by  - 
dint  of  perfecution,  they  fliould  weary  them 
out,  and  fo  compel  them  to  remove  and  fet- 
tled 
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tie  in  fome  other  place.  Thus,  after  a  thou- 
fand  vexations,  and  after  lofing  part  of  their 
cattle,  thefe  poor  favages  faw  themfelves  on 
the  point  of  bting  driven  from  the  land  in 
which  they  had  been  born,  and  reduced  to 
feek  a  diftant  afylum,  where  they  might  re- 
main unknown  to  the  whites,  whom  they 
had  fo  many  reafons  to  execrate. 

My  heart  bled  at  the  relation  of  fuch  atro- 
cities:  but  ftill  what  could  I  do?  The  horde 
requefted  me  to  wait  upon  the  two  ufurp- 
ing  families,  and  talk  to  them  upon  the  fub- 
je6t.  This  I  readily  promifed  ;  though  I  was 
certain  beforehand  it  would  anfwer  no  pur- 
pofe. 

And  here  it  will  probably  be  afked.  Why 
did  not  Nafeep  addrefs  himfelf  diredly  to  the 
Government,  to  obtain  juftice  and  reftitution  ? 
I  put  to  him  the  very  fame  queftion  :  and  the 
anfwer  he  gave  was  fuch  as  I  expeded,  and 
which  proved,  that,  if  Adminiftration  have 
promulgated  laws  in  favour  of  the  favages,  it 
has  not  yet  taken  the  neceflary  means  to  cn- 
fure  their  execution. 

'Suppofing  the  people  of  a  horde  defirous  of 
making 'a  complaint,  and  not  deterred  by  the 

Vol.111.  Ff  ^  dif- 
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diftance  and  the  diflScuIty  of  a  long  jonrdey, 
what  hope  could  they  have,  on  their  arrival  at 
the  Cape,  of  their  charges  reaching  a  Govern- 
ment furrounded  entirely  with  whites,  almoft 
all  of  whom,  living  on  abufes  and  interefted  in 
deceiving  it,  would  intercept  the  truth  in  its 
way,  or  tranfmit  it  completely  changed  and 
disfigured  ? 

Befides,  from  another  kind  of  opprcflion 
Hill  more  odious,  it  is  almoft  impofliblc  for 
the  unhappy  fuppliants  to  reach  the  town. 
The  planters,  having  all  at  common  intereft, 
fupport  one  another.  Whatever  injuftice  one 
of  them  may  have  committed,  he  is  fure  of 
being  abetted  by  the  reft.  The  deputies  from 
the  horde,  feat  to  complain  of  him,  would  be 
obftruded  at  every  ftep.  They  would  be 
purfued  from  plantation  to  plantation  j  fnares 
would  be  laid  for  them ;  and,  if  they  did  not 
jreturn,  they  would  run  the  hazard  of  being 
totally  exterminated. 

This  Nafeep  and  his  people  had  adually  ex- 
perienced, when  they  fent  to  demand  jufticc 
againft  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  on  his  firft  ufurpa- 
tion.  Could  I  hope  then,  after  this  fatal  trial, 
they  would  venture  to  go  with  a  fecond  com-r 
3  plaint; 
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plaint;  or  that  the, two  families,  emboldened 
by  the  fuccefs  of  their  iniquity,  would  defift  in 
confequence  of  my  remonftrances  ? 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  I  could  do  no- 
thing but  endeavour  to  confole  the  horde:  that 
is,  exhort  it  to  take  patience,  and  repeat  all 
thofe  common-place  topics  of  prudence  and  re- 
lignation,  of  which  he  who  hears  them  thinks  as 
little  as  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  uttered. 

To  infert  in  my  travels  the  principal  parti- 
culars ofthis  affair,  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty ; 
and  my  reafons  for  doing  fo  will  doubtlefe 
be  refpeded.  My  fecond  journey  will  reach 
Holland,  as  my  firft  has  done.  Like  the  fir  ft, 
it  will  probably  be  read  by  fome  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  company ;  and  perhaps  meafures 
will  be  taken  to  remove  abufes  with  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted,  and  which  moft  af- 
furedly  they  have  no  dcfire  to  countenance. 

When  I  arrived  at  Amfterdam,  on  my 
return  to  Europe,  happening;  to  mention  to 
one  of  them  that  fmall  money  was  wanting 
at  the  Cape,  and  that  the  internal  trade  of  the 
colony  was  injured  by  this  want,  thediredory 
ordered,  in  confequence,  a  coinage,  as  I  have 
faid  clfewhcre,  of  different  fmall  filver  pieces, 
Ff  2  to 
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to  the  ai^ount  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres ;  and  fo  fpeedily  was  the  bufinefs 
executed^  that  the  money  was  adiually  fent 
away  before  1  even  knew  that  it  was  in  the 
mint.  And  I  have  no  doubt,  when  informed 
of  the  fpecies  of  injuftice  l  have  juft  unfolded, 
they  will  be  eager  to  repair  and  prevent  it  by 
fage  and  wholefome  laws,  and  will  commend 
the  difinterefted  zeal  of  a  traveller,  who,  while 
he  publifhes  good  adions  without  flattery, 
ventures  at  the  fame  time  to  denounce  bad 
ones  without  malice. 

Notwithftanding  the  lofles  of  the  horde,  it 
ftill  pofleffed  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle. 
Nafeep  entreated  me  even  to  accept,  as  a  pre- 
.fent,  two  oxen,  four  flieep,  and  a  fat  cow.  The 
oxen  I  refufcd ;  but  I  received  the  cow  and 
fKeep,  intending  them  for  our  evening  repaft. 
My  defire  was  to  make  a  feaft,  flattering  my- 
felf  that  mirth  would  foften  down  afperities, 
and  difpel  the  animoiity  that  prevailed  among 
the  horde* 

I  was  not  miftaken.  Scarcely  w^re  the 
animals  flaughtered  when  ^he  dances  com- 
menced. They  continued  the  whole  night, 
and  the  quarfek  of  the  day  were  buried  in 

4  oblivion. 
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oblivion.  The  next  morning,  a  general  re- 
conciliation took  place,  in  which  evzn  Nafecp 
was  included.  It  is  tme,  he  had  himfelf  made 
fome  advances  :  among  the  prefents  I  made 
hirti  was  a  roll  of  tobacco,  which,  the  moment 
he  received  it,  he  diftributed  in  equal  portions 
among  his  people  ;  and  this  unexpedled  libe* 
rality  had  gained  him  every  heart. 

Before  I  departed,  I  purchafed  what  fheep  I 

^  wanted ;  and  then,  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the 

promife  I  had  made  of  fpeaking  to  the  two 

ufurping  families,  I  repaired  to  Engelbrecht's. 

He  appeared  to  fee  me  again  with  pleafure, 
and  received  me  with  the  utmoft  civility  :  but, 
before  I  returned  his  complaifance,  I  (hough\ 
it  right  to  inform  him  of  the  motive  of  my 
vifit,  and  acquaint  him  how  much  I  was  inter- 
efted  in  behalf  of  the  favages.  He  exculpated 
himfelf,  by  obfcrving  to  me,  that  it  was  not 
him  they  accufed  of  having  killed  their  oxen, 
but'Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family ;  and 
as  to  the  domain  he  poflefled,  if  it  were  ufurp- 
cd,  he  was  in  this  refpedl  alfo  equally  blame- 
lefs,  (ince  he  had  it  of  his  brother-in-law,  by 
whom  it  had  been  ceded  to  hi^n. 

After  fuch  excufes,  I  faw  that  no  fatisfaftion 
F  f3  or 
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pr  reconciliation  was  to  be  expefted.  Of 
(courfe  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  make  any 
ftay  with  him  ;  and  I  continued  my  journey. 
But,  when  my  waggon  fet  off,  he  perceived 
what  wretched' Qbje<a:8  were  my  two  thill  oxen, 
^nd  he  oflfered  me  my  choice  of  two  others  out 
of  all  he  had,  if  I  would  give  him  in  exchange 
one  of  my  horfes. 

My  oxen,  it  is  true,  were  good  for  nothing, 
^nd  had  been  on  the  point  a  hundred  times  of 
overturning  my  waggon  and  breaking  it  tp 
pieces.  Yet  the  bargain  propofed  was  greatly 
to  my  difadvantage :  for  though  I  no  longer 
wanted  both  my  horfes,  as  I  ftiould  foon  reach 
the  Cape,  either  of  them  w^s  of  much  more, 
worth  than  any  two  oxen.  They  were  very 
lean,  indeed,  owing  to  the  great  fatigue  of  the 
journey  j  but  no  other  fault  could  be  found 
with  them,  for  they  were  in  perfect  health, 
found  in  their  feet,  and  h?id  their  hoofs  top  in 
good  condition. 

This  expreffion,  of  the  hoofs  being  in  good 
condition,  will  furprife  the  greater  par!:  of  ipy 
readers,  ^nd  requires  an  explanation. 

Jt  muft  be  known  then,  that  horfes  jure  nev?r 
fl]p4  ^ith^X  at  the  Cap?  or  in  ftny"  part  pf  th^ 
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colony.  Their  hoofs  are  fo  hard,  that,  what^ 
ever  road  they  travel,  they  are  always  bare. 
Thus,  though  the  country  is  not  without  far- 
riers, their  only  employment  is  to  cure  horfes 
that  are  fick  or  hurt,  or  to  fit  them  for  car- 
riages. 

Is  this  property  in  the' hoof,  of  bdng  abfo- 
lutely  indeftrudtiblfe^  owing  to  the  food  of  the 
animal  i  I  think  not.  Horfes  are  fed  at  the 
Cape^  as  in  certain  countries  of  Europe,  on 
barley,  ftraw,  or  green  forage  :  the  only  dif- 
ference is,  they  eat  no  oats  ;  for  oats  do  not 
thrive  in  Africa,  and  therefore  are  not  culti- 
vated. 

Docs  it  dqpend  on  the  climate  ?  Or  is  it  com- 
mon to  the  Arabian  horfes,  from  which  thofe 
of  the  Cape  are  defcended  ?  I  dare  not  anfwer 
cither  of  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirmative.- 
But  this  at  leaft  I  can  aflert,  that  mine,  after 
travelling  fifteen  months,  over  rocks  and  flints, 
in  execrable  roads,  and  after  violent  hunts,  re- 
turned with  their  hoofs  as  found  ^nd  whole  as 
the  day  they  quitted  the  Cape. 

My  want  of  thill  oxen,  however,  made  n»e 

confent  to  the  bargain  ;  and  with  thefe  I  took 

;the  way  to  the  refidence  of  Van  der  Weftr- 

F  f  4  .        huyfen  j 
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huyfea;  though  I  expeded  with  this  old  mai>, 
governed  as  he  was  by  his  wife,  no  better  fuc- 
cefs  than  I  had  found  with  his  brother-in-law. 
His  houfe  was  at  the  diftance  only  of  two 
leagues  and  a  half;  but  I  had  fcarcely  advanced 
four  hundred  paces,  when,  going  down  a  de- 
fcent,  one  of  my  ndw  oxen,  overpowered  by 
the  weight  of  the  waggon,  fell  down. 

I  had  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  this  acci- 
dent :  it  had  many  times  happened,  and  was 
what  every  perfon  muft  expedt  who  travels 
in  countries  where  there  are  no  roads.  On 
thefe  occafions  it  is  ufual  for  the  drivers  to 
ftop  the  fore-wheel,  to  prevent  the  animal  from 
being  crufhcd  by  it :  but  here  they  had  not 
time  J  accordingly  it  went  over  the  ox,  and 
broke  his  thigh.  ^ 

This  misfortune  being  without  remedy,  I 
ordered  the  animal  to  be  unyoked,  and,  leaving 
him  on  the  fpot,  had  one  of  my  old  ones  fub- 
ftituted  in  his  place.  The  other,  however, 
miffing  his  comrade,  and  feeing  a  (Iranger  at 
his  fide,  refufed  to  draw  with  him.  All  pof- 
fible  means  were  tried  to  overcome  his  repug- 
nance, but  to  no  purpofe.  After  confiderable 
trouble  and  much  lofs  of  time,  we  were  forced 

tQ 
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to  unyoke  him  alfo,  and  proceed  as  before  with 
my  two  oM  oxen. 

I  had  thus  from  my  barter,  one  ufelefs  ox 
the  more,  and  a  horfe  the  lefs. 

The  Hottentot  cattle-dealers  who  accom- 
panied me  were  the  only  people  who  had  rea- 
fon  to  rejoice  at  the  adventure.  The  forfakea 
ox  was  to  them  a  very  good  windfall.  Ac- 
cordingly they  remained  behind  to^  cut  hini 
up,  and  perhaps  in  their  hearts  they  would 
not  have  been  forry  if  I  had  oftener  fupplied 
their  table  in  a  finjilar  manner.      ^ 

I  was  arrived  within  an  hour^s  march  of 
my  journey's  end  when  I  perceived,  in  a  val- 
ley, a  Hottentot  hut,  {landing  by  itfelf,  and  a 
herd  feeding  near  it.  On  approaching  the  hut, 
I  found  toj^my  furprife  a  tall  and  handfomc 
darrifel.  I  had  feen  and  have  fpoken  of  her 
before  :  it  was  the  daughter  of  Van  der  Weft-^ 
huyfen  ;  that  daughter  who,  for  feveral  days 
together,  had  held  out  with  the  ftouteft  of  the 
drinker?,  caroufing  upon  the  brandy  01  Pinat 
as  heroically  as  the  beft  of  them. 

Indefatigable  in  the  chace,  fhe  could  hiint 
down  on  horfeback  the  largeft  antelope.  If 
the  Pcflimen   appeared,   fhe  would  take  her 
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gun,  purfue  them  without  fear,  and  fire  at  theflt 
wherever  fhe  found  them.  If  fhe  conceived  her- 
felf  aggrieved  by  any  neighbouring  horde,  fhe 
would  treat  it  like  the  Bolhmen.  Accordingly, 
fixe  was  dreaded  by  all  the  favages  around. 

At  prefent  this  undaunted  heroine  lived  in 
the  folitary  hut  in  the  valley,  where  fhe  kept 
the  flocks  and  herds  of  her  father,  having  no 
other  furniture  than  a  mat  and  her  ^un.  I 
readily  knew  her,  but  was  not  fo  cafily  recog^ 
ni^ed  in  my  turn,  as  my  beard,  fmce  laft  wc 
xnet,  had  acquired  fourteen  months  growth. 

^ter  fpending  a  few  minutes  in  her  hut, 
I  left  her,  and  proceeded  to  her  father's,  where 
I  was  received  with  every  demonftration  of 
friendfhip.  Seeing  by  my  pale  and  languid 
countenance  that  I  had  been  ill,  they  civilly 
invited  me  to  fpend  fome  time  with  them.  I 
accepted  the  invitation  with  the  more  pleafure, 
as,  fince  my  illnefs,  I  had  confined  myfelf  to  a 
milk  diet,  and  the  udders  of  mofl  of  my  cows 
being  dried  up,  I  had  lately  had  but  a  fcanty 
fupply. 

I  now  faw  bread  again  for  the  firfl  time. 
A  year  had  elapfed  fince  I  tafted  any^  which! 
was  during  my  former  refidence  with  the  fame 

feioily. 
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family.  What  was  now^given  me  I  dipped 
with  delight  in  my  beverage  of  milk,  as  frefli 
as  it  was  pure;  and  this  fimple  and  frugal  meal 
was  mpre  exquifite  to  my  tafte  than  the  richefl: 
viands, 

Klaas  Bafter  was  well  received  by  his  family, 
and  even  by  his  ftep-mother  j  and  the  recep- 
tion afforded  him  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  gave 
him  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  reconciliation  I 
bad  effedted  for  him  would  continue  after  my 
departure,  and  probably  be  lafting. 

Advanced  thus  far  on  my  returii,  every 
thing  co-operated  to  efface  the  remembrance  of 
my  fatigues,  and  the  obftacles  that  had  fo  often 
thwarted  my  defigns.  The  fields,  formerly  fo 
barren  and  lifelefs,  were  covered  with  verdure 
and  enamelled  with  flowers.  My  eyes  feafled 
with  rapture  on  the  fruitful  and  re-vivified  land. 
Perfectly  fecure  about  my  cattle,  whatever  road 
I  might  choof^,  I  refolved  to  change  my  for- 
mer one,  and  return  to  the  Cape  by  a  diflferent 
yraj  from  that  I  had  come. 

Befide  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  traverfing 
a  new  country,  I  had  alfo  the  hope  of  finding 
fomething  to  add  to  my  colledtions. 

J  turned  off,  therefore,  to  the  fputh-weft  ; 

and 
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and  after  travelling  fourteen  leagues,  which 
was  the  bufinefs  of  three  days,  I  arrived  at  the 
Groene-'Rivier  (Green- River).  But  how  much 
did  I  ftili  deceive  myfelf  by  the  dreams  of  toy 
imagination  ! 

The  firft  obje<fi  I  noticed  on  my  arrival  was 
the  dung  of  an  elephant,  yet  warm.  This  in- 
dicated that  fome  of  thefe  animals  were  near, 
I  took  Swanepoel  with  me,  and,  without  lofing  . 
time,  fet  off  to  trace  them,  while  my  camp  was 
ereding.  To  fee  me  depart  attended  only  by 
a  fingle  man,  it  feemed  as  if  I  were  going  to 
kill  a  hare  or  a  rabbit.  Formerly  I  (hould  not 
in  this  manner  have  ventured  at  fuch  fport ; 
but  infenfibly  we  become  hardy,  fo  that  the 
greateft  dangers  appear  no  more  than  com- 
mon occurrences. 

We  had  not  proceeded  three  hundred  paces  . 
before  we  perceived  five  elephants  ftandiug  in 
the  midft  of  the  trees  that  fkirted  the  river. 
Each  of  us  fingled  out  his  objed,  each  brought 
down  his  beaft,  and  the  other  three  fled.  At 
the  report  my  hunters  haftened  to  us  ;  and 
when  arrived,  my  old  Swanepoel,  hitherto 
confidered  by  them  as  an  honeft  fellow,  fit 
only  to  take  care  of  my  chickens,  tauntingly 

pointed- 
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pointed  at  the  eIq)haot  he  had  killed,  and 
alked  if  they  could  mend  the  fliot. 

The  animals  were  both  males,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  height  and  bulk,  meafuring  about  ten 
feet  each  [ten  feet  eight  inches  Engliih]* 
This  is  the  ufual  fize  of  elephants  in  Africa^ 
1/vhere  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  any  that 
reach  to  eleven  or  twelve  feet.  They  were^ 
however,  not  of  the  fame  age,  and  confe- 
qucntly  their  tufks  were  very  unequal ;  thofe 
of  one  weighing  fcventy  or  eighty  pounds, 
while  thofe  of  the  other  did  not  exceed  five- 
and-thirty  or  forty. 

What  convinced  me  ftill  more  of  the  di& 
ference  of  their  ages  was,  that  the  heavier 
tulks  were  nearly  folid  throughout,  while 
the  ethers  were  hollow  two-thirds  of  their 
length  :  the  elder,  too,  had  his  grinding  teeth 
much  worn,  >Khile  the  grinding  teeth  of  the 
other  were,  in  good  prefervation  and  entire. 
The  ivory  of  old  elephants,  being  more  com- 
pa6t  and  heavy,  is  more  valuable  and  fetches 
a  higher  price :  from  its  dcnfity  it  takes  alfo 
a  finer  polifli,  appears  whiter,  and  is  lefs  liable 
to  .grow  yellow. 

The  Green- River  was  covered  with  aquatic 

fowls 
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fowls  of  all  kinds,  particularly  pelicans,  flamin- 
goes, and  wild  geefe.  I  alfo  met  with  the  night- 
heron,  the  crefted  purple  heron,  the  common 
beron,  and  the  black  flork,  all  exactly  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  Europe. 

The  dead  elephants  procured  me  feveral 
birds  of  prey.  I  conftruded  within  fhot  of 
their  carcafes  a  little  arbour,  in  which  I  con- 
cealed myfelf  to  lie  in  wait  for  fuch  birds  as 
fliould  come  to  feed  on  them.  From  morning 
till  night  they  alighted  by  hundreds,  and  I 
killed  fuch  as  appeared  to  me  to  deferve  the 
preference. 

During  my  refidence  at  Green-River,  I 
changed  my  encampment  feveral  times,  and 
thus  travelled  over  a  fpace  of  eight  or  ten 
leagues  on  its  banks.  At  length  I  quitted 
them,  and  gained  thofe  of  the  Swarte-Doorn 
(Black-Thorn),  at  the  very  place  where  I  met 
Pinar  for  the  firft  time.  I  fpent  the  night 
there,  and  the  next  day  bent  my  courfe  to- 
wards the  mountains  to  the  fouth.  The  road 
was  terrible  for  my  waggons.  After  a  la- 
borious march  of  fix  hours,  we  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  a  chain  of  arid  mountains,  the 
bare  and  rufty  rocks  of  whicb^  pidurefquely 
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heaped  on  one  another,  exhibited  a  iingular 
and  fantaftic  fpeftaclef  but  none  could  be 
better  calculated  for  a  retreat  to  the  Boflimen; 
On  feeing  them,  I  whifpered  to  myfelf  that  I 
ought  to  be  on  my  guard  :  yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  miftruft,  I  was  taken  unawares* 

My  people  were  bufy  in  pitching  my  camp. 
I  in  the  mean  time  having  perceived  fome 
wood-peckers  of  a  fcarce  fpecies,  which  I 
have  named  the  rock  wood-pecker,  followed 
them,  and  found  myfelf  infenfibly  on  one  of 
the  cliffs,  from  which  I  overlooked  my  camp. 

Suddenly  I  heard  three  difcharges  of  my 
large  carbine  as  fignals  of  alarm.  Looking 
about  me,  I  faw,  on  the  one  hand,  my  people 
running  in  diforder,  and,  on  the  other,  a  party 
of  BoQimen,  who  had  feized  my  oxen,  and 
were  driving  them  into  a  defile,  where  they 
would  foon  be  out  of  fight. 

I  defcended  the  mountains  with  precipi- 
tancy, and,  when  I  arrived  at  its  foot,  I  found 
Klaas  galloping  to  inform  me  of  my  misfor- 
tune. He  gave  me  his  borfev  I  mounted 
it,  and  rode  full  fpeed  toward  the  defile ;  but  I 
•  bad  fcarcely  advanced  fifty  paces,  when  my 
horfe  ilumbled  in  a  porcupine's  hole,  and 
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Arew  me  on  my  fide.  My  fall  was  fo  fevei'e^ 
that,  when  I  rofe,  I  could  not  ufe  my  left  arm^ 
and  1  imagined  my  flioulder  to  be  diflocated. 
Klaas  came  to  me  :  I  ordered  him  to  remount 
the  horfe,  while  I  returned  to  the  camp  on 
foot,  unable  to  lake  any  part  in  this  advenjure^ 
and  leaving  my  people  to  terminate  it  in  the 
beft  way  they  could.  It  was  night  before 
they  returned,  when  I  learned,  with  forrow, 
that  two  of  the  Bofhmen  had  been .  killed* 
All  my  oxen,  however,  were  brought  back 
except  three ;  and  thefe  were  not  mifled  till 
we  were  about  to  depart  the  next  day. 

That  the  robbers  might  not  make  another 
attempt,  I  departed  at  day-break  j  and  by  a 
march  of  fix  or  fevcn  hours,  in  the  fame 
diredion  as  the  day  before,  I  arrived  at  a 
place  where  I  was  met  by  fome  Hottentots  of 
the  horde  of  Klaas  Bafter,  who  knew  me. 
They  informed  us,  that  his  horde  had  quitted 
the  mountains  of  Namero,  and  had  fettled 
live  leagues  from  the  fpot  where  I  was. 

Bafter  being  ftiU  with  me,  I  conceived  my-* 
fdf  bound  in  gratitude,  after  the  important 
fervices  I  had  received  at  his  hands,  to  re- 
ftore  him,  in  perfon,  to  the  arms  of  his  wife, 

his 
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iii8  chfldren,  and  his  friend^;  1  repaited, 
therefore,  to  the  horde.  His  rfetUrn  oceafiori- 
.fed  inexpreffible  joy  j  which  was  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  they  fuppofed  Us  td  be  deadj  and 
had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  us  more.  It  was 
in  confequencc  of  thid  perfuafidn,  that  they 
had  thought  proper  tO  remore  and  fettle  in 
another  pla^e. 

'  The  people  of  the  horjdd  tbld  me  another 
piece  of  news,  which-  gave  me  ftill  greater 
pleafure  than  the  former:  it  was,  that  the 
worthy  Schocnmaker  had  allfa  quitted  the 
mountains^  and  eftablifhed  hift  camp  in  the 
fteighbcurhpddi  Eager  to  fee  thi^  honeft  be* 
ing,  for  whom  I  had  fd  great  an  efteem,  atid 
to  whom  I  dwed  fo  many  obligations,  I  in- 
ftantly  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  embraced  hint 
^ith  the  tfert dereft  dfTeCtioni 

The  ferviccs  whieh  he  had  exerted  himfelf 
to  tender  me  wfere  alive  in  my  memory  and 
my  hearty  and  I  wanted  ilo  new  motive  to  iil- 
tereft  me  in  hi^  behalf*  But  I  confeft  I  Could 
ndt  behold  him  fuhrdunded  with  his  wives  and 
children^  like  a  good  father  and  kind  hufband, 
without  feelitlg  tiiyfelf  ftill  more  inclined  to 
ferve  hini  to  the  iitmoft  of  my  power. 

I  acquainted^  him  with  thct  defiga  I  had 
Vol.  111.  G  g  formed 
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formed  of  foliciting  hb  pardon,  and  of  ob- 
taining from  the  Government  leave  for  him  to 
.  return  to  the  colony.  He  thanked  me  with 
emotion  for  the  kindnefs  of  my  intentions : 
but,  though  he  had  great  conBdtace  in  the 
fricndihip  with  which  Colonel  Grordon  ho- 
noured him,  and  (Ull  greater  in  the  zeal  I  dis- 
played for  his  welfare,  he  had  little  hope  of 
my  fuccefs ;  no  inftance,  he  faid,  of  ftich 
pardon  having  ever  bee»  known. 

I  encouraged  him  a$  much  as  I  cc(uld,byaf- 
furing  him  of  the  warmth  with  which  I  would 
Iblicit  the  favour.  Indeed,  that  with  which  he 
inlpired  me  at  the  moment  was  fo' great,  that^ 
not,  doubting  of  fuccefs,  I  protefted  hefhould 
foon  hear  froni  me,  and  requefted  him  to  be 
in  readinefs  to  fet  off  at  the  eaiKeft  notice. 

He  liftened  to  my  confolatory  promifes  with 
tears.  But  the  fear  of  their  failure  was  predo- 
minant; and  his  imagination,  fo  long  tortured 
with  continual  anxiety,  depided  to  him  a  thou- 
fend  chimeras,  which  he  dared  not  combat  him- 
felf,  and  which  I  had  great  difficulty  to  deftroy. 

To  diffipate  thefe  gloomy  ideas,  and  revive 
his  fjpirits,  I  turned  his  mind  to  another  d>- 
jed.  I  fpoke  to  him  of  his  little  hermitage 
near  die  Orange,  related  my  adventure  with 

the 
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the  travellers  I  had  met,  and  told^  him  how  I 
had  taken  upon  myfelf  to  difpofe  of  the  place, 
llnd  beftow  it  on  an  unfortunate  family ;  not 
doubting,  from  the  teftimonies  he  had  given  me 
€f  his  friendfhipy  but  he  would  confirm  a  gift 
made  without  his  confent. — As  I  had  fuppofed, 
lie  af^oved  it  without  the  fmalleft  Hefitati6o. 

**  When  I  arrived  In  thefe  deferts/'  faid  he, 
**  I  was  without  fhelter,  and  without  refource, 
"  like  thofe  on  whom  you  have  beftowed  your 
*•  prote<aion.  My  own  misfortunes  fcave  ren- 
•*  dered  me  fenfible  to  thofe  of  others.  I  congra« 
"  tulate  myfelf  on  the  good  ufe  you  have  made 
**  of  my  little  eftate.  May  it  prove  the  afylum 
**  you  wifli,  and  long  preferve  the  remem- 
"  brance  of  its  founder,  and  of  him  who  has 
"  thus  confecrated  it  by  an  ad  of  benevolence!'' 

Klaas  Bafter  had  accompanied  me  to  Scho« 
enmaker\  Seeing  me  ready  to  refume  my 
journey  towards  the  Cape,  he  requefted  my 
permiflion  to  return  to  his  family ;  and  to  this 
I  the  more  willingly  confented,  as  thencefor^^ 
ward  he  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  me.  Before 
we  parted,  I  made  him  a  prefent  of  fbme  pow- 
der And  fhot,  feme  beads  for  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  my  dogs,  of  which  he  had 
become  particularly  fond  during  our  journey. 
Gg2  As 
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As  there  was  no  route  more  comm  odious  for 
my  waggons  than  that  of  the  Elephants-Ri- 
ver, I  fent  them  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
caravan  before  me,  with  diredions  to  take  the 
fame  road  as  we  had  come,  and  to  wait  for 
me  on  its  banks.  Purpofing  to  traverfc  the 
country,  and  reach  the  river  by  a  different 
way,  I  took  with  me  fix  of  my  Hottentots 
and  a  few  dogs,  and  entered  among  the  moun- 
tains. 

We  carried  nothing  with  us  but  powder 
and  (hot,  refolving  to  ileep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  live  on  the  fruits  of  the  chace. 

The  firft  night,  we  took  up  our  abode  on 
the  ridge  of  the  mountains  where  had  for- 
merly been  (ituated  one  of  the  kraals  of  Klaas 
Bafter.  We  here  fuffered  extremely  from  the 
cold.  Long  accuftomed  as  we  had  been  to 
the  heat  of  the  plain,  the  cool  temperature  of 
thefe  heights  had  the  greater  tStO:  upon  us  j 
and  the  worft  of  our  fituation  was,  we  could 
procure  no  wood  to  make  a  fire.  Fortunately, 
however,  cattle  having  a  locg  time  been  kei)t  in 
the  fpot,  we  found  an  abundance  of  their  dried 
dung  J  and  the  gentle  warmth  afforded  by  this 
fort  of  fuel  mitigated  the  rigour  of  the  cold. 

Another  misfortune  was,  that,  carrying  no 
6  provifion^ 
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provinony  we  had  nothing  to  eat ;  and  game' 
in  thefe  Qiountains  was  extremely  fcarce.  In 
three  days  we  had  been  able  to  ki}!  only  a  tingle . 
kainti  antelope,  which  was  a  poor  fupply  for 
feven  perfons.  At  length  our  neceffity  was 
fo  great,  that,  oh  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
day,^  being  totally  deftitute  of  food,  it  was  re- 
folved  that  each  of  us  fhould  take  his  own. 
courfe,  and  hunt  for  himfelf. 

KJaas,  from  his  attachment  to  me,  would 
not  leave  me.  We  killed  three  wood-peckers 
and  fix  larks.  My  hunters  might  have  done 
ftill  better,  by  ihooting  at  damans ;  but,  greedy 
ef  larger  game,  they  negledfeed  thefe  to  feek 
for  other  antelopes.  They  all  returned  empty 
handed,  and  were  of  courfe,  from  their  pre- 
ceding fad  and  the  violent  exercife  they  had 
taken,  doubly  hungry. 

I  much  regretted  that  I  could  not  ihare 
with  them  the  produce  of  my  chace.  But,  as 
it  was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  Klaas  and  myfelf, 
how  could  it  have  been  ihared  with  five 
others  ? 

On  this  occafion  I  was  witnei3  to  the  ef« 

feds  which  the  temble  want  called  hunger  is 

papable  of  producing.     I  have  hpard  a  p^e- 

G^  3  bratcd 
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hrated  naturalift^  Rpm^  de  IMc,  wkofe  tt^r 
cent  lofs  we  cannot  but  lament^  £aj  that^  dur- 
ing the  fi^ge  of  Pondicherry  in  iy6i^  h?  had 
l>een  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,  diat  ho 
deemed  it  a  happiaefs  to  purchafe^  for  thcb 
height  in  gold,  an  old  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
which,  out  of  humanity,  he  fli^red  witl^ 
three  officers,  his  friends.  Nothing  was  left 
for  my  Hottentots  but  the  fkin  of  our  antelope* 
Accordingly,  having  no  other  food,  they  fciz- 
ed  upop  this;  »nd,  without  any  preparation^ 
broiled  it  a$  it  was  with  the  hair  o%  and  do? 
Youted  the  whole  of  it. 

The  burning  of  the  hair  diffufed  ^  noifome 
fmell  round  the  fire,  which  turned  me  fick. 
My  hungry  people  themfelves  appeared  dit 
^ftcd  at  it :  yet  I  faw  them  teat  the  naufe* 
ous  leather  to  pieces  with  their  hatids  an^ 
teeth.  In  difFerent  circumftances,  thetliftort- 
cd  features  with  which  their  repugnance  ac- 
companied thcfe  efforts  would  probably  have 
excited  my  laughter;  in  the  prefent,  they 
pierced  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  idea  of  tte 
fearful  extremities  to  which  men  may  be 
driven  by  femine. 

Our  fituation  made  me  regret  th^l;  I  ha4 
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quitted  my  caravan :  for,  if  obliged  to  fire  at 
fmall  birds  for  food,  as  we  had  hitherto  done, 
we  ihould  foon  exhauft  our  ammunition,  and 
thereby  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  perplexity. 
Happily,  however,  getting  farther  to  the  eaft, 
we  perceived,  in  the  plain  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  mountains,  feveral  plantations  belonging 
to  the  colonifts.     This  fight  gladdened  my 
fkin-caters.     We   defcended  the   mountains,  • 
and  repaired  to  the  nigheft  plantation,  where 
we  did  not  arrive  till  it  was  dufk.     As  foon 
as  we  were  perceived,  we  were  taken  for 
Boflimen   or  thieves  coming  to  attack   and 
pillage  the  houfe ;  the  dogs  were  turned  loofe 
upon  US}. and  it  was  well  we  were  not  wel- 
comed with  a  few  fhot.      Fortunateljc  they 
were  ftcpped  and  repulfed  by  my  pack;  and 
the  mafter  himfelf,  running  out  at  the  noife^ 
and  perceiving  me  to  be  an  European,  called 
back  his  people  and  his  dogs,  and  came  to 
meet  me.     He, had  heard  of  ray  expedition  ; 
and,  when  I  told  him  my  name,  he  made 
an  apology,  and  prefled  me  to  enter  his  habi- 
tation.    I  mentioned  our  diftrefs,and  requeft* 
ed  fome  food  for  my  people.     He  generoufly 
complied,  and  gave  us,  indeed,  fo  friendly  a 
G  g  4  reception, 
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reception,  that  I  fpent  the  night 'under  hi^ 
roof. 

At  my  departure  I  was  defirous  of  recom* 
penfihg  his  kindnefs:  but,  not  contented 
with  refufing  every  token  of  acknowledge- 
ment, he  would  give  my  people  a  loaf  and  a 
quarter  of  mutton,  to  ferve  them  on  their 
journey ;  and  as  for  myfelf,  obferving  that  I 
ate  fcarcely  any  thing  but  butter,  he  ordered 
fome  frefli  to  be  made,  and  infifted  on  my  acr 
qcpting  a  pot  of  it. 

I  returned  to  the  mountains,  becaufe,  being 
able  from  their  fummits  to  difcover  the  Ele- 
phants-River, at  which  my  caravan  ought  by 
this  time  to  have  arrived,  I  fhould  the  better 
know  how  to  direft  my  courfe.  Our  march 
continued  ftill  three  days  longer^j  without  af-» 
fording  any  thing  to  intereft  gie,  but  a  night 
fpent  near  a  beautiful  fpring  that  abounded 
with  the  fhrub  on  which  grows  the  fruit  called 
in  that  country  welf^s-gift  (wolf's  poifon). 

Thi§  name  is  derived  from  the  property 
poflefled  by  the  fruit,  when  roafted,  of  poi- 
foning  any  carnivorous  animals  that  may  eat 
of  it.  It  is  prepared  like  coffee,  ground  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  the  powder  is  then 
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(trewed  over  pieces  of  flefh,  which  are  |aid 
for  thefe  animals  in  the  night.     The  bait  i$ 
intended  chiefly  for  the  jackal  and  hyena. 
As  foon  as  it  is  fwallowed,  the  animal  fwells 
prodigioufly,  and  dies  more  or  lefs  fpcedily 
according  to  the  quantity  he  has  taken.     At 
length  we  perceived  fome  large  trees,  which^ 
by  their  winding  pofition,  appeared  to  Ikirt 
fome  river.     Not  doubting  but  it  was  the  Ele- 
phants-River,  we  defcended  the  mountains  to 
reach  its  banks.     The  river,  indeed,  it  was  ; 
but  we  had  roamed  fo  much  farther  than  we 
were  aware,  that,  returning  upon  our  fteps^ 
or  rather  proceeding  down  the  ffream,  it  was 
liot  till  lifter  two  encampments  that  we  reached 
the  place   of  rendezvous,  the  houfe  of  Van 
Zeyl ;  where,  when  we  arrived,  all  my  people 
and  waggons  ^  found  had  beea  waiting  for  mc 
three  days. 

My  caravan  was  confiderably  diminiflied. 
The  Hottentot  cattle-dealers,  after  having 
pafled  the  river,  had  repaired  to  their  refpec- 
tive  hordes,  leaving  only  two  of  their  party 
in  the  camp,  to  wait  for  me,  and  receive  in 
money  or  in  kind  the  value  of  the  tobacco 
they  had  fold  me  at  the  Orange. 

.  Iwifhcd 
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I  wiflied  to  return  it  them  in  kind,  to  fave 
them  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  colony  to  pur- 
chafe  more ;  but,  to  do  this,  I  muft  buy  it  my- 
felf.  Vw  Zeyl  had  none;  but  at  another 
planter's  near,  he  informed  me  I  might  pro- 
cure fomCf  Accordingly  I  went  thither  on 
horfeback,  and  purchafed  the  quantity  I  want-« 
ed)  at  the  exorbitant  price  of  a  Dutch  £:alin 
(fixpence)  a  pound.     Thus  having  difcharged 

.  my  debt  to  my  travelling  companions,  I  re* 
paired  to  Hccr^-logemtnt^  that  grotto  fo  natu- 
rally carpeted  by  the  foliage  of  a  large  tree, 
and  which.  I  have  already  defcribed. 

Every  thing  was  green  in  this  diftrid,  as  in 
thofe  I  had  lately  traverfed,  and  confequently 
very  different  from  what  it  was  at  my  former 
vifit.  But  the  neighbouring  planters,  by  way 
of  hulbanding  the  pafture  on  their  own  eftates, 
had  driven  their  herds  hither ;  and  thefe  herds 

.  were  fo  numerous,  that  the  herbage  was  almoft 
all  eaten  up*  The  keepers  of  the  cattle  even 
aflured  me,  that,  if  I  purfued  the  ordinary 
route  to  the  Cape,  I  fhould  every  where  ex- 
perience the  fame  inconvenience;  and  they 
advifed  me  to  travel  more  to  the  fouth-weft, 
through  Verloore-Valey  (loft-lake),  where,  the 

I  paftu-j 
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pafturage  having  fuffered  lefs  in  this  waji  I 
ihould  neceilkrily  find  a  better  fupply. 

Impatient  sfi  I  was  to  reach  the  Cape,  this 
prcuit^  which  woul4  ^oft  me  feveral  days 
marph»  w;ts  extrcmel^r  againft  my  will:  bitt 
aec^liit^  compelled  me  to  fubmlt  to  it.  la 
two  days  {  anivcd  in  Verloore-Vaky,  which  I 
fouQd  to  be  an  extenfive  lake,  feparated  fron 
the  fea  by  a  narrow  border  of  fandy  downs* 

The  lake  and  its  banks  being  covelred  with 
birds  of  ^very  kind,  I  flattered  myfclf  I  ihould 
find  fome  for  my  colledion  that  would  recom* 
penfe  me  for  the  length  of  the  road.  In  fad^ 
I  faw  there  not  only  all  the  birds  that  I  had 
met  with  on  Green-River,  but  alfo  the  coot 
of  Europe,  diflferent  fpecies  of  grebes,  particu^ 
larly  that  called  by  naturalifts  the  homed  grebe, 
and  a  particular  fpecies  of  penguin. 

This  bird  has  a  creftof  long  narrow  feathers 
povering  its  eyes  and  the  fides  o£  its  head,  and 
-  this  creft  it  can  eredt  and  fewer  at  will.  The 
fame  fpecies  is  found  about  the  ftraits  of  Ma- 
gellan, where  it  was  fecn  by  the  celebrated 
Bougainville,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  hop« 
ping  pengoin.  Buffon  gives  a  fliort  defcrip- 
tipn  pf  it  under  the  fafifH^  name,  and  afterwards 

figures 
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figures  it  In  his  Planches  Enluminees^  under 
that  of  the  creftcd  penguin  of  Siberia. 

In  the  fame  lake  I  found  a  great  number  of 
penguins  of  another  fpecies,  the  fame  as  I  fpoke 
of  having  fecn  in  Saldanha  bay.  Thefe  pen- 
guins have  on  their  bodies  an  abundance  of 
fat ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  ne'^hbour- 
iag  planters  might  make  of  this  fat  a  lucrative 
Article  of  trade,  if  they  would  employ  them- 
fblves  in  taking  thefe  birds.  The  profit  would 
]be  the  mcH*e  certain,  as  the  birds  in  queftion 
are  extremely  plenty  on  the  weftem  coaft,  and 
fo  tame  that  they  will  fuflfer  themfelves'  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  without  (lirring,  and 
even  to  be  taken  by  the  hand.  This  fliows 
that,  with  a  little  care  and  addrefs,  means  might 
t>e  found  of  obtaining  them  at  fo  fmall  an  ex-* 
pence,  that  powder  and  ibot  might  be  fpared, 
and  the  bufmefs  be  almofl  entirely  clear  gain. 

My  vifit  to  Verloore^Valey  procured  mo 
great  number  of  aquatic  birds  of  different 
j^ecies,  and  ajnong  thprn  the  purple  gallU 
nule,  which  is  very  abundant  there,  and  ex-i» 
cellent  food.  In  fhort,  tl^e  lake  fwiu-ms  with 
all  the  water- fowls  that  jnay  be  found  difperfed 
Jicre  and  thprc  pygr  the  reft  of  this  part  of  the 

wprjd, 
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world.  It  18  the  only  place  for  an  ornitholb- 
gift  to  fix  his  refidence,  who  would  wifli  in  a 
fhort  time  to  procure  a  complete  colle£tion  of 
the  web-footed  and  fhore  birds  of  Africa.  I 
there  obtained  alfo  a  beautiful  fpecies  of  fmall 
crefted  falcon^  that  feeds  only  on  cfabs  and 
fi(h,  which  it  catches  in  the  fame  way  as  the 
ofprey,  the  bald-buzzard  and  the  kite.  I  fpent 
deven  days  on  the  borders  of  this  lake,  and 
coUedied  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  fpecimens 
of  birds,  large  and  fmall.  At  length  my  hun- 
ters brought  me  more  birds  every  day  than  I 
could  tell  how  to  difpofe  of,  and  I  had  not  the 
pleafure  of  killing  a  finglc  one  myfelf,  fo  fully 
was  I  employed  in  preparing  them. 

Finding  myfelf  fo  near  St.  Helen's  Bay,  I 
refolved  to  vifit  it.  In  confequence,  I  ordered 
my  people  to  proceed  with  my  waggons  to 
Swart-Land,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  houfe  of 
my  friend  Slaber.  Swanepoel  was  entrufted 
with  the  care  of  condu£ling  them  thither,  and, 
havinft  done  this,  was  to  proceed  on  with- 
out delay  to  the  Cape,  to  give  my  friends 
notice  of  my  return,  and  inquire  .whether  any 
letter  had  arrived  for  me  during  my  fifteen 
months  £d)fence.    The  interval  I  was  to  ipend 

at 
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tt  St  U£ko!$t  I  had  never  yet  been  there  i 
*ad  I  flioUld  not  ikave  forgiyen  myfelf^  if,  lioW 
th^t  I  was  fo  near,  I  negloSted  to  &c  i*. 

Epr  tbis  excitffioa  I  took  wkh  me  oolf  tte 
fjime  buoters  as  had  aitteoded  me  in  my  laft. 
WhiJtt  I  ajrrived  ftt  tlietoiy,  I  traverfed  all  its 
windxBgs  from  one  point  to  the  ofhct.  Kolbcnj 
who  t^a$  no  tetter  geographer  than  he  was  a 
liatur^^Uft,  and  who  bad  ieen  no  more  of  St» 
Helenas  Bay  Jthiw  be  bad  of  the  colony,  fkys 
A»t  Berg^Rivicr  difcmbogUies  itfclf  to  the 
north  of  the  hay ;  and  k  is  thus  he  lays  it 
down  in  his  map.  Kdben  is  miftaken  in  this 
fomt,  as  he  is  in  a  thonfand  others.  The 
mouth  of  the  Berg  is  in  the  fouthem  part  of 
6t,  Kekn'a*  The  Bay  itfkdf  too  is  improperly 
placed  in  all  our  iea  charts,  its  latitude  being 
WK>og  by  n^r^  than  fifteen  mkuites* 

This  river,  which  I  afcended  for  a  confider* 
able  wiay,  is  oyfara£ked  by  forefis  of  reeds,  in- 
to which  the  hippopotamuses  retire  and  con« 
4:eal  tfaemfehe&  Government,  feariqg  that 
tJbe£e  an^iUous  animals,  the  fpecies  of  which 
|t.wilh«  to  prc&rve,  might  be  totally  deflroy- 
ed,  has  prohibited  hunting  them,  under  pe- 
suiky  of  a  fine.  This  regulation  would  &are 
'  the 
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the  fate  of  many  otherst  and  in  all  proba- 
bilkjr  be  oo  better  chfkvrtd^  if  local  difficul-- 
ties  did  notenfure  its  execution.  But  the  inx- 
poffibility  of  penetrating  thefe  forefts  of  reeds 
difcoHfigfis  the  hunters,  and  fecures  the  breed 
of  hippopotamufes  more  eflfedually  than  laws,  • 
which  in  general  are  feldom  regarded,  and  the 
rigour  of  which,  at  the  expeoce  of  tweaty 
or  thirty  rixdollars,  may  with  certainty  b« 
averted* 

After  having  vifited  the  Bay  of  St.  Helen's, 
I  proceeded  along  the  iea  fhore  to  that  of  SaU 
danh'a.  Both  abounded  alike  with  fpermaced 
whales.  In  the  fingle  cove  called  Uoetjes-' 
Bay^  I  counted  two-and-thirty  playii^  to- 
gether. It  is  perfeflJy  aftonifliing  that  the 
governors  of  the  Cape  have  never  thought 
of  this  branch  of  commerce^  which  unquef- 
tionably  would  be  very  lucrative ;  but  it 
would  be  neccflary  to  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  colonifts,  merely  referving  certain  du- 
ties on  the  fiihery  for  the  company.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  Dutch  government  will 
fome  day  perceive  the  neceffity  of  attend- 
ing ferioufly  to  the  affairs  of  this  interfiling 
fettlement  They  have  only  to  leave  the  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  at  liberty  to  purfae  their  o^n  fclieffie^ 
without  fettering  thdr  ihduftry,  and  this  part 
of  Africa  would  become  the  mod  ftourlfhing 
on  the  face  of  the  globe^ 

Upon  quitting  Saldanha,  I  proceeded  to- 
wards die  habitaftion  of  my  venerable  friend 
Slaben^  His  worthy,  his  amiable  family^ 
apprifcd  of  my  retttfn  friwn  my  expedition  by 
the  people  with  my  waggons,  and  infontied 
of  my  arrival  by  one  of  my  hunters  whom  I 
fent  on  before,  came  to  meet  me.  I  was  fur- 
prifed  riot  to  fee  my  good  friend  himfelf  with 
his  children.  They  informed  me,  that  fincc 
my  departure  he  had  been  feized  with  a  fe^ 
-were  dyfentery,  and  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
He  had  been  often  anxious  about  me  .during 
my  abfence,  and  had  made  refpeding  me  every 
poffible  enquiry.  He  had  wilhed  to  embrace 
me  once  more  before  he  died ;  and  when  ht 
faw  Swanepoel  and  Kbas  return 'without  me, 
he  was  alarmed.  But  they  had  removed  his 
fears  by  accounting  for  my  delay  j  and  he  ex- 
pected me  with  impatience. 

They  added,  that  he  was  fo  extremely  ema- 
ciated and  fo  much  ahered,  that  I  fhouldfcarccly 
know  him :  and,  as  they  were  apprebenftv* 
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)\\s  fituation  would  make  upon  mc  at  fitft  fight 
fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  that  I  fhould  be  unable 
to  conceal  my  feelings,  they  bcfought  me  to 
reftrain  my  furprife,  and  not  alarm  him  to  no 
purpofe. 

I  entered  hid  chamber,  affeding  a  degree  of 
joy  which  was  certainly  far  from  my  heart.  I 
even  profefled  to  confider  his  difeafe  as  a  flight 
malady  ;  and,  after  juft  mentioning  the  fubjed: 
without  waiting  for  his  reply,  I  turned  the 
converfation  to  the  fine  bull  1  had  procured 
for  him  on  my  journey,  and  which  my  people 
had  no  doubt  already  prefented  to  him* 

His  fufFerings,  however,  had  fo  much  weaned 
hinr  firom  earth  and  all  its  concerns,  that  he 
appeared  to  pay  little  attention  to  my  prefent, 
and  fpokeonly  of  his  api)roaching  diflblution. 
At  the  Gape  the  dyfentery  is  to^  people  of  all 
ages  and  conftitutions  a  dangerous  difeafe  ;  but 
to  thofe  advanced  in  life  it  is  always  fatal;  and 
1  perceived  too  clearly  that  my  beft  friend  was 
dying. 

Swanepoel,  on  his  return  from  the  Cape, 
brought  me  news  of  my  friends,  and  letters 
from  Europe.  Among  others  was  one  from 
my  refpeded  friend  Boers,  which  informed  me 

Vol,  hi.  H  h  of 
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of  his  arrival  in  Holland^  after  aa  agreeable 
paflage.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  fervices  he  had 
rendered  me  during  his  abode  at  the  Cape,  he 
informed  me,  that  he  had  commended  me 
anew  to  all  his  friends,  particularly  to  the  new 
fifcal  Se^rurier,  whofe  leal  and  friendfhip 
towards  me  while  I  remained  in  Africa  ne* 
ver  abated  for  an  inftant.  A 11  my  acquaint- 
ances invited  me  to  haften  to  the  town ;  and 
Colonel  Gordon  and  his  lady  wrote  to  me  to 
that  purpofe,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  in- 
fifting  that  I  (hould  take  up  my  abode  at  their 
houfe. 

Among  my  letters  were  feveral  alfo  from 
my  family  and  friends  in  France ;  and  on«  in 
particular  from  Amfterdam,  which  overturned 
all  my  projed^,  all  the  arrangements  that  I  had 
already  aSually  formed  in  my  head  for  a  third 
journey  into  the  deferts.  It  was  from  Temminck^ 
who  informed  me,  that  one  of  the  company^a 
fhips,  engaged  in  the  flave  trade,  would  foon  fail 
from  Holland  for  theifland  of  Madagafcar.  This 
vefiel  was  to  touch  at  the  Cape  to  vidhial  and 
water,  fothat  I  might  eafily  introduce  myfelf 
to  the  Captain,  and  embark  with  him  for  the 
place  of  his  deftination. 

5  Knowing, 


A  t*  R  I  C  A.  467 

ICaowing,  howeref ,  my  inclination  for  tra- 
Telling,  and  fuppofing  that  I  fhould  gladly 
avail  myfelf  of  fuch  an  opportunity  to  vifit  that 
celebrated  ifland  the  largeft  in  the  known 
world ;  iny  friend,  had  made  every  arrange- 
ment with  the  Captain;  and  of  thefe  arrange- 
ments he  gave  me  notice  in  his  letten 

I  was  highly  gratified  by  this  obliging  rea- 
dinefs  to  ferve  me,  which  was  as  congenial  to 
my  inclina!tioti  as  it  was  prudently  managed. 
It  is  true,  this  new  fcheme  did  not  accord  with 
my  other :  but  then,  befides  that  it  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  a  land  I  had 
never  feen — befides  that  I  fhould  have  fufE- 
cient  time  completely  to  traverfc  it,  as  thefhip 
mufl  neceffarily  make  fome  ftay  at  the  ifland 
to  accomplifti  the  purpofe  of  her  voyage,  I 
might  refume  my  former  plan  on  my  return  to 
,the  Cape.  For  the  prefent,  therefore,  I  gave 
up  my  defign  of  vifiting  again  the  interior  part 
of  Africa,  and  employed  myfelf  in  preparing 
1o  fail  for  Madagafcar:  a  preparation  which 
would  eafily  be  efre(9:ed,  as*  my  friend  himfelf 
had  fmoothed  every  difficulty. 

In  this  new  arrangement  I  wanted  neither 

waggons  nor  horfes,  nor  teams  of  oxen,  nor 

H  h  2  indeed 
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indeed  any  of  that  apparatus  and  thofe  attend- 
ants which  had  hitherto  been  neceff^ry.  My 
oxcn,become  ufelefs  to  mc^  were  the  firft  things 
1  fought  to  difpofe  of.  Being  extremely  lean, 
and  little  calculated  for  the  yoke  in  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  I  offered  them  to  the  company's 
butcher,  who  paid  me  at  the  rate  of  feven  rix- 
dollars  per  head,  or  about  thirty  livres  French 
money. 

Two  of  my  cows  I  gave  to  Klaas's  wife,  who 
had  accompanied  me  on  my  jour-ncy,  and  had 
performed  for  me  the  office  of  a  laundrefs, 
and  fometimes  of  a  cook ;  and  two  others  to 
Swanepoel.  Finally,  I  offered  my  goats  to 
the  daughters  of  Slaber  :  but  they  would  only 
accept  them  conditionally,  as  depofits  to  be 
returned  if,  in  confequence  of  taking  a  new 
journey,  I  fliould  hereafter  have  occafion  for 
them. 

In  tins  herd  of  goats  were  a  he  and  fhe  pur- 
chafed  by  iSie  in  the  Nimiqua  country  for  ray 
friepd  Liewenberg,  of  the  canton  of  the  Four*^ 
and-Twenty  Rivers,  and  at  his  requeft.  I  had 
^he  pleafure  of  delivering  them  to  him  myfelf. 
I  had  not  forgotten  the  bottles  of  lemon- juice, 
which  this  worthy  planter  had  ^ven  me  in 

my 
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my  journey,  the  friendfhip  he  had  fo  readily 
(hewn  me,  and  the  two  beautiful  birds  which 
had  been  procured  me  by  his  fons. 

Though  my  prefent  was  trifling  in  itfelf,  it 
was  the  more  gratifying  to  him,  as  it  was  pre- 
cifely  what  he  had  defired  of  me,  and  what  in 
reality  he  moft  wiflied  for.  I  afterwards  di- 
vided amongft  my  honeft  Hottentots  every 
thing  for  which  I  had  no  farther  occafion. 

Thus  having  gotten  rid  of  all  that  was  ufe- 
lefs  to  me,  I  reckoned  with  my  attendants,  and 
appointed  them  to  meet  me  at  the  Cape  to  be 
paid.  Though  they  were  all  eager  to  return 
to  their  hordes  to  fee  their  families,  they  did' ' 
n6t  quit  me  without  exprefling  regret :  nor 
was  I  on  my  part  without  emotion,  though 
there  were  few  of  them  againft  whom  I  had 
not  fome  caufe  of  complaint. 

My  new  fcheme  called  me  to  the  Cape ; 
and  my  attentions,  however  afFe(aionate  and 
fmcere,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  a  fick  man,  whofe 
deplorable  ftate  left  no  hopes  of  his  recovery, 
lembraced,  therefore,  for  the  laft  time  this  beft 
of  men,  to  whom  I  was  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations, and  whom  I  tenderly  loved.  He  bade 
me  alfo  a  laft  farewell ;  and  fomc  time  after  I 
H  h  3  learned. 
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learned,  that  his  refpecflable  famUy  had  to  la* 
ment  his  death. 

At  length,  after  an  abfence  of  fixteen  months 
fpent  in  the  deferts  of  Africa,  I  arrived  at  the 
Cape,  where  Gordon  and  his  lady  were  eagerly 
expelling  me.  I  was  welcomed  as  a  friend,  a 
brother,  a  fon,  or  whatever  is  moft  dear;  and 
the  kindnefs  of  thefe  beneficent  hods  never 
llackened  for  a  moment.  TJbe  memory  of  my 
gratitude  will  continue  as  long  as  my  travels 
fliall  continue  to  be  read  ;  nor  can  I  permit  my- 
felf  to  be  withheld  from  the  declaration  of  it  by 
the  apprehenfion,  that  that  declaration  may  be 
conftrued  in  a  way  ofienfive  to  the  fclf-love  of 
others. 

My  firft  care,  as  foon  as  I  was  at  liberty, 
was  to  enquire  whether  there  were  any  veflel 
in  the  harbour  bound  for  Europe.  I  found 
one  ready  to  fail,  by  which  I  wrote  to  Tem- 
miock,  thanking  him  for  what  he  had  donefor 
me,  and  informing  him,  that  1  had  refolved  to 
accept  his  generous  offer,  and  waited  only  for 
the  arrival  of  the  flavc^fliip  which  was  to  tranf- 
. port  me  to  Madagafcar.  I.fent  advice  to  the 
fame  purpofe  to  my  family,  and  thought  of 
ijothing  but  my  departure. 

I  had 
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I  had  not  forgotten  poor  Schoenmaken 
The  very  day  after  my  arrival,  I  had  endea- 
voured to  intereft  Gordon  in  the  fate  of  this 
unhappy  deferter.  The  Colonel  had  confider- 
able  regard  for  him,  and  aflured  me  of  his  in* 
clination  to  ferve  him.  In  confequence  I  fent 
an  exprefs  to  the  outlaw,  telling  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  town. ,  He  came.  We 
conducted  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor, 
and  folicited  his  pardon ;  which  was  inftantly 
granted.  He  left  me  to  return  to  his  deferts 
to  fettle  his  affairs,  and  then  came  to  refide  in 
the  colony,  where  he  foon  gained  the  friend- 
Ihip  of  his  neighbours,  and  married  a  daughter 
of  one  of  them  :  a  circumftance'  that  fcldom 
occurs  in  a  country  where  foldiers  and  failors 
are  in  general  held  in  little  eftimation  by  the 
planters^ 

While  I  remained  at  the  Cape,  the  flave- 
fhip  came  into  the  road.  I  received  by  it  other 
letters  from  Temminck,  who  again,  repeated 
all  he  had  faid  before  refpeding  my  voyage  to 
Madagafcar,  prefling  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
having  no  doubt  but  the  captain  of  the  velfel, 
who  was  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  him, 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  my 
H  h  4  accommo- 
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accommodation.  But  I  very  foon  perceived 
that  my  friend  had  been  miftaken  with  regarc^ 
to  this  captain,  whofe  conduct  plainly  (howed 
me  how  little  he  wifhed  that  I  fhould  accom- 
pany him.  Unwilling  to  expofc  myfelf  to  the 
certain  inconvenience  of  making  fuch  a  voy- 
age with  a  man  who  vifibly  regarded  mc  with 
jealouly,  fearing  no  doubt  that  I  fliould  prove 
an  obftacle  to  his  commercial  projects,  I  gave 
up  the  idea  for  the  moment ;  and,  other  crof5 
circumftances  continuing  to  procraftinate  the 
fcheme,  I  abandoned  it  entirely.  All  my 
thoughts  were  now  centred  in  Europe,  and  I 
became  wholly  difgufted  with  travelling,  till 
the  time  when,  renouncing  the  fociety  of  my 
fpecies,  deceived  by  them,  outraged  in  the 
pureft  fcntiments  of  my  heart,  I  w^s  Ie4  once 
more  to  figh  for  a  defcrt,  and  was  no  longer 
able  but  in  imagination  to  gratify  my  defire. 

At  laft  an  opportunity  of  departing  arrived. 
The  fhips  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company 
were  returning  home.  I  folicited  a  paflage, 
which  was  granted  me.  1  here  were  five  vef- 
fels  bound  for  Europe  in  the  road,  and  the 
queftion  was,  in  which  I  could  embark  with ' 
my  effcds.     One  of  thefe  veflels  had  brought 
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from  China  an  old  fupercargo  of  the  company 
\A^ith  his  wife  and  children.     I  had  now  and 
then  fallen  in  with  thefe  people  in  differeiit 
companies  at  the  Cape,  and  I  rejoiced  at  the 
thought  of  having  them  to  myfelf,  and   that 
too  for  a  confiderable  time  :    for  it  is  pleafing 
^o  enliven  the  tedioufnefs  of  a  long  voyage  by 
the  charm  of  agreeable  company,  and  to  be 
able  occafionally  to  contemplate  a  liandfome 
face,  when  the  fca,  the  Iky,  or  fjulors  in  theit 
^irty  drefles,  ^re  the  objedis,  and  the  only  ob- 
jedls,  conftantly  before  the  eve.     Such  was  to 
have  been   my  lot :  at  lead  fuch  I  hoped  i^ 
would  have  been.     But  probably  the  hufban4 
thought  me  too  eager  for  a  paffengerj  an4 
accordingly,  without  a  diredt  denial,  he  aflured 
me  I  fhould  be  fo  badly  accommodated,  and 
he  fo  pofitively  refufed  to  take  my  bojces  on 
board  with  me,  that  I  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  defign.    Being  lefs  a  courtier  than  attached 
to  my  riches,  I  could  by  no  means  confent  to 
be  feparated  from  them.    They  were  therefore 
fent  aboard  another  veflel,  and  the  fupercargo 
was  freed  from  my  importunities.     By  his  re- 
fufal  he  gave  me  my  life,  while,  poor  inan!  h^ 
Ijttle  thought  of  lofmg  his  own, 
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I  embarked  in  the  Ganges,  commanded  by 
Captain  Paardekooper.  We  failed  from  Falfe- 
Bay  the  14th  of  July,  1784,  accompanied  by 
four  other  of  the  company's  fhips.  We  had 
fcarcely  cleared  the  bay,  when  contrary  winds 
drove  us  to  the  fouthward,  where  a  horrible 
tempeft  aflailed  us,  and  we  were  driven  by  a 
violent  gale  to  the  latitude  of  37^  fouth.  I 
felt  by  experience  how  much  reafon  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  to  call  the  fouthernmoft  part  of 
Africa  the  Cape  of  Tempefls.  On  this  fearful 
cccafion  we  loft  two  men,  whom  the  waves 
waflied  off  the  deck.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  fave  theiPf  but  in  vain  :*  they  were  twenty 
times  overwhelmed  by  mountains  of  water^ 
and  at  laft  periflied.  Our  veflel,  which  was 
old,  greatly  fuffered  :  the  veater  penetrated  in 
all  parts;  and  notwithftanding  every  thing  that 
could  afterwards  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil, 
Ihe  remained  leaky  during  the  whole  voyage. 

We  were  eleven  days  in  this  diftreffmg  fitu- 
ation  J  which,  with  the  image  of  death  every 
moment  before  our  eyes,  were  a  long  and  te- 
dious period.  On  one  of  thofe  nights  of  hor- 
ror, fev6ral  guns  were  fired  as  fignals  of  difi- 
trefe  by  one  of  the  veflels  j  and,  to  our.  grief, 

the 
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the  next  day  the  Middclbourg^  the  veflel  into 
which  I  had  been  refufed  admiflion,  was  no 
longer  to  be  feen.  Certain  that  (he  had  funk^ 
I  addrefled  a  ihort  prayer  to  heaven  for  the 
fupercargo's  ybung  wife,  apprehenfive  every 
moment  that  I  Ihould  myfelf  be  buried  in  the 
fame  grave.  However,  we  had  the  happinefs 
at  laft  td^double  the  Cape,  fo  much  dreaded  by 
failors.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  we  paffed  in 
fight  of  St.  Helena,  and  on  the  25th  crpffed 
the  line  in  the  longitude  of  358^. 

•During  the  whole  voyage,  I  never  caft  my 
eyes  backward  without  feeing  in  imagination 
the  unfortunate  Middelbourg.  What  a  dread* 
ful  moment,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  muft  it  have  beefi 
when  the  whole  of  that  family  were  fwallo  wed 
,  up  by  the  waves  ! .  I  fancied  I  heard  thg  laft 
fhrieks  of  the  unfortunate  mother  mingled  with 
the  dying  fcreafns  of  her  poor  children.  Alas ! 
that  hour  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  awaited  theni 
when  in  fight  of  the  port  for  which  they  were 
bound. 

Th?  four  veflfels  failed  in  company,  without 
lofing  fight  of  each  other  j  and  we  even  vifitcd 
one  another,  when  the  weather  was  calm,  and 
we  coidd  hoift  out  our  boats. 

When 
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When  this  kind  of  intercourfe  was  rendered 
impradicable  by  high  winds  and  a  too  ftormy 
fca,  we  had  recourfe  to  another,  that  of  mu- 
tually writing  letters,  of  which  the  gulls  and 
terns  were  the  carriers. 

Thefe  birds,  beaten  by  the  winds  and  tired 
with  their  flight,  would  pitch  upon  our  yards 
to  reft  themfelves,  where  the  failors  eafily 
caught  them.  Having  fattened  our  little  epif- 
ties  to  their  legs,  we  then  let  them  fly,  and^ 
making  a  noife  to  prevent  their  alighting 
again  on  our  veflTel,  obliged"  them  to  wing 
their  courfe  to  the  next.  There  they  were 
caught  again  by  the  crew,  and  fent  back  to  us 
in  the  fame  manner  with  anfwers  to  our  let- 
ters. This  curious  ftratagem  has  fomething 
kind  and  affedionate  in  it,  which  tranfports 
me  to  other  regions  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  travels  which  I  always  re-' 
colle<fi  with  additional  pleafure. 

In  the  latitude  of  lo^  15^'north,  and  lon- 
gitude SSS^y  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^hat  delayed 
us  feveral  days,  and  in  the  interval  I  witneflTed 
a  phenomenon,  which,  though  known  to  the 
^rew,  was  to  me  perfedly  new. 

Ai^  enormous  flat  fifti,  of  the  ray  genus, 

fam^ 
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came  and  fwam  rouad  our  vefleL  It  diiFcred 
from  the  common  ray,  however,  in  the  fhape 
of  it8  head,  which,  inftead  of  being  pointed^ 
formed  a  crefcent,  aqd  from  the  extremities 
of  the  femicircle  iflued  two  arms  as  it  wiere, 
which  the  failors  called  horns.  They  were 
two  feet  wide  at  the  bafe,  and  only  five  inches 
at  the  extremity.  This  monfter  they  told 
me  was  called  the  fea-devil  • 

A  few  hours  after,  we  faw  two  others  with 
this,  one  of  which  was  fo  extremely  large, 
that  it  was  computed  by  the  crew  to  be  6fty 
or  fixty  feet  wide.  Each  fwam  feparately, 
and  was  furrounded  by  thofe  fmall  fifli  which 
ufually  precede  the  fhark,  and  which  are  there* 
fore  called  by  feamen  pilot-fifh.  Laftly,  all 
three  carried  on  each  of  their  horns  a  white 
£fh,  about  the  fize  of  a  man's  arm  and  half  a 
yard  long,  which  appeared  to  be  flationed 
there  on  duty. 

You  would  have  faid  they  were  two  lenti- 
nels  placed  to  keep  watch  for  the  fafety  of  the 
animal,  to  inform  him  of  any  approaching 
danger,  and  to  guide  his  movements.  If  he 
approached  too  near  the  veflel,  they  quitted 
their  pofts,  and,  fwimming  brilkly  before,  lc4 

him 
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him  away.  If  he  rofe  too  high  above  thtf 
water,  they  pafled  backward  and  forward  ovef 
his  back,  till  he  had  defcended  deeper.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  he  fwam  too  low,  they  diA 
appeared,  and  we  faw  no  more  of  them,  be- 
caufe,  no  doubt,  they  were  paffing  under- 
neath, as  in  the  preceding  inftance  they  had 
pafled  above  him.  Accordingly  we  found 
him  re-afcend  towards  the  furface,  and  then 
the  two  fentinels  reaflfumed  their  pofts,  ?ach 
on  his  horn. 

Dicing  the  three  days  that  the  calm  conti- 
nued, and  we  remained  motionlefs  for  want  of 
wind,  thefe  manoeuvres  were  many  times  re- 
peated before  our  eyes  as  to  each  of  the  three 
monfters. 

I  was  defirous  of  catching  one  of  them,  in 
order  to  examine  it  at  leifure.  But^  when  I 
propofed  it  to  the  crew,  they  treated  it  as  im- 
poflible.  However,  on  my  promifing  a  dozen 
bottles  of  wine  to  any  one  who  Ihould  ac- 
complifh  it,  their  ardour  was  roufed ;  and  the 
attempt,  which  was  before  deemed  impradi- 
cable,  was  now  only  difficult. 

They  all  ran  to  their  harpoons,  and  poftecJ 
themfelves  here  and  there  by  the  fhip's  frde  in 

readineis 
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readlncfs  to  ftrike.  A  failor  (landing  near  the 
bowfprit,  more  fortunate  than  the  reft,  flruck 
one  of  the  three  fi£h  on  the  back :  then  letting 
out  his  line,  that  he  might  have  room  to  beat 
about  and  tire  himfelf,  he  at  lad  towed  him 
gradually  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  The 
animal  lay  perfedly  modonlefs ;  and  we  made 
no  doubt  of  eafily  drawing  him  upon  deck. 
One  harpoon,  however,  being  infuflScient  to 
fupport  him,  particularly  as  it  had  penetrated 
but  a  little  way,  twelve  or  fifteen  more  were 
ftruck  into  him  at  once,  fo  as  to  fix  him  com- 
pletely :  feveral  halfers  were  pafled  round  his 
body,  and  he  was  thus  hoiiled  on  board. 

This  was  the  leaft  of  the  three,  being  only 
cight-and-twenty  feet  in  its  extreme  breadth^ 
and  one*and-twenty  in  length  from  the  ex-^ 
tremity  of  the  horns  to  that  of  the  tail.  The 
tail,  which  was  thick  in  proportion  to  the 
body,  was  twenty-two  inches  long. 

The  mouth,  placed  exaftly  like  that  of  the 
ray,  was  wide  enough  to  fwallow  a  man  with 
eafe.  The  fkin  was  white  under  the  belly,  and 
brown  on  the  back,  like  that  of  the  ray,^ 

We  reckoned  the  animal  to  weigh  not  lefs, 
certainly,  than  a  toiu 

About 
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.  About  twenty  fmall  fucking  fifli  were  fad* 
cned  to  different  parts  of  his  body  fo  firmly, 
that  they  did  not  drop  off  when  he  was  hoift* 
cd  on  board,  but  were  taken  with  him. 

Some  naturalifts  have  faid,  that  the  head  of 
the  fucking  fifli  is  vifcous  on  the  lower  part^ 
and  fumiflied  with  rough  points  fimilar  to  the 
teeth  of  a  file  ;  and,  according  to  them,  it  is  by 
means  of  thefe  two  qualities,  its  roughnefs 
and  vifcofity,  that  it  is  enabled  to  adhere  to 
other  fifh. 

•^  Figure  to  yourfelf,"  fays  one  of  them,  **  a 
••  row  of  nineteen  (harp-edged  and  dentated 
^  laminae,  placed  croflwife,  and  ifluing  imme- 
diately from  the  rim  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
•*you  will  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  part  with 
*•  which  the  remora  makes  itfelf  faff 

This  defcription  is  exadt  as  far  as  relates  td 
the  fijgure  and  number  of  the  dentated  laminae ; 
but  it  places  them  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
head,  wher&as  they  are,  in  reality,  on  the 
upper.  Accordingly,  when  the  remora  fixes 
itfelf,  it  is  obliged  to  turn  upon  its  back,  with 
its  belly  up  ward  • 

I  am  ignorant  whether  the  two  white  fi(B 
ihat  polled  themfelves  on  the  arms  of  the  fea- 

devil^ 
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devii,  and  appeared  to  ferve  him  as  pilots, 
were  alfo  of  the  remora  kind.  But  this  at 
leaft  I  can  aflert,  that  they  appeared  to  ftick 
as  firmly  to  the  extremities  of  the  arms  I  have 
mentioned,  notwithftanding  the  arms  were  in 
continual  motion.  I  muft  obferve,  however, 
that,  if  thefe  white  fifh  had  a  flat  furface  like 
that  by  which  the  remora  adheres  to  other  fifli, 
it  riiuft  have  been  on  die  lower  part  of  the 
body,  and  riot  on  the  upper,  fmce  the  animal 
continued  in  its  natural  pofition,  and  had  no 
occafion  to  turn  over  to  fix  itfelf  at  its  poft. 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  me, 
if  thefe  fifh  had  remained  at  their  flations,  and 
allowed  themfelves  to  be  taken  with  the  fea- 
devil,  as  I  fliould  then  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  them  :  but  the  moment  the  firft 
harpoon  was  thrown,  they  let  go  their  hold 
and  difappeared. 

I  hoped,  however,  that  we  might  per- 
chance catch  one  of  thofe  that  ferved  as  fen- 
tinels  tp  the  other  two  monfters,  which,  by  all 
the  noife  we  had  made,  had  not  been  driven 
away.  Different  hairs  were  tried  for  them, 
but  to  no  purpofe :  when  the  hook  was  thrown 
into  the  water,  they  came  and  examined  it, 
and  immediately  returned  to  their  pofls. 

Vol,  III/  li  I  do 
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I.  do  not  at  prefent  recoiled);  that  any  natu- 
raliil  has  fpoken  of  thefe  white  remoras*  Yet 
other  travellers  befide  me*  have  feen  them.  1 
ihall  cite  on  this  head  Dubadier,  known  in 
natural  hiftory  for  his  rare  and  ample  collec* 
•tion  of  the  cruftaceae  of  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
In  his  laft  voyage,  this  naturalift  faw,  in  lat. 
45*  north,  long.  233^^  ^  fimilar  ray,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty- five  or  thirty 
feet  in  breadth,  accompanied  by  its  two  white 
pilofs.  He  made  a  drawing  of  it,  as  I  did  of 
the  rays  which  I  faw,j  and,  on  comparing 
thefe  drawings,  the  fi(h  evidently  appear  to  be 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  remainder  of  our  paffage  offered  no- 
thing remarkable,  but  the  contrary  winds 
with  which  we  were  continually  buffeted : 
and  indeed  in  lat.  33^  we  w^re  again  at- 
tacked by  a  violent  ftorm.  Fearing  our 
voyage  Would  be  long  and  tedious,  all  the 
crew  were  put  to  fhort  allowance  of  water. 
On  the  fourth  of  Odlober  we  paffed  the  de- 
fert  iflands  of  Flores  and  Corvb,  and  failed 
Within  mufket  fliot  of  their  (hores. 

On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  one  of 
•  the  crew  fell  overboard*     The  waves  ran  (b  * 
high  irwas  impoffible  to  fave  him,     Hte  was 
"2,  inftantijr 
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inftantljT  carried  to  a  confiderable  didance. 
We  faw  him  flretch  out  his  arms  to  \is ;  but  the 
wind  hurried  us  on  with  fuch  violence,  that 
we  could  only  throw  fome  empty  barrels  and 
a  few  hencoops  into  the  fea*  This  even 
could  not  be  done  with  fudicient  fpeed;  and» 
had  any  of  thefe  frail  fupports  reached  him, 
it  would  only  have  prolonged  his  fuffering, 
and  given  him  death  twenty  times  over. 

Tlie  twenty-third  of  October  we  fell  in 
with  two  fmall  French  veflels  returning  -from 
the  cod-fiihery.  We  purchafed  of  them  a 
fufficiency  for  our  little  fleet ;  and  it  proved  a 
very  feafonable  fypply,  for  our  provifion  was 
confiderably  diminifhed,  and  w^  had  been 
badly  fed  for  a  long  time.  Thefe  two  fiihing 
veflels,  being  bound  to  Bayonne,  would  of 
courfe  anive  in  port  before  us;  and  I  availed 
myfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  inform  my  fa* 
mily^  and  my  friends  in  Holland,  of  my  near 
arrival. 

.  On  the  thirtieth  we  faw  feveral  parts  of  a 
wreck,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  maft  almofl: 
whole,  which  came  along-fide  of  our  fliip. 
This  fad  fpedacle  announced  to  us  that  fome 
calamity  had  happened  during  the  laft  ftorm. 

n^  At 


f  ■^^^p. 


484  TRAVELS^  IN 

At  length,  on  the  firft  of  November,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Europe,  and  were  in- 
ceffantly  beaten  about  by  contrary  winds,  till 
we  reached  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  where 
we  were  flopped,  with  more  than  two  hun- 
dred other  veflels,  returning  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe,  and  which  were  detained  there,  as 
well  as  ourfelves,  by  contrary  winds.  But 
what  was  our  furprife,  when  the  Middelbourg, 
which  we  had  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  off  the 
Cape  of  Needles  with  all  her  crew,  appeared 
among  the  number !  In  the  excefs  of  my 
joy,  1  would  have  taken  one  of  the  boats  and 
gone  to  her :  but  the  fea  was  fo  rough  that 
none  of  'the  failors  would  venture  to  row  me  ; 
it  was  Indeed  tremendous.  The  unfortu- 
tunate  Middelbourg  appeared  to  me  to  be  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  ourfelves,  and  to  be 
almoft  fhattered  to  pieces.  She  looked,  fo  to 
fpeak,  like  an  invalid  whom  a  relapfe  would 
infallibly  deftroy.  Nobody  would  join  me 
iti  this  fad  prefage  ;  yet  it  was  the  fame  day 
verified. 

Scarcely  had  we  entered  the  Channel,,  when 

a  great  mift  arofe.     It  every  moment  grew 

thicker ;  and  the  wiiwi  began  to  blow  ^  ftorm, 

J  ^  whicl^ 
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which  prefently  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  all 
the  fkill  of  our  feamen  was  of  no  avail  againft 
its  fury.  Wave  after  wave  drove  iis  preci- 
pitately towards  the  rocks ;  while,  on  account 
of  the  mift,  we  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  as 
\f  Heaven  had  intended  to  fave  us  the  agony 
of  beholding  twenty  (hipwrecks  at  once*  -We 
had  not  only  the  breakers  to  fear,  but  to 
dread  alfo  running  foul  of  one  another ;  for 
the  Channel  was  covered  with  veflels,  I  can- 
not convey  a  better  idea  of  the  fury  of  the 
wind  thus  let  loofe  upon  us,  than  by  obferv- 
ing  that  our  fails,  though  furled,  were  torn 
to  I'ags,  and  our  rigging  abfolutely  blown  to 
tow.  I  confidered  death  as  inevitable,  and 
awaited  it  in  filence.  Twenty  veflels,  driven 
by  their  ill  fate  eitiier  againft  each  other  or 
upon  the  rocks,  were  loft.  The  Middelbourg 
was  wreciked  on  the  Ihore,  and  the  hufband, 
wife,  and  children,  all  perifhed  together.  Ano- 
ther Vieflel  of  our  fleet,*  the^  Holland,  loft  her 
rudder,  which  was  broken  and  carried  away 
by  a  wave.  Become  the  fport  of  the  winds 
and  waves,  and  unable  to  fteer  her  courfe, 
file  made  fignals  of  diftrefs,  which  we  an- 
swered by  the  fign^ls  of  death.     To  add  to  our 

jnisfortunesi 
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niiafbrtuaes^  night  came  upon  us  i^Ith  6ur 
rigging  all  ia  diror4er.     The  Holland  fired 
feveral  more  guns,  and,  ^hen  day  appeared^ 
notbiag  was  to  be  feen  of  her  *•     For  our 
parts^  we  pafled  the  Channel,  and  advanced, 
tempe(t4)eaten  all  the  way,  towards  the  Ille  of 
Middelbourg,  where  we  anchored  in  fight  of 
land.     But  the  cable  foon  parted,  as  did  thoTe 
of  all  the  anchors  we  threw  oijt,  one  after 
another  J  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  pafs  anor 
ther  terrible  night,  beating  to  windward  on  a 
coaft  full  of  fhoals.     Skilful  as  our  captain 
was,  he  durft  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  enter 
the  port  without  a  coafUng  pilot.    The  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  Intankcr,  perceiving  our  dif- 
trefs  from  the  town  of  Middelbourg,  had  the 
courage  to  venture  himfdf  in  a  fmall  floop, 
and  came  to  our  affiftancc  through  every  dan- 
ger.    He  got  on  board  and  took  the  conii- 
mand  of  the  veflel,^  and  carried  her  ilraight 
into  the  port  of  Flufhing.     We  were  driven 
in  by  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  lay  almoft  on 
pur  beam- ends*     I  was  in  the  cabin*     I  heard 
^  cry  **We  are  all  loft!*'  I  ran  upon  deck. 

*  I  afterwards  licard,  th^t  this  veflel  was  miraculoufly 
^rircn  in^(y  aa  ftjgUlh  harbour  and  fayed. 

'"    Ve""  In 
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In  faft  we  had  ftruck,  but  by  good  forttme  it 
was  on  the  mud:  had  h  been  fifty  pacta 
lower,  the  veffel  muft  have  gone  to  pieces. 
She  lay  on  her  fide ;  and  in  that  fituation  we 
pafied  the  night. 

V '  When  day  appeared,  the  weather  was  more 
moderate.     Twenty  boats  came  to  tow  us  off^ 
and  get  us  aftoat.     At  length  we  entered  the 
road  of  Flufliing;  where,  which' was  Angular 
enough,  we  anchored  along-fide  of  the  Held 
Veltemaade^  the  very  veffel  that  had  carried 
me  to  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which 
the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  had  purchafed 
from  the  Englifli,  by  whom  fhe  was  taken, 
as  every  one  knows,  on  her  departure  from 
the   Cape   for  the   I  fie   of  Ceylon.     In  the 
morning  the  commiffioners  of  the  company 
of  Zealand,  came  on  board.     On(e  of  them 
brought  me  letters  from  Amflerdam,  in  an- 
fwer  to  thofe  which  I  had  written  at  fea,  and 
fent  by  the  fifhing  veffels.     Temminck  had 
recommended  me  to  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, who  received  me  witii  every  civility; 
and  my  baggage  was  fufFered  to  pafs  untouch- 
ed. •  The  moment  I  ffet  my  foot  on  fhore,  I 
hired  a  fmall  veffel,  to  convey  myfelf  and  my 
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effeds  to  ^Amfterdam  without  deky ;  where^ 
^  moment  I  arrived,  I  hallened  to  throw 
inyfelf  into  the  arms  of  my  good  friend^ 
Boers  and  Temminck^  A  few  days  after,  I 
fet  off  for  Paris,  where  I  arrived  in  the  begin- 
ning of  January  1785,  after  an  abfenceof  five 
years :  the  only  period  of  my  life  truly  to  be 
regretted,  the  only  one  at  leaft  in  which  the 

cowardice  of  mankind .  never  afied:ed  me,  in 

« 

which  I  could  fafely  defy  their  injuftice,  their 
benefits,  and  their  tyrannic  fway. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  VOLUMR*" 
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